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DISCOVER YOUR
OWN STYLE

WWA's talented team
have designed a
number of bespoke
homes in Boars Hill
and the surrounding
area, as well as
remodelled and
extended existing
homes to unlock
their potential. We
have even achieved
some significant

extensions without
the need for
planning permission.
We have no set style;
all our designs are
developed according
to our clients’ taste,
be it contemporary
or traditional, to bring
out the best in your
property and suit
your living needs.

Get in touch to
speak to our team of
Architects, Planners,
and specialist
consultants.

Call 01235 523139
or visit our website:

in[@]Y’

@WWA_STUDIOS

WWA-STUDIOS.COM




The Chairman’s Column

While | write this, snowdrops are pushing up
through the frosty ground, and by the time you
read it daffodil trumpets will be swaying in the
March breeze. Heading into Spring at last, we
have plenty to look forward to, which is just as
well, since there are not many joyful events to
look back on. As largely predicted, many Boars
Hill activities over the Christmas period had to be
cancelled including, most notably, the BHA
Christmas drinks party. Indeed, although I had
selected a possible play script for the Boars Hill
play readers, | soon realised that any production
was likely to be cancelled. So, we must look
forward to the spring and the months ahead to
seize opportunities to catch up with friends and
neighbours in person.

One event that went ahead was the Ladies’ Winter
Lunch, organised by Lucile Stewart with
assistance from BH coffee morning organisers,
Susanna Hart and Janet Cochrane. The event was
slightly reduced in numbers but nonetheless voted
a huge success by those who joined us.

The big event on the horizon which I'm sure
everyone is looking forward to, is the extended
bank holiday weekend celebrating Her Majesty the
Queen’s Jubilee anniversary. The Boars Hill
Association will be holding a Jubilee Summer
drinks party on Saturday 4th June in the beautiful
gardens of Jane and Nigel Jones at Whitsun
Meadows soon after they will have opened it for
the National Garden Scheme. There will be more
details in the next edition; however, please put the
date in your diary. In addition to the BHA
Celebration of Her Majesty's reign, | gather that a
number of street parties are being planned for
Sunday the 5th on Boars Hill.

Another event which we are looking forward to
will take place in the next week or so. The Fox
Inn which, you will remember, was taken over by
Boars Hill resident Chris Mulhall not long before
Christmas, is shortly to reopen. We are excited to
see the new look establishment and partake of the
delectable new menu which has been promised.
The Fox Meet Up will also resume at 6pm on the

first Tuesday of every month and | hope to see the
number of friends who join us increasing again, as
they did before the arrival of Covid.

One activity that did take place during the winter
was in relation to a review of parish boundaries
which is being undertaken by the Vale. Currently
Boars Hill is divided between three different
parishes so the BHA asked the residents living in
the Wootton Parish part of Boars Hill if they
would like to sign a petition asking to be included
within the Sunningwell parish boundaries. About a
dozen houses in the north of Boars Hill, which are
in fact in the Cumnor parish, were also petitioned.
I write in more detail about this and reveal the
results of the petition on pages 8-9.

If you have occasion to use Foxcombe Road / Fox
Lane you may well know how difficult it can be to
join this road. Imagine what it must be like if you
actually live along the road. Both the BHA and
Sunningwell Parish Council (SPC) have
received numerous requests, in some cases
pleadings, to address the issue of speeding traffic
which has been clocked at over 60mph despite the
limit being reduced to 30mph a couple of years
ago. Late last year Sunningwell Parish Council,
after considering various options, voted to fund
the installation of interactive speed signs along
this busy road through the heart of our community.
The signs are due to be installed in the next couple
of months with assistance from Oxford CC
Highways Dept. who recommended them
following success elsewhere in the county.
We hope that the success will be repeated here and
in particular in the area of the Fox Inn where the
problem is particularly bad. On behalf of us all I
would like to thank Sunningwell PC for their help,
once again, in seeking to tackle our speeding
problem.

I leave you with my secret wish that this Spring
our spirits may be lifted by the sight of playful
lambs on the Old Golf Course.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA




The Fox is back!

The new Fox is slowly taking shape. Residents
will have seen scaffolding going up outside
recently. Inside we have created some individual
rooms with deep rich heritage colours.

The first draft of the new menu is done, and the
staffing is coming together. We hope you like
our new sign, a Fox on the Old Golf Course with
Oxford in the background.

We are on target to open in early March, our
target date Thursday 3rd, but as with every
renovation this could slip and be pushed back
another week.

Fingers crossed, we will hit the 3rd March.
Thanks for everyone's patience, we are very

excited to be starting a new chapter in the life of
the Fox on the Hill.

Chris, Tommy and the Team

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.

Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.

Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.

Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490

4



http://www.melissahutcheson.co.uk
mailto:melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk

Editorial

In this Spring newsletter our Focus on a distinguished (and always deceased) ex-resident of Boars
Hill, continues with the life of Sidney Ball, whose name is probably unfamiliar to most residents of
Boars Hill today. At the end of the 19th century and well into the 20th, however, Sidney was a
leading figure in Oxford academic life, and one of the most sociable of senior dons. As his wife
Oona remarked, “he loved to assemble his friends in unknown guantities”. Sidney was also Senior
Tutor (second only to the President) at St John’s College and a committed socialist which,
unfortunately for Sidney’s career prospects, was not a popular combination of roles at that time.

Our Focus last Summer was on Oscar Nemon, the sculptor who lived for many years at Pleasant
Land on the Ridgeway. In this issue Alice Hiller, curator of the Nemon museum, tells the story of
Nemon’s holocaust memorial Humanity, which has recently been recast and re-established in its
original place on the turning circle outside the museum to welcome visitors. The new exhibition
‘Dancing with Shadows: Oscar Nemon in Oxford during the 1940s’ opens to visitors from April.

Our correspondent on environmental matters, Christian Hatton, has written on the important subject
of ecological asynchrony, specifically with regard to early butterflies. Delightful as it is for us to
see the first butterflies of Spring - and this year one or two were sighted at the end of December - it
is clear that such events are not only a significant portent of climate change but for the butterflies
potentially catastrophic. And Christian’s superb photos give us no excuse for ever mis-identifying
brimstones or orange tips again.

A number of residents saw the beautiful horses and carriage trotting along Berkeley Road that
feature on our front cover and took the photos we’ve published here, and Nigel Jones did the
detective work to find out the occasion. Lynne Groom has contributed a delicious recipe for Welsh
Cakes in Cooks’ Corner, particularly appropriate for the Spring newsletter as St David’s Day is the
1st March. Thank you, Lynne, especially as you baked the cakes and wrote out the recipe whilst
relaxing in Tenerife - hence the tropical foliage in the background!

At the last BHA committee meeting | proposed a slight change of policy to our advertising,
suggesting that local or new businesses should be particularly welcome and given priority. We do
not want advertising to swamp the newsletter, as happens with many local newsletters, so have set a
cap on what we accept, and hence the new criteria. Please let us know if you can recommend any
local business that might be interested in advertising with us, and equally if you are dissatisfied for
any reason with the services these businesses offer. Louise Jacobs is in charge of advertising and
her contact details are on the back page.

The many other interesting contributions in this issue have all been very gratefully received and |
would like to thank all our contributors for taking the time and trouble to write for us and take
photographs. May | ask all readers to think about contributing something, whether to the leading
article, the Focus, if they have distinguished family forebears or a special story to tell, or to any of
the other pages. We cannot put this newsletter together without your contributions.

Nicola

A Successful Coffee Morning
The charity coffee morning held by David and Jacqui Cook incorporating the SeeSaw charity, which
provides grief support for children, young people and their families in Oxfordshire, raised £400, which was
a wonderful surprise. Many thanks to all who attended and supported this very worthwhile charity.
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Focus on: Sidney Ball

On a brisk Autumn morning in 1887, a promising
young Oxford academic accidentally shot himself
in the stomach in the seaside resort of
Scarborough.

The local media reported that 30-year-old Sidney
Ball, a respected and popular fellow and tutor at St
John’s College, was badly injured and might not
survive. One newspaper noted that a “universal
gloom” had descended on the college.

The British Bulldog revolver, ironically, belonged
to Sidney’s doctor, who was preparing to
accompany his patient to Algeria and Morocco to
help him recover from stress and overwork. The
firearm was for protection. The short-sighted don
said he picked up the gun and was examining it
when it went off.

Found in a pool of blood, Sidney made a
remarkably swift recovery and lived another 30
years. He died in Willowgate, here on Boars Hill
on May 23, 1918, just six months before the end
of World War 1.

There is no evidence that Sidney had tried to kill
himself. The shooting proved a turning-point,
heralding his most fruitful period. His work as an

academic, socialist, progressive reformer, welfare
promoter, and advocate for wider education
ensured that his influence would long outlive him.

Sidney’s legacy includes his guiding role in the
establishment of Barnett House, set up in 1914 to
meet a demand for courses on contemporary social
and economic problems. Today it is Oxford’s
Department of Social Policy and Intervention.

His work ensured that his
influence would long outlive him

He is also regarded as a key influence on the
development in the 1920s of the PPE (Politics,
Philosophy and Economics) degree at Oxford,
which has become hugely popular over the years,
especially among budding politicians.

Sidney was born in Pershore, Worcestershire in
1857, son of a lawyer. One of seven children, he
won a scholarship to Wellington College, where he
became head boy at just 16 years old. At Oxford’s
Oriel College he pursued a wide range of interests,
including drama, running, debating, pipe smoking
and good wine.

But while the Wellington and Oriel years - and
study in Germany - were pivotal in his
development, his career was forged at St John’s,
which he joined in 1882 as a lecturer on
philosophy. It became the crucible for his greatest
achievements and his toughest challenges in one
of the most conservative Oxford colleges.

After recovering from his injury, Sidney showed a
new zest for life. Oxford’s leading Fabian, he
lobbied energetically for progressive causes,
pushed education reform and called for more
rights for women and the working class. He
supported the introduction of new university
courses, including English Language and
Literature, taught women students from the new
women’s colleges and was for many years the
Oxford correspondent of the Manchester
Guardian.

Widely popular himself, and tremendously
sociable, he saw good in others - like Lord Alfred
Douglas, nemesis of Oscar Wilde. Sidney helped
Douglas get out of trouble, finding the peer “a
very fascinating spirit in whom | take a lively




interest, especially as he is always in hot water and
is not in favour with the authorities.” As Oona
wrote in her biography of her husband: “to the
very last he loved to assemble his friends in
unknown quantities”. These included Labour Party
co-founder, Keir Hardie, leading Fabians Beatrice
and Sidney Webb and writers Hilaire Belloc,
George Bernard Shaw, HG Wells, Robert Graves,
leading archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans, poet John
Masefield and economic historian Arnold
Toynbee. A chimney sweep was another “intimate
acquaintance”.

Sidney was a progressive reformer in a
conservative college and this caused difficulties at
times over the years. In 1909, and although much
the strongest candidate for the post, he ran
unsuccessfully for President of St John’s, where
some students called him “Brother Ball” because
of his leftist beliefs. Opponents regarded his views
as dangerous and Sidney told a friend that they
were “moving heaven and earth to keep me out ...
It was a purely political election.”

But a year later he was off on a £660 travelling
fellowship that took him through Europe, Egypt,
Ceylon and Asia, staying with governors,
missionaries, diplomats and even rajahs. There
was rioting in Canton and he wrote to his
daughter: “It was rather exciting, though... All we
saw was the reflection of fire.”

In 1911, in Chicago, he met Jane Addams, the
pioneering social activist, reformer, women’s
suffrage leader, world peace advocate and future
Nobel Peace Prize winner. Sidney visited her Hull
House in Chicago, set up to help newly arrived
migrants settle down. Jane had earlier visited
Sidney in Oxford and been impressed by the work
he was doing, returning in 1915 to tour Barnett
House* with him. She was also a co-founder of
the ACLU. In America he met Teddy Roosevelt
and Howard Taft, as well as many of his super-
achieving former students.

Sidney and Oona had bought a small piece of land
on Boars Hill in 1902, and started moving into
their new retreat from 1913 onwards. “Sidney took
the greatest pleasure in the little house,
{Willowgate} in making new friends on Boars
Hill, and in welcoming old ones from Oxford,”
Oona wrote. But by 1915 he was gravely ill and
friends rallied round, especially Sir Arthur Evans,

who put them up while alterations were made to
Willowgate.

Sidney’s death came unexpectedly, in May 1918.
To pay tribute to its first chairman, Barnett House
launched an annual Sidney Ball Memorial
Lecture. The tradition continues today with
prominent speakers asked to talk on a topic
connected with the study of modern political,
economic and social conditions. On November 5,
prominent economist Dame Minouche Shafik
gave the 2021 lecture, 101 years after agricultural
reformer Sir Horace Plunkett gave the first in
1920. Meanwhile, Sidney’s descendants still live
on the Hill. They are thankful he survived in 1887.

Leo Dobbs

*Editorial note: Barnett House was founded in
Oxford in 1914, physically close to the university
but not formally part of it for another 30 years. It
was a pioneer, designed as a centre for the study of
contemporary social and economic problems, and
for the preparation of young men and women for
social and caring work, and social research,
particularly in the urban ‘settlements’ in
disadvantaged areas.

Sidney Ball with his daughter in Sidmouth 1906




Boars Hill Parish Boundaries Review

If you live in the Sunningwell part of Boars Hill,
you may not be aware that over December and
January the Boars Hill Association has been
collecting signatures from the Wootton and
Cumnor civil parish residents on Boars Hill. The
Boars Hill boundaries have been laid down by the
BHA since the 1970s as shown on the BHA map
(see boarshill.info/maps). But the existing civil
parish boundaries typically follow old agricultural
field ditches and are mostly obsolete having been
marked out in the 19th century at a time when
there was no real community on Boars Hill — in
fact hardly any houses at all. Today there are
numerous anomalies such as the division of
residential gardens between different parishes and
in one case, at least, the boundary runs through the
middle of a dwelling house. The two parts of
Lincombe Lane are divided so that \Wootton
residents have to travel through Sunningwell in
order to reach the rest of their parish.

The existing civil parish
boundaries typically follow old
agricultural field ditches and are
mostly obsolete

Many residents together with the BHA, have long
felt that the community of Boars Hill would be
better served if it was not divided between three
different parishes, namely Wootton, Sunningwell
and Cumnor. A boundary review of civil parishes
is currently being undertaken. The Local
Government Boundary Commission guidance
itself stresses the importance of community
cohesion and that the views of local communities
and inhabitants are of central importance.

The predominantly semi-rural community of
Boars Hill has far more in common with
Sunningwell parish, which is essentially rural in
nature and to which the eastern part of Boars Hill
already belongs, rather than the larger parish of
Wootton. Wootton parish has a population which
is about three times the size of Sunningwell and,
after the proposed boundary change, would still be
substantially larger even without counting the
housing developments currently proposed in
Wootton. Cumnor parish is about six times the

size of Sunningwell and would remain vast by
comparison with the new Sunningwell parish.

In terms of the legislation governing these
boundaries, any local elector can petition for a
change. The petition must be signed by at least
50% of registered voters in the area proposed for
the change. The committee has taken the
opportunity to invite the residents of the Wootton
and Cumnor parts of Boars Hill to sign a petition
if they wish to transfer to Sunningwell parish

The petition for revised boundaries was
distributed in December and as a courtesy both
Wootton and Cumnor parish councils were
informed. Signed petitions were collected in late
December and January from those who were at
home and who had agreed to sign. The result has
shown a very clear majority and both areas have
called for a change. Although, when visited, there
was no reply from a number of households,
nevertheless we were able to invite over 80% to
sign the petition calling for revised boundaries as
detailed below. 233 voters out of a potential 375 in
both areas signed, which represents 62% of all
voters on the roll. But excluding those households
who did not answer when called on, over two
thirds (67%) of all permanent residents were in
favour. Support for the change is well distributed
throughout the affected area right up to the new
boundaries.

The petition was passed to Sunningwell PC which
endorsed it and submitted it to the district council
with a request that the unequivocal wishes of a
large majority of the residents in both petition
areas should be accepted and implemented as
provided for in the legislation so that the whole of
the community of Boars Hill falls within one
parish (see map on facing page).

The BHA has been pleased to have had the
opportunity to promote a united Boars Hill and
now looks forward to the wheels of democracy
making their final turn. The new boundaries
would come into force in spring 2023 in time for
the next council elections in May of that year.
Sunningwell parish will most likely be seeking
two, and possibly three, additional councillors and
the BHA will be encouraging applicants from the



http://boarshill.info/maps

The proposed new civil parish boundaries coincide with Land Registry cadastral parcels.

western and northern parts of the Hill to submit
their names as candidates. It should be noted that
Sunningwell PC is entirely non-party political in
nature.

The BHA has been pleased to have
had the opportunity to promote a
united Boars Hill

I would like to thank the various volunteers both
from the committee and the general BHA
membership who have supported and assisted the
BHA in this significant endeavour.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA




Humanity Returns to Pleasant Land

Oscar Nemon’s Humanity has returned to Pleasant
Land - thanks to Boars Hill donations.

During Oscar Nemon’s lifetime, once a major
public sculpture had been cast into bronze, the
plaster original would be returned to his Studio at
Pleasant Land on The Ridgeway. Here it would
join the cohort of other distinguished figures
flanking the circular driveway. Over time, these
came to include Sir Winston and Lady Churchill,
Montgomery and Sigmund Freud.  White as
ghosts, they stood under rain and sun. Snow fell,
frost fissured them. Eventually, algae began to
shade their features. They were all people Nemon
had come to know, and with whom he remained
connected as their imposing bronze portraits
assumed their designated positions in cities around
the world.

Installed progressively by Nemon from the 1960s
until the 1980s, because he lacked space to store
them indoors, by 2002 only three plasters resisted
the elements sufficiently to be salvageable. Of
these, the seated Freud is now on display in the
Nemon Studio Museum. The St Margaret’s Bay
striding Churchill remains in store awaiting
restoration. And finally Humanity, Nemon’s
Holocaust memorial, featuring a mother lifting her
child to the future in defiance of genocide, was
restored and recast in white resin to return to
Pleasant Land in the autumn of 2021 with the help
of donations from the Boars Hill community and
other visitors.

Sir Winston and Lady Churchill,

Montgomery and Sigmund Freud.

White as ghosts, they stood under
rain and sun

Created in 1965 for Oscar Nemon’s home town of
Osijek, then in Yugoslavia, now in Croatia, the
plaster originally stood in the centre of the tear-
shaped grass turning circle at Pleasant Land.
Surrounded by major public figures of the mid-
twentieth century, the linked mother and child
together bear silent witness to the millions of

‘ordinary’ people who were murdered in the
genocides of World War 11, among them twenty-
two members of Nemon’s own family.

Visitors coming to Pleasant Land for the new 2022
exhibition — ‘Dancing with Shadows: Oscar
Nemon in Oxford during the 1940s’ — will once
more be greeted by Humanity in the turning circle
as they arrive. They will be able to discover more
about the sculptor’s first years in England, and
how Nemon rooted himself in the Oxfordshire
countryside and began to make a new life and self
beyond the immense losses of World War II.

During 2022, the Nemon Studio Museum and
Archive will be open on the last Saturday of the
month for bookable visits from 30 April until 26
November, and at other times for pre-booked
group Vvisits. For more information please visit
WWW.0scarenmon.org.uk.

Alice Hiller

Humanity, in bronze, in Osijek, now in Croatia
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Humanity, recast in white resin, outside the
Pleasant Land studio
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BHA Diary Entries

March - June 2022

Coffee Mornings: Spring 2022

If anyone would like more information, knows of new members, or
would like to host a Friday or Saturday coffee morning, please contact
Susanna or Janet:

Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info

Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info

Boars Hill Garden Club: If you wish to join any of the BHGC talks/
meetings/Zooms, please contact Louise Edwards at boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com or 0780 313 6373

Boars Hill Theatre Club: We're pleased to report that the Theatre Club will be restarting its theatre
outings in the Spring or Summer 2022. We look forward to meeting up with those who have joined us
before and also welcome anyone who would like to come for the first time.  Our visits include travel by
coach, tickets to the theatre and often lunch or supper beforehand. = We aim to provide something for
everyone, ranging from musicals to plays to the BBC Proms in both London and regional theatres. To
register your interest and receive more information, please email Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info
or call Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401

BHA Fox Meet Up: A social evening open to all - we meet at the Fox Inn, Fox Lane. Note that the Fox is
currently closed but planning to open in March (see advertisement in this Newsletter).

BHA Map of all the houses in the area can be obtained for £10.00 from Chris George, contact via
bha@boarshill.info

March
Friday 11th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Judith Walton, Corner House, Foxcombe Lane
OX15DH Tel. 01865 735179 (additional parking at Danesfield, on the other side of Foxcombe Rd).

Friday 11th 7.45 pm: Boars Hill Garden Club online tour and talk by Tinx Newton & Katy Parry: ‘“The
Chelsea Physic Garden, London's oldest botanic garden (founded just three years after Oxford
University's). Discover its fascinating 350 year history and current work.

Wednesday 16th 2 - 4 pm: Craft Group session kindly hosted by Sue Morris, Oakside House, Orchard
Lane Tel. 01865 735392. Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Friday 18th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Lisbet Malling Petersen, Chilswell Edge,
Chilswell Lane OX15BN Tel. 01865 735850

Sunday 20th 4 pm: BHA Winter Talk by Philip Stewart, Oxford’s Parnassus and more on the poets of
Boars Hill. Kindly hosted by Jane and Nigel Jones, Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road.

Saturday 26th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by Sue and Derek Morris,
Oakside House, Orchard Lane Tel. 01865 735392

April

Friday 1st April 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Janet Cochrane, Limekiln House, Hinksey
Hill Tel. 01865 739740

Tuesday 5th from 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a
drink and a chat. Phone 01865 735131 to ensure open.

Friday 8th 7.45 pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Zoom talk by George Pilkington: 'Wild bees and attracting
them to your garden'. TBC
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Thursday 14th 2 - 4 pm: Craft Group session kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane
Tel. 01865 736166. Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Friday 22nd 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Marianna Piris, Long View, Orchard Lane
Tel. 01865 321221

Friday 29th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Susanna Hart, Youlbury House, Boars Hill
OX15HH (At top of Ridgeway turn right past yellow house Little Fosters and keep left by red Scout Camp
notice then keep going left along woody lane until you reach 2 dustbins!) Tel. 01865 327683

May
Tuesday 3rd from 6 pm: The Fox Meet up, on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Wednesday 4th 2-4 pm: Craft Group session kindly hosted by Bernie McCabe, Grace Dieu, Fox Lane
Tel. 01865 730345 or 07786 776738 (first driveway on left after Lincombe Lane as driving downhill
towards the Fox). Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Saturday 7th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by Julia and Hugh Smith,
Seven Oaks, Lincombe Lane OX15DU Tel. 01865 730583

Friday 13th: BH Garden Club provisional date for the AGM/Spring Social, with venue details etc TBC

Friday 13th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by Alison and Robert Kirtland,
Tommys Farm, Wootton Village. (Park by playground/cricket ground opposite Wootton Church)

Tuesday 17th 2 - 4pm: Craft Group session kindly hosted by Jean Davidson, The Lodge and Stables, Old
Boars Hill Tel. 01865 327430. Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Saturday 21st 11.00 am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by Sarah and Richard
Williamson, Birch Copse House, Youlbury OX15HA Tel. 07814 624519. Some parking but could park at
Scout Camp then walk. House is past the Carmelite Priory and then turn next right and walk down the lane

Friday 27th 11.00 am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by Louise Edwards supporting
the BH Charity at Blackthorn, Jarn Way Tel. 01865 327500. Park in drive but avoid grass please.

Advance Notice

Friday 3 June 11.00 am: Jubilee Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by Valerie Barr
Sherwood, Bedwells Heath OX1 5JE Tel. 01865 735304

Saturday 4th June: Queen’s Jubilee BHA Summer Drinks Party kindly hosted by Jane and Nigel Jones,
Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road.

Friday 10th June 11.00 am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Antoinette Mackworth, Blagrove Cottage,
Fox Lane Tel. 07808 961747

Saturday 11th June 10 am to 12 noon: Boars Hill Garden Club Plant Sale and Coffee Morning.

Saturday 18th June 11.00 am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by David Clark, Tall
Trees, Jarn Way Tel 01865 735649

Friday 24th June 12.30 pm: Ladies’ Jubilee Summer Lunch kindly hosted by Birgit Berglund, Tisbury
Lodge, Bedwells Heath Tel. 01865 736751

Sunday 26th - Wednesday 29th June: BHGC Coach Holiday to the gardens of Shropshire, including
Powys Castle just over the border! We will be visiting 7 gardens over the 4 days, including some National
Trust houses and gardens, gardens with nurseries, and with a few free hours in Shrewsbury. Our base will
be the 4 star Mercure Albrighton Hotel and Spa and the holiday is being run by Brightwater Holidays.
Non-members welcome. For more information and a brochure, please contact Louise Edwards at
boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com
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Celebration!

Berkeley Road has witnessed many extraordinary
sights over the years. But on Sunday 30th January,
2022 there appeared the most beautiful image of a
long-gone era. In the drive for battery-driven
vehicles, we forget the most ancient of
transportation — horsepower.

Why were they here in Boars Hill,
on a glorious sunny Sunday
afternoon?

To the delight of all onlookers, a pair of
Gelderlander greys, pulling a pure white glass
Landau carriage, took us back to a romantic period
in history. A fairy tale moment. The pure white
plumes of the harness set off this remarkable sight.

Why were they here, in Boars Hill, on a glorious,
sunny Sunday afternoon? And where did they
come from? After much detective work, we now
know the answers!

Ben Pyper of Lincombe Lane and his daughter
Tasmin wanted a special event to remember
forever his wife Dr Cecilia Pyper’s significant
birthday. An out of the ordinary style to celebrate
a milestone in the life of a long-standing Boars
Hill resident. And they achieved it!

A birthday party of 12 took it in turns to traverse
along Lincombe Lane, Foxcombe Road, Berkeley
Road and The Ridgeway. Observers were
delighted, enthralled and curious.

The Horse and Carriage Hire Company set out
from London that morning to bring delight and
surprise for Cecilia and the Pyper family.

What a charming episode in our challenging times.

Nigel Jones
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A New Minister for St Peter’s

Revd Stephen and Elizabeth Coe

I am pleased to be given the opportunity of
introducing myself as | have recently been
appointed Minister of St Peter’s Church, Wootton.
Part of Boars Hill is in Wootton church parish,
other parts fall in the church parishes of
Sunningwell and Cumnor.

St Peter’s, in Old Wootton Village, has of course
had many links over the years with BH residents
and as a church we continue to offer a warm
welcome to any of our services of Christian
teaching and worship at 10am on Sundays.

My own Christian faith became personally real as
a student at Cambridge University, and after a few
years in management services in London, | had a
variety of Christian ministry roles in England and
Scotland, including Abingdon and North Oxford.
My previous parish was as Vicar of Holy Trinity in
Wallington, South London, for 12 years and | am
delighted to take up this new role that also covers
the parishes of Dry Sandford and Shippon.

Since Elizabeth and | were already living in
Wootton Village (Stile House, opposite the
primary school), the Bishop agreed that we could
stay where we were and that our house can
function as the vicarage for the parish. Arriving in
2017, 1 was overwhelmed by the beauty and
attractiveness of the Boars Hill area. 1 remember
my first gentle jog round the ‘circuit’ from our
house — up Sandy Lane, Ridgeway, Jarn Way, Old
Boars Hill — and relishing the contrast with my
previous street-jogging route in London suburbia.

You are welcome to contact me about any matter
that may be relevant, or 1 am happy just to call
round for a visit. Elizabeth and | have already
tasted something of the lively and friendly
gatherings of BHA in the Garden Club and the
Curry Club.

Stephen Coe

Stephencoe77@gmail.com

Jumble Sale at Cumnor Village Hall, Saturday 23rd April

We are raising funds for Motor Neurone Disease and would welcome donations. Items for sale can be left at
Cumnor Village Hall on Friday 22nd April between 3-6pm and on the Saturday morning between 9am and

noon. Entrance charge: 50p.

For further information: 01865 327819




The Eco Corner

Spring Comes Early - Again

Ecological asynchrony has been in the news
recently, with many media outlets highlighting a
study led by a team from the Cambridge Climate
Dynamics group on the blossoming time of plants
in the UK. This study no doubt caught the popular
attention for a variety of reasons: the historical
sweep was grand (employing records from 1753 to
2019) and the range of plants studied was
impressive (> 400 species), together giving half a
million data points to confirm what we perhaps all
suspected from looking at our own gardens: spring
is getting earlier each year. Whether we might
have predicted that spring had moved forward by a
whole month — a conclusion we can draw from the
reported research - is less clear.

In this context, the remarkably early sightings of
butterflies in recent springs might not seem like
such bad news. | observed a brimstone butterfly
(Gonepteryx rhamni, its names referencing its
angular wing shape and the male’s sulphurous
colouring) on New Year’s Eve.

A pair of Brimstone butterflies in flight

This is a surprisingly early sighting even with this
winter’s relatively mild temperatures. The
brimstone hibernates in the UK, typically in
woodland settings, and will on occasion venture
out on milder days, potentially helping with the
pollination of those earlier blooms highlighted in
the CCD study. But the brimstone needs to get its
timing right: it is univoltine, and if its single flight
period does not coincide with the availability of
nectar from knapweed, scabious and coltsfoot, it
may find itself in difficulties. Its caterpillar is also
fussy with regard to its food plant: only buckthorn
(a plant once used in the manufacture of
gunpowder) will do. As shifts in growing and
flowering periods start to take effect, the
consequences for this species are uncharted — and
unpredictable late frosts such as those we
experienced in 2021 may be devastating for this
beautiful insect.

Shifts in growing and flowering
periods... may be devastating for
this beautiful insect

Another butterfly showing similar recent
behaviour is the orange tip (Anthocharis
cardamines).  Numerous historic datasets have
been aligned with central UK temperature records
to demonstrate that this non-hibernating insect too
is shifting its emergence earlier in the year. You
may now see the lovely orange-tipped males
(surprisingly aggressive in their bid to secure their
preferred territory along the wooded margins of
gardens and hedgerows) at least a week earlier
than even a decade ago.

What was a perfectly synchronised pattern of
springtime activity is becoming increasingly
distorted, with critical life cycle activities shifting
to periods of the year when weather patterns are
less predictable and the risks of failure therefore
so much the greater. Moreover, the domino effect
of such changes is not hard to imagine: garden
birds will need earlier broods if they are to feed
their chicks on the normally abundant orange tip
caterpillars, for example. Whether the early bird
will be able to get its timing right is entirely
unknown.

Christian Hatton
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Male Orange Tip butterfly at Sandford-on-Thames

Oxford Preservation Trust

The OPT is the largest landowner on Boars Hill, its nearly 200
acres spread over 10 major sites. We are surrounded by their
land which has been bequeathed, donated or purchased over
nearly a century. What happens on their land affects us all.

During the lockdowns this beautiful part of Oxfordshire was
visited by thousands of people. This did not come without the
same issues seen elsewhere throughout the country - extra litter,
poor behaviour from some and considerable damage. For most
however our fields simply provided a much-needed breath of
fresh air.

Fortunately this extreme pressure has substantially abated but
there is little doubt that Boars Hill is now ‘on the map’ and
included on many websites giving desirable places to walk.

Yet all the 1000 acres of OPT land have to be managed. Savills
are the appointed Land Agent and OPT are pleased to announce
that Charlie Jackson is the most recent addition to their small
team. She is an experienced chartered landscape architect and is
now the Green Spaces Officer for OPT. We look forward to
meeting her in due course and finding out what plans she will
implement.

Nigel Jones
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Cooks' Corner

Pice ar y maen

(Welsh Cakes)

In Welsh they are called Pice ar y maen, the maen
being the heavy iron bakestone that is used to cook
them on. | used to have one but can’t use it on an
induction hob, so I use a heavy based pancake pan.
It works well, but any flat-bottomed frying pan
will work. Most Welsh families have their own
recipe for the cakes and there are many recipes.
My sister-in-law’s family used marmalade in
theirs and they were delicious. But unfortunately
no one in the family now has the recipe. So you
can basically put what you want in to flavour
them, including spices. I’ve tried quite a few
different ones but this is the recipe that my family
prefers.

Make these for St David’s Day on March 1st.

340g self raising flour

1659 salted butter, cold

100g caster sugar

50-100g dried fruit, often currants
2 medium eggs, beaten

Milk if needed

Firstly very lightly grease the pan with a smear of
butter and set it on a low to medium heat. Check
that it doesn’t get too hot.

Chop the butter into cubes and add to the flour.
Mix by hand until it resembles breadcrumbs or
pulse in a food processor.

Add the sugar and fruit, then the eggs and bring
together to make a soft dough.

Sprinkle a large plate with caster sugar.

Flour the worksurface and roll the dough out to
about 0.5 cm, and cut out with a 7.5cm cutter.

Place the cakes on the pan but make sure they
aren’t cooking too quickly, otherwise they will
burn on the outside before the centre is cooked.
Once the first side is a nice golden brown colour
turn them over. To test if they are done after a few
minutes, gently press the top with your finger. If
the cake wobbles a little, leave for another minute.

Put the cakes on the sugared plate and then onto a
rack to cool.

This quantity of mixture
should make about 18
cakes. They are nicest
hot off the bakestone, but
freeze well if they don’t
disappear at one go! You
can also toast them
quickly.

Happy baking!

Lynne Groom

18




Report from Friends of Boars Hill
Foxcombe Hall Developments

The state of play at Foxcombe Hall at the moment
remains quiescent. There is no firm date for a
decision by the Vale planners, although the feeling
amongst the Friends of Boars Hill and our
advisors is that one is imminent. We now expect
the application to go to committee sometime in
March.  We continue to monitor the situation
closely. As soon as we have firm information, we
will let everyone on our database know the details
so that they can attend the meeting, should they so
wish. Depending upon what the planners say in
their report, there may be other follow-up actions
as well.

Just after the last Newsletter went out, there was a
flurry of activity over some minor revisions to the
plans which the Vale sent around for comment.
The response from the residents was again terrific.
For the first set of plans, we had over 180
responses, all but one opposing the application.

In November, there was a similar number (167) of
residents, all against. In addition, both
Sunningwell and Wootton Parish Councils, the
CPRE, the Oxford Green Belt Network, the
Pilkington Trust, and the OPT have all declared
themselves against the application.  This is a
remarkable result and we are very proud of the
way that the community has come together to
emphasise to the planners the substantial damage
that approving the application would cause.

Rosie Allen
(on behalf of the FOBH Steering Group)
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Tree Surgery
Tree Pruning
Crown Reduction
Crown Thinning

' i ; Hedge Reduction
Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive o oo
Tree and Woodland management service ump Grinding

throughout Oxfordshire. USSR
Tree Planning

We are committed to providing a professional Soil Decompaction

service to care for and restore your trees.

Email us or visit our website

01865 735405
inffo@ringrosetrees.co.uk

, Tree Services
www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

All work to B.S 3998 (2010)

WEMBE, D) 1S0 9001

1SO 14001
1SO 18001
1SO 45001

) ¢
VOICE OF TREE CARE ® @ - ELCOAT

Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance

At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887

www.memyspadeandi.com
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Scarification Top-Dressing

Hollow Tining Removal Weeds
Lawn Aeration Moss Control
Over seeding Professional Service
NO CONTRACT 01235 603605 07866 944 288
Contact Steve ta |Or8arbmal|00m
01865 331501/07894 983801 . Tree fe”mg Tree pruning
Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com - Tree planting Hedge cutting
Hedge removal Stump grinding
Your local heating professionals for:
Boiler Changes—Gas, Oil & LPG *
*12 year guarantee on selected Worcester boilers
Gas/Qil Servicing & Safety Checks *
Breakdown Cover & Maintenance *
Celebrating 25+ years High Efficiency System Upgrades *
A Local Worcester Bosch Accredited Installer and Commercial Gas Heating *
Which? Trusted Trader

Solar Hot Water Systems *

Call: 01865 327083

] Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps *
www.heelasheating.co.uk

info@heelasheating.co.uk Power Flushing *

Heelas Heating & Renewables Air Conditioning (F-gas Cooling & Heating) *
Bayworth Chapel,
Brumcombe Lane,

Abingdon, 0X13 6QU

*T&C apply
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Boars Hill Association Minutes

Committee Meeting held at Danesfield, 7.00pm
on Wednesday 3rd February 2022

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Kathy Blazewicz,
Michael Edwards, Pat Gove, Louise Jacobs, Ann
Loescher & Nicola Park. Apologies: Rosie Allen.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting. Approved.

2. The Treasurer’s report for y/e 31 Dec 2021.
1. Total income was £4931 v £2807 in 2020.
The main reason for this was a substantial
increase in advertising income following a rates
review linked with the new full colour
Newsletter. The overall surplus increased from
£1507 to £1810 and the bank balance went up
from £3040 to £4931
2. The committee thanked the Treasurer for the
quality of the BHA financial recording and
presentation.

3. The Chair’s report:
Since the last meeting the committee became
aware of the opportunity to petition residents to
unite all of Boars Hill into one single parish
rather than three; namely Wootton, Sunningwell
& Cumnor. It was noted that a report of the
subsequent process and outcome would be
published in the newsletter.

4. Special events - The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
1. Celebration date agreed Saturday 4 June.
2. Location Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road
hosted by Jane and Nigel Jones.
3. Details to be determined by a special
committee.

5. The BHAAGM
1. The AGM is to be held in September.
2. Location to be considered is The Carmelite
Priory. The Chair to visit Fr. Hughes to discuss.
3. Aspeaker to be organised.

6. BHA Talks.
It was reported that the following speakers had
been organised:
1. David King. Security in the Cold War
2. Philip Stewart. His recent book.
3. Two speakers have cancelled. Alternatives
need to be organised.

7. Newsletter:
1. Copy date is 11 February 2022.
2. The editor and advertisement manager
outlined a policy to prefer local and new

business when considering which advertisers to
include in the limited space.
8. Foxcombe Hall development
1. PHBS submitted an application as expected,
on 10 May 2021.
2. There is still information to be received by
the Vale of White Horse.
3. The Determination Date was set for 31
January 2022, however...
4. It is now expected to be considered by the
Planning Committee in March or April 2022.
9. AOB
The Treasurer reported that traffic calming
equipment was to be installed along Foxcombe
Road and Fox Lane. This was to be funded by
Sunningwell Parish Council.
10.Next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday
April 27th 2022. \enue to be advised.

The meeting ended at 8.45pm
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Summer Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info or by post to
Hartfield, Lincombe Lane OX1 5DZ. The deadline for copy is 11th May 2022. Articles should be
between 200-700 words, depending on subject, and it is therefore important to contact the editor in
advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible. Articles may be
edited for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: Front cover photo by Nigel Jones; page 14 photo by David Carter. Other photos by contributors
of individual articles.

Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution:  Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 11th May 2022

Date of next Committee Meeting - 27th April 2022
BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2022 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

23



http://www.boarshill.info
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