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Grass Snakes in Foxcombe Woods
John Masefield, poet laureate, man of the people
The Boars Hill Association Platinum Jubilee Party




DISCOVER YOUR
OWN STYLE

WWA's talented team
have designed a
number of bespoke
homes in Boars Hill
and the surrounding
area, as well as
remodelled and
extended existing
homes to unlock
their potential. We
have even achieved
some significant

extensions without
the need for
planning permission.
We have no set style;
all our designs are
developed according
to our clients’ taste,
be it contemporary
or traditional, to bring
out the best in your
property and suit
your living needs.

Get in touch to
speak to our team of
Architects, Planners,
and specialist
consultants.

Call 01235 523139
or visit our website:

in[@]Y’

@WWA_STUDIOS

WWA-STUDIOS.COM




Editorial

Our focus in this Summer newsletter is the poet, sailor, dramatist and socialist John Masefield, who lived
on Boars Hill for fifteen years. He was on the face of it an unlikely literary figure, and a less likely Poet
Laureate. He had missed out on much formal education as a youth; he was sent to sea at only twelve
years old; he worked as a bartender and in a carpet factory; he lived on the streets in New York; and all
while still a teenager. Yet he was a compulsive reader and storyteller, and in later life especially
interested in bringing together people from all social classes for the dramatic performances he organized
in Wootton and on Boars Hill. It’s an extraordinary story.

Our correspondent for all things ecological, Christian Hatton, has given us another fascinating article on
the wildlife that lives with us on Boars Hill, although we may be blissfully unaware of its presence.
Snakes are not everyone’s favourite but the endearing description of the wriggling snakelets in Christian’s
article, and the superb photos of grass snakes in Foxcombe Woods by another enthusiast, James
Wainscoat, may help to change a few minds. As we are constantly reminded in the media, those of us
lucky enough to have gardens, whether large or small, can do so much to help preserve and protect
species that have been under threat for far too long. The suggestions here are easy ones to follow and of
real practical help to a reptile that generally and undeservedly receives a bad press.

In this issue we introduce our new OPT contact, Charlie Jackson, who will be working in our area from
now on and who hopes to meet residents on the volunteer working parties organized by the OPT. Some of
you may well have met her already - check the photo on page fifteen. Charlie also mentions in her article
some of the measures that she and Wootton Parish Council are taking to improve not only habitat for
wildlife, but for us humans too, as they are hoping shortly to install some much-needed waste bins on our
public roads.

There is no need to remind readers of the special weekend approaching, to mark Queen Elizabeth’s
Platinum Jubilee, nor to explain the article on the recent formation of the Ukraine Refugees Support
Group. | hope our depiction of the Ukrainian flag on pages eight to nine to symbolise the support of all
residents on Boars Hill will meet with your approval.

Nicola

Stop Press
Do you know any stories about the large swimming pool at Woodlands Cottages?
I have lived here for fourteen years and am researching the history of my home on Boars Hill. | know quite

a bit about the house (2 Woodlands Cottages, Bayworth Lane) and am trying to find out more about the
large swimming pool built here by Admiral Robey of Woodlands (Foxcombe Road), possibly in the 1920s.

I believe the Admiral opened the pool to local children for free as he was determined that they should all
learn to swim. He even provided a swimming teacher. There are six changing rooms next to the pool which
appear to back that idea up.

Other local groups have used the pool over the years as well as the odd gate crasher!

Please get in touch if you know anything of the history of the pool or have any stories about it. I would
love to hear them all.

Joy Shorten
07940 583378 or via bha@boarshill.info




The Chairman’s Column

It was hard to believe but, whilst we enjoyed the
relative tranquillity of Boars Hill amidst
snowdrops and crocuses, Russian atrocities were
being committed in Ukraine under the guise of
military manoeuvres. But with the continuous
streaming of newsfeed confirming the atrocities,
reality sank in quickly. |1 was asked whether the
BHA was going to support refugees and after
discussing the matter with committee members it
was decided to establish an independent Boars
Hill group. Two committee members, Nigel Jones
and Anne Loescher, along with resident Mike
Dalgleish as the main contact, formed the Boars
Hill Ukrainian Refugee Support Group. They are
liaising regularly with professional and other
refugee organizations to coordinate support. There
are more details of this and how to contact them
on pages eight to nine.

Residents living on Foxcombe Road and Fox Lane
have long been plagued with speeding traffic
which makes joining the carriageway stressful and
even dangerous when pulling out from a side road
or drive. Reducing the speed limit a couple of
years ago from 40 to 30 mph produced a modest
improvement but the road was still blighted with
speed freaks. Last month, Sunningwell Parish
Council installed four speed monitors providing
instant feedback to drivers letting them know
when they are over 30 mph with flashing signs,
and a very polite “Thank you” in green when
within the speed limit. This seems to be having a
positive effect. (Perhaps there is an additional
hidden effect of shaming embarrassed drivers,
since the vehicles behind can also see the speed
being clocked.) I would like to thank SPC for
funding the cameras and in particular Colin Weyer
for liaising with OCC Highways and organizing
and helping to install the equipment. Colin writes
elsewhere in the newsletter on this matter.

In March, we had another BHA talk by Philip
Stewart, kindly hosted by Jane and Nigel Jones at
Whitsun Meadows. The talk, entitled Oxford’s
Parnassus, was in part the launch of Philip’s book
of the same name, and on this occasion, Philip
focused on the wives of the poets of Boars Hill,

who proved to be every bit as interesting and as
entertaining as the poets themselves.

I know that Foxcombe Hall has been the subject of
impassioned conversation for many years now,
and whilst we as a community may be starting to
weary of it, it is essential that we do not become
complacent as we approach, hopefully, the final
hurdle. The application has been called in by the
Vale’s Planning Committee and is likely to be
heard in the next few weeks. We shall email you
with the date and we ask that as many residents as
possible attend the committee meeting. Although
you may have submitted comments either in
support or objecting to the proposals on previous
occasions, | believe there is nothing more potent
than the physical presence of residents at the
meeting whilst the proposal is being voted on.

The BHA will, of course, be hosting the event of
the year: The Boars Hill Association Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee Anniversary Drinks Party. Quite
a mouthful. And if you join us, you can enjoy a
mouthful of strawberries and cream. Or maybe a
mouthful of bubbly. Hopefully both! Nigel and
Jane Jones have once again offered their beautiful
garden as the backdrop for this memorable event,
with the return, by popular request, of the
mediaeval musicians we enjoyed last year. We
would like to invite everyone to enhance the
glamour of the occasion by donning a marvellous
hat or panama.

Finally, friars at the Carmelite Priory in Youlbury,
which offers retreats and workshops to those
seeking to awaken or deepen their spiritual life,
are wishing to reconfigure and refurbish the
Priory. In March the Prior, Father Alex, and his
colleagues invited local residents to view and
discuss their draft proposals whilst enjoying a
glass of wine with cheese and biscuits. If you
would like to find out more about their plans
please visit www.chilswellhouse.co.uk.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA




The Boars Hill Association

Join us to celebrate the platinum jubilee of

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth |1

Saturday 4t June 2022 3-6pm Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road.
Enjoy Strawberries and Cream with a Glass of Bubbly or Pimms
Mediaeval Musicians and Champagne Prize Draw
£10 per person — Cash only at entrance. Children under 16 free.

Elegant Hats & Boaters Appreciated!
To book or for more info contact Pat Gove patgove@hotmail.com




Focus on: John Masefield on Boars Hill

I must down to the seas again
To the lonely sea and the sky...

‘Sea Fever’

John Masefield lived on Boars Hill for only fifteen
years, but he turned the Hill into a hive of cultural
activity. In May 1917, while he was away on
war work, his wife Constance organized the move
into what is now Masefield House and planned an
extension which doubled the length of the living
room and included a top-floor study for her
husband to write in, although he preferred the
garden shed. The rebuilding was finished by
October 19109.

John Masefield by Elliott & Fry
half-plate glass copy negative, 1910s
National Portrait Gallery x82495

The house was recorded in Kelly’s Directory in
the 1870s as The Chalet. It was next to the point
at which the path from Chilswell Farm meets the
Ridgeway, where the *Signal EIm’ stood. Perhaps
the site was chosen for that reason. It was rebuilt
in brick in 1887, the same year as Margaret

Woods’ Thessaly Cottage, the nucleus of the future
Foxcombe Hall. These were the first new houses
on the ridge, which hitherto had been heathland
with wide views on all sides, like the Cumbria
beloved by Clough and Arnold.

Boars Hill was Masefield’s first long-term home.
His mother died when he was six, and the children
were moved first to the grandparents’ house, then
to that of Uncle William and Aunt Kate. Kate
objected to the boy’s endless reading, so she sent
him at only twelve to learn to be a seaman on
HMS Conway. He loved the handiwork on sails
and rigging, reefs and knots, but was terribly
seasick on his trans-Atlantic voyages. He jumped
ship in New York and spent two years between
vagrancy and jobs as a barman and factory worker,
returning to Britain at the age of nineteen.

Constance ... planned an
extension ... which included a top-
floor study for her husband to
write in, although he preferred the
garden shed

Aunt Kate wanted to send him back to sea, so he
moved to London and worked at first as a bank
clerk and then in various writing jobs. In 1902 he
published his popular Saltwater Ballads, including
‘Sea Fever’, voted the nation’s favourite sea poem
more than a century later in 2005. He became a
disciple of WB Yeats, at whose literary sessions he
met Constance de la Cherois-Crommelin, a
Northern Irish woman of Huguenot extraction,
more than ten years his senior. He married her in
1903 and their daughter Judith was born in 1904,
after which they lived at various addresses,
finishing at Lollingdon Farm, near Newbury, when
the war began.

Masefield was still looking for motherly women.
In 1909 he fell heavily for Elizabeth Robins, an
American actress, author and suffragette, sixteen
years his senior, to whom he sent 260 passionate
letters in six months, ending just before Constance
gave birth to their son Lewis. Out of this came
Masefield’s first tortured sonnets and his
masterpiece, The Everlasting Mercy, about a




repentant criminal (1911). In 1916, after three
weeks of intense friendship, he began a
correspondence with an American banker’s wife,
Florence Lamont, six years his senior, to whom he
wrote more than 3,000 letters. She died in 1932.

Although the Masefields knew Robert Bridges,
Poet Laureate 1912-30, this does not seem to be
why they chose Boars Hill. It is more likely to
have been Constance’s decision, as she had a
particular admiration for Bridges’ younger
daughter Margaret. Robert Bridges and John
Masefield were very different socially and
intellectually, and Masefield’s nickname for
Bridges was “‘Growler’. Bridges was a reclusive
old-Etonian, who tried to avoid the rest of Boars
Hill, the appearance of which he considered
‘almost as bad as it could be’. It didn’t help that
Lord Berkeley had turned Berkeley Road into a
corridor, hiding the spectacular views behind a
high wall and a fence.

Masefield was a man of the people, who made his
home a centre for the promotion of theatre and
literature. By 1922, he was organizing dramatic
performances in Wootton village hall, using local
people as actors. The Lamonts donated money to
build a theatre cum music room in his garden —
now a private house, Masefield Cottage. The
foundation stone was laid on 29th February 1924,
and soon a steady stream of productions was being
hosted there, again with local actors, who included
the celebrated Lillah McCarthy. From 1923 to
1930 he also organized the Oxford Recitations —
competitive poetry readings in the University’s
Examination Schools. He was not happy with the
competitive element, however, and continued
informal recitals in his theatre.

The deeply reflective and scientifically informed
war-time sonnets were written in 1916 and 1917,
before the move. Masefield found that Boars Hill
had become ‘rural suburbia’; it had lost the empty
heathland and vast horizons which had inspired so
many poets of the nineteenth century. However,
sitting in his garden shed with its view of Oxford,
he composed some profound poetry, including the
four sonnets published in Enslaved and Other
Poems (1920).

In 1930 Masefield was appointed Poet Laureate,
but Boars Hill soon lost its famous incumbent. In
1932 the family decided to leave for the sake of

Constance’s health. They moved to the Pinbury
estate for four years, until he quarrelled with the
local fox hunt, which trespassed in his garden.
After that they moved to Burcot, where their old
age was marred by the death in action of their son
Lewis in 1942. Constance followed in 1960, and
Masefield in 1967. His ashes were interred in
Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey.  Judith
looked after her parents till the end and lived to
1988 - an illustrator and a writer of children’s
books.

Philip Stewart

Editor’s note: Philip’s book, Oxford’s Parnassus,
gives further material on Masefield and the other
poets who have, at one time or another, lived here
on Boars Hill. For copies, please email:
bha@boarshill.info

John Masefield; Constance Masefield
(née de la Cherois-Crommelin)

by Associated Press vintage print, 3 January 1933
NPG x194293




The Boars Hill Ukrainian Refugee Support Group

The problem of refugees is as old as human
history. There has always been something people
must run from and certainly that is the case in
many places in the world today. That problem has
come to Boars Hill in a very real way as we
prepare to welcome Ukrainian refugees from the
Russian invasion of their country.

When Mike Dalgleish stepped up and
called the first meeting at the Community Centre
in Wootton, inviting anyone interested in
welcoming Ukrainian refugees to the Hill, he had
no idea what the response might be. Mike, with
the help of Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher, led the
meeting to which about 20 local residents came.
There were certainly more questions then than
there were answers and as it turned out that
meeting was just the beginning of a movement
that has gained momentum and which is now
engaged in planning for and welcoming
Ukrainians.

We have Ukrainians in Old Boars
Hill ... a mother and her teenage
daughter who came from Kyiv

The wait for refugees to come through the
painfully slow government visa process has been
frustrating indeed. = Concerned people on and
around the Hill continue to add their names to the
list of those willing to help in housing refugees or
in supporting them with resettling. And then we
must wait.

We are at last fortunate to have Ukrainians
hosted by Peter Ireland in Old Boars Hill. He has
welcomed a mother and her teenage daughter who
came from Kyiv via Poland. Fortunately they
found the visa process quite straightforward. The
mother is looking for work using Youtube and the
daughter is in school. They seem to be finding
their way in this new place and are settling in
well. We are now looking forward to welcoming
more refugees.

As we tried to establish a programme that
would suit the needs of incoming refugees, it soon
became clear that those of us trying to organize
that support programme had too little knowledge

of how to do it. The government requirements that
refugees must meet before being allowed to
resettle are daunting and so too are things required
of communities willing to welcome them. We
found help at Asylum Welcome in Oxford who
have a high level of response throughout
Oxfordshire. They have invited us to join Zoom
meetings at which we have learned a great deal
about what is required of people willing to work
with refugees.

In an effort to maximise the impact of our
nascent programme here on the Hill we will work
under the guidance of Asylum Welcome and are
known as the Boars Hill Ukraine Refugee Support
Group (BH-URSG). Our email address is
ukraine@oxiva.uk . We are building a small data
base of services people are willing to offer so we
can more easily direct those services to where they
are needed. When faced with questions we are ill-
equipped to answer we refer people to Asylum
Welcome. For example, if a refugee were to apply
to be resettled without going through the
government visa process we would refer them to
Asylum Welcome.

It has been suggested that someone might
like to design an icon for the BH-URSG. Maybe
that is something some of our young people might
like to get involved in. If you would like to design
an icon for consideration please email it to
ukraine@oxiva.uk.

It should be noted that Boars Hill Ukraine
Refugee Support Group is separate from the Boars
Hill Association and enquiries about any refugee
issues should not be directed to the BHA.

We have every hope our programme will
prove useful but we also hope it will not be
needed for very long and that soon Ukraine will
once again be safe for all Ukrainians. Indeed
history bears witness to the fact that what refugees
ultimately want is to go home...

Ann Loescher




Proposed Boars Hill Ukrainian Refugee Support Group

Basic Principles

The Boars Hill Ukrainian Refugee Support
Group (“BH-URSG”) is a group of Boars
Hill and Sunningwell resident volunteers
who have an interest in supporting
Ukrainian refugees and hosts in Boars Hill
and nearby.

Asylum Welcome (“AW?”) is an
established regional refugee support
charity for the Oxfordshire area.

BH-URSG provides a point of contact
with Boars Hill volunteers for AW

BH-URSG functions:

O Provide resources pool; e.g. transport,
counselling, dealing with UK
authorities, language teaching etc.
from its local supporters.

O Refugee integration into community;
e.g. coffee mornings, BBQs, visiting
local shopping and recreational
facilities. The main function to provide
a means for refugees to widen their
contacts. Invitations to social events to
include nearby areas.

O Front line support for refugees and
hosts in local area

O Communication channel for AW to
local volunteers and resources

O Collect and operate an email database
and emailing function for volunteers.

O The database to include skills and
resources available, e.g. Transport
from ports, hosting a coffee morning,
hosting a BBQ, organizing a day out to
Cotswold Wildlife Park, hosting a
supper etc.

O Liaise with other URSGs operating
nearby, e.g. Wootton, Cumnor,
Abingdon, Oxford.

O Feedback of local issues to AW

Asylum Welcome (AW) provides for
BH-URSG:

O News and knowledge on refugee
matters

O Regular Zoom forum including other
URSGs

O Occasional speaker support for
BH-URSG events

O Connection through to national bodies
& authorities (e.g. local government)

O Escalation channel on refugee and host
issues

O A page (off a list of all URSGs) on
their website, containing contact
details to us

Practical Details

The organizers consist of M.J. Dalgleish,
N. Jones, and A. Loescher.

An email address to ukraine@oxiva.uk
reaches the 3 organizers for appropriate
action.

An email addressed to
ukraine-all@oxiva.uk will be forwarded to
the full group (~20) of supporters. It is
forwarded manually so there may be a
slight delay.

Mike Dalgleish will be responsible for the
practical aspects of email communications.

Our contact at Asylum Welcome is
Adrian Sell, Ukraine Programme Manager
Tel. 07505 380 317

Mike Dalgleish
Tel. 01865 570660







Wootton, Dry Sandford & District History Society

The inaugural meeting of the Society took place
on Thursday 25th May 1989. Residents of both
Wootton and Dry Sandford were interested in
learning more of the origins and development of
their villages and held a trial meeting to discover
whether others felt a similar curiosity. 26 people
attended, enough to convince them to go ahead.

In the early years of the Society, members
researched their villages and recorded landscape
features, buildings and oral reminiscences. They
also wrote articles on these subjects, which are in
the Society library and available to members.

Normally we hold six lecture meetings a year on
the second Thursday of each month between
September and March. In December we hold a
social event with refreshments and entertainment,
and our AGM is held in April, after which we
often have a speaker. In May, June and July we
arrange visits or walks to places of interest, often
connected to the previous year’s talks.

During the 32 years of the Society’s existence, our
talks have covered an immense range of subjects

and we have visited many fascinating places in the
area. The Society is a member of The Oxfordshire
Local History Association which seems to have an
inexhaustible supply of excellent lecturers on an
amazing range of subjects, so we hope to arrange
interesting programmes for many years to come.

Our meetings are held in Function Room 1 at the

WADS Community Centre and start at 7.30pm.

Coffee and biscuits are served from 7.00pm and

visitors are welcome for a charge of £4.00. New

members are especially welcome, so please

contact one of the following if you would like to
join us.

Adrian Cantwell: 01865 327820

Carol Murray: 01865 739359

Angela Hudson 01865 735277

www.history-society.org

See Diary for Programme of Events 2022

Farewell Rose Stevens

Rose Stevens died on 3rd April and her funeral
was held at Barford Crematorium which was well
attended by family and friends. Rose and her
husband Dick had lived together on the Hill since
1989 but Dick was also born there. Rose was
Dutch and was born in Nijmegen but moved to
England in 1966 after marrying Dick. Rose came
from a sporty family and even played hockey for
The Netherlands on one occasion. She also played
golf for a representative Kenyan side. Her
daughter Myrica organizes athletics in Western
Australia and her son, Rupert, captains an A380
airbus.

Rose loved handicrafts and was always busy on
that front. She made clothes for children and took
a course in ceramics in Scarborough when she was
newly married. She took a term’s course to gain a
B Tech in Joinery. She also knitted some very
complicated patterns on dresses and made her own
wedding dress.

Dick Stevens



http://www.history-society.org

BHA Diary Entries
June-August 2022

Coffee Mornings: Summer 2022

If anyone would like more information, knows of new members or
would like to host a Friday or Saturday coffee morning, please contact
Susanna or Janet:

Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info

Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info

Boars Hill Theatre Club: We're pleased to report that the Theatre Club will be restarting its theatre
outings soon. We look forward to meeting up with those who have joined us before and also welcome
anyone who would like to come for the first time. Our visits include travel by coach, tickets to the theatre
and often lunch or supper beforehand. We aim to provide something for everyone, ranging from musicals
to plays to the BBC Proms, in both London and regional theatres. To register your interest and receive
more information, please email Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info or call Kathrine Tollis

on 01865 735401

Boars Hill Coffee Morning Jubilee Celebration

Friday 3rd June 11.00am

ALL WELCOME (including Partners)

kindly hosted by Valerie Barr

Sherwood, Bedwells Heath, Boars Hill OX1 5JE

June

Friday 3rd 1lam: Jubilee Celebration Coffee Morning ALL WELCOME (including partners) kindly
hosted by Valerie Barr, Sherwood, Bedwells Heath OX1 5JE Tel. 01865 735304

Saturday 4th 3 - 6pm: Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Summer Drinks Party kindly hosted by Jane and Nigel
Jones, Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road. Please let Pat Gove know if you wish to attend a via
bha@boarshill.info. See separate advert for more details.

Tuesday 7th from 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a
drink and a chat.

Friday 10th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Antoinette Mackworth, Blagrove Cottage, Fox Lane
Tel. 07808 961747

Saturday 11th 10am - 12.30pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Plant Sale & Coffee Morning, kindly hosted by
Kathrine Tollis, Broom Hill Copse, Lincombe Lane  Tel. 01865 735401. All welcome. Donations of




plants and cakes much appreciated - please contact Louise on boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com for more
information.

Friday 17th 7.30pm: Boars Hill Curry Club - Venue to be announced nearer the time. Contact Dave Gove
via bha@boarshill.info for more details.

Saturday 18th 11.00am: Coffee Morning - ALL WELCOME- kindly hosted by David Clark, Tall Trees,
Jarn Way Tel. 01865 735649

Wednesday 22nd 2.00pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Antoinette Mackworth, Blagrove Cottage,
Fox Lane Tel. 01865 735543. Please let Antoinette know if you wish to attend.

Friday 24th June 12.30 pm: LADIES SUMMER LUNCH kindly hosted by Birgit Berglund,
Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells Heath, Boars Hill Tel. 01865 736751

July

Tuesday 5th from 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a
drink and a chat.

Wednesday 13th 2.00pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way
Tel. 07803 136373. Please let Louise know if you wish to attend.

Saturday 23rd 10am: BHA Walk to Happy Valley. Coffee at the Garden Centre. Meet at Bus Stop
Corner, Jarn Way. Contact Pat Gove on 01865 735655 or Kathy Blazewicz on 01865 327454 for more
information. No need to book.

August

Tuesday 2nd from 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a
drink and a chat.

Thursday 11th 2.00pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Lynne Groom, 1 Lincombe Lodge, Fox Lane
OX1 5DN Tel. 01865 735948. It’s the second turning after Lincombe Lane on the left downhill towards
the Fox Inn. Please park next door uphill (first turning on the left after Lincombe Lane at Grace Dieu).
Please let Lynne know if you wish to attend.

Advance Notice

Thursday 8th September 2022 7.30pm: Wootton & Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting
held in the Wootton & Dry Sandford Community Centre, Lamborough Hill, Wootton OX13 6DA. ‘Rose
Hill (Oxford): Surprising contrasts and great historical interest’, by Liz Woolley. Tea and Coffee served
from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4.

Wednesday 14th September 2022 at 7pm: Boars Hill Association Annual General Meeting at the
Carmelite Priory.

Thursday 13th October 2022 7.30pm Wootton & Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting
held in the Wootton & Dry Sandford Community Centre. ‘Stonyborow (Oxon): Roman place names,
landscape and buildings’, by Abigail Lloyd.

Thursday 10th November 2022 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting
held in the Wootton & Dry Sandford Community Centre. ‘How the Brownies helped win World War I,
including their secret work for MI19’, by Karen and Brett Wiles.




The Eco Corner: Snakes!

Not really liking snakes is probably rather a
common situation: there is doubtless a strong
evolutionary reason for us being somewhat wary
of them, bolstered by extensive cultural coaching
(running the full gamut from the book of Genesis
to Snakes on a Plane). But to the unbiased eye,
they are beautiful creatures — and you almost
certainly have some in your garden.

Reaching in ... may yield a handful
of warm wriggling snakelets

We have three species of snake resident in the UK:
the very rare smooth snake (largely confined to
regions of Dorset); the adder, our only venomous
snake, with declining populations found in
undisturbed heathland areas of Oxfordshire; and
the more robust population of grass snakes.
Properly speciated as the barred grass snake

(Natrix natrix helvetica), this is the snake you are
likely to find in sunny spots around Boars Hill.

Sometimes called the water snake, they are often
most readily spotted as they swim (surprisingly
briskly) across ponds in search of their favoured
prey of frogs and toads. Even the smallest pond
will do: my two tiny ponds of less than a metre
across are both frequented by our resident snakes
in the summer. Fortunately for the amphibian
population, grass snakes are reputed to need only
three or four good meals per summer season.

They lay their eggs in midsummer, and require
significant warmth for hatching. This makes
compost heaps an especially favoured site for
laying, and, in late August - if you are feeling
brave enough — reaching into the centre of an
otherwise undisturbed compost heap may yield a
handful of warm wriggling snakelets!

For those who are too squeamish for this, good
views of grass snakes can also be reliably
achieved by the careful positioning of a small
sheet of corrugated iron in a quiet sunny spot in
the garden. These serve as warming sites, to help
the snakes reach active temperatures at the start of
the day. Carefully lift the sheet and you may well
be rewarded with the sight of a coiled grass snake
or two. The thoughtful management of Foxcombe
Woods by ecologist Stephen West (as described in
previous editions of the Boars Hill Newsletter)

includes such ‘snake hides’, and the photographs
for this article were taken there in June last year.

As the year turns and temperatures start to wane
grass snakes seek out places for hibernation —
often a hollow log, an underground burrow or an
undisturbed leaf pile. An excellent excuse for
avoiding a too-scrupulous approach to gardening!

So whatever your views on its more troublesome
cultural ancestors, this is one snake in the grass
with which you can be happy to share your space.

Christian Hatton




Oxford Preservation Trust

You may have already met me - Charlie Jackson,
the new Green Spaces Officer - as | have been
spending lots of time in Boars Hill. | joined at the
end of November and have been getting to know
OPT’s green spaces across the whole city over the
past 6 months. | have seen first-hand how much
the BH residents love OPT’s green spaces and |
know that OPT is really appreciative of your
support. OPT owns these green pockets because as
a charity we have bought or been given them over
the past 95 years, in order to protect and enhance
the green and historic setting of Oxford for the
benefit of its people and visitors.

Land Work on Boars Hill

Over the past six months, we have held six
volunteer work parties on Boars Hill, continuing
to rejuvenate the woodlands of the Matthew
Arnold Reserve and Abraham Wood with funding
from the Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment. We
hosted a successful self-guided Easter Egg Hunt in
Abraham wood. This led to many families
enjoying the joyous sight of bluebells in full
flower whilst spotting the new bird boxes.

We’ve also been clearing the rushes on the Old
Golf Course and have planted two new fruit trees
in Elizabeth Daryush Memorial Garden. If you
regularly walk through the memorial garden and
would like to give the young trees a drink of water
every now and then, please let Charlie know
c.jackson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk.

Looking for owners of dog's grave

In Abraham Wood we are aware of a site where a
local has lovingly buried their dog. | have tried to
make contact with these people and ask them
please to call me on 01865 242 918. | would like
to offer my sympathies but I must also ask for the
sign now to be taken down, as it is causing distress
to other visitors. We are very sorry for the loss the
owner must feel;  however we must remind
everyone that burying pets is not permitted on
OPT’s green spaces.

Future plans

I am developing a strategy for updating signage
for all OPT sites and am investigating the
possibility of Wootton Parish Council installing
two new bins on Boars Hill. Once the bird nesting
season has passed, OPT and volunteers are

planning to give Jarn Heath and Mound some
extra care by clearing undergrowth and
transplanting woodland flora. We’ll be
implementing an updated management plan for the
Ridgeway which is currently providing sources of
food, nesting material and habitat for wildlife
whilst the road remains clear. If you want to get
involved with our volunteer community, please
visit our website for the Conservation Work Party
events. It’s also easy to join our members
community via the website or by calling us. As a
member you are enabling and supporting us in the
care and enhancement of these special places.

If you see me on Boars Hill in the coming months,
please come and say a friendly Hello.

Charlie Jackson
c.jackson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk




Traffic Control on Foxcombe Road and Fox Lane

The issue of speeding traffic has been with us for
many Yyears, especially for those who actually live
along the main road through our community.

There has been much demand for something to be
done and Sunningwell Parish Council has
provided funding for four interactive speed signs
which certainly can only improve matters. Oxford
County Council Highways Dept assisted by
providing advice on the selection of devices and
their location.

The devices are able to measure the number of
vehicles and their speed in both directions; not just
those facing the interactive display. Even for the
initial two week period, there was a very large
amount of data which will take considerable time
to analyse; however, some early information
shows that on a typical day more than 2,500
vehicles use the road in each direction. During the
morning and afternoon rush hours the figures are
250-300 per hour with nearly as many during late
mornings at the weekend.

During the first two weeks speeds were clocked as
high as 80mph! There were several more over 70
and several dozen between 50 and 70mph. Many
of these were at night but sadly some were not.
There will always be reprobates who will ignore
the law and, other than the installation of very
expensive speed humps at regular intervals, it is

not easy to stop them. The police have been
contacted with a view to relieving some of these
speed merchants of their money and they appear to
be interested in receiving our data when it has
been analysed.

However, on the brighter side, almost anyone can
observe many speeding drivers slowing down
when they see their speed displayed in real time.
This seems to be confirmed by an initial analysis
of the data which appears to show an average
percentage reduction in double figures. And one
decent driver can also have the effect of slowing
down any who are hugging their tail.

Mention should be made of some misinformed
comments posted on the Boars Hill Facebook page
including one to the effect that the parish council
did “a stupid and destructive thing” by designating
the section of road adjoining Bagley Wood as a
40mph zone. In fact, this section of road is not a
part of Sunningwell parish and SPC has never
been involved in setting this speed limit.

Finally, please note that the signs are powered by
batteries charged from solar panels. If anyone
should notice a malfunctioning sign, especially
when the days become shorter again, please email
bha@boarshill.info so that the batteries can be
swapped with some ready-charged reserves.

Colin Weyer - Chairman, SPC




Report from Friends of Boars Hill

Foxcombe Hall Update

Despite the huge amounts of work put in by the
Friends over the last four years, we believe that
the Vale’s Planning Department is still determined
to recommend approval of the application, even in
the face of such huge local opposition. We must
now hope that, as in the case of Ripon Lodge, the
actual Planning Committee overrules that
recommendation. Our best guess is that the
application will be considered at a meeting in
June.

Our local District Councillor, Val Shaw, is doing
excellent work representing the community view
on the issue and will speak at the meeting
although she is not allowed to vote on the
decision.  We understand that the Committee
meetings are now held in rooms too small to allow
public attendance but that the proceedings can be

watched live online. We will circulate details of
how to log-on as soon as they are clear. The
speaking time for objectors is strictly controlled at
three minutes and so The Friends have appointed a
planning consultant to speak at the meeting.

Any further information will be communicated as
soon as it is available.

Rosie Allen
on behalf of Friends of Boars Hill Steering Group

The Fox is back!

Come and join us!

Our delicious menus are packed with
local and seasonal dishes and we
can’t wait to share them with you.

There are still a few bits of DIY to
finish off, but we're nearly there.
We're sure you'll agree it's been worth
the wait and that we're a million times
better than ever.

The Aunt Sally is in and we've nearly
finished the decking.

The Fox is back
and open for business!

Chris, Tommy and the Team




Cooks' Corner

Gooseberry and Eldevflower Jam

Gooseberries ripening in our gardens will make this the perfect recipe for June

1kg gooseberries, topped & tailed
900g granulated sugar

300ml water

100ml elderflower cordial

Jam jars

Makes approximately 1.5kg of delicious jam.

Place a couple of small plates in the freezer in
preparation for the setting test later.

Warm sterilised jam jars minus their lids in the
oven (or I use the microwave for 1 minute).

Cook the gooseberries in the water over a low heat
for about 15 minutes, stirring occasionally, until
the fruit is softened. Use a potato masher or fork to
break down the gooseberries a little.

Add the sugar and continue to cook gently,
stirring, until all the sugar is dissolved. Then turn

up the heat and boil rapidly for 10 minutes,
stirring to ensure it doesn’t burn at the bottom.

If you have a jam thermometer, the jam reaches
setting point at 105 deg.C.

Test a teaspoonful on a frozen plate; if it wrinkles
when pushed by a spoon handle it is ready to set.
If not, continue to rapid boil a little longer before
testing again.

At this point remove
from the heat and stir in
the elderflower cordial.
Allow to cool for a few
minutes before pouring
into sterilised and
warmed jars.

Cover and seal.

Jean Davidson




Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.
Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.
Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.
Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490



http://www.melissahutcheson.co.uk
mailto:melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Tree Pruning
Crown Reduction
Crown Thinning

' i ; Hedge Reduction
Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive o oo
Tree and Woodland management service ump Grinding

throughout Oxfordshire. USSR
Tree Planning

We are committed to providing a professional Soil Decompaction

service to care for and restore your trees.

Email us or visit our website

01865 735405
inffo@ringrosetrees.co.uk

, Tree Services
www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

All work to B.S 3998 (2010)

WEMBE, D) 1S0 9001

1SO 14001
1SO 18001
1SO 45001

) ¢
VOICE OF TREE CARE ® @ - ELCOAT

Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance

At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887

www.memyspadeandi.com




Scarification Top-Dressing

Hollow Tining Removal Weeds
Lawn Aeration Moss Control
Over seeding Professional Service
NO CONTRACT 01235 603605 07866 944 288
Contact Steve ta |Or8arbmal|00m
01865 331501/07894 983801 . Tree fe”mg Tree pruning
Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com - Tree planting Hedge cutting
Hedge removal Stump grinding
Your local heating professionals for:
Boiler Changes—Gas, Oil & LPG *
*12 year guarantee on selected Worcester boilers
Gas/Qil Servicing & Safety Checks *
Breakdown Cover & Maintenance *
Celebrating 25+ years High Efficiency System Upgrades *
A Local Worcester Bosch Accredited Installer and Commercial Gas Heating *
Which? Trusted Trader

Solar Hot Water Systems *

Call: 01865 327083

] Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps *
www.heelasheating.co.uk

info@heelasheating.co.uk Power Flushing *

Heelas Heating & Renewables Air Conditioning (F-gas Cooling & Heating) *
Bayworth Chapel,
Brumcombe Lane,

Abingdon, 0X13 6QU

*T&C apply
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Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes

Committee Meeting
Held at Walden, Foxcombe Road.
7.00pm on Wednesday, 27 April 2022

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Nicola Park
(Newsletter Editor), Kathy Blazewicz, Michael
Edwards, Pat Gove, Louise Jacobs, Ann Loescher.
Apologies: Rosie Allen.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting. Approved.

2. The Treasurer’s report
To 31 March, 2022 (2021).
Cash at Bank: £8,276.23 (£6,263.72)
Revenue: £3,772.00 (£3.591.00)
Costs: £427.06 (£368.14).
Limited events, so no losses.

3. The Chair’s report:
Traffic calming measures
Sunningwell Parish Council has installed inter-
active speed signs on Foxcombe Road and Fox
Lane. A large amount of data is being generated
for analysis. The highest speed recorded so far
is 80mph. The monitors were organized and
installed by Colin Weyer (as Chairman, SPC)
who was thanked by the committee.

Foxcombe Hall

After over 4 years the many times revised
application may be presented to the Planning
Committee in June. The case could turn on so
called exceptional reasons to permit building in
the green belt. The democratically elected
Planning Committee will decide. Our district
councillor, Val Shaw, as well the Friends of
Boars Hill have been outstanding throughout
this period.

4. Special events
The BHA Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration
1. Saturday 4 June 2022. 3-6pm at Whitsun
Meadows, Berkeley Road kindly hosted by Jane
and Nigel Jones.
2. Double size white gazebos will be purchased
in time for the event. The existing equipment is
now in rather worn condition.
3. There will be an entry charge of £10 per
head. Children under 16 free. Payment cash
only at the door.
4. Strawberries and cream will be served as
well as nibbles. Drinks will be Pimm’s and
Prosecco. A stocktake of wine held by BHA will
be undertaken.
5. Apriority will be to advertise the event in
good time and also promote it in the Newsletter

5. The BHAAGM
1. The AGM to be held 14 September 2022
2. Venue to be considered is The Carmelite
Priory. The Chair to visit Fr. Hughes to discuss.

6. The Ukrainian Crisis.
A separate committee has been established by
Boars Hill residents to lead a Boars Hill
response to the crisis. A sizeable group met at
the Wootton Village hall and contacts were
being established with similar groups.

7. Newsletter:
Copy date for the autumn edition is
12 August 2022.

8. Next meeting
The next committee meeting will be held
2 August 2022 at 7pm. The venue will be
Yew Cottage, kindly hosted by Michael
Edwards.
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Autumn Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info or by post to
Hartfield, Lincombe Lane OX1 5DZ. The deadline for copy is 12th August 2022. Articles should be
between 200-700 words, depending on subject, and it is therefore important to contact the editor in
advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible. Articles may be
edited; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: Front cover photo by James Wainscoat. Other photos by contributors of individual articles.
Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 12th August 2022

Date of next Committee Meeting - 2nd August 2022
BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2022 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.
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http://www.boarshill.info
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