The Boars Hill Newsletter

Autumn 2022, Number 229

A summer of heat waves and drought
Jubilee Celebration supplement
Elephants and tigers on the Hill




DISCOVER YOUR
OWN STYLE

WWA's talented team
have designed a
number of bespoke
homes in Boars Hill
and the surrounding
area, as well as
remodelled and
extended existing
homes to unlock
their potential. We
have even achieved
some significant

extensions without
the need for
planning permission.
We have no set style;
all our designs are
developed according
to our clients’ taste,
be it contemporary
or traditional, to bring
out the best in your
property and suit
your living needs.

Get in touch to
speak to our team of
Architects, Planners,
and specialist
consultants.

Call 01235 523139
or visit our website:

in[@]Y’

@WWA_STUDIOS

WWA-STUDIOS.COM




The Chairman’s Column

The biggest event of the year, not just on Boars
Hill but across the nation, was the celebration of
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The four-day bank
holiday festivities were launched on the Hill at the
wonderful coffee morning kindly hosted by
Valerie Barr. The event was very well attended
and the tone of the weekend was set with a glass
of champagne to toast Her Majesty.

However, the main event on the Hill that weekend
was the Boars Hill Association Jubilee Party.
Approximately 150 people attended including
children. Mediaeval minstrels provided the
musical backdrop for the occasion and Pimms and
Bubbly flowed freely. We held a BHA Hat
Competition which featured no less than four hat
categories; the largest, the most colourful, the
most ridiculous and of course, the most patriotic
hat. | want to thank Ann Loescher and Michael
Edwards for judging a very strong field in all
categories. And a big thank you to the many
people who went to the trouble of donning a
distinctive hat making the afternoon particularly
colourful and festive.

But the biggest thanks must go to Jane and Nigel
Jones for allowing the BHA to host the party in
their quintessential English garden. Thanks also to
all the BHA committee members and the many
residents who helped with the set up and during
the event including Stuart and Ann Packford,
Dave Gove, Peter Da Costa, Les, Kathy and other
Blazewicz family members, Antoinette
Mackworth, John Park and Lucille Stewart with
her charming granddaughter. My thanks also to
Keith Davies who took over 230 beautiful
photographs. We have a separate supplement in
the middle of this newsletter featuring some of the
best images of this most memorable occasion.

The BHA AGM will be held at the Carmelite
Priory, Youlbury, on 21st September. After the last
two AGMs being via Zoom, | am looking forward
to greeting residents in person. As in previous pre-
Covid years this is an opportunity to enjoy a glass
of wine whilst chatting with friends and
neighbours. As before, plates of finger food to
share would be appreciated from attendees. Please

see the AGM Notice on page 21 in the newsletter
for full details.

You may remember that in February we collected
petition signatures from Wootton Parish residents
living on Boars Hill (which two thirds signed) to
ask the Governance and Parish Boundary Review
Committee to revise the parish boundaries in such
a way that all Boars Hill residences would be in a
single parish, namely Sunningwell Parish. The
review committee met in May and decided to
conduct a public consultation in July. However,
the proposals suggested were NOT what had been
asked for, and the BHA committee is extremely
frustrated and irritated by the direction in which
this matter is going. Please read more detail about
this, elsewhere in the newsletter.

We have, in my opinion, a chicken and egg
situation at the Fox Inn. When it first reopened,
we had very mixed opinions about the quality of
service overall (but particularly on the dining side
of the business). But in recent months the quality
has improved greatly. However, the less than
positive experiences earlier in the year have
possibly resulted in some residents choosing to go
elsewhere. This means that the Fox is not getting
the business it needs to enable further
improvements. Hence the chicken and egg
scenario. If we don’t support it with our custom,
enabling it to thrive, we shall eventually lose this
valuable asset on Boars Hill. Use it or lose it!

| write this as we experience a second heat wave
this summer. Whilst we obviously need rainfall,
and plenty of it as soon as possible, it sometimes
seems to be the same people who are complaining
of too much heat who usually complain of our
summers being too wet. Perhaps we are going to
have to adjust our agricultural practices and
seasonal routines to accommodate new weather
patterns. Well, whatever climate change throws at
us, | wish you a most enjoyable Summer’s end as
we glide into Autumn with its rich russets and
burnished copper landscapes.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA
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Editorial

The summer of 22 will surely be remembered for its heat waves, intense temperatures and drought,
graphically illustrated on our front cover with the view down to Oxford from the Old Golf Course. It was
also of course the summer in which we emerged from Covid restrictions and began to return to normal
life, a major element no doubt in the success of all Jubilee street and garden parties here and throughout
the country. Our social clubs are also back in action: the Theatre Club has a date in the diary for its second
London outing since Covid (for further details, see page 10), the Walking Club has got off to a great start
and other clubs and societies are also in full swing. The Diary pages have all the details of their activities.

In this newsletter we include a separate supplement as a memento or souvenir of our BHA Jubilee
Summer Garden Party. We tried to include as many of you as possible in the photos but inevitably some
people have been missed. There are further photos and accounts in the newsletter itself of other garden
parties that took place both in Lincombe Lane, hosted by Hugh and Julia Smith, and Orchard Lane, hosted
by Julia and David Bennett.

The effects of climate change on both wildlife and landscape have been mentioned in articles in previous
newsletters and in this issue Christian Hatton’s enthralling and colourful article on moths spotlights the
subject once again. It seems that warmer temperatures are bringing the stunning hummingbird hawkmoth
to the UK, a moth | last saw just two years ago in Methoni in the Peloponnese. While we all deplore
rising sea levels and hotter temperatures, we have to admit that it’s a delight to see visitors such as these.

My special thanks to Christian and all the other contributors in this and previous newsletters. Lynne
Groom has found a favourite old family recipe for forcemeat balls that look especially tempting for the
approaching autumn months - the perfect seasonal recipe. Could I ask for other suggestions for the Cooks’
Corner, especially for recipes that also match the time of year? | would also welcome ideas for any Boars
Hill-related articles, and if you don’t want to write the article yourself we can always find someone to
help out. John Eekelaar, Leo Dobbs, Susanna Wahid, Alice Hiller and Philip Stewart have in the last few
months researched some particularly interesting former residents of Boars Hill for our Focus pages but we
do need suggestions for future subjects.
And how about a woman for a change? A
little bit of research is usually required
(we can help with that too if necessary)
but it is always rewarding to explore a bit
of the story behind an exceptional man
or woman - and sometimes there are a
few surprises.

Nicola

Hummingbird Hawkmoth
(Macroglossum stellatarum)
on Boars Hill, August 2022




Two special Boars Hill residents: Alison Bond (1934-2022)...

Alison was born in Dublin on 4 September 1934.
Her father, Mr. Justice Kingsmill Moore was a
lawyer, eventually becoming a judge on the
Supreme Court of Ireland. In 1956 she took a
Degree in Ancient and Modern Literature (Latin
and French in her case) at Trinity College, Dublin,
where she met Godfrey Bond. She came to Oxford
in 1956 to do the Diploma in Education, and went
to Aix-en-Provence 1957-58 as an assistante at a
French School, returning to England to teach Latin
and French at Roedean 1958-59. In 1959 she
married Godfrey Bond, who was then a Fellow of
Pembroke College, Oxford, teaching Classics. In
1961 they bought Masefield House on Boars Hill.
They had three children, Catherine, Elwyn and
Kingsmill, all born in Dublin.

As a Fellow at Pembroke, Godfrey served as Dean
and Senior Tutor, but also took on University
duties as Proctor and finally and most
prestigiously, Public Orator of Oxford University.
Alison began teaching Latin to history
undergraduates at Oxford as in those days they
had to pass exams in two languages, and some
chose Latin.

Together they were outstanding in the care they
took for their students, frequently entertaining
them for lunch at Masefield House. But it was not
only students who benefited from their care. | had
become Law Fellow at Pembroke in 1965.
Coming from (then) Southern Rhodesia, | had no
family in England, and friends made as a student
had dispersed. Godfrey and Alison virtually
‘adopted” me, even on one occasion taking me on
a family holiday with them. It was no accident that
I eventually purchased my present home a short
distance from theirs.

In 2002 she began training as a
Samaritan and only gave up night
shifts at the age of 84

In 1973 Alison took a year-long counselling
course at the Tavistock Institute in London,
intending to join the university counselling
service. She obtained a position as a research
assistant in the Oxford Department of Psychiatry,
working for Dr Dennis Gath for 25 vyears,
including on a project that showed that, contrary
to what many then thought, hysterectomies
improved womens’ lives. In 2002 she began
training as a Samaritan and only gave up night
shifts at the age of 84. At 75 she began studying
for the two-year Oxford Diploma in English
Language and Literature, which she was awarded
in 2011.

Since her year in France, Alison loved to travel,
enjoying many family holidays in France, Greece
and Ireland. Later she travelled with groups, and
at her 75th birthday it was calculated that she had
visited 75 countries, and all continents including
Antarctica.

John Eekelaar

| am grateful to Catherine Bond for material on
which this notice is based.




...and Sue Reynolds

Very many long-term residents of Boars Hill will
remember Sue Reynolds with great affection and
will have been saddened to hear of her death on
1st August.  She came with her young family to
live in Lincombe Lane in 1962 and soon put her
energy and enthusiasm into the activities and
social life she found around her, and where she
saw a need gathered friends and neighbours to
start some more.

She set up the Hill Club for young people to
provide fun in the school holidays and at half-
term, and organised a group of kind residents to
allow the use of their tennis courts and swimming
pools. There were swimming lessons, trips into
Oxford to join in museum activities, cookery
lessons, concerts, painting and craft, and much
more. She was a keen tennis player herself and
was involved in the annual Boars Hill Tournament.

A devoted supporter of the NSPCC she fund-
raised for them with a young carol-singing group
who built up a regular route at Christmas-time
round the Hill and knew where they would find

welcoming mince pies and hot drinks.  She also
set up the Oxford Preservation Trust summer
garden party, which took place at Jarn Mound for
many years.

Sue served on the Boars Hill Association
committee from the 1980s and in 2004, rather
reluctantly, as she was essentially a shy person,
she took on the Chairmanship. She gave a lot of
time to this new interest and was very effective as

Sue...set up the Hill Club for
young people and organised a
group of kind residents to allow

the use of their tennis courts and
swimming pools

Chairman, always an elegant and supportive
presence at the varied social events throughout the
Boars Hill year, and invariably finding just the
right words for each occasion.  She retired as
Chairman and from the Committee in 2012.

Professionally, she worked for many years as an
optometrist at the Oxford Eye Hospital.
Following the death in 2002 of her husband,
Emeritus Professor Leighton Reynolds, Sue
remained in Lincombe Lane where her home,
Winterslow Cottage, was the scene of many happy
neighbourhood gatherings until just a few years
ago when she married Dr Duncan Thomas and
moved to live in Kirtlington.

Kathrine Tollis and Marian Wilson

Sue’s funeral will be held
on Thursday 8th September at 2.00pm
at Headington Crematorium




Call to Action

You may remember that | wrote about the Parish
boundaries in the last newsletter. Two thirds of
residents living in the Wootton part of Boars Hill
signed a petition requesting that the parish
boundary be amended to include all of Boars Hill
into a single parish, specifically into Sunningwell
Parish, following a suggestion initially proposed
by a Sunningwell councillor living in Sunningwell
village.

| attended a committee meeting of the Community
Governance and Electoral Issues Committee in
May, where | was allowed to speak for 3 mins but
thereafter was not allowed to participate. Wootton
PC strongly objected suggesting that, amongst
other things, it would put the finances of Wootton
PC in peril. However, Boars Hill makes up only a
very small percentage of Wootton. Wootton parish
has three times the population of the whole of
Sunningwell Parish and, after the requested
changes, would remain substantially larger, even
excluding their expected numerous new housing
developments.

At the same time, the committee considered a
request submitted by Wootton PC to change the
name of “Wootton Parish” to “Wootton and Boars
Hill Parish”. Presumably, this request is in
response to the initial petition which, rather than
placating residents, will simply further antagonise
many people across Boars Hill and in Sunningwell
parish.

The committee decided that there should be a
public consultation which will be open to all
residents of Wootton, Cumnor and Sunningwell, as
well as the general public. They decided to
combine both requests into one consultation.
Infuriatingly, in spite of the request by a large
majority of Boars Hill residents who asked for the
change, the consultation offered two proposals for
consideration which were not requested by our
petition! Namely,

1. To make no change to the boundary between
Sunningwell Parish and Wootton and Cumnor
parishes.

2. To amend the name of Wootton parish to
include the name Boars Hill.

I am concerned that our request for the changes to
the boundaries will be ignored if the much larger
populations of Wootton, Cumnor and Sunningwell
have voted to keep the boundaries the same. This
blatant disregard of the wishes of the majority of
residents who would be directly affected, would
make a mockery of the democratic process.

But what is more alarming to me is that the name
of Wootton Parish might be changed to Wootton
and Boars Hill Parish. This would be a nonsense
and extremely confusing since half of Boars Hill is
situated within the Sunningwell Parish, not
Wootton Parish. | feel strongly that this must not
be allowed to happen.

| believe that one thing that is misleading to the
committee is that fact that many residences in
Wootton eg White Cross, Cumnor Road etc have
Boars Hill in their postal address. It seemed to me
as the meeting progressed, that the members of the
committee are not familiar with the area at all, and
did not seem to appreciate that A) the request to
form a single parish only applied to those
residence on the actual Hill and not to all those
with Boars Hill in their postal address (just as
many of us have Oxford as part of our postal
address) and that B) changing the name would be
unacceptable to most residents, not only on Boars
Hill but in Sunningwell parish too. I was not
allowed to speak and clarify the situation.

If you are concerned about these matters as | am
then | urge you to write/email the Democratic
Services Officer Michael Flowers who organises
the committee meetings:
Michael.Flowers@southandvale.gov.uk as well as
the Leader of the Council Emily Smith:
emily.smith@whitehorsedc.gov.uk who is also the
District Councillor for Sunningwell Parish.

Some points worth mentioning include:

Two thirds of the residents directly affected wish
to belong to Sunningwell.

It has been a long-term desire held by many Boars
Hill residents that we should be united under one
parish.

Boars Hill concerns have been long ignored by
Wootton Parish Council and over the last decade
or more at least three residents who have joined




the Wootton Parish Council as members have the official post code descriptions of Wootton
resigned within months (and in one case weeks) state.

because of how they were treated by other council
members. In contrast, Sunningwell Parish Council
actively encourages the participation of their
Boars Hill residents who play a full role
Sunningwell matters.

The requested name change from Wootton to
Wootton and Boars Hill Parish does not make
sense and will be objected to by Sunningwell
Parish Council in the strongest possible terms, as
well as residents.

It is also worth noting that the committee seems to
put a lot of weight on the identity of the
communities involved. So you could mention that
all of Boars Hill (proper) has more in common and
a stronger identity with Sunningwell than with
Wootton, and that Boars Hill and Sunningwell
have a history of being primarily “agricultural and
residential” in contrast to simply “residential” as Kate O*Donovan - Chair, BHA

There is due to be another meeting of the
committee in September, so | urge you to ACT
NOW to make your views known before an
irreversible decision is made by people who do not
seem to understand the full circumstances. Thank
you.

Report from the Friends of Boars Hill on
the Foxcombe Hall development

Finally, in the third week in June, we received a copy of the long awaited Planning Officer’s report. It
contained no surprises except, perhaps, for the strength of the support expressed by the Officer concerned.
The Friends immediately mobilised a team of consultants and oversaw the production of several closely
argued rebuttals of various features of the Officer’s position, particularly on the economic benefits of the
development. The decision was then due to be made at the Planning meeting on July 6th. The day before
that, however, we learned that that meeting and its associated site visit had been cancelled at short notice.
It appears that the Vale wanted changes to be made to the report to take account of the latest issue of its
Planning Guidance but we are hoping that these changes will also result in a more rational approach to the
assessment of any special circumstances surrounding this very damaging development in the Green Belt.

The application is now pencilled in for a decision at the meeting on the 7th of September. We understand
that there will be a revised Officer’s report issued shortly before that. We will let you have more details as
soon as we have them.

Rosie Allen
on behalf of Friends of Boars Hill Steering Group

WANTED
Back copies of the BHA newsletter for the BHA archive.

We are missing Number 138 from Summer 2000 and also need copies of various editions from 1990 and
earlier.

If you are able to help please contact Colin Weyer bha@boarshill.info

Thank you
Colin Weyer - Treasurer, BHA
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Boars Hill Theatre Club

Our next trip will be to Life of Pi at the Wyndhams
Theatre, London on Thursday, 6th October 2022.
Based on the best selling novel and film, this
captivating performance takes place in the middle
of the Pacific Ocean with five survivors stranded
on a single lifeboat after the sinking of their cargo
ship. A teenager, a zebra, a hyena, an orang-utan,
and a hungry Bengal tiger are companions all with
the same mission: survival. This beautifully
staged production is an epic adventure full of hope
that tests their endurance and pushes their limits.

We are sure you will not be disappointed!

We plan to arrive in London in time either for
lunch together or some free time before the
matinee and we will return to Boars Hill by early
evening.

For more information and to reserve your ticket,
contact: Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or
Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info

Closing date: 7 September 2022

The Boars Hill Walking Club

The long-awaited Boars Hill walk took place on
23rd July.

It was an extremely hot day so we decided to
shorten the original walk to Happy Valley and
instead appreciate the nature of the immediate
environment. Consequently we enjoyed walking
up The Ridgeway with all its greenery and
tranquillity. Having been given permission by
Chris George and Suzannah Hart to walk in the
grounds of Youlbury, it made for an interesting
excursion.

Walking along the lakeside was stunning and the
hydrangeas were gently coming into bloom. This
reminded us of the many times we used to swim in
the lake with Lyn Sanders as the swimming
instructor, teaching many children to swim here.

We all appreciated the quietness and serenity of
Boars Hill in comparison to the ever-moving and
shifting of traffic in Oxford city. During these
walks it is pleasant to reminisce and appreciate
Boars Hill, and what a great place we are
privileged to live in.

Kathy Blazewicz
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Lane Parties on the Hill for the Jubilee

Lincombe Lane

The Lincombe Lane Platinum Jubilee Garden
Party of 2022, hosted under the sheltering oak
trees of Hugh and Julia Smith (very useful as it
rained on and off all afternoon, but without
dampening our spirits in the least). At least 25

Hugh and Julia in patriotic colours

Lincombe Laneites attended, bringing their own
picnics and drinks, and some new arrivals on the
Lane were made particularly welcome.

Nicola Park

Orchard Lane

With street parties happening across the country,
Orchard Lane could not be left out. It was Julia
Bennett’s idea to have a party and she and David at
Hedderly House generously offered their lovely
garden for the Sunday event. Invitations went out
to all who live in Orchard Lane to come and bring
the makings of a friendly gathering.

The week before the appointed day our intrepid
hosts came down with Covid. They refused to be
laid low by it and vowed to entertain their guests
from the safety of upstairs windows and the
second-floor balcony.

Rain threatened but Andy Smith and Ann Loescher
showed up on the morning of the party and, with
the safely-distanced help of David, strung bunting
in the huge conifers and moved furniture to the

cover of a gazebo, all under the watchful and
approving eye of Julia from an upstairs window.

The tendency of lesser mortals might have been to
bin the whole thing but in spite of Covid, rain and
party burn-out (it was the day after the BHA
party), the Orchard Lane Jubilee Celebration went
ahead.

It was scheduled to run from 12 till 3 but got off to
a late start and the last guests moved merrily off at
about 6.30. These merrymakers had been unable to
attend the BHA party but they managed to make a
celebration of what otherwise might have been a
wash-out.

The thanks of all the neighbours, whether or not
they attended, are extended to Julia and David who
are always so hospitable.

Ann Loescher
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BHA Diary Entries
September - November 2022

Coffee Mornings: Autumn 2022

New members always very welcome, as are hosts. If anyone would like
more information, knows of new members or would like to host a
Friday or Saturday coffee morning, please contact Susanna or Janet:

Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info
Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info
September

Tuesday 6th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane
Tel. 01865 736166. Please let Sarah know if you wish to attend.

Tuesday 6th from 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a
drink and a chat.

Thursday 8th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the W&DS
Community Centre. ‘Rose Hill (Oxford), Surprising Contrasts and Great Historical Interest’, by Liz
Woolley. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4

For more information contact Adrian Cantwell via bha@boarshill.info

Saturday 10th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Alice Hiller and Aurelia Young at the Nemon
Studio Museum, Pleasant Land, The Ridgeway OX1 5EY
Both the Studio (Dancing with Shadows Exhibition) and the Archive will be open.

Friday 16th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane
Tel. 01865 736166

Wednesday 21st 7pm: Boars Hill Association Annual General Meeting at The Carmelite Priory.

Saturday 24th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Alison Kirtland, Tommys Farm,
Wootton Village OX15JL Tel. 01865 730560 Park in car park then walk up lane beside playground.

Friday 30th 11am: The Great MacMillan Charity Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Julia Bennett,
Hedderley House, Old Boars Hill ~ Tel. 01865 321062. Additional parking at Jarn Mound and the lane
leading to house.

October

Tuesday 4th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Lynne Groom, 1 Lincombe Lodge, Fox Lane OX1 5DN
Tel. 01865 735948. Second turning left after Lincombe Lane towards the Fox Inn. Please park next door
uphill (first turn left after Lincombe Lane at Grace Dieu). Please let Lynne know if you wish to attend.

Tuesday 4th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 6th 11am: Boars Hill Theatre Club outing to matinee performance of Life Of Pi at Wyndhams
Theatre, London. For more information contact: Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or Rosemary Maund via
bha@boarshill.info  Closing date: Wednesday, 7th September 2022

Saturday 8th 1lam: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Susanna Hart at Youlbury House, Whitebarn
OX15HH Tel. 01865 327683 Keep left after big red Scout Camp notice at Gate 2.
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Thursday 13th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the W&DS
Community Centre. ‘Stonybrow (Oxon), Roman Place Names, Landscape and Buildings’, by Abigail
Lloyd. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4

For more information contact Adrian Cantwell via bha@boarshill.info

Friday 14th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Kim Carver, Oakdene, Bedwells Heath OX1 5JE
Tel. 01865 735736

Friday 14th 7.45pm for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club talk at the Sunningwell School of Art. 'A rose by
any other name', by Michael Brown, the Historic Gardener.

Saturday 22nd 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Moira and Peter Da Costa, Windrush, Hamels
Lane OX15DJ Tel. 01865 735240

Friday 28th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Ann Packford, Christow, Bedwells Heath
Tel. 01865 327215

November

Tuesday 1st 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Friday 4th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Louise Jacobs, Danesfield, Foxcombe Road
OX15DG Tel. 01865 730151

Friday 4th 8pm: Boars Hill Curry Club - Venue to be announced nearer the time. Contact Dave Gove for
more details via bha@boarshill.info

Thursday 10th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the W&DS
Community Centre. “How the Brownies Helped Win World War 11, Including Their Secret Work for MI19’,
by Karen and Brett Wiles. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4

For more information contact Adrian Cantwell via bha@boarshill.info

Friday 11th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club talk at the Sunningwell School of Art. An illustrated
talk on “Madeiran Mountain Gardens’ by Richard Harvey, garden photographer.

Saturday 12th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Jeanne Marie Horwood, The Old Gaol, Bridge
Street, Abingdon OX14 3HE . Sale of Jewellery. Further details to follow by email.

Wednesday 16th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way OX1 5JG
Tel. 0780 313 6373. Please let Louise know if you wish to attend.

Friday 18th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way OX1 5JG
Tel. 0780 313 6373

Friday 25th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Lucile Stewart at Brahmin, 4 Berkeley Road
OX15ET Tel. 01865 735466

Advance Notice

Saturday 3rd December 2022: Coffee Morning at 11.00am - kindly hosted by George Robinson at
Whitebarn, Sandy Lane OX1 5HH

December 2022 - Date to be confirmed: BHA Christmas Drinks party - kindly hosted by Wendy Becker
and David Bonello at Tanglewood, Jarn Way. More information to follow.
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Nature Notes: The Hummingbird, the Elephant, and the Tiger

Feathery antennae on the male muslin moth
(Diaphora mendica)

Nature Notes has not taken quite the turn for the
exotic that this issue’s title might suggest: we refer
here to moths, of which the UK has an
extraordinary variety (at least 2500 species).
Moths have a rather bad press, especially with
anyone who has prized wool rugs or cashmere
knitwear; but most are unjustly vilified. Many of
these unloved lepidopterans are every bit as
beautiful as their better known cousins the
butterflies, and a range of species will be present

Scarlet tiger moth
(Callimorpha dominula f. bimacula)

in your garden here on Boars Hill. For anyone
with a love of language, the moth-world is also
blessed with some delightful names: the
Geometrician, the Sorcerer, the Alchymist and the
Scarce Footman are not characters from the
Brothers Grimm, but British moths.

The differences between moths and butterflies are
a matter of ongoing scientific research, but some
good rules of thumb include their different
antennae (moths usually have feathery antennae —
see photo illustrations - while butterflies’ antennae
tend to be clubbed) and wing position at rest
(moths tending to hold their wings flat at rest,
while butterflies close their wings vertically).

Night- versus day-flying habit does not help
differentiate the two; you may well see the
exquisite scarlet tiger moth in broad daylight in
summer in our area. The recent hot spell also saw
an influx of the day-flying hummingbird
hawkmoths from Southern Europe to the UK.
These powerful moths will hurtle past with a flight
like a bumblebee, but are much larger - their size
will definitely catch your eye. They hover before
nectar-rich flowers, just like their ornithological
namesakes, and feed with their long proboscis.
These moths can be seen well into October.

To attract night-flying moths, more effort is
needed. Strategies to attract these include hanging
wine ropes (fabric dipped in wine or sugar syrup,
suspended from trees) or simply using a bright
outdoor light; for the committed naturalist,
specially designed commercial moth traps are
available.

A recent haul of moths from our garden using a
simple moth trap included a wide range of species,
but the stars are always the impressively large
hawkmoths. The elephant hawkmoth, which is
common and widespread in the UK, is an
astonishing cerise and greeny-gold beast of up to 6
cm in wingspan. Its name is given for the
appearance of its caterpillar: mid-grey and ridged
with horizontal lines, it really does resemble an
elephant’s trunk (size notwithstanding).

While the poplar hawkmoth may not be able to
match the elephant hawkmoth in terms of colour,
it is surprisingly chunky at up to 9cm in wingspan.
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Elephant hawkmoth
(Deilephila elpenor)

This is our commonest hawkmoth, and any moth-
trapping locally, often extending into September,
is likely to yield a few; they are strongly attracted
to light. Its unusual shape, like a delta wing
aircraft, is a consequence of its tendency to sit
with its hindwings protruding in front of its
forewings. These moths also lack a functioning

Poplar Hawkmoth
(Laothoe populi)

proboscis — while the caterpillars may be very
hungry, the adults do not eat at all.

Finally, the number of old conifers in our area
means we are a good location for the pine
hawkmoth. This species was historically confined
to southern reaches of the UK, but is spreading
north, perhaps a consequence of climate change.
Unlike the poplar hawkmoth, the adult pine moth
does eat, and can often be found on honeysuckle at
dusk.

As ever, Nature Notes needs to end with a word
of caution: moth numbers in southern Britain have
fallen by 40% over the last 50 years, according to
UK Butterfly Conservation. Leaving some leaf
litter at the edges of your garden for overwintering
pupae, avoiding pesticides and herbicides in your
gardening, and perhaps refraining from too-
pristine a sweeping of unheated garages and
outbuildings over autumn and winter are the kinds

Poplar Hawkmoth in close-up!

of contributions we can all make to preserving
their habitats.

Christian Hatton

NB: No moths were harmed in the production of
this article; after a night in the moth trap, all
moths that wished to partake were refreshed with a
little sugar syrup and released back to their
normal business. All photographs by the author
and J S Wainscoat, taken in Boars Hill.
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Oxford Preservation Trust: You’re Invited!

We have exciting news! You are specially invited
to become an OPT Nature Volunteer. We are
launching new Nature Volunteering opportunities
for OPT’s beautiful green spaces in Boars Hill.
Whether you have time, tools or a specific skill to
offer there is an opportunity for you to join and
make a difference. See our events page on our
website for dates, times and locations, then email
Charlie to sign up for the sessions you would like
to join. (details at the end of this article).

There is great potential across our landscapes to
preserve and enhance their special character,
views and habitats, to fix gates, restore furniture,
and improve access. We would love to do more of
this. Currently this is all undertaken by a small
number of one-off external groups and contractors
on a limited budget. What our green spaces are
thirsty for is more OPT Nature Volunteers and
their time offered to these special places.

If you go for a walk in Matthew Arnold Reserve,
at the bottom of the field, you can see a glimpse of
what we’re already capable of with funding and
volunteers: returning dry willow woodland back to
its rare wetland habitat of peat-rich natural springs
and pools. This unique habitat is now able to store

much more carbon and provide many more varied
habitats than it managed as dry willow woodland
(see photo below).

All our OPT Nature Volunteering mornings will be
open to all our volunteers, whether they live in the
area they’re volunteering in or value it from
further afield. So come along to build new
contacts and be part of the future history of Boars
Hill, through OPT volunteering.

A different way you can valuably help us and
support Boars Hill’s green spaces is by becoming
a member of OPT or becoming a donor. As a
charity, these donations feed straight back into our
landscapes, buildings and our small team, to do
more with what we have. Join via the website or
email for a joining form as below.

The OIld Berkeley Golf Course continues to be
grazed by cattle with their calves. To ensure your
and their safety and welfare, please continue to
ensure that all dogs are kept on short leads as you
go for walks across these beautiful fields.

A couple of individuals have volunteered
regularly to fill and maintain the bird feeders in
Elizabeth Daryush Memorial Garden. If you
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would like to join this handful of kind volunteers,
please contact Charlie.

A second unauthorised memorial spot has been
noticed on land owned in Boars Hill by OPT. We
empathise that this location might have been of
emotional importance and our condolences are
with the family and friends of the remembered.
However we would like strongly to remind all that
consent for any changes to OPT’s historical
landscapes is required to be sought from and
approved by OPT before changes are made. We
welcome requests for commemorations; all you
need to do is call our office on 01865 242 918 to
discuss your thoughts with us and ask for
permission.

Over the last month, we have had a couple of
minor field fires across the city on OPT green
spaces, as have other landowners across the
country due to the recent high temperatures. We
would like to reassure you that we are taking the
matter seriously and are considering with experts
whether there are ways of reducing these risks in

future. Unfortunately, this could become a more
common occurrence with climate change causing
soaring temperatures. We therefore ask you please
to be cautious with cigarettes and litter and do not
drop these on dry ground or vegetation (and
preferably not at all). Many thanks.

We sincerely hope you enjoy the rest of the
summer and the colourful autumn months to
come. Please do consider joining us as a
VOLUNTEER, a MEMBER or a DONOR, and
we look forward to hearing from you.

With kindest regards,

Charlie Jackson — Green Spaces Officer
c.jackson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/join

info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Come Visit us at The Fox!

Look out for some changes to our menu as
we reach the end of summer and head into
autumn.

We have recently introduced a popular new
weekly-changing set-lunch menu which offers
2 courses for £16.50 and 3 courses for £20

alongside our daily changing specials.

We also have some exciting new events
coming up including live music, a quiz night,
some themed evenings, wine tasting and
many more, so keep your eyes and ears
peeled!

We are looking to finish the Aunt Sally season
strongly and we are launching a new darts
team this September so there is really plenty
going on.

If you haven't already, come down and see us!

Tommy and the Team
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Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.
Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.
Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.
Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490
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Cooks' Corner

Forcemeat Balls

This recipe came from my mother-in-law, and
before that from her mother; it seems to have been
a long-standing and popular family recipe. She
used bowls as the measurement but | have tried to
give a more modern recipe. | usually make the
forcemeat balls by guesswork (and years of
practice) as to what looks right.

100g curly leaf parsley

2409 beef suet

150g white breadcrumbs

200g streaky bacon

3-5 large eggs

Large pinch of salt

Freshly ground pepper to taste - | use about 15
twists

This makes about 24 balls.

If you have a food processor it makes life much
easier.

Chop the parsley first then tip into a large bowl.

Then make the breadcrumbs. This picks up any
leftover parsley.

Add to the parsley and then add the suet.

Chop the bacon in the processor then add to the
bowl. Then use your hands to break up and
distribute the bacon. Add seasoning.

Then break in 3 of the eggs and mix. Add more
eggs as necessary to obtain a mixture that sticks
together but is not too wet. If you are using very
stale bread you may need up to 5 eggs.

If you can’t get any curly leaf parsley then use flat
leaf but as the flavour isn’t so strong, add a bit
more than in the recipe. It must look very green.

You can put the mixture or the balls ready
prepared in the fridge overnight.

Now wet your hands with cold water and shape
the balls. They need to be about 1.5-2in (4-5cm) in
diameter. Keep wetting your hands. It’s important
not to squeeze them too much. They should just
hold shape as they need to be crisp on the outside
but soft on the inside.

Cook at 200°c or 180°c fan oven until they are
crispy on the outside and beginning to go brown.
Now the really important bit - leave them in the
baking tray to re-absorb the fat. They will be dry
otherwise.

IF there are any leftovers (not often in our house)
they are very tasty reheated in gravy.

They are nice with pork
or even with sausages as
well as chicken and
turkey.

I have made vegetarian
options with vegetable
suet and no bacon but
they aren’t nearly as
tasty.

Lynne Groom
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Tree Surgery
Tree Pruning
Crown Reduction
Crown Thinning

' i ; Hedge Reduction
Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive o oo
Tree and Woodland management service ump Grinding

throughout Oxfordshire. USSR
Tree Planning

We are committed to providing a professional Soil Decompaction

service to care for and restore your trees.

Email us or visit our website

01865 735405
inffo@ringrosetrees.co.uk

, Tree Services
www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

All work to B.S 3998 (2010)

WEMBE, D) 1S0 9001

1SO 14001
1SO 18001
1SO 45001

) ¢
VOICE OF TREE CARE ® @ - ELCOAT

Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance

At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887

www.memyspadeandi.com
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BOARS HILL ASSOCIATION
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

7.00pm Wednesday, 21st September 2022 at
The Carmelite Priory, Youlbury

Chairman: Kate O'Donovan, Hon Treasurer: Colin Weyer, Hon Secretary: Nigel Jones,
Newsletter Editor: Nicola Park, Other Committee members: Rosie Allen, Kathy
Blazewicz, Michael Edwards, Pat Gove, Louise Jacobs, Ann Loescher.

AGENDA

Apologies for Absence

Minutes of the AGM held by Zoom on 16th June 2021
Treasurer’s Report and Accounts.

Chairman’s Report.

o~ 0D F

Election of Officers and Committee.

Officers and Members of the Committee offer themselves for re-election for
the ensuing year.

Any additional nominations should be submitted in writing to the Hon
Secretary at: Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road, Boars Hill, Oxford OX1
5ET. Nominations should be duly proposed, seconded and accompanied by a
letter from the nominee stating his or her willingness to serve, if elected.
Nominations should be received no later than Wednesday, 31st August 2022.

6. Any other business.
Please notify the Secretary before the meeting of any item to be raised.

Guest speaker to be confirmed.

Wine and refreshments will be served
Contributions of a plate of finger food would be much appreciated!
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Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes

Committee Meeting
Held at Yew Cottage, Old Boars Hill.
7.00pm on Thursday, 4th August, 2022

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Nicola Park
(Newsletter Editor), Kathy Blazewicz, Michael
Edwards, Pat Gove and Ann Loescher.

Apologies: Rosie Allen & Louise Jacobs

1. Minutes of the previous meeting. Approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report to 31st July 2022
Revenue £5,165
Costs £3,088
Cash at Bank £7,007

3. Parish Boundary Review
The VoWH Governance Review Committee
conducted a public consultation in July.
However, it appears they have disregarded the
original proposal to merge the various parts of
Boars Hill faction into a single entity within the
Sunningwell Parish. Wootton PC have made a
counter-proposal to rename Wootton PC as
“Wootton and Boars Hill PC” which, not
surprisingly, has further upset many residents.
The Chair will provide details in an article for
the newsletter.

4. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee BHA celebration
Saturday 4th June 2022
1. The Chair reported that this was a great
success and had a record attendance for a Boars
Hill event. She thanked Jane and Nigel Jones
for hosting the event.
2. The need for better planning of lists of
attendees became clear. The actual result was
confusing. Some people attended who were not
on any list and vice versa.
3. The music was deemed a great success and
the new, larger gazebos were considered a big
improvement on the older versions.

5. The BHAAGM
The AGM will be held on 21st September 2022
at The Carmelite Priory and a donation of £100

will be made to the Priory. A Notice will be
inserted into the Newsletter.

. Christmas Drinks Party

Location yet to be finalised.

. Winter Talks

Nothing to report.

. Newsletter

1. Copy date is 12th August 2022

2. There was agreement that the Queen’s
Jubilee event should be commemorated with a
full colour pull-out made up of the many
excellent photographs taken by Keith Davies.
3. It was reported that two newsletter
distributors had resigned, and replacements
were to be found. Kathy Blazewicz offered to
cover the Jarn Way vacancy.

. Foxcombe Hall

Another ‘firm’ planning committee date of 6th
July 2022 was again cancelled. It appears that
the Vale wanted changes to be made to the
report to take account of the latest issue of its
Planning Guidance but we are hoping that these
changes will also result in a more rational
approach to the assessment of any special
circumstances surrounding this very damaging
development in the Green Belt. The application
is now pencilled in for a decision at the meeting
on the 7th September.

10. The Fox Inn

There continue to be widely varying views on
the service at The Fox. Nicola Park reported
that the leading figure involved, Chris Mulhall,
has decided to take a back seat in day-to-day
management of The Fox, and that this has been
handed on to Tommy Pritchard.

11.Next meeting

The next committee meeting will be held 2nd
November, 2022 at 7.30pm at Yew Tree
Cottage, kindly hosted by Michael Edwards and
John Hewitt.
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Winter Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info or by post to
Hartfield, Lincombe Lane OX1 5DZ. The deadline for copy is 11th November 2022. Articles should be
between 200-700 words, depending on subject, and it is therefore important to contact the editor in
advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible. Articles may be
edited; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: Front cover photo by John Park; additional moth images by James Wainscoat; other photos by
contributors of individual articles.

Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher (via
bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 11th November 2022

Date of next Committee Meeting - 2nd November 2022
BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2022 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.
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