BOARS HILL ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER
NUMBER

1974~1992



,/7""_“‘ {:(2,<J ("\\]T)
3 T Ie 3
e

. —
B ey o

l \’ ] /L41J4(
A SALUTE TO THE NEWSLETTER

Michael Fogarty (Chairman of the BHA), Maud Rosenthal (Secretary) and
Brigadier Douglas Henchley (Treasurer) have borne the lions' share in
guiding the fortunes of the BHA: the principal element that has welded
the burghers of Boars Hill into a thriving community being the NEWSLETTER.

While Michael Fogarty has since Number One provided the essential and
magisterially written "'Gazette" section (County matters, official
communications, road and transport problems, planning and numerous other
local questions), Maud Rosenthal has edited the Diary and has gathered
all contributions, largely submitted by members of our community
concerning the manifold cultural and other newsworthy events on the
Hill. With the help of devoted friends, Pearl Morris, Jean Chambers,
Dora Graham-Smith and Ruth Oliver, she supervised the production

and distribution of the Newsletter throughout and beyond Boars Hill.

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone concerned and to Michael and Phyllis
Fogarty (Organiser of the Charity Christmas Fairs), to Douglas and
Persis Henchley (Treasurer and Director of the Play-Reading Group)
for their dedicated work.

Our warm thanks to the two Boars Hill artists, Maggie Boag and David
Mostyn, for their artistic embellishments of this Newsletter.

WE WISH THE NEWSLETTER MANY YEARS OF
FLOURISHING CONTINUATION TOWARDS THE
SECOND CENTURY.



DIARY
HEWSLETTER 100 SCEPTEMBER /OCTOBER, 1992

THURSDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER.......JEANNE-MARIE invites you to view her Autumn and
Winter Collection at Glenfield. 10.30 am. to i pm.
Please bring your friends., Wine. E£2 entrance in
aid of the N.S5.P.C,C.

FOHDAY, 21st SEPTENBER...«s.s..VV0OTTON SCHOOL, WOOTTON: Office and staff
acccmodation, an extension to be opened by Jim
Rosenthal at 2.30 pm.

THURSDAY, 24th SEPTEMBER.,.....["00TTOM & DRY SANDFORD HISTORY SOCIETY. George
Lambrick will give a talk on "local archeolcgical
sights". Community Centre, Vootton at 7.30 pm.

THURSDAY, 24th SEPTEMBER.......COFFLE MORNING by kind permission of kKrs Angela
Baker, Hertford Creys, Sandy Lane (first drive on
the left from the Ridgeway). 10.30 - 12,
All welcome.

SATURDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER.......MACDALEN BRIDGE APPEAL. A Supper Concert in
Holywell lusic Room by kind permission of Wadham
College at 7.30 pm. TEE ADDEREURY CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
will perform works by Mozart and Haydn. Tickets in
advance £15 from OXFORD PRESERVATION TRUST, 10 Turn
Again Lane, (Tel.242918) to include buffet supper
with glass of wine.

UEDNESDAY, 7th OCTOBER.........PAPER COLLECTIOH,

FRIDAY, 9th OCTOBER............PLAYREADING 8 pm. by kind permission of Mr Michael
Edwards, Wootton Tops, Sandy Lane., [lary Burrell
will produce LEDDA GABLER by Henrik Ibsen.

Wine and soft drinks £1.
—

/THURSDAY, 15th OCTOBER.........COFFEC HORNING by kind permission of irs A.J.

Wilcox, Blagrove Farm, Vootton, 10,30 to 12,
All welcome,

SURDAY, [18th OCTOBER.ee4:++++..IN HONOUR OF ROBERT BRIDCES Readings from his
poems by David Mathews, By kind permission of
Professor and Mrs J. llesse, Stockwell, The
Ridgeway at 3 pm. Tea £1.

THURSDAY, 22nd OCTOBER...:ssss.:WOOTTOIl & DRY SANDFORD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY.

Peter Scatchard will lecture on "viltshire &
Rerkshire Canal". Community Centre, Wootton, 8 pm.

THURSDAY, 29th OCTOBER.........COFFLL HORIIING by kind invitation of the Father
Prior and his Community, Chilswell House, Youlbury
10.30 = 12. All welcome.

ADVANRCE NOTICES

SUIDAY, 1st NOVENBER.......s...lIICER DAHLIN-ELEVAITT, the Swedish concert pianist
is giving a concert in the liolywell iMusic Room,
in aid of Vale house at 3 pm,

SATURDAY, 5th DECEMBER..ss.s...CHRIZTHAS FAIR in aid of the Oxford Ambulane Men
organised by Phyllis Fogarty, Red Copse, Boars I'ill.

SATURDAY, 5th DECEMBER. ... .PLAYREADING by kind permission of Sir Philip and
Lady Goodhart, Whitebarn at 8 pm. Producer:
Keith Pellock. Title to be announced.

LECTURE BY CHARLES SWITHINBANK authority on the Antarctic, consultant and
Research Associate of the Scott Polar Research Institute in Cambridge, will talk
to the BHA in the autumn. Details in next Newsletter.



EOARS HILL ASSOCIATICH

HEWSLETTER 100 AUGUST 1992
Edited by Michael Fogarty and laud Posenthal

The Committee met on August 9th. Those present were Professor Michael Fogarty
(Chairxman), Mrs Maud Rosenthal (Secretary), Brigadier Douglas Eenchley
(Treasurer), Mrs Jean Chambers, Mrs Phyllis Fogarty, Mrs Margaret New,

¥rs Marion Stevens, Mr Tony Lorwood, lir Brian Jefferson, lir John Simms,
Apolegies were received from iirs Antoinette Mackworth, iMrs Vicky Mathews,

lirs Sue Reynolds, Dr Robin Aplin, Mr Michael Jones and Mr Digby HMackworth.

100 NOT OUT

So, after just short of twenty years the llewsletter reaches its century. A
long time, but a very worth while one. The idea of the liewsletter was to

help in binding our multi-directional community together, and it has worked.
But it is not only the editors who have made it work., HNewsletters start

from discussion and exchange of information in the EHA Committee, and without
this there would be no llewsletter as we have known it. The opening paragraph
on 'the Committee met...' is not just a formality. A special word of thanks
to the Duplicator, the Staplers and the Deliverers; all of them, but especially
the old-timers who have been with us from the start. Hembers' subscriptions
pay for the llewsletter, so another word of thanks to those members, on or off
the Committee, who have made a special drive this year to gather subscriptions
in. The number subscribing is now well up on last year, but the collectors
are still calling.

The format of no. 101, though not its content, is likely to be different;
decision at the next Cormmittee.

PLANNING

There are big developments in the pipeline. One, though very large, is not
controversial. Templeton College proposes to build a School of ilanagement
in its grounds, as part of its developument as the University's major centre
for management studies. 94,000 square feet of floor space, which is a lot,
but the new building will run back into the hillside and woodland behind
and make no major visual impact. The Vale Planning Committee supports this
proposal unanimously, but has thought it right to refer it, as a major Green
Belt development, for final approval by the Department of the Environment.

Beaumont Phase 2 is another matter. The latest version of Beaumont's
proposed extension - a conservatory with a hydrotherapy pool, conversion of
existing bedrooms into a dayroom, and erection of a kitchen extension and
'*total care' annexe - is likely to go to the Vale Planning Committee in
September. Ve have memLers who know from their own relatives' experience
that Beaumont provides first-class facilities. But is this the site where
they should be extended? INearly all the residents who have written to the
Vale, and there are many of them, say 'no'. FNoars kill is a residential area,
yet there is now a ring of institutions right round the Old Golf Course, and
somewhere institutionalisation must stop. Uie understand that the Vale is
likely to turn down the new application on Green Belt grounds, but we make
nc guess at what the Department of the Environment will say if, as is likely,
the application goes to appeazl. One issue that needs to be sorted out is
Beaumont's claim that the extension is needed to make the unit as a whole
economically viable. The market for the existing facilities has been less
than brilliant, but so in the biggest recession since the 1930s has been

the market for everything else. In a prosperous economy, would Beaumont in
its present form be unviable? Ve would like a clear and independent answer.

Coming up like a cloud on the horizon, as yet nowhere near the stage of a
planning application, there is the prospect of a big development at Youlbury.
One of our members has received through his office the brochures for a
seven-figure national appeal by the Scouts, to finance among other things a
new national training centre at Youlbury and better facilities for disabled
people. It has not reached the general public yet, nor even local Scout
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officials; but the glossies are in print, and include one specifically on
Oxfordshire. Good luck to the Scouts; they are doing a valuable job, are

part of our own local scene since Sir Arthur Cvahs, and have been good
neighbours so far as circumstances permit. The problem is that in one major
respect circumstances do not permit. Traffic on the Ridgeway is already at
times horrendous; how is it to be coped with if this new development is added?
Upgrading the Pidgeway itself, right along the spine of Boars Hill, would Le

a disaster. It is time to think again about another idea; a special and
reserved access to Youlbury, taking off either from Foxcombe Road past Chilswell
Farm or from Cumnor Hill, and designed skilfully (as it could be) into the
landscape. Vhen this was raised in the past it was dismissed as too expensive,
but major developments and a million-pound national appeal give it a new context.
The net cost to the Scouts of switching from the Ridgeway to a new access micht
not be so great; they are paying half the cost of keeping up the Ridgeway now.

TRAFFIC CALMING AND PARKING

pDouglas Henchley has written to lir Read of the Highways Department about
things remaining to be done after our meeting last February. He has on the
6th September received the following letter:

Oxfordshire County Council
3rd September, 1992
Dear Brigadier FHenchloey
Reguest for signs and carriageway markings

Thank you for your letter dated 2 June 1992, concerning the above. Please accept
my apologies for not replying sooner,

I can confirm I have arranged for an advanced give way sign, to Diag 501 and
plate 503 to be erected approximately GOm before the Berkeley Road intersection.

With regard to '40' carriageway roundels, I must inform you that these require
formal authorisation from the Department of Transport. Once this comes through,
please be assured, I will undertake the works as soon as possible. DProvisions
are also being made for the 40mph terminal signs to have yellow backing boards.

Yours sincerely

John Read
Grunp Engineer

The County advised town and parish councils that under government guidelines
it will have to cut £22.4 million off its budget for next year. It is not
surprising that the Highways people are still thinking.

Wootton Parish Council is specially interested in ways of slowing traffic on
the Old Boars Illill and Vootton Village roads. Query, speed ramps on 0ld Boars
Hill and on either side of Wootton School? Views and any other suggestions to
Brian Costeloe (735676) or to Erian Mott, Parish Clerk, at 0235-520916.

Sunningwell Village is not strictly our patch, but a word about parking there

is in order. The parking situation in Sunningwell when there are events at the
church, the village hall, and/or the School of Art can be fierce. Efforts
continue to find land for off-street parking, and both the Parish Council and
the School would be willing to pay, but no clear prospect of land has yet turned
up. Meantime, one suggestion. If you go on a School of Art coach trip, could
you find a way of not leaving your car on the street in Sunningwell all day?

MES, ELLA VOLLUM

The Newcomers (Mrs HMarion Watson and lirs Gwen Edwards) gave a farewell coffee
morning for Mrs Ella Vollum one of our oldest neighbours who is moving to London
after 48 years on the Hill. All her numerous friends gathered round her to give
her an emotional farewell. The delivery of Sunningwell Scene, in particular,
won't be the same without her.

SOME OTHER ITEMS

lobile Library calls on Poars Hill every fortnight at Jarn Mound (2pm) and at
the end of Foxcombe Lane at 2.20pm. INext call Thursday 24th September, 1992.
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The Abingdon Ring=-a-Ride door to door bus service for anyone too disabled to
use public transport is now available in our area on Vednesdays. Book by
calling Oxford 793777 on Tuesdays between 10,30 and 11,30. Return fares
between El1 and £2.

The Fox is offering a £10 prize to anyone who can identify the souxce of the
guotation over its door: 'Life loves no lookers-on at his great game'. One

entry so far from California, suggesting Francis Bacon's Advancement of Learning =
nearly there, but not quite.

If you have the impression that there have been difficulties in mowing the
grass round our mini-garden at Hinksey KHill Top, you are right. The Gas
Board's clean-up some months ago left a lot more debris than we thought.

The pool in Jarn Vild Garden is being restored from August 21 by a team of

13 conservation volunteers led by Stephen Uest, Oxford Preservation Trust's
warden,

The OPT Committee acknowledges with appreciation a generous donation of £100
made by Brasenose College, which had links with Sir Arthur Evans.

OXCIs, Oxfordshire County Council's computerised information service, reminds
us that BHA is on their computer, along with a mass of other information about
people and services in the county. Available at the Abingden and Oxford
libraries; press the button and you may be surprised at what you find.

EUT ONE THING L.E COULD HAVE DONE VITHOUT

One of our members, collecting for the Spastics Society, was told at two
coorways in offensive terms to clear off, and when her husband went round to
complain at one of them he got the same treatment. Getting the brush-off on
& canvassing round is part of the game, and can even be funny, then Ilichael
Fogarty first canvassed for the Liberals in Wootton he risked a call on a
Tory stalwart, now gone from us, and was shown off the premises before he could
get a word in edgeways; but not before our stout Tory had made it clear that
what riled him was that he thought Michael was thie Conservative canvasser.
But there are ways and ways of saying 'no', and offensiveness on the doorstep
is something which Boars Hill can do without; offensiveness to anyone, but
especially to a woman, a neighbour, and a collector for one of our most
respected national charities.

TEE TURNER UATERCOLOUR

I have been very pleasantly surprised by the response that I have had to the

plan to have a print made of the watercolour by Turner of Oxford viewed from
our Hill.

I shall accordingly go alicad and have the limited edition made. A slight
setback occurred when it was decided that the original transparency was
scratched and we could not print f£rom it, so a new one has had to be made.

Yesterday (13 Rug.) I received the new original, so I hope that we shall have
the finished prints gquite soon.

D.J. Mackworth (735543).

THE CHURCH IN WOCTTON

¥ill you help to keep St. Peter's going as our Parish Church? You may say
"But I don't go to church". After all, most pecple in Britain don't go to
church, but it does not mean we've never been.

Before some of us could set up a yell of protest, our parents had had us
baptised in the church; before some of us could dig in our heels, we were
confirmed by a bishop of the Church of Cngland. Then there may have been the
fiancee who was keen on a white wedding, with a vicar, an altar and lots of
flowers; or our relatives and close friends wanted a funeral service in church
and wanted to be buried in the churchyard here in Footton.

But whether you go to church or not, St, Peter's in Wootton is there for
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everyone in Flootton parish who wants to use it. It never takes time off.
It is always available.

Do you want St. Peter's to stay open, to stay available?

It is one of the historic churches of these islands, but surely it should not
become merely a historic shell with no life, heart and soul any more.

#ill you help to keep St. Peter's going?

It needs £20,000 each year. No central fund or State subsidy will help us
out with this sum.

This is a D.I.Y. enterprise because we have to raise this money here in
Sootton. The parish needs all the practical help it can get - time, talents
and money.

You know St., Peter's is open to everyone. Let's keep it open.
The responsibility is ours.

Please help by getting in touch with

Jean Turner Brian Costeloe Sheila Donovan
Dirch Copse House The Dell Winterbourne
Boars Hill Crchard Lane 57 Vlootton Village
Poars Hill
(Oxford 735274) (Oxford 735€76) (Oxford 73622€)
STOCKVELL: CONCERNING THE FIRST AIR CRASH O FEB.10th 1940. (See Newsletter 90)

Edward Walsh, friend of our research fellow Jim ketcalfe, BRadcock Louse, 0Old
Boars hill, is also an old friend of Mr Brian Dupe and helped him to loock into
the ¢ircumstance of his uncle, Sgt. R.F.C. Dupe's death. Ilie writes:

2 Josephine Close
Lowexr Kingswood
Tadworth

Surrey KT20 7AA

15th August 1992

Dear Maud

It is very remiss of me not to have written before to thank you for your
bospitality on the 23rd June when you entertained Brian Dupe together with
Colonel and Mrs Baker, Jim ietcalfe and myself.

For my part, I wes very impressed by the'notice' irn the wood which mentioned
the plane crash and the two men killed there. DBrian Dupe took a number of
photographs and said he intended to visit the spot again with his brother,

I suppose all enquiries concerning the two aircraft crashes are now complete
but if at anytime in the future there is something you require to know from
records at the PRO Kew please do not hesitate to contact me.

Again my apologies for not thanking you for a wonderfully interesting afternoon.
Yours sincerely

led Walsh

23 Garden Road
walton-onThames
Surrey KT12 2HQ

4 Sept. 1992

Lear lirs Rosenthal

I am very remiss at not having written sconer to thank you for your hospitality
when lled and I visited vou on 23 June.

As you know it was a day of mixed emotions for me, a very enjoyable one with
strong family memories.
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v mother found the photograplis interesting and we went over the history again.
She has dug out some more photos of Reg. I have tried to put the details of
kis life on paper but have nct given it enough time.

Thank you for the interest you have shown and the work that you and the other
members of your group have done in preserving the area.

Thank you again for having Ned and I, I only hope that I didn't go on too much
about our family history.

I sincerely hope that we meet again in the near future. UMy grateful thanks and
best wishes.

Brian Dupe

SICOI'D AIR CRASH, VICKERS WELLINGTON BOMBER 78354 ON SEPTEIMBEE 25th 1941,

Alsc on Stockwell's field, confirmed by the Air Historical Branch, Ministry
of Defence, 3-5 Scotland Yard, London SWl, in a letter of 2%th July 1992, to
I'rs Rosenthal concluded:

“I hope that the above information (listing names of the crew killed in the
crash) will be of some use to you and the Boars Eill Association in your efforts
tc erect a memcrial.

Yours sincerely
M.L. Latch

irs Ingrid Norrmeyn, nee Landstad, Guildway, Bedwells Heath, Eoars Hill, has
wery kindly given us the address of Valerie Ashe, nee Rowse - Ingrid and
¥alerie both grew up on Boars hLill and were friends from childhood. Valerie
Sent us this moving report:

38 Drax Avenue
tlimkledon
London SW20 OEJ

21st August 1992

¥y dear Vaud

I still recall that sad night vividly and found that committing it to paper
could still even after all these years reduce me to tears.

THE RAF AIRCRASH = SEPYLHMBEE, 1941

ihen I was asked recently for my recollections of the crashing of the VWellington
Somber at Stockwell cn the night of 25th September 1941 I had only to think
of green tomato chutney for every detail to return vividly to mindl

On that evening I was helping my elder sister Marjorie in the experiment of
transforming a gift of green tomatoes into something reasonably edikble and
the whole process had taken far longer than we had anticipated.

It must have been at about 11.0pm when our labours were interrupted by a
massive explosion outside, and an cminous glow in the sky as we emerged from
the house confirmed our worst fears of yet another aircrash and on the same
spot at Stockwell as before in February 1940.

The force of the explosion had blown a large fragment of the fuselage some

100 yards down the lane and we had to dislodge it from under the drive gates
before we were able to run to the scene. As we approached the plane we could see
that it was hopelessly engulfed in flames, and tracey bullets were flying in

all directions creating a macabre firework display. UVhen we drew nearer wve
noticed what appeared to be a piece of burning paper bowling along the ground,
only to realize that it was the figure of an airman, his uniform ablaze,

crawling towards us.
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ith nothing else available to smother the flames we removed our skirts and
succeeded in extinguishing them. There was no tirme for or thought of
embarrassment as we were joined by Professor Courland's gardener who helped
us to get the man to his feet.

with his arms around our shoulders for support the airman managed to stumble
down the lane to our house, and as we laid him down inside on the kitchen floor
we could see that he was appallingly badly burned and covered in blood.

Iy parents and my other sister Audrey, who had @ll been asleep, joined us to
give what help they could. Noticing that the blood seemed to be obstructing
the poor man's nose, Audrey tried to wipe it gently, only to have the horror
of his lips peeling away under her touch.

Fortunately, professional help was quickly to hand with the arrival of the

SAF Medical Officer from Abingdon ARirfield who, with the help of his orderlies,
cut away the uniform and covered the burns with large pieces of cotton wool
soaked in saline.

As they carried the stretcher to the ambulance we were greatly encouraged

Dy the liedical Officer saving "You may well have saved his life™, We
desperately hoped so, but sadly it was not to be. He died the following day

and @s we collected up the remaining fragments of his uniform we were distressed
£o find a letter from his fiancee, and a leave pass to commence after duty

that night for him to return home to get married.

I shall always remember that airman's great bravery and can recall the ghastly
smell of his fatal burns to this day.

Valerie 11, Ashe
{nee Rowse)

Formerly of VWootton Parsonage, Sandy Lane, Doars Hill.

IR, R. H. } ;= OBITUARY

Dr Bobin !ole was born in Manchuria where his father was a medical
missionary. He took his deqree at Oriel College, Oxford and qualified as
2 doctor. He later joined the !RC Radiobiology Unit at larwell in 1948,
being director from 1969-77. He continued his work on the effects of
ionising radiation up to his death, a field in which he was a world
anthority. He contributed to UK and International Committees and was
Bonoured by several learned societies.

Dr Mele, who moved to Boars Liill in 1956, leaves a wife Norah, three
children and ten grandchildren.

Our decpest sympathy to lirs Norah Mole and her family.

REVIENS
SITTING Oil THE STFPS AID POUNDILG ROUND THE PARX AT RIO

The day Daphne Early went across from the Global Forum at the United Hations
Conference on Environment and Development to the official conference centre
there was a security alert, and for two hours not even official delegates
could get in. So they and Daphne sat on the marble steps and talked, and

not as they did in the formal sessions. UMore talk, and more impressions,

from pounding round Flamengo Park where the Global Forum was centred.

Speaking to Daphne since she came back, you get a completely different
impression from the one conveyed by the press and Brazil's rather good
cartoonists about the official manoeuvrings,; and a much more hopeful one.

Yes, UNCED at its official level was in some ways disappointing, and I doubt
whether any of us who have taken part in official international conferences
expected it to be otherwise. Every country has its blockages, and ministers'
ctatements reflect them. PEut there is a world=-wide swirl from the bottom.
From Benin through the Ukraine to Tokyo - the Japanese trade unions, among others,
had interesting things to say - something has started, and it won't be stopped.
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The wview from the ground level or from talking on the steps really is different
from that of the grey suits. Turther information from Daphne Larly at 735356.
And she can also put you on to other Oxfordshire delegates.

PLAYREADING 26th JUIE - THE CONSTANT WIFE BY .SOMERSET MAUGHALN

Following their successful production of Somerset Maugham's "The Sacred Flame"
in April the Playreading group tackled another play by the same author in June.
Bettic Fletcher-Campbell in her review of the April production wrote: "Love
is gepicted from many aspects - maternal, sensual, requited, unrequited,
transitory, as well as the affection arising from long friendship".

In "The Constant Wife" Maugham explores not love but marriage, Written in the
1920"'s, its approach to the subject may seem a little dated to modern audiences.
"I am economically independent and therefore I claim my sexual independence",
Constance coolly explains to her husband as she prepares to leave for a six
week holiday in the company of her long-time admirer, Bernard. Such a sentiment
would have given theatregoers o pleasurable shock sixty years ago, but in

tlese days of working wives, one parent families and a 30 per cent divorxce rate,
we don't see the link between marital fidelity and family economics £o clearly.
This said, the play is beantifully constructed, leading us from twist to turn
through a plot that never slackens and presenting us with delightful dramatic
irony as the philandering husband gets his just deserts.

¥svin Hannican as that husband gave an outstanding performance, utterly
conwincing as the charming surgeon straight from 17ills and Boon, his affair
with ¥arie-Louise clearly meant no more to him than it did to her. Even when
e is exposed and forced to come clean to Constance he remeins controlled and
urbane, It is only when the foundations of his marriage, with all its
respectability and certainty, start to shake that he lets us see his true
emotions - rage, incredulity and ultimately love for his constant wife.

Jackie Yade in the title role gave us another splendid performance full of
pace and variety. She ranged easily from the wronged innocence of the early
scenes to triumphant emancipation at the end. I am sure we shall enjoy
=uch more of this new reader in the future.

Sarah Cook shone as the vacuous, amoral HMarie-Louise. Low kittenish, now
desperate when cornered, a pretty little trouble maker who would happily

ruin lives all around her for so long as her looks should last. She was

economically dependent - but it didn't stop herl

¥ary Durrell played the mother with that splendid measured dignity that has
=ade her so popular with Boars Hill audiences over the years.

Anne Lorreine Smith was convincing as the level-headed sister, acting with
ease and assurance,

Eileen Bagshaw was ideally cast as the already emancipated Barbara who runs
Ber own successful business. In this small part she displayed the authority
that comes from years of experience on the stage.

Ron Sowden brought the right degree of bombastic outrage to the part of the
cuckolded hushand of Marie-Louise, while Chris Poole's simple sincerity was
right for the ever loving Bernard. I wonder what did happen on that holiday?

Finally, Brian Costeloe must be congratulated on the pace and balance of this
excellent production. It was nice to sce him appearing every now and then

in the tiny part of Bentley the butler. One felt that, like Jeeves, he was
really directing everything quietly from the kitchen.

I think I would have enjoyed it anywhere, but the reading was enhanced by
being set against the sweeping back-drop of Ifir and Mrs Simms' display window
2nd by the refreshments served in their garden in the evening twilight.

Cur thanks to then.

Keith Pollock
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"THE CONSTANT WIFE"

by
W. SOMERSET MAUGHAN

tirs Culver Mary Burrell
Bentley Brian Costeloe
Martha Culver Anne Lorraine Smith
Barbara Fawcett Eileen Bagshaw
Constance [liddleton Jackie Wade
Marie-Louise Durham Sarah Cook

John lliddleton Kevin Hannigan
Bernard Kersal Chris Poole
Mortimer Durhan Ron Sowden

Produced by Brian Costeloe

All three Acts of the play take place in John's house in larley Street.

ACT 1 A summer afternoon,

AT 2 Late afternoon, a fortnight later.
AT 3 Afternoon, one year later.

mOTES

GASDEN HALKS

Just a guick report on the Gardens Visit on Sunday 14th June. It was a
slericns afternoon, and we were most grateful to all who opened up their
lowely gardens; the range of garden designs, plants, and pondlife was of
cTeat interest. The smallish group which started off at 3 pm. increased

is mbers curing the walk until it numbered thirty two gathered for tea here,
sore of whom came for tea only! Luckily we had prepared for an upper limit
=f abomt tiis number! I was very pleased to send a cheque from kind donations
for te= to the Tibet Support Croup, and also a small contribution to the Eoars
Eill association.

Baybe in futurc we can arrange the walks to coincide with early summer
flowering of rhododendrons and bluebells, and possibly one later in the year
Af there's enough interest.

Margaret Aldiss

GLOW \IORiIS

*Should many of these sparks together be,
Fe that the unknown light far off should see,
Would think it a terrestrial Galaxie".

fo said Thomas Stanley in the seventeenth century and had he even been about

earlier in this he miglt have said the same. Today, however, he would be lucky
to sec one let alone a "Galaxie".

Our native glow worm, Lampyris noctiluca, has declined greatly over recent
years and the scientists don't know why. Pesticides, loss of habitat, lowering
of water tables (reducing the numbers of small snails which the larvae feed on)
or even, perhaps, the massive increase in street and outdoor home lighting
leading to a fatal distraction for the flighted males. A national survey is
being conducted to quantify this decline in numbers and discover the reasons
behind it.

It is the female beetles (for they are so and not worms), which glow to attract
tlie males to mate. The eggs are laid and the females soon die, the larvae
developing for a couple of seasons injecting and sucking dry small snails. They
need the cover of a sward, though not too long, and it is up onto these grass
Stalks or rocks which they climb to glow when adult. This is from late [ay to
Sarly September with July being the best month to search. An hour or so after
cdusk seems to be the best time.

e do have glow worme on Boars Hill (one of only 200 recorded sites in Britain
two years ago), but their numbers appear to have declined even here and are
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RUSKIN COLLECE, OXFORD UNIVERSITY JOINT COURSE ON COMPUTING IN SCHOOL
SATURDAY 17 OCIOEI® 1992; SATURDAY 5 DECHMBER 1992; SATURDAY 3 APRIL 1993,

A day school to be held at Ruskin College, lalton Street, Oxford.
nm 9.3’0 am, - 5-” pin.

Ere you & governmor or teacher responsible for making decisions about the use
Of computers in your school or class?

Are you a parent whose child is using computers in school?

If so, you are invited to apply to join a one-day course to introduce you to the
==is computer progroms being used by 11-16 year old children in secondary
=5 =iddle) schools.

for fuxrther information apply to: Andrew Burchardt, Computer Course Tutor,
T=s=kias College, Oxford OX1 2HZ. Tel: Oxford (0865) 54331.

EINE TASTING

Somld members of the BHA interested in forming an informal wine tasting
oroup please get in touch with Dick and Ann Cripps at Craigellachie,
Eisksey Hill Top - telephone 730375.

& French au pair girl Laurence de Vismes is looking for a family until
Jume 1993, Ring iMrs L. Stewart 735446.

& Dutch teacher is looking for a house to rent for six months. king 735446.

SEED EELP INl YOUR GARDEN? Angela Baker recommends hard-working young man.

Wery comfortable two double-bedroomed flat in lovely part of Kensington
as=ilsklie for holiday lets. Finimum three nights. Phone Angela Baker on 739360.

EUCTIOS YOUR TALENTS FOR A GOOD CAUSE!

Eife ifmitates fiction; the Archers have inspired us to launch a new-style
ompetition. A 'Promise Auction' is being arranged in order to raise money for
Zoc=]l charities. For those of you who have not experienced a Promise Auction,
== dope to lave items as diverse as Latin lessons and babysitting, through to
willss in Spain and France. [Lveryone on Boars Hill will hear shortly!

Phyllis Fogarty & John Hewitt.

S0EEIL BOSTICY EAZAAR - S5th SEPT. Iany thanks to everyone who helped., It looks
== if we mace about £25,000 - still counting! More in the next ilewsletter.
John Hewitt

Tradition ascribes the name of Boars Hill to = legend about an Oxford scholar
=8 was taking the air up here, and had reached the brow of the hill. As he
walked be was reading his Greek book when, suddenly, a wild boar charged at
Sim and would have killed him. But with great presence of mind this Oxford
scholar pushed his Thucydides into the boar's open jaws, which choked the beast
to Geath, {See Mary Bright Kix Boars Hill Oxford)

LETITR SY CEORCE CHAWDLARAY-BEST Il DAILY TELEGRAPI 26.11.91.

SIF - Anthony Lejoune's excellent letter (Nov.21) with its reference
©o ancient monks writing "This is Greek. Impossible to read" in
Latin, reminds ne that the tale is often told about apn undergraduate
=f my college, Cueen's. lie is said to have encountered a wild boar
in Bagley Vood while attempting tocperuse a volume of Zristotle.

Buttering to himself (in Latin of course) "This is Greek. Impossible
£o read”, he thrust the volume into the boar's mouth, thus saving
Bis own life and making good his escape.

The next DHA Committee Meeting
will be held at kKed Copse,
Foxcombe Road, on Sunday,
25th October, 1992, at 5 pm.
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