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HeelaƐ HeaƟŶg Θ ReŶeǁableƐ 
BaǇǁŽƌƚh ChaƉel͕ 
BƌƵmcŽmbe LaŶe͕  
AbiŶgdŽŶ͕ OXϭϯ ϲQU 

Your local heaƟng professionals for:   
BŽileƌ ChaŶgeƐͶGaƐ͕ Oil Θ LPG Ύ  
ΎϭϮ Ǉeaƌ gƵaƌaŶƚee ŽŶ Ɛelecƚed WŽƌceƐƚeƌ bŽileƌƐ 

GaƐͬOil SeƌǀiciŶg Θ SafeƚǇ CheckƐ * 

BƌeakdŽǁŶ CŽǀeƌ Θ MaiŶƚeŶaŶce * 

High EfficieŶcǇ SǇƐƚem UƉgƌadeƐ * 

CŽmmeƌcial GaƐ HeaƟŶg * 

SŽlaƌ HŽƚ Waƚeƌ SǇƐƚemƐ * 

Aiƌ Θ GƌŽƵŶd SŽƵƌce Heaƚ PƵmƉƐ * 

PŽǁeƌ FlƵƐhiŶg Ύ 

Air CondiƟoning (F-gas Cooling & HeaƟng) *  

CelebƌaƟng Ϯϱн ǇeaƌƐ 

A Local WoƌceƐƚeƌ BoƐch Accƌediƚed InƐƚalleƌ and  
Which͍ TƌƵƐƚed Tƌadeƌ  

Call: 0ϭϴϲϱ ϯϮϳ0ϴϯ 
www.heelasheaƟng.co.uk 
info@heelasheaƟng.co.uk 

ΎTΘC aƉƉlǇ 

The Boars Hill Association 
             Warmly invites you to join us at our  

         Christmas Drinks Party 
including a glass of Bubbly and Christmas cheer 

         Friday 17th December 2021 6 - 8 pm 

    Kindly hosted by Wendy Becker and David Bonello at 

             Tanglewood, Jarn Way 

         Champagne Prize Draw 
Optional dress code – Fun Bow Tie or Hair Fascinator 

Tickets £10 payable in CASH only at the door 

Contact Louise Jacobs louise.jacobs6@gmail.com to be added to guest list 

Temperature checks, ventilation, no nibbles and restricted numbers due to covid 
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As we dive headlong into winter, I notice that the 
year has flown past, and at the same time seemed 
to drag its feet. The time/space continuum feels to 
have been more distorted than usual. However, 
coming into winter, I love the autumnal colours 
that October and November bring, and this year 
the russets, coppers and burnished golds all seem 
to be particularly vivid. It is hard to imagine that 
this time last year the expected restrictions 
surrounding Christmas meant further frustrations 
and sadness; yet 12 months and two or three jabs 
later and the world is cautiously optimistic as we 
approach the holiday season, hoping to spend 
precious time with family and friends, denied last 
year. 

The Boars Hill Association has a number of events 
to look forward to on the Hill and whilst you will 
find more details inside the newsletter, I will 
mention some of them briefly here. (All events 
subject to the prevailing government guidelines.) 
Arguably, the biggest event of the year on the Hill 
is the BHA Christmas Drinks Party - invitation 
opposite! I am delighted to announce that, once 
again, it is being hosted at Tanglewood by kind 
permission of Wendy Becker and David Bonello 
on Friday 17th December 6-8pm. I thought it 
would be fun to invite guests to don either a fun/
colourful bow tie or a hair fascinator according to 
taste. Although entirely optional, I feel that many 
of us could benefit from being more light-hearted 
after the experience of the last 18 months, and 
Christmas is a good time to be playful! 

Following the results of the BHA survey which we 
conducted in the summer, I want to thank those 
who took the time to respond. We were very 
pleased with how many people gave us feedback 
and we value not only your thoughts and 
suggestions, but also your comments of 
appreciation for all the hard work the committee 
does on behalf of residents. One of the common 
themes mentioned in the survey was that, in 
general, residents prefer the Winter Talks to be 
live, hosted in a resident’s home, although some 
did not mind Zoom when in-person talks were not 

possible. One of our upcoming BHA talks will, in 
fact, be via Zoom for technical reasons, as one of 
the co-presenters will be screen-sharing from 
London. Whilst mentioning talks, Nigel Jones has 
put together an exciting programme of speakers 
for the BHA Winter Talks series this season, 
including a talk and book launch of Oxford’s 
Parnassus, by resident Philip Stewart, about the 
poets of Boars Hill. Please see the diary for more 
details of this winter’s talks. 

Our local watering hole, the Fox Inn, is to be taken 
over by Chris Mulhall, a Boars Hill resident. Chris 
owns and runs two h igh ly succes s fu l 
establishments in Oxford centre and his plans for 
the Fox include appointing a top chef to offer high 
end menus. The pub will close for a couple of 
months in January and February for refurbishment 
before its grand opening at the beginning of 
March. I hesitate to state the obvious, but the 
residents of Boars Hill are the core customer base 
for the Fox, and if we do not patronise our local 
regularly and help to make it a roaring success 
then we risk eventually losing this valuable 
community asset altogether. I'm sure we all wish 
Chris the best in his new venture and I look 
forward to bumping into many of you there. 

I would like to take the opportunity to give a warm 
thanks to the present Fox incumbents, Katie and 
Fitz, who, during the height of the lockdown in 
particular, offered a well-used and appreciated 
collection and delivery service. They have been 
most hospitable landlords welcoming the BHA on 
the first Tuesday of every month for our “Fox 
Meet Ups”. We wish them all the best for the 
future. 

Finally, I would like to welcome all new residents 
of Boars Hill; you will find that we are a warm 
community, and we look forward to meeting you 
at our events. And to all, I wish you and your 
loved ones a wonderful Christmas and winter 
season. 

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA

The Chairman’s Column
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Clock Conservator 
Wim van Klaveren 


professional restorer and conservator of

 antique clocks and barometers


over 30 years experience 


A selection of beautiful pieces also available for sale


www.clockconservator.com


Based in Wootton

Tel : 	 	 01865 321770

Email : 	 wimvanklaveren49@gmail.com 

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY 

EARLY MORNING 

BOARS HILL 

HINKSEY HILL 

& BEYOND 

RING MR GILL 

01865 326625

	

Tree Local Surgeon based in Radley. 
Tree felling, Reducing & Shaping, Fruit Tree Pruning 

Hedge Cutting, Stump Grinding 
Fully Insured & Qualified under NTPC 

For a friendly & professional service please call Chris on 
Phone: 07881722092     Email: chrisjstabler@hotmail.co.uk
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Report from Friends of Boars Hill: 
Foxcombe Hall Developments  

 
There is still much doubt about the determination 
date that the Vale planners intend for the PHBS 
application on Foxcombe Hall. At present, this has 
been moved from 30th September to 30th 
November but it would appear that, if this 
application is to go to Committee, it will be put 
back until after Christmas. 

Several factors may be at play here. The Vale or 
PHBS may be seeking further information to hone 
their cases. The backlog and staff shortages at the 
Vale may have slowed work down (the case 
officer is away in December). There are many big 
applications in the pipeline vying for attention 
whilst developers often find it helps to suppress 

opposition if people are away on vacation and 
enough time elapses for fatigue to set in. 

The Friends however remain completely engaged 
and busy trawling through all the documentation. 
They have also recently produced a fresh analysis 
of traffic problems associated with the proposal 
making very clearly the point that this is not a 
sustainable site for an activity as intense as that 
proposed. They have also pointed out that the 
model used by PHBS advisors on traffic flow is 
severely flawed in the way it treats taxi journeys. 
These reports are now available on the Vale’s 
website. The Friends are very grateful for all the 
local support they have received and for the work 
of our local Councillors, especially DC Val Shaw. 

Rosie Allen  
(on behalf of the FOBH Steering Group)

Editorial 
This Christmas issue has, as is appropriate, some special treats for readers. My thanks to all 
contributors who have found such recherché topics for articles and have so generously given up 
their time to write them out for us.  

Susanna Wahid has researched some astonishing facts about the Salter brothers who lived for many 
years on Boars Hill at the beginning of the last century. I wonder how many readers knew of this 
connection with the great boat builders of Oxford, who supplied boats to customers around the 
world, began their steamer service along the Thames in the 1880s and still run it today? I love the 
reference to Lawrence of Arabia who asked Salter’s to send him a canoe in the Middle East. 

We have a number of reports of visits and holidays from some of the Boars Hill clubs and it’s good 
to see so many getting back into action. The Gardening Club has given all residents the benefit of 
its Zoom lectures over the past year, with one or two still to come, but some excellent visits have 
already taken place and more are scheduled for next year. The Sailing Club wins the prize for the 
most adventurous, however, with six members heading off in September for some glorious sailing 
around the Dodecanese islands.  

Julia Rosenthal has contributed the story of the forced departure of her grandfather, the Nietzsche 
scholar Oscar Levy, who was deported in 1921 under the Enemy Aliens Act, despite widespread 
protests. Levy’s daughter, Maud Rosenthal, a co-founder of the BHA and the newsletter, lived on 
Boars Hill for more than 60 years, where her father died in 1946. In 1921, when Maud was just 12 
and her father was deported, she was described as “the most famous child in England”. 

Christian Hatton contributes his birding expertise with an article on some very welcome European 
migrants, the winter thrushes. And our cooks have spoilt us with two tempting seasonal recipes; 
there is just time to make up Jean Davidson’s mincemeat for mince pies and we need not wait for 
Christmas to try Sue Davies’ roasted pheasant. 

I hope you enjoy this Winter issue of the newsletter. Happy Christmas!                                                                        

                                                                                                                        Nicola                    
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Until the 1900s, much of Boars Hill was an 
unwooded hillside, providing grassy slopes where 
farmers could graze their flocks freely. The 
community had been populated by the same 
families for hundreds of years and most worked on 
the neighbouring farms. During the early 1900s, 
however, large detached homes were built on the 
hillside and the community was transformed. 
Creatives such as Poet Laureate John Masefield 
and author Clifford Kitchin moved into the area, 
living side by side with prominent academics and 
the traditional farming families.  

Another influential family who moved to the Hill 
in the early 1900s were less well-known than 
some of their literary neighbours but, while living 
in the area, achieved international success and left 
a lasting impact on the Oxford landscape. 

The Salters were a family of boat-builders who 
started their business in Wandsworth. During the 
1850s they relocated to Oxford in order to tap into 
the city’s growing rowing scene. They took over 
Isaac King’s boat-building firm based at Folly 
Bridge and from there built high-quality racing 
boats. Their boats achieved huge success in 
contests around the country including the 
University Boat Race. From their base in Oxford, 
they achieved international fame and Salter’s was 
one of only a few local businesses to export 

globally. The company’s boats played a part in the 
early development of rowing in countries such as 
India and New Zealand.  

In the late 1800s, the company was passed down 
to brothers John, James and George Salter. They 
helped transform the company and its name was 
changed from J. & S. Salter to Salter Brothers. 

The business grew to provide a range of services 
on the waterways of Oxford. It sold and rented out 
boats in the city, and built many of the 
beautiful OU barges at Christ Church Meadow; 
used for many years by the various colleges they 
have now all been replaced by boat houses*. 

By the late 1880s Salter’s had become one of the 
largest inland boat-letters in the country. A few 
years later, they began operating a steamer service 
between Oxford and Kingston on the Alaska.  

The family initially lived near Folly Bridge but as 
large detached homes began to appear on Boars 
Hill, two of the brothers moved there,  John to 
Holmwood and James to Holycoate. The family 
were welcomed into the area and quickly became 
a cornerstone of the community. According to 
Mary Bright Rix in her 1941 book, Boars Hill 
Half-a-Century Ago, the Salters were one of the 
first families to be welcomed into the traditional 
farming community:  

Focus on: The Salter Family

The steamer Phoenix, 1925
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“As far as I know the first Oxford family to join in 
the life of Boars Hill and Wootton were the 
Salters, the boat builders. Mr John Salter was a 
boatbuilder by trade but a farmer by choice. With 
a bailiff, John Salter farmed Tommy’s Heath Farm 
at the bottom of Wootton, and Middle and Upper 
Farms also. He drove up every Sunday to see how 
his crops progressed.”   

As the community of Boars Hill grew, so did the 
success of Salter Bros. In the early 20th century, 
the firm was the biggest passenger boat operator 
on the Thames, its steamers known both nationally 
and internationally. Their steamer service between 
Oxford and Kingston opened up the Upper 
Thames to much larger numbers of visitors. By 
creating a close relationship with others in the 
travel industry, Salter’s gained distinction in the 
growing pleasure boat market. They joined forces 
with the Great Western Railway and introduced a 
range of ‘circular tours’ involving sightseeing by 
rail and river. Salter’s was the go-to company for 
trips on the river between Oxford and Kingston. 

The business also became a leading authority on 
the river, partly due to their popular book Salter’s 

Guide to the Thames. Fifty seven editions of the 
book were published between 1881 and 1968. 

The prominence of the company also led to some 
unusual orders. In 1904 a large stern-wheel paddle 
steamer, Endeavour, was ordered by the Baptist 
Missionary Society for use on the Congo. T. E. 
Lawrence (‘Lawrence of Arabia’) was another 
customer, and friend of the family, who had a 
canoe sent out to him in the Middle East in 1913. 

Their success in business propelled the family to 
considerable importance in Oxford. John and 
James were long-standing local Liberal politicians, 
both serving as Mayors of Oxford. The family 
were also well-known Wesleyan Methodists. Their 
faith had an impact on their boating business; 
boats were not let or operated on a Sunday and 
alcohol wasn’t served on board. 

 The family are believed to have left Boars Hill for 
central Oxford by 1920. The company has been 
handed down through the generations. It is now 
known as Salter’s Steamers and still hires out 
punts and boats from Folly Bridge. The passenger 
service established by the Salters of Boars Hill 
still operates, providing the same summer fun 
enjoyed by tourists more than a century ago. 

Susanna Wahid 

*Editorial note: The Corpus Christi barge is still 
going strong, moored above Donnington Bridge, 
and several of the other barges remain elsewhere.

Lawrence of Arabia was another 
customer and had a canoe sent out 

to the Middle East

The Alaska as she is today, operated by Thames Steamers
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It was in 2001 that I first went to the Fox, a 
delightful place, a quintessential old English 
coaching inn. The occasion was a black-tie gala 
for New Year’s Eve. 

Regular visits soon followed. I suppose it was in 
those moments I fell in love with Boars Hill and 
decided to move here with my wife Claire. 

People still ask, how did a Nuclear Engineer 
became a Pub Owner? My mother would say “it 
was in my blood” as my grandparents were 
hoteliers.  My mother followed them, she went 
into the restaurant business as did my sister. 

My father said much the same. However, I did 
enquire “Which members of my paternal line were 
in hospitality?”. His reply was, all of them, just 
this side of the bar. 

So, it’s with great pleasure that I can announce, 
it’s my team that will be the new operators of the 
Fox Inn. “No! Not under new management 
again!” I hear you cry.  But this time, it’s a bit 
more personal than that. 

All of you,  like me, have watched this fine 
institution’s reputation slowly ebbing away over 
the years, with a string of facelifts and several 
poor operators,  all believing they knew best.  But 
somehow they just didn’t get things right.  

It would be remiss of me not to mention the 
sterling job that the current incumbents have done. 
I don’t know them personally, but, having taken 
the reins under temporary management during 
what has been the toughest of periods, it’s been a 
job well done. 

So what will we do differently? Well, for starters, I 
live on the Hill, and for what it’s worth have a 
connection to the Fox as many residents do, 
certainly those who like me consider the Pub a 
valued community asset.  

The Changing Face of The Fox Inn 
A curious pub, but one we call our own

By-line

I would like to invite you all for 
some nibbles and drinks on us  

in December

The Fox in earlier days
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Much hard work and a little luck are needed, but if 
a track record has anything to do with it, this is not 
my first venture within Hospitality, having built a 
hotel, created an nationally recognised award-
winning wine bar, and brought a 350 year-old 
closed pub back to life, a first for Oxford. 

However the most essential ingredient in this 
cauldron of much-needed success is the one thing 
that has been missing in recent times and lies at 
the very heart of our community. And that’s all of 
us, the local residents. I am guilty as charged for 
abandoning this place,  but as with many I have 
spoken to, it has not quite managed to create the 
magic needed to entice us back, and perhaps we 
can be forgiven for seeking out other places.  

I want to change all of that, my promise shall be to 
listen to the residents and hopefully in return 
reinvigorate this wonderful place with locals, 
providing a gastronomic experience with plenty of 
good ale and wine to boot. 

So let me finish by saying the plan is to get the 
keys before the Christmas period, spend Christmas 
accessing the place, then close the pub in January 
and February to undertake some much needed 
aesthetic upgrades, build on our teams and create 
the menus, then open on March 1st.  We will place 
another update in the Spring Newsletter.  

I would like to invite you all for some nibbles and 
drinks on us in December and you will receive a 
separate email from the BHA concerning this. We 
would love to see you all there for a catch-up to 
talk through our future plans. 

With your support and my most excellent team, 
the Fox will blossom again.  

To your good health, 

Cheers! 

Chris, Tommy and the Team. 

Chris Mulhall    

My promise - a gastronomic 
experience with plenty of good ale 

and wine to boot
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Church	Farm	are	delighted	to	now	be	able	to	serve	the	local	community	with	our	delicious	and	exciting	
range	of	venison.		

Venison	is	much	more	popular	now	because	it	is	high	in	iron	and	protein,	but	it	is	also	low	in	calories	and	
fat.	It	has	a	superb,	rich	>lavour	and	is	low	in	cholesterol.	So	not	only	is	it	delicious,	it	is	very	healthy	too	and	

versatile	enough	for	both	the	summer	barbecues	and	the	winter	roast	or	casserole.	

Every	piece	is	expertly	cut,	packed	and	labelled	at	our	very	modern	FSA	licensed	premises	for	you	to	enjoy	
with	friends	and	family	in	your	own	home!	

Please	visit	our	website	www.churchfarmoxford.com	to	order	

Collection	or	FREE	local	delivery	available	
To	ensure	maximum	freshness,	we	have	frozen	and	labelled	each	pack	for	your	convenience.	

Winter	Venison	Box:	
1	x	700g	Venison	Joint	(serves	4)	
1	pack	of	2	x	Venison	Steaks	
1	pack	of	6	x	Venison	Sausages	
1	pack	of	4	x	Venison	Burgers	
2	packs	of	6	x	Venison	Meatballs	

454g	Venison	Mince	
454g	Diced	Venison	

£65	
Introductory	Offer	=	£60

Venison	Sizzler	Box:	
2	packs	of	2	x	Venison	Steaks	
2	packs	of	6	x	Venison	Sausages	
2	packs	of	4	x	Venison	Burgers	

1	pack	of	6	x	Venison	Meatballs	 										
454g	Venison	Mince	
454g	Diced	Venison	

£55	
Introductory	Offer	=	£50

Venison	Starter	Box:	
1	pack	of	2	x	Venison	Steaks	

2	packs	of	6	x	Venison	Sausages	
2	x	454g	Venison	Mince	

1	pack	of	6	x	Venison	Meatballs	

£45	
Introductory	Offer	=	£40	

NEW-BUILD HOMES 
LOFT CONVERSIONS
HOME EXTENSIONS

Telephone: 01865 600804
Mobile: 07500 143903

info@acutehomes.co.uk
www.acutehomes.co.uk



 11

The centenary of the expulsion of my grandfather, 
Oscar Levy,  under the Enemy Aliens Restriction 
Act, was commemorated in London on October 
25th 2021. Editor of Nietzsche’s complete works 
in English in 18 volumes, doctor, translator and 
poet, Levy had left his native Germany in the 
1890s and settled in London for the next 30 years. 
His daughter, Maud, was born in 1909 and that 
summer the Levys bought the lease of 54 Russell 
Square for £825. From the Damascene moment of 
Levy’s discovery of Nietzsche to the high water 
mark of the huge edition’s completion was a 
colossal achievement, but almost destroyed by the 
onset of the 1914-18 war, as a vicious anti-
Nietzsche campaign accompanied the general 
hostility towards the German enemy. 

Levy’s expulsion – although he was technically  
granted short-term permission to visit his 
publisher, he had challenged this by deciding to 
stay put – was a huge cause célèbre, filling the 
press and vociferously condemned by the literary 
establishment, with petitions by Bernard Shaw, 
Virginia Woolf and Hilaire Belloc, as well as the 
Chief Rabbi and others. The Public Records 
documentation runs to some five bulging files,  
more than for any other case under the Act. 

Offered asylum by France, the Levys settled first 
in Wiesbaden in occupied Rhineland. Persona non 
grata after 1933, Levy spent the period up to the 
outbreak of World War II in France – separated 

from his Aryan wife, Frieda, who remained in 
Germany. Back in England in 1939, Levy lodged 
at the houses of his friend, Stella Churchill, in 
London, Sussex and Oxford, and died at White 
Rock, the home of Maud and Albi Rosenthal, on 
the Ridgeway in Boars Hill. Oscar Nemon, his 
close neighbour, sculpted Levy’s head at this time.  

On the day of his expulsion, as recalled in his 
autobiography, Levy regretted not having told 
reporters at Victoria Station: “In fifty years I shall 
have a statue on the Embankment!” Nemon’s bust, 
however, has paid two visits to Mayfair. On the 
150th anniversary of Levy’s birth, an international 
conference was held in conjunction with the 
Centre of Anglo-German Cultural Relations at 
Queen Mary University of London. The Oscar 
Levy Forum for Nietzsche Studies was established 
- ironically for such a passionate European - in the 
week of the triggering of Brexit. On October 25th 
2021, colleagues from Scandinavia, Holland, 
Germany and the UK commemorated the Levys’ 
departure from Russell Square, joined by the doll 
the 12-year-old Maud was carrying that very day. 
Against the backdrop of an exhibition, papers and 
readings were given,  concluding with a piano 
recital of works by exiled composers and a supper 
based on a Ritz menu from the 1920s. 

All documentation available on request.  

Julia Rosenthal

Oscar Levy: a towering figure of Nietzsche scholarship 
Julia Rosenthal recalls her celebrated grandfather

The Levy family, sent into exile, October 25th 1921
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BHA Diary Entries 
December 2021 - February 2022 

Coffee Mornings: Winter 2021/2022 

If anyone would like more information, knows of new members, 
would like to host a coffee morning or wants any further 
information, please contact Susanna or Janet: 

Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info 
Janet Cochrane  07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info  

Online Craft Group:  We will organise meetings for the foreseeable future on a short-notice basis and 
communicate by email: louise.b.edwards@me.com 

Boars Hill Garden Club: If you wish to join any of the BHGC talks/meetings/Zooms,  please contact 
Louise Edwards as above.  

Boars Hill Theatre Club: Just a brief update to say that we hope to resume our outings to London and 
other regional theatres once circumstances permit and venues will allow entry of large groups. In the 
meantime we hope everyone can continue to enjoy theatre and music through online productions.  If 
anyone is new to the Hill and would like further information about our Theatre Club, please contact 
Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info   

Boars Hill Curry Club: The club has now scheduled its first meeting for 2022 - see January entry. 

BHA Fox Meet Up: A social evening open to all - we meet at the Fox Inn, Fox Lane. Note that the Fox 
will be closed in January and February (see article in this Newsletter).  

BHA Map of all the houses in the area can be obtained at a cost of £10.00 from Chris George via 
bha@boarshill.info  

December 
Thursday 2nd 2.30pm: Sewing/Craft session kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane 
Tel: 736166.  Please let Sarah know if you wish to attend. 

Saturday 4th 11.00am: Coffee Morning ALL WELCOME kindly hosted by George Robinson, Whitebarn, 
Sandy Lane (turn down drive by post box at top of Sandy Lane and keep going). 

Saturday 4th 4-6pm: Drinks party and pop-up shop in aid of Helen & Douglas Hospice kindly hosted by 
Birgit Bjerglund, Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells Heath  OX1 5JE   Tel: 01865 736751 

Friday 10th 7.45pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Zoom talk 'Beth Chatto: her life in plants' by Catherine 
Horwood, author of the book with the same title. A link will be sent to members the day before. 

Saturday 11th 9.30am-1pm: Oxford Preservation Trust work party at Jarn Wild Garden - more details 
elsewhere in Newsletter.  

Friday 17th 6-8pm: Boars Hill Christmas Drinks Party kindly hosted by Wendy Becker and David 
Benello, Tanglewood, Jarn Way. More details elsewhere in Newsletter. 

mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
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January 
Friday 14th 12.30pm: Ladies’ Winter Lunch 2022, The Bear and Ragged Staff, 28 Appleton Road, 
Cumnor  OX2 9QH.  To attend you must prebook with Lucille Stewart  Tel: 01865 735466 

Friday 14th 7.45pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Zoom talk ‘Aspects of Garden Design’ by Fergus 
Garrett, the chief executive and long-term head gardener at Great Dixter, a world-renowned centre for high 
quality cottage style gardening on a grand scale. The invitation is extended to BHA members and all 
wishing to attend will need to sign up in advance to receive the link, as numbers are limited.  

Thursday 20th 2.00pm: Sewing/Craft session kindly hosted by Jean Davidson, The Lodge and Stables, 
Old Boars Hill   Tel: 327430.  Please let Jean know if you wish to attend. 

Friday 21st 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Susanna Hart, Youlbury House, Whitebarn Lane 
OX1 5HH  (go to Gate 2 of Scout Camp and keep left along a woody lane)  Tel: 01865 327683 

Sunday 23rd 4pm: BHA Winter Talk by Professor Tom Rademacher at Foxcombe Cottage, the Ridgeway. 
The journey from academia, through university spin-off to global business: the risks, challenges and the 
fulfilment of national economic expectation. 

Friday 28th 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Julia Smith, Sevenoaks, Lincombe Lane  
OX1 5DU   Tel: 01865 730583 

Friday 28th: Boars Hill Curry Club - Venue to be announced. Please contact Dave Gove via 
bha@boarshill.info  

February 
Friday 4th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane  
OX1 5DX   Tel: 01865 736166 

Friday 11th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Philippa Trice, Youlbury Cottage,  
Whitebarn  OX1 5HH   Tel: 07455 446654. Limited parking, please park at Susanna’s (Youlbury House) 
and walk down steps and lawn. 

Friday 11th 7.45pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Zoom talk ‘Impressionists in their gardens’ by Caroline 
Holmes, with sunny, warm images filled with flowers which should brighten up the cold month of 
February. A link will be emailed to members the day before.  

Sunday 20th February 4pm: BHA Winter Talk by David King, OBE. Espionage & Treachery in the Cold 
War. Will be by Zoom, details to be announced later.  

Wednesday 23rd 2.00pm: Sewing/Craft session kindly hosted by Sue Davies, Haeremai (in the flat), Old 
Boars Hill  OX1 5JJ   Tel: 735841.  Please let Sue know if you wish to attend. 

Friday 25th 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Sue Davies, Haeremai, Old Boars Hill  
Tel: 01865 735841 

Advance Notice 
Tuesday 1st March 6pm: BHA Fox Meet Up. First meeting in the newly reopened Fox, to be confirmed.  

Sunday 20th March: BHA Winter Talk by Philip Stewart: Oxford’s Parnassus.  More on the poets of  
Boars Hill. 

Sunday 24th April: BHA Winter Talk by Andrew Rosenheim: Rosenheim’s England. Life here for 50 
years. Observations of a Chicagoan. 

mailto:bha@boarshill.info


 14

As we approach the end of another year, it is good 
to reflect on what we’ve been up to as a Garden 
Club. Needless to say, this has been another 
challenging year due to the pandemic, with the 
resultant lockdowns and continued uncertainty 
when trying to organise group events. 

However, thanks to the continuing work of the 
Committee, we have managed to provide five talks 
via Zoom (with one to follow in December), six 
group garden visits, hold a plant sale, coffee 
morning and two in-person meetings for talks.  
Sadly, we had to postpone for the second year 
running our four-day coach holiday to Shropshire, 
now scheduled for late June 2022. 

The June visit to a local garden in Harcourt Hill – 
our first in over a year - was well attended by 
about 30 people, the maximum allowed. The 
weather was kind, the garden stunning and cake 
excellent! We were treated to some speedy flower-
arranging demonstrations by Ann Dawson, as well 
as being shown some amazing “flowers” made out 
of crepe paper. 

We also visited a garden in the pretty village of 
Ewelme, and provided our own refreshments, 
which some of the group did in great style. 

July took us back for a summer morning visit to 
Sarah Pajwani’s wonderful all-year round interest 
garden, St Timothee, near Maidenhead. Sarah had 
already given us two Zoom talks, so it was 
fantastic to see some of her planting ideas in real 
life and, of course, enjoy the fantastic cake.     
Afterwards we visited nearby Cliveden NT, where 
some members enjoyed a boat trip. 

Later in the year, we enjoyed a coffee morning in 
Alison Kirtland’s wonderful garden and some 
local visits to Waterperry and Aston Pottery; the 
latter has a marvellous autumn display of annuals. 

We are a group of people who love plants and 
gardens, but the club is also about sharing 
information, advice, plants, and enjoying each 
other’s company (and cake!), and facilitating visits 
to places we might not otherwise get to see. 

Louise Edwards 
louise.b.edwards@me.com 

A very special Photographic treat 
The Boars Hill Garden Club has organised many 
wonderful speakers. On Friday, 12 November, 
another was added to this outstanding list. Clive 
Nichols is a world-class garden photographer 
regarded by his peers, many quality household 
magazines and garden designers and owners as the 
best in the UK. He delivered a masterclass of 
photographic imagery, inclusive of a compendium 
knowledge of plant types and photographic 
techniques. It was a privilege to listen to him and a 
repeat in the future is a must! 

Nigel Jones

The Boars Hill Garden Club Review 2021

A club visit to Alison Kirtland’s garden

mailto:louise.b.edwards@me.com
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In late September six members of the BH Sailing 
Club ventured overseas to sail the waters of the 
Aegean. Originally planned as a mixed group 
sailing the Windward Islands in 2020, that event 
was cancelled  due to Covid, re-booked, and 
cancelled again due to lockdown. Once restrictions 
were lifted, some of the more intrepid amongst us 
decided to head for Greek waters instead.   

Sailing in Greece offers all types of conditions 
ranging from very light winds ideal for beginners, 
through moderate conditions, to quite lively 
sailing. As most of our crew on this occasion had 
experience of UK winds we elected for the 
Dodecanese islands as winds are usually F4 or 5 at 
this time of year – perfect for a brisk sail. 

Our yacht was a nearly new and highly specced 
Beneteau Oceanis 51 with AC and a generator. 
Hugely spacious it provided more than enough 
accommodation and starting out from the island of 
Kos we sailed north via Pserimos to Kalimnos, 
Leros, Lipso, Arki and Patmos before returning 
south and back to Kos.  

Unusually winds were very light for the first 
couple of days and we were obliged to motor sail. 
As the week progressed however the wind 
increased and we ended up returning to Kos with a 
F6 wind on our tail resulting in an exhilarating sail 
at speeds in excess of 10 knots. 

Midway through the trip we had a day off to 
explore Leros. Starting at an underground WW2 
museum charting the occupation of the island, first 
by the Italians and then the Germans, we 
subsequently visited the picturesque chapel of 
Agios Isidoros, just off the coast, and the medieval 
castle of the Knights of St John, a  spectacular ruin 
with amazing views over Agia Marina. 

Apart from a blown fuse on board, one upset 
tummy and the skipper receiving a jellyfish sting, 
we had no real problems. The Greek islands are 
wonderfully informal. Eating out is absurdly 
cheap and whilst cordon bleu cooking is never to 
be expected we did have some very tasty meals 
ashore. It was also good to experience a sense of 
normality returning to the Greek economy which 
is so reliant upon tourism.  

Hopefully as we recover from the impact of the 
Covid pandemic the Boars Hill Sailing Club might 
re-plan our Caribbean trip, perhaps for 2022.  

Philip Waddy 

PS If you are interested in finding out more about 
the Boars Hill Sailing Club please contact me via 
bha@boarshill.info

The Boars Hill Sailing Club  
Greek Adventure 2021

It was good to experience a sense 
of normality returning to the 

Greek economy

mailto:bha@boarshill.info
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Winter Thrushes 
Migrants from Europe  

There is an influx of migrants arriving at our 
shores and I, for one, am glad to see them.  Before 
anyone becomes concerned that the Eco Corner 
has developed any kind of political edge, I should 
clarify: my concern here is solely with 
ornithological migrants, for which autumn is a 
particularly special time. 

When we think of migrating birds, most of us see 
autumn as the time when we bid farewell to the 
hirundines – the swallows and martins whose 
gorgeous feats of flight and pleasantly twittering 
calls somehow encapsulate the essence of summer. 

But autumn is far from being a time of loss and 
decline in the natural world, and the winter 
thrushes are an excellent example of richness 
newly arriving in our area from Scandinavia. 

Both redwings and fieldfares are now present 
throughout the UK, with redwing numbers 
expected to reach over 8 million over the next few 
weeks. The ideal place to spot redwings is on any 
berrying shrub, which they will strip of fruit in 
very short order. The wings, alas, are not red; there 
is a small rust-coloured patch on the flanks, just 
below the wings, but this may not be easy to see, 
especially at a distance.  Look instead for a 

prominent white stripe above the eye of these song 
thrush-sized birds, which is often a rather more 
noticeable identification mark. 

Fieldfares will visit gardens, especially for berries 
or fallen apples, but tend to prefer open parkland 
or agricultural land as their name suggests.  
Perhaps the best opportunity to see these birds is 
as they fly overhead, typically in small flocks.  
The fieldfare is the UK’s largest thrush, and 
appears strikingly bulkier than our common 
resident thrushes.  Its noisy ‘chack-chack-chack’ 
call, almost like a football rattle, may be the first 
thing to catch your attention. As winter draws to a 
close, very large flocks of chattering fieldfares can 
be seen gathering in the trees on Oxford 

Preservation Trust land adjacent to Lincombe 
Lane and on the old golf course, preparing to head 
back to their breeding grounds in Scandinavia. A 
good close-up view shows them to be handsome 
birds with a rather noble upright bearing and blue-
grey head and nape.  

Although the arrival of these fine winter thrushes 
is the most prominent change to the autumnal 
skyscape, there are many more subtle migrations 
too.  The blackbird which visits your bird table in 
November is unlikely to be the same one which 
raised its chicks in your garden in May; there is 
good evidence for resident blackbirds making 

The Eco Corner
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predictable winter migrations southward even 
within the UK, while Nordic blackbirds 
commonly traverse the North Sea to find food 
more readily here during the colder months. 
Beyond the thrush family, British breeding robins, 
especially females, may head to southern Europe, 
with local numbers supplemented nearer 

Christmastime by visitors from Scandinavia, 
eastern Europe and Russia. 

Whatever your views on free movement through 
Europe, the ornithological kind at least is without 
controversy. 

Christian Hatton

Oxford Preservation Trust 
Our next work party is at Jarn Wild Garden on Saturday 11 
December, 9.30am to 1pm. There is plenty to do for all ages and 
abilities and no previous experience is necessary, just lots of 
enthusiasm! Please wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes. 
Please bring your own gardening gloves and hand tools if you can. 
We will provide the mid-morning snack of a cuppa and chocolate 
biscuit! 

We are delighted to announce that our new Green Spaces Officer, 
Charlie Jackson, starts with us at the end of November and I am 
sure there will be opportunities for you to get to know her as she 
settles into her new role.  We greatly appreciate everyone who 
continues to help maintain our green spaces at Boars Hill whether 
it be by collecting litter or being our eyes and ears, informing us of 
any issues. 

As a charity all our crucial work, including looking after our green 
spaces at Boars Hill, would not be possible without the support of 
our members, donors and volunteers. Thank you to all of you who 
are OPT members for your continued support which means a great 
deal. Becoming a member is easy – you can do so online http://
bit.ly/2joinopt or by telephoning the office on 01865 242918.  

Stephen Dawson  
info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Fruity Fat-Free Mincemeat 

A friend gave me this recipe many years ago and I 
have used it ever since. This mincemeat contains 
no suet or other fats and is cooked with apples and 
cider which provide moisture and a fresh, fruity 
flavour. Hazelnuts are an optional extra. 

Makes approx. 2.25kg or 5lb and can be stored for 
12 months in a cool dark place. 

Ingredients 

200-300ml dry cider 
225g soft brown sugar 
1 kg Bramley or windfall apples, peeled, cored 
and chopped 
1 tsp ground mixed spice 
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon 
225g seedless raisins 
125g sultanas 
125g currants  
50g chopped mixed peel 
50g chopped natural glacé cherries 
50g chopped hazelnuts (optional) 
1 small orange, grated rind and juice 

Method 

Gently heat 200ml cider and sugar in a large pan 
until the sugar is dissolved. Add all of the 
remaining ingredients. Cover and simmer very 

gently for 40-60mins or until the apples are pulpy 
and most of the liquid has been absorbed. Keep 
checking progress and add further cider if it seems 
to be drying out too quickly - you don’t want it to 
catch. Spoon into warm sterilised jars, cover and 
label. 

Tips 

If you prefer, you can use mixed dried fruit. 

Using a food processor to chop the prepared 
apples saves a lot of time. 

Leftover mincemeat makes a very good fruit loaf - 
a famous chef has recipes available on her 
website! 

Jean Davidson 

Slow Cooker Pheasant  
Honey Butter Roast 

Ingredients 

0.88 - 1.25 kg pheasant (boned breast or portions) 
0.75 tbsp olive oil  

Spice Rub: 
1 tsp EACH paprika, thyme 
0.5 tsp EACH garlic powder, onion powder 
0.25 tsp cayenne pepper 
0.25 tsp pepper 
1 tsp salt 

Honey Butter Sauce: 
112.5 g honey 
62 g  butter (unsalted) 
2 cloves garlic (minced) 
32  ml cider vinegar 
0.25 tsp salt and pepper (each) 

Thickener 
1.5 tsp cornflour/cornstarch mixed with a splash of 
water 

Instructions 

Spice Rub: Brush pheasant portions with about 1 
tsp oil. Mix Spice Rub together then sprinkle over 
pheasant. Pat to adhere all over. 

Cooks' Corner
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Brown: Heat 1 tbsp oil in 
a l a rge sk i l l e t over 
m e d i u m h e a t . A d d 
pheasant and sear all 
around until deep golden 
brown (don't let spices 
burn). Place pheasant in 
slow cooker. 

H o n e y B u t t e r 
Sauce: Wipe pan. Add 
butter and melt. Add 
garlic and cook for 1 
minute until golden. Add 

remaining Sauce ingredients, mix, simmer rapidly 
for 30 seconds. 

Slow Cook: Pour Sauce over pheasant. Cover slow 
cooker. Cook on Low for 4 to 5 hours (check 
manufacturer’s instructions for recommended 
cooking time). 

Remove pheasant onto serving platter, cover 
loosely with foil (10 - 20 minutes rest). 

Pour all juices in slow cooker into large saucepan. 
Add cornflour water mixture, mix. 

Thicken Sauce: Simmer on medium high for 5 
minutes or until it reduces down to a syrupy 
consistency. 

Serve with plenty of Honey Butter Sauce!  

Sue Davies
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01235 603605             07866 944 288 
             taylorsarb@gmail.com 
  
·    Tree felling           Tree pruning 
·    Tree planting        Hedge cutting 
·    Hedge removal     Stump grinding 

  

Scarifica'on	 Top-Dressing	
Hollow	Tining	 Removal	Weeds		
Lawn	Aera'on	 Moss	Control	
Over	seeding	 Professional	Service	

NO	CONTRACT	

Contact	Steve	

01865331501/07894983801	
Email:	cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com		

   



 21

Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance 

At Me My Spade and I, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, 
both residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design 

and plant selection, hardlandscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance. 

With decades of experience, our team can provide everything you need to design, install and 
maintain gardens and estates of all sizes, throughout the year. Whether you need assistance with 

a modest country cottage garden, an entire estate, stately home or commercial premises, we’ll 
work with you to provide a truly, outstanding service. 

We are currently work alongside existing Boars Hill residents and would like to offer any 
new customer a 10% discount on any visit during 2021.   Just quote Boars Hill Newsletter 

to take advantage of this offer. 

 
Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements. 

Tom Nicholas: 07920 – 112 887
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ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD 

Qualified and Experienced Arborists 
Established over 25years 

Contractors to the National Trust 
Crown reductions / Thinning 

Felling 
Hedge Trimming 
Stump Grinding 

Decay 
Detection/Reports 

Free Phone: 0808 1555815 
Mb: 07778 811136 

WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK

Committee Meeting held at Southside, Orchard 
Lane on Wednesday 3 November 2021, 6.30pm 

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones 
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Pat Gove, Louise 
Jacobs,  Kathy Blazewicz, Ann Loescher.  
Apologies: Rosie Allen, Michael Edwards, Nicola 
Park (Newsletter Editor). 

1. Minutes from previous meeting:  Approved.  

2. Treasurer’s report: To 31 October, 2021, 
Cash at Bank: £5,310.84 

It was proposed and agreed that all current stock 
of wine should be kept in one storage facility and 
properly valued. 

The Treasurer advised that for insurance reasons, 
before any BHA equipment was lent or rented out, 
a BHA Indemnity Form must be signed and 
entered into the record. 

3. The Chair’s report:  

a. There was an OPT “stakeholders meeting” to 
discuss the volume of vehicles along Berkeley 
Road. Those present included leaders of the 
VWH Council, the OPT, the BHA, Wootton 
PC. It was reported that volumes were much 
reduced compared to lockdown; the situation 
will be monitored over the next 12 months. 

b. The Fox Inn is about to have new management. 
Chris Mulhall, a Boars Hill resident, assumes 
the management at the end of November. It will 
operate during December, but close in January 
and February for refurbishment. It will reopen 
at the beginning of March as a Gastro Pub. 

4. Events:  The BHA Christmas drinks party: the 
date was agreed as Friday 17 December, 2021 
6-8pm, kindly hosted by Wendy Becker and David 
Bonello at Tanglewood 

5. BHA Winter talks:  The following speakers 
have been organised by Nigel Jones: 
David King: Security in the Cold War 
Philip Stewart: To launch his Oxford’s Parnassus 
Tom Rademacher: The journey from academia to a 
spin off. 
Andrew Rosenheim: A life in journalism and 
fiction writing. 

6. Newsletter: With features on Salter’s Steamers, 
The Fox Inn, The Sailing Club, Eco Corner et al. 

7. Foxcombe Hall development: PHBS 
submitted an application on 10 May, 2021.  The 
determination date has been moved twice, and 
more recently to 30 November, 2021. There is still 
much information to be reviewed by the Vale of 
White Horse. It is now expected to be considered 
by the Planning Committee in Jan or Feb 2022.  

8. Security of Boars Hill and Neighbourhood 
Watch: Boars Hill is proving to be a major 
attraction to a wide swathe of visitors. The 
Committee discussed the possibility of a formal 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme and asked Colin 
Weyer to coordinate such a scheme. 

9. AOB: The notice board at the junction of 
Berkeley Road and Jarn Way needs refurbishment. 
It was not known who was responsible for it. 
Colin Weyer reported that Sunningwell PC is 
considering sponsoring traffic calming measures 
along Foxcombe Road and Fox Lane. This may 
take the form of visual speed monitoring images. 

10. Next Meeting: 7pm, 2nd February  

                           Nigel Jones - Hon Sec, BHA	

Boars Hill Association Minutes

http://WWW.ARBOCARE.CO.UK
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents 
Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have 
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter 
annually. To become a Full Member please complete a joining form; a suggested minimum subscription is 
£10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone. 

Information and Contributions 
Articles for the Winter Newsletter: Please send contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info or 
by post to Hartfield, Lincombe Lane  OX1 5DZ.  The deadline for copy is 11th February 2022. Articles 
should be between 200-700 words, depending on subject, and it is therefore important to contact the editor 
in advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible.  Articles may be 
edited for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is final. 

Credits:  Fieldfare photo by J.S. Wainscoat.  Other photos are by contributors of individual articles. 

Desk Top Publishing:  John Park (also incidental images and photos).  

Diary Events:  Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid 
clashes.  Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.  

Hon. Treasurer:  Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road  OX1 5DG  email: bha@boarshill.info  

Advertisements:  Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising 
in the newsletter.  Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge. 

Distribution:  Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher 
(contact via bha@boarshill.info). 

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 11th February 2022 
Date of next Committee Meeting - 2nd February 2022 

BHA Website – www.boarshill.info 

Disclaimer:  Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is 
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, 
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst 
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility 
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions. 

© BHA 2021 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher. 

Printed by Solopress

mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
http://www.boarshill.info
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Put your trees in the 
hands of the professionals 

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

Tree Surgery
Tree Pruning
Crown Reduction
Crown Thinning
Hedge Reduction
Stump Grinding
Tree Surverys
Tree Planning
Soil Decompaction 

 

Email us or visit our website

01865 735405
info@ringrosetrees.co.uk
www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

CALL US NOW 
FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

Operating since 1992

Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive 
Tree and Woodland management service 
throughout Oxfordshire.

We are committed to providing a professional 
service to care for and restore your trees. 

ISO 9001
ISO 14001
ISO 18001
ISO  45001

All work to B.S 3998 (2010)
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