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The Chairman’s Column

After a false start, when forecast rain prevented
play resulting in a change of date, | was delighted
to see once again so many friends attend our
Chairman's Summer Drinks Party. We were
uncertain with Covid still circulating how many
residents would attend. But | need not have
worried: over 80 guests, including new residents
with families, joined us on Sunday the 15th of
August.

Because of Covid, we were concerned about
preparing over 600 canapés as we have done in the
recent past. So we decided to change the format to
“Picnic on the Hill” and have had very positive
feedback from guests. We also served Pimms for
the first time which contributed to the great
success of the event. But | think the highlight for
many people was the music. After over 10 years of
soft jazz playing in the background, I thought a
change was due and invited Edwin Pritchard and
Caroline Butler - two wandering minstrels - to join
us. We were serenaded by half a dozen mediaeval /
17th century musical instruments and Edwin gave
us a brief history of some of the most unusual (one
resembled some sort of mediaeval torture
equipment, | thought, but produced the most
charming, evocative sound in Edwin’s hands.)

An event like this does not happen overnight and |
want to thank members of the committee as well
as many other friends who helped set up before
the event and, just as importantly, helped to tidy
up afterwards. Our biggest thanks must go to Jane
and Nigel Jones who hosted the event in their
quintessential English garden, the perfect
backdrop for the event.

I am delighted to say that (subject to future Covid
restrictions) other Boars Hill events are returning
to the calendar: Susanna Hart and Janet Cochrane
have organised a full programme of Boars Hill
coffee mornings for the Autumn, including more
events on Saturday mornings than ever before. If
you would like the “where and when” info please
contact coffee@bhcm.info

Other regular events back in the diary include the
popular Fox Meet Up on the first Tuesday of each

month where we meet up with friends, old and
new, at the Fox Inn. Another revival is dinner with
the Curry Club; please see the Diary on p.10 for
dates. We shall also re-start the BHA Winter Talks
and will email the details in due course. If you are
not on the BHA mailing list or would like to join
the Association as a full member please contact
Colin Weyer at his treasurer’s email address,
bha@boarshill.info

One effect of Covid has been an increase of
visitors to the Old Golf Course and other local
beauty spots during lockdown. Whilst visitor
numbers have drastically reduced since the lifting
of restrictions, a few individuals seem to have
found Boars Hill a good place to conduct
nefarious activities. In an attempt to deter anti-
social behaviour, we are investigating the
possibility and legality of CCTV in strategic
places on the Hill. On the same topic, the summer
growth of many bushes is reducing the width of
some of the narrow lanes on Boars Hill,
particularly Old Boars Hill. If your hedges border
a footpath or road, could | put in a polite request
please to trim these back.

There is no news regarding Foxcombe Hall. The
application has been “called in” by district
councillor Val Shaw, vice chairman of the Vale's
planning committee. The decision will not now be
made by the planning officers under delegated
powers, but the case will be heard by the planning
committee members.

Finally, may | welcome the new residents who
moved here during Covid. You will find many
groups to join and take part in, covering a wide
range of interests, so we encourage you to contact
us to find out more about getting involved in our
friendly community.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA
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Tree Local Surgeon based in Radley.
Tree felling, Reducing & Shaping, Fruit Tree Pruning
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Clock Conservator
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Editorial

My very grateful thanks to the readers who contributed such brilliant ideas and articles for this issue.
It is vital to have this input to make the newsletter as readable and relevant as possible, and |
encourage all readers to consider contributing articles or even just snippets about special interests,
family events or any concerns. Does anyone have any ideas for the Quiz? Pat Gove has suggested
excellent subjects for the last 3 issues but we now need further inspiration. We are also currently
looking for a candidate to fill our Focus on interesting residents of Boars Hill and suggestions would
be very welcome. It would be even better if we could identify a woman next time!

In this issue John Eekelaar has written of Guenter Treitel, a resident at Eidsvoll in Bedwells Heath
for some 50 years. Having survived growing anti-Semitic hostility as a child in Vienna, expulsion
from school and the trauma of separation from his parents when sent to England with his brother on
Kindertransport, Guenter endured 2 further years of rejection and hardship in London before finally
being re-united with his family. After that, however, he was unstoppable - every law student knows
Treitel on the Law of Contract. Perhaps fewer of its readers, however, are aware of his huge
admiration for Jane Austen’s work; he was also fascinated by many of the legal issues raised in her
novels and wrote an incisive essay on them for the Law Review.

Our Eco pages focus on one particular tree that many residents will recognise. It’s a celebrated tree,
lauded and made famous for all the wrong reasons in Matthew Arnold’s poem, but happily identified
for us in this article, not as an elm but an oak and an extraordinary survivor of Chronic Oak Decline.
Philip Stewart’s fascinating revelations about this natural process are doubly so as they concern this
particular tree. We continue our pages on environmental issues with Christian Hatton’s beautifully
illustrated discussion of some extraordinary woodland mushrooms, an especially relevant feature for
this autumn issue. And Jean Davidson’s Mushroom Soup Recipe seemed appropriate as well!

Thank you too to Annette Mackworth for her delicious recipe for Marmalade Cake, very useful, as
she points out, if no Paddington Bears are around to help mop up your excess marmalade.

Nicola

Boars Hill Quiz

Pat Gove suggested
the question for
this issue.

Where on Boars
Hill will you find
this seat?

(answer inside
back cover)




Professor Sir Guenter Treitel

Professor Sir Guenter Treitel, QC, FBA
(26 October 1928 — 14 June 2019)

Some residents of Boars Hill will remember a
slight figure taking his regular exercise along The
Ridgeway. His route, from his home in Bedwells
Heath, took him past our house, and my daughters
referred to him as the jogging professor. He
continued this well into his eighties, though by
then he needed the support of a stick (although it
has been suggested that he took the stick to fend
off unwelcome dogs!). Few will have known of
the events that brought him here, and of his truly
remarkable achievements.

Born in Berlin in 1928, Guenter’s father was a
Jewish lawyer, whom the Nazis removed from his
position as a public notary in 1933, and Guenter
was himself thrown out of his school in 1935, after
which many of his friendships ceased. After
Kristallnacht in November 1938, the family
sought to leave Germany. A maternal uncle had
married an English woman and lived in England,
so they were able to sponsor Guenter’s older
brother, Kurt, to travel to England under the
Kindertransport scheme, and find another couple
to sponsor Guenter. Arriving in Southampton in
March 1939, Guenter recalls being aware that the
air was mild and the daffodils were out: the
welcome of spring and a new life after the
hostility and harsh winter of Berlin.

However, when the boys arrived in London, with
just one German mark between them, Guenter’s
sponsors discovered they had wrongly thought he
was a relative of theirs, and withdrew their

support. After what must have been a very
worrying time for a ten-year old in a strange
country, Guenter was found a place at a hostel for
refugee children established by Alan, later Lord,
Sainsbury and Sir Robert Sainsbury. (Guenter
remained ever grateful for their kindness, which
extended to sending pocket money to him after he
left and even a wedding present, and when he
grew older he became a committed Sainsbury’s
customer.) While things improved when shortly
afterwards his parents and sister arrived in
London, they had insufficient means to care for
him, and he was only able to join them at the end
of 1940.

Remarkably, in these circumstances, in 1942 he
won a local authority scholarship to Kilburn
Grammar School. Even more remarkably, he so
impressed the tutors at Magdalen College, Oxford,
to which he applied in 1946 to read Law, that the
College was prepared to meet his expenses (which
turned out to be unnecessary as fees and
maintenance were met by the state under the
Education Act 1944, the family being
impecunious). The College’s hopes were justified
when Guenter obtained a first in his BA in 1949,
and apparently an even higher one in the
postgraduate BCL in 1951.

Guenter immediately entered academic life (unlike
Kurt, who, having worked for a time as a tailor in
Yorkshire, qualified as a solicitor, eventually being
employed in the Treasury Solicitors’ Department).
But Guenter started as an Assistant Lecturer at the
London School of Economics, returning to Oxford
in 1953 for a short spell teaching at University
College before being elected to a Tutorial
Fellowship at Magdalen College in 1954 at the age
of 25.

Thereafter followed a stellar academic career,
including Visiting Professorships at many Law
Schools, most notably in America, including what
was then the particularly prestigious one in the
field of commercial law at the University of
Chicago (on three occasions) culminating in his
election in 1979 to the Vinerian Chair of English
Law at All Souls College.

Guenter’s primary area of expertise lay in the law
of contract, in which his textbook (The Law of




Contract) remains a leading work, and is now in
its 15th edition (2020). He broadened this out to
encompass International Trade and Restitution
(which later became identified in Oxford with the
late Professor Peter Birks, another Boars Hill
resident), but also to in-depth analyses of specific
areas, such as remedies for breach of contract,
frustration of contract and force majeure.

In 1957 Guenter married Phyllis Cook, who,
among many other things, was a reader for
Professor Sir Rupert Cross, who was blind and
had been Vinerian Professor before Guenter, and
was another one-time Boars Hill resident. Phyllis
and Guenter had two sons, Richard and Henry.

Guenter was always very grateful for what this
country did for him and had a great appreciation
for its culture, with a special passion for the works
of Jane Austen, having been captivated when he
read Pride and Prejudice for homework at Kilburn
Grammar School. In 1984 he published an article,
‘Jane Austen and the Law’, in the prestigious Law
Quarterly Review, which explored some of the
succession issues in the novels behind many of the
plot-lines.

His survey of Austen’s interactions with the law
went much wider than succession issues, however,
noting the (generally unflattering) depiction of
lawyers in the novels, and covering such matters
as the disposal of ecclesiastical benefices,
consequences of marriage and divorce (Mansfield

Park), adoption (Emma), duelling (Sense and
Sensibility) and in various places, agreements that
raised issues in contract law.

Guenter once explained that he read a little Jane
Austen every day, taking the novels in strict
rotation in order to avoid the strong temptation
only to read Emma. He obviously relished
Austen’s sharp wit and genius for observation,
which were perhaps not dissimilar to his own.

Guenter also retained a fondness for Denmark,
telling me in his final days at the Beaumont how
its flag brought back memories of his family’s
vacations in that country when Jews were
prohibited from going to Germany’s seaside
resorts.

John Eekelaar

Author’s Note: Material for this appreciation has
been drawn from the biographical memoir by
Francis Reynolds published by the British
Academy.

Guenter’s article on Jane Austen can be found on
the UCLA website by typing “ucla austen treitel”
into a search engine (e.g. Google).

And for even further discussion, there is an article
by Peter Appel, found by searching for “jane
austen peter appel”.

Kindertransport 1939




BHA Summer Drinks Party
Sunday 15 August 2021 at Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road

Our Hosts, Jane and Nigel

The minstrels, Caroline and Edwin, from the Oxford Waits







BHA Diary Entries
August - November 2021

Coffee Mornings: Autumn 2021

If anyone would like more information, knows of new members,
would like to host a coffee morning or wants any further
information, please contact Susanna or Janet:

Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info
Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info

Online Craft Group: We will organise meetings for the foreseeable future on a short-notice basis and
communicate by email: louise.b.edwards@me.com

Boars Hill Garden Club: If you wish to join any of the BHGC talks/meetings/Zooms, please contact
Louise Edwards.

Boars Hill Theatre Club: Just a brief update to say that we hope to resume our outings to London and
other regional theatres once circumstances permit and venues will allow entry of large groups. In the
meantime we hope everyone can continue to enjoy theatre and music through online productions. If
anyone is new to the Hill and would like further information about our Theatre Club, please contact
Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or Rosemary Maund, via bha@boarshill.info

Boars Hill Curry Club: The club has now scheduled its first meeting for the year - see September entry

BHA Fox Meet Up: A social evening open to all - we meet at the Fox Inn

September
Tuesday 7th 6pm: BHA Fox Meet Up

Friday 10th: Boars Hill Curry Club - Venue to be confirmed. Please contact Dave Gove via
bha@boarshill.info

Saturday 11th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning ALL WELCOME kindly hosted by Carol Rayman,
Black Hill Copse, The Ridgeway OX1 5EZ Tel: 01865 736438
(Parking at the house is limited, please use the Ridgeway parking areas)

Friday 24th 11.00 am: Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Julia Bennett,
Hedderley House, Old Boars Hill. Tel: 01865 321062
Additional parking on lane leading to house and at Jarn Way.

October

Friday 1st 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Marian Wilson, Woodacre, Lincombe Lane
OX15DY Tel: 01865 736111
Tuesday 5th 6pm: BHA Fox Meet Up

Friday 8th 7.45 pm: Boars Hill Garden Club talk at the Sunningwell School of Art: ‘Trees, a camera’s
perspective’, by Richard Roslyn, the head gardener at Blewbury Manor Gardens.

Saturday 9th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning ALL WELCOME kindly hosted by Susanna Hart and Chris
George, Youlbury House, Youlbury OX15HH Tel: 01865 327683
(at top of Sandy Lane keep on going left past Little Fosters and the Scout camp Gate 2 down woody lane)
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Friday 15th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Alison Kirtland, Tommys Farm, Wootton.
Tel: 01865 730560 (First driveway to the right of the car park for church/cricket club/playground —
additional parking available here)

Friday 22nd 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Sandra Clarke, Wildwood House,
The Ridgeway. Tel: 01865 735560

Friday 29th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Kim Carver, Oakdene, Bedwells Heath.
Tel: 01865 735736

November
Tuesday 2nd 6pm: BHA Fox Meet Up

Friday 5th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Louise Jacobs, Danesfield, Foxcombe Road
OX15DG Tel: 01865 730151

Friday 12th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Kathrine Tollis, Broomhill Copse,
Lincombe Lane. Tel: 01865 735401

Friday 12th 7.45 pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Talk at the Sunningwell School of Art.
A photographic presentation of gardens by garden photographer Clive Nicholls.

Saturday 20th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning ALL WELCOME in aid of See Saw, kindly hosted by
Jacqueline Cook and David Clark, Tall Trees, Jarn Way. Tel: 01865 735649
Extra parking in Louise Edwards’ driveway at Blackthorn (not on the grass!)

Saturday 27th 11.00am: Coffee Morning ALL WELCOME kindly hosted by George Robinson,
Whitebarn, Sandy Lane.

Advance Notice

Friday 14th January 2022: Boars Hill Garden Club Talk on Zoom. Fergus Garrett, the chief executive
and long-term head gardener at Great Dixter will present a talk on aspects of Garden Design. Great Dixter
is a world renowned centre for high quality cottage style gardening on a grand scale. This will be available
for everyone to join.

Report from the Friends of Boars Hill
Foxcombe Hall Developments

Unsurprisingly, the Vale has put back the decision date for this application to the 30th September. As you
might expect from a development that is going to have such a massive impact on Boars Hill, there is an
enormous amount of material for the officers to read and we wish them well in their task.

Naturally, the Steering Group is on red alert for new information, but in reality there is little to be done
during this waiting period. Once the officers have reached a position, the application will go to the
planning committee and there will then be a need for us to engage with our political representatives.
Whenever there are significant developments we will inform those of you on our email address database. If
you are not on the database and would like to be, please email us at: fobh@friendsofboarshill.org

Rosie Allen
(on behalf of the FOBH Steering Group)

11




The Eco Corner

Oak Tree Decline on Boars Hill

Chronic oak decline/dieback, COD, is a natural
stage in the life of old oaks. They progressively
lose their upper boughs, which eventually fall until
all that is left is a massive lower trunk and aged
boughs. This is not a disease but normal ageing
and can last for many decades; it has been
happening to the Matthew Arnold oak since the
1920s (see photos below). It is not reportable.
Owners should watch for dead boughs which
might fall and cause injury. Otherwise, no action
necessary; just relax and sympathise; old age
happens to us all.

Acute oak decline, AOD, is quite different: a
disease caused by a combination of bacteria and
bark beetles; climate change may also be a factor.
Besides withered leaves and general sickness, it is
characterized by black liquid oozing from cracks
in the bark. It has been spreading since 2005
across England south of the Humber and east of
Devon. It is a notifiable disease; report instances,
with photos and grid reference to https://
www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/
fthr/tree-alert/ There is no known cure, but death
may take several years. Be ready to plant
replacement trees, but note that all oak species are
susceptible. For fuller information on both forms
of decline, visit https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
tools-and-resources/fthr/pest-and-disease-
resources/  For expert advice consult your tree
surgeon.

Hollow trees: Very old trees are often hollowed
out by decay of the heartwood. Paradoxically, this
makes them stronger, both because a tubular form
has all the strength of a solid cylinder, and because
a lighter trunk is less susceptible to gravitational
pull and may stand up better to strong wind.

Philip Stewart

Editor’s Note:

Walkers crossing the Old Golf Course will come
across OPT signs to a ‘Signal EIm’. The OPT call
it an elm, for reasons explained on the following
page, without either explaining its background or
admitting that it is in fact an oak - the Matthew
Arnold Oak.
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How an Oak Became an EIm

The first poet to be linked with Boars Hill was
Arthur Clough, who wrote a poem inspired by the
view in 1842. However it is Matthew Arnold,
poet, literary critic and OU Professor of Poetry
(1857 to 1866), who is most often linked to the
area. His poem Thyrsis (1865), a monody in
memory of Clough, contains the famous reference
to Oxford as “that sweet city with her dreaming
spires”. Arnold was walking on Boars Hill,
searching for a ‘signal elm’ that ‘crowns the hill’
with far-reaching views, but missed his way and
identified the wrong tree, an oak on a lower slope.

The poem changed the history of Boars Hill,
inspiring a succession of poets to make their
homes here, starting with Margaret Woods,
daughter of a friend of Clough. She built the first

house on the ridge, now the red-brick part of
Foxcombe Hall. Later came Robert Bridges and
John Masefield, successive Poet Laureates, and 3
war poets - Robert Graves, Edmund Blunden and
Robert Nichols. The original ‘signal elm’ had
disappeared by 1880, but the oak seen by Arnold
survives today, having lost its crown, created a
new crown lower down and become hollow. It is a
true survivor.

Philip Stewart

Editor’s Note:

Philip’s new book *Oxford’s Parnassus’ discusses
the many poets who have made their home on
Boars Hill. It will be available shortly.

Matthew Arnold’s oak against his ‘orange and pale violet evening-sky’




Nature Notes — Autumn Fungi

Fungi may not be the first thing that the phrase
‘mellow fruitfulness’ brings to mind, but the
appearance of fruiting bodies of a range of fungi
are as much a feature of autumn in our area as
apples, plums and the turning of the leaves.
Perhaps their appearance coinciding with the
shortening of the days is the reason for the
abundance of folklore associated with fungi — or
perhaps it is their sometimes toxic or
hallucinogenic properties that have made them a
focus for the superstitious. But we need not invoke
fairy tales to appreciate the vast range and beauty
of these extraordinary organisms. Keep an eye out
for these common local species as the autumn
progresses.

Perhaps the loveliest and best known is the fly
agaric. This classic red-and-white toadstool of
children’s storybooks is commonly found in our
gardens where it forms mutually beneficial
mycorrhizal interaction with certain trees. Look
especially under stands of silver birch, where
groups of initially white-topped fly agaric will
emerge in September and October. As the fruiting
body grows, the white surface begins to break up,
ending up as small white fragments on the
underlying red cap. The intriguing name reflects
another important aspect of these fungi: the fly
agaric is distinctly toxic, and the dried fungus was
historically dissolved in milk and used for killing
flies.

The jewel-like waxcap fungi are also widely
distributed locally, and those of us who are content
to leave a little moss in our lawns will be very
likely to see these between September and late
November. Much smaller than the fly agaric,
these button-like fungi are most notable for their
vivid colours, ranging from a sulphurous yellow to
crimson and green; much more rarely, a delicate
pink ‘ballerina’ waxcap may be seen. Changes in
agricultural and horticultural practices mean that
these gems are now in decline across the UK, so it
is worth taking note and enjoying their colours
while we still can.

We need not invoke fairy tales to
appreciate the vast range and
beauty of these extraordinary

organisms
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Meanwhile, a stroll over the Old Golf Course as
autumn gets underway will often yield fungi that
are impressive for quite different reasons. The
puffball mushroom may not be pretty, but it can
become very large — with the unmistakable
spheroid fruiting bodies of Calvatia gigantia, the
giant puffball, being the most striking.

Once it is mature, the puffball will burst (either
spontaneously or on contact) and release a cloud
of brownish spores. Finding one intact, before it
has been induced to ‘puff’ by a kick from a passer-
by, is not so easy! Several apparently smaller
species of fungi will also betray the surprising size
of their underground mycelium by forming circles
of fruiting bodies in the grass, sometimes metres
in diameter — the so-called “fairy rings’ of country
folklore.

F t guid Il thi oical and Please note: none of the fungi
or expert guidance on all things mycological an i
a demonstration of the impressive range of fungi illustrated here should be eaten.

in our area, visit Harcourt Arboretum’s annual Even experts make mistakes...
“fungi foray’ usually scheduled in the first week of
October. [UK Fungus Day, 2nd October 2021]

Christian Hatton

Mushroom Soup Recipe

Ingredients

1kg well-flavoured mushrooms (oyster, portobello, chanterelle etc), plus extra to garnish
100g butter

225g onions

150ml dry sherry, wine or stock

1/2 teaspoon salt, freshly ground black pepper

1/4 teaspoon cumin powder

1 litre stock

Method

Finely chop the onions and cut the mushrooms into even-sized pieces. Sauté the onions slowly in the butter
until golden, taking care that they do not 'catch'.

Add sherry, wine or 150ml stock with the mushrooms, seasoning and cumin, and stir. Cover closely with a
double layer of greaseproof paper that has been well dampened with cold water. Place a lid on the pan and
simmer on a very low heat for 40 mins to 1 hour, until cooked through.

Add stock and liquidise using a stick blender or food processor.

Check the seasoning before serving and adjust to taste. Serve garnished with 2 mushroom heads that have
been fried in butter, with a large sprig of fresh parsley. Makes 10 generous portions.

Jean Davidson
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Weddings on the Hill

Hannah and Ella Blazewicz, who both grew up on
Boars Hill, were married within a few weeks of
each other from Pantiles, their family home. Many
friends and neighbours came to watch them leave
for church in a rather special vehicle. As Hannah
says:

“We have many fond memories of growing up on
Boars Hill. Ella and |, after several postponed
wedding dates (due to Covid), were most grateful
to be driven to St Peter’s Church and back by our
dear neighbour Michael Edwards, in his 1910
Hotchkiss.” The sisters were allowed only 15
guests at each wedding and masks had to be worn
in the church.

Michael Edwards’ splendid
Hotchkiss plays a starring role
once again in our newsletter!

Ella with her bridesmaids, 8th May

Hannah climbs into the Hotchkiss with the help of her bridesmaids, 12th April
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01235 603605 07866 944 288
taylorsarb@gmail.com

- Tree felling Tree pruning
- Tree planting Hedge cutting
Hedge removal  Stump grinding

NEW-BUILD HOMES
LOFT CONVERSIONS
HOME EXTENSIONS

Telephone: 01865 600804

Mobile: 07500 143903
info@acutehomes.co.uk
www.acutehomes.co.uk

.. BMW better Lfef/tzéef
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Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance

At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients,
both residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design
and plant selection, hardlandscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

With decades of experience, our team can provide everything you need to design, install and
maintain gardens and estates of all sizes, throughout the year. Whether you need assistance with
a modest country cottage garden, an entire estate, stately home or commercial premises, we’ll
work with you to provide a truly, outstanding service.

We are currently work alongside existing Boars Hill residents and would like to offer any
new customer a 10% discount on any visit during 2021. Just quote Boars Hill Newsletter
to take advantage of this offer.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 — 112 887
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Obituary
Nick Dobree, 22 March 1930 - 8 July 2021

Nick’s father, a Guernsey man, was a highly
decorated professional soldier who served in both
World Wars, his mother, of Presbyterian Orkney
stock, was one of the first women to go to
St.Andrew’s University. When Nick was 5,
suffering glandular fever for 18 months, she
educated him herself and he returned to school
streets ahead, setting him up for scholarships to
Marlborough and Cambridge. He was well
educated in a range of subjects, Maths, History,
Literature, Politics and the Arts.

Despite his First in Law he was drawn to the
excitement of travel, seizing an opportunity to
work in South Africa where he met my mother,
Chloe. Back in Britain with his wife and a young
family, he met John Haycraft, a fellow
entrepreneurial spirit and founder of International
House. This provided the perfect opportunity to
travel to the Middle East and he threw himself into
starting up schools in Beirut, Cairo and Athens.

He was caught up in Beirut’s Civil War in his early
60s when it proved hard to recalibrate and find a
new beginning, but he had done well enough from
his schools to leave and start a school in Brussels.

For many years he would retreat to his study to
figure out the challenges of language translation.
In the 1960s, long before personal computers, he
worked on how to break down sentences so a
computer could translate English into French and
vice versa. By the mid-1980s he was close to

cracking the problem, 35 years before Google
Translate. He fed sentences into a giant computer
at IBM HQ in Beirut and out came the translation,
breaking down and “parsing’ sentences to work out
the grammatical complications of translation. In
the 1980s it attracted the likes of Sir Clive
Sinclair, he of the C5 and first personal computer,
but Sir Clive and others couldn’t figure out a
commercial application. It was just way ahead of
its time. Nick didn’t mind this, happy to continue
for the intellectual challenge. I am incredibly
proud to say that he cracked this mammoth
challenge a long time ago, on his own.

The last 20 years of his life were happily spent
between South Africa and Britain. He loved
walking, music, the arts, climbing and sport,
climbing Table Mountain in South Africa and
playing golf in England. His love of cricket was
paramount. Some of the happiest times | had with
him were days at Lords picking through the
England team, talking endlessly about the different
combinations that might or might not make a
better team. He woke at all times of the night
when abroad to tune into Test Match Special to
check the latest score - something | have
unfortunately inherited!

Nick and Chloe lived at Antrim on Foxcombe
Road. He was a Renaissance man who embraced
life’s opportunities, and built a life with Chloe
where his family and grandchildren were at the
very centre of his universe.

Phil Dobree
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Church Farm are delighted to now be able to serve the local community with our delicious and exciting
range of venison.

Venison is much more popular now because it is high in iron and protein, but it is also low in calories and
fat. It has a superb, rich flavour and is low in cholesterol. So not only is it delicious, it is very healthy too and
versatile enough for both the summer barbecues and the winter roast or casserole.

Every piece is expertly cut, packed and labelled at our very modern FSA licensed premises for you to enjoy
with friends and family in your own home!

Winter Venison Box: Venison Sizzler Box: Venison Starter Box:

1 x 700g Venison Joint (serves 4)
1 pack of 2 x Venison Steaks
1 pack of 6 x Venison Sausages
1 pack of 4 x Venison Burgers
2 packs of 6 x Venison Meatballs
454g Venison Mince
454g Diced Venison

£65
Introductory Offer = £60

2 packs of 2 x Venison Steaks
2 packs of 6 x Venison Sausages
2 packs of 4 x Venison Burgers
1 pack of 6 x Venison Meatballs
454g Venison Mince
454g Diced Venison

£55
Introductory Offer = £50

1 pack of 2 x Venison Steaks
2 packs of 6 x Venison Sausages
2 X 454g Venison Mince
1 pack of 6 x Venison Meatballs

£45
Introductory Offer = £40

Please visit our website www.churchfarmoxford.com to order

Collection or FREE local delivery available

To ensure maximum freshness, we have frozen and labelled each pack for your convenience.
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Cooks' Corner
Marmalade Cake

Antoinette Mackworth
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Boars Hill Association Minutes

Committee Meeting held at Hartfield,
Lincombe Lane on Monday 16 August, 7.00pm

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Nicola Park
(Newsletter Editor), Pat Gove, Louise Jacobs,
Kathy Blazewicz, Michael Edwards, Ann
Loescher. Apologies: Rosie Allen

1. Minutes from previous meeting: Approved.

2. Treasurer’s report: Takings from the
Chairman’s Summer drinks party were £380.
Current bank balance £5,310.

3. The Chair’s report:

a. The Chair reported very favourable feedback
on the new format of a “Picnic on the Hill” for
the BHA Summer Drinks Party. The offerings
of Pimms and bubbly was very well received.
The new form of entertainment, wandering
minstrels, also proved to be very popular and a
number of medieval instruments were played.

b. The Vale of White Horse Planning Committee
has “called in” the planning application by
PHBS for decision by the elected members of
the planning committee.

4. Events:

a. It was suggested that in future, the musicians
for the Summer Drinks party might like to have
a period for a focussed performance as well as
providing background music.

b. It was reported that there is often some
confusion over how much individuals should
pay to enter BHA events depending on whether
they have paid their BHA subscriptions. It was
decided that all attendees to BHA events should
pay the same flat fee. The BHA subscription
gives the right for voting on issues with the
Association.

c. The Newsletter Editor was advised to seek
parental approval for printing photographs of
children at events or for them to be blurred out.

5. BHA Winter Talks: The first talk will be in
November, 2021. There was much discussion
regarding whether Zoom or live performance was
the best medium.

6. Newsletter and Diary: The Autumn Newsletter
out by September, 2021, will contain a major
focus on the late Professor Sir Guenter Treitel,
long-term resident of Bedwells Heath. Live coffee
mornings have resumed including many more
Saturday coffee events. The Fox Meet Up on the
first Tuesday of each month and the Curry Club
evenings are to restart.

7. Foxcombe Hall development: The target
decision date has been extended from 17 August to
30 September, 2021. No reasons have been given.
There is a very large amount of data and
information for officers and the planning
committee to process.

8. Security of Boars Hill: Boars Hill attracts a
wide swathe of visitors with associated security
concerns. It was proposed the committee
investigate installing CCTV in strategic positions.
Bus Stop Corner is of particular concern. It was
suggested that OPT be approached to lower the
height of the hedges around the shelter to improve
visibility and deter any activities in the shelter.

9. Next Meeting: will be at 6.30pm, 3 November.
Nigel Jones - Hon Sec, BHA

ARBOCARE

TREE SURGERY LTD
Qualified and Experienced Arborists
Established over 25years
Contractors to the National Trust
Crown reductions / Thinning
Felling
Hedge Trimming
Stump Grinding
Decay
Detection/Reports
Free Phone: 0808 1555815
Mb: 07778 811136
WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a Full Member please complete a joining form; a suggested minimum subscription is
£10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Winter Newsletter: Please send contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info or
by post to Hartfield, Lincombe Lane OX1 5DZ. The deadline for copy is 12th November 2021. Articles
should be between 200-700 words, although there may be exceptions to this; it is therefore important to
contact the editor in advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible.
Avrticles may be edited for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: Photos by contributors of individual articles.
Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Hon. Treasurer: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 12th November 2021

Date of next Committee Meeting - 3rd November 2021
BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2021 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Answer to Quiz
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OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

Put your trees in the
hands of the professionals

'o

0
CALL US NOW _'s’c -
FOR A FREE QUOTATION o™

Ringrose

Operating since 1992

All work to B.S 3998 (2010)

1SO 9001

1SO 14001
1SO 18001
1SO 45001
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