Circular 3
A CENTRE FOR BOARS HILL - HARDENING UP THE PROPOSAL

Followingz on our last circular, about 60 people came to a neeting at Red

Copse on December 15th., This neeting took us to the point vhere it is
possible to nake firm proposals for action.
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The question of an actual bricks and nortar centre or a village green
etays on the agenda for the future, but is obviously sone way off. It
must anyway take tinme to realise, and the Government's present line on
public expenditure nakes it unlikely that it could be financed for sone
tine to come

But we have a generous offer from the Principal of Ripon Hall to nake
facilities available right away for commmity activities, Many activities
can, of course, also be carried on in people's own houses, Looking
further ahead, there nay be cther facilities at the residential centre for
old people which is being plenned at Grace Dieu, and we do not yet know
what will happen tc the building of Plater College when the College moves
to Headington in 1975.

There is clearly a denand on the Hill for a nunber of the activities
suggested in previous circulars or in people's replies, including a play
group, an arts group, transport sharing, and a general neeting place. A
munber of people have expressed an interest not only in teking part in
various activities but in rumning then, One resident says that her
greatest anbition has been to run a coffee shop. Few of us probably would
wont any one doninant committee to run all these activities. They are
best run by and for the people directly interested in each. But it has
becone clear that for certain linited purposes we do need an umbrella
organisation, a Boars Hill Neighbourhocod Association:-

i, The Governing Body of Ripon Hall is likely to prefer to nake its
arrangenents with 2 single Neighbourhood Association, to which
the groups running particular activities would be affiliated,
rather than with each group individually,

ii, It is useful to have a sort of General Purposes Committee which
can do things of general interest which do not fit into any
particular slot. A simple exanple -~ all of us must have net the
difficulty which strangers have in locating addresses on Boars Hill,
Ve need a map on public display, for exanple at the Post Office, showing
where each Louse is; there could also be smaller versions which
people could use from their owm homes. Steps have already been
taken to provide this. A ruch bigger exanple; it would be wrong if
neighbourhood activities on the Hill becane the affair of a few
linited groups. Soneone has to do the job of seeing that everyomne
is kept infornmed of what is going on and has the chance to teke part.
This is all the nore inportant because nany people on the Hill nove
in and out over rather short periods, for example graduate students.

iii. In present eircunstances a Boars Hill Centre means first and foremost
not bricks and nortar but o centre of conrmnication between people
on the Hill, and for this soneone specific has to be on the end of
the telephone and able to put people in touch.

It was agreed at the meeting on Decenber 15th that a further and nore formal
neeting should be held at Ripon Hall at 2.30 on Saturday, Jamuory 19th. Ve
would like to invite everyone interested to this neeti (it nay be easier
to find sonewhere to sit dowm than it was a2t Red Cops;?? » and to suggest

that the meeting should be in two parts:-

i. A general part, to consider the formation of a Boars Hill
Neighbourhood Association for the reasons and purposes above,

ii, A part where people interested in particular activities have
the chance to neet together and start their own activity off,
We will do our best before the 19th to list the activities in
which people are definitely interested; any further firm
propositions will be gratefully received. If the spirit moves
anyone to 2 mew proposition at the neeting, so much the better,
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