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DISCOVER YOUR
OWN STYLE

WWA's talented team
have designed a
number of bespoke
homes in Boars Hill
and the surrounding
area, as well as
remodelled and
extended existing
homes to unlock
their potential. We
have even achieved
some significant

extensions without
the need for
planning permission.
We have no set style;
all our designs are
developed according
to our clients’ taste,
be it contemporary
or traditional, to bring
out the best in your
property and suit
your living needs.

Get in touch to
speak to our team of
Architects, Planners,
and specialist
consultants.

Call 01235 523139
or visit our website:

in[@]Y’

@WWA_STUDIOS

WWA-STUDIOS.COM




The Chairman’s Column

Usually the Autumn season on Boars Hill is
somewhat quiet in terms of community events or
activities, with things getting going again over the
Christmas period, but this year we have had a
relatively busy period since the Summer.

The first thing to mention is that the application
by PHBS for Foxcombe Hall was finally
considered by the Vale’s planning committee on
7th September. Regardless of the overwhelming
objections and that sound arguments were made
demonstrating there were no very special
circumstances to justify breaching the National
Greenbelt policy, the committee was equally split
for and against approving the application, and the
chairman gave the casting vote which approved
the application. As result, the Vale has referred the
matter to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities, and Layla Moran MP,
who had argued against approval, has raised the
matter in the House of Commons. The Friends of
Boars Hill have written about this elsewhere but |
would just like to urge you to write to the SoS, as
the Friends recommend. Your comments will
certainly add grist to the mill and after five years |
feel strongly that this is no time to throw in the
towel and become complacent.

Another matter of considerable interest to
residents, particularly those in the Wootton Parish
part of Boars Hill, is the proposed changes to the
parish boundaries which would unite Boars Hill
into one parish instead of being split over three. A
meeting of the Community Governance and
Electoral Issues Committee met on 19th October
and decided not to make any changes at this time.
| have written more details on this elsewhere in
the newsletter.

For the first time since Covid we held our AGM
in person rather than by Zoom. It was hosted at
the Carmelite Priory in Youlbury, and | would like
to thank Fr Alex, Fr Hughes and Fr Yamai for
their hospitality. Kathy Blazewicz writes in more
detail elsewhere, but I would just like to mention
that next year we shall be reverting to holding the

AGM in Spring as we had always done until the
arrival of Covid.

There is much to look forward to this Winter: I’'m
delighted to announce that once again Wendy
Becker and David Benello have invited the BHA
to hold our Christmas drinks party at Tanglewood.
Following the great success of the Hat
Competition in the summer we have decided to
hold a Bow Tie Competition for the gentlemen
and a Hair Fascinator/Adornments Competition
for the ladies at the Christmas do. Of course, since
we are all egalitarian on the Hill, the ladies can
compete in the bow tie comp and the gents may
compete with hair decorations should they wish
to! Details and ticket info elsewhere.

Last week | asked the treasurer, Colin Weyer, to
enquire at our bank and I’'m pleased to announce
that the BHA will next year be able to take
payments for parties, play-reading or other events
by card as we have now been approved for card
reader facilities.

Finally, still on the financial front, if you are not
already a full member of the BHA or you have not
yet set up a DD, 1I’d like to encourage you to join.
Subscriptions are due on 1st January and
membership costs only £10 pa with a £5 discount
for sole residents; you will find a DD Mandate on
the BHA website at boarshill.info/subscriptions

I wish you and your loved ones particularly joyful
seasonal celebrations this year in the anticipation
of minimal Covid restrictions this winter.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA

Stop Press
Christmas Fair

27 November at Sunningwell Village Hall, 1-4pm

Support the charity-run Sunningwell Pre-School,
providing care for 2-4 year olds, next to
Sunningwell Primary School. Mince pies, hot
drinks and some great Christmas gifts!




Scarification Top-Dressing

Hollow Tining Removal Weeds
Lawn Aeration Moss Control
Over seeding Professional Service
NO CONTRACT 01235 603605 07866 944 288
Contact Steve ta |Orsarbmal|00m
01865 331501/07894 983801 - Tree felling Tree pruning
Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com - Tree planting Hedge cutting
Hedge removal Stump grinding
Your local heating professionals for:
Boiler Changes—Gas, Oil & LPG *
*12 year guarantee on selected Worcester boilers
Gas/Qil Servicing & Safety Checks *
Breakdown Cover & Maintenance *
Celebrating 25+ years High Efficiency System Upgrades *
A Local Worcester Bosch Accredited Installer and Commercial Gas Heating *
Which? Trusted Trader

Solar Hot Water Systems *

Call: 01865 327083

] Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps *
www.heelasheating.co.uk

info@heelasheating.co.uk Power Flushing *

Heelas Heating & Renewables Air Conditioning (F-gas Cooling & Heating) *
Bayworth Chapel,
Brumcombe Lane,

Abingdon, 0X13 6QU

*T&C apply




Editorial

Well, having bemoaned the drought in our last newsletter, we are now living through torrential rain
and even flooding in some parts of the UK, although up ‘on the Hill’ we have not been much affected
so far. Although some experts had argued that autumn colours would disappoint this year, | think most
of us agree that they have turned out to be particularly striking, and there is plenty of evidence of this
on Boars Hill. In our own garden, at least, some of the acers and liquidambars that remained a
stubbornly muddy brown last year are now brilliant in every shade of red and copper and orange - a
consolation for all that wind and rain.

It’s great to see so many of our clubs and societies back in action again. There are reports of past and
future events by the Sailing, Garden and Theatre Clubs, details of regular Craft sessions, and of talks
by members or guests of the Wootton, Dry Sandford and District History Society. |1 would also like to
remind readers that Coffee Mornings are once again in full swing, and that the Saturday Coffee
Mornings are open to all. Christmas Drinks Parties, Lunches and Special Events are also popping up
in the Diary and December agendas are filling fast, which is cheering to witness after the subdued if
not entirely non-existent celebrations of the last two Christmas holidays.

Our wonderful Nature Notes correspondent has yet again produced an article on our local bird
population that will have many of us scouring our bird feeders to identify the different warblers he
describes. Christian Hatton has also given some helpful notes on their extraordinary distinguishing
calls, which I’m keen to try to learn. After all, as he points out, warblers are better known for their
songs than their unassuming looks. Readers of the Nature Notes article on moths in the Autumn
newsletter will recall that some Continental moths are now regularly over-wintering in the UK, which
applies equally to these endearing winter warblers, although one or two are only rarely sighted.

It is perhaps unusual to write an obituary of even a beloved family pet, but in this case we had no

doubt that the exception was justified. Scott, the family Blazewicz horse, had been a very long-term

resident in Matthew Arnold Field and was well known to the many locals who took walks in that
direction. Scott had by the time of
his death become a bit of a
landmark, but a most affectionate
and engaging one, and he will be
much missed. Rebecca Blazewicz
has written movingly of how much
he meant to her family elsewhere in
the newsletter. We were sad to hear
of his death but delighted to honour
his memory with a front page cover
photograph, and this close-up of
Scott as we remember him.

Nicola




Focus: Margaret Woods

You may have lived for years on Boars Hill
without wondering why there is a red-brick
section visible from the road between the pseudo-
mediaeval stonework of Foxcombe Hall and the
half-timbered buildings on the right. The answer is
that the brickwork is the front of Thessaly
Cottage, the oldest brick house on the ridge of
Boars Hill, completed in 1887 for the poet and
novelist Margaret Woods and her husband, the
Revd Henry Woods, President of Trinity College.

Margaret Woods, known to her family and friends
as ‘Daisy’, was one of the most important people
ever to live on the ridge of Boars Hill; in fact, she
can be said to have founded the entire settlement.
Living 45 years in the 19th century and 45 in the
20th, she was also a valuable witness to both
periods. Her father, George Bradley, took holy
orders and married Marian Philpot, ‘a woman of
rigid views’ from a clerical family. This rather
alarming couple produced five daughters, all of
whom became writers, as did one of the two sons.
Margaret was their third child. In 1870 the family

moved to Oxford, where Margaret grew up and
where George Bradley became Master of his
former college, University.

In 1879, Margaret married the Revd. Henry
George Woods; they were to have three sons.
Henry became President of Trinity College in
1887 and it was of that time that Margaret wrote
in her journal: “We were the first to plant a house
on what was then the wild and lonely ridge of
Boar’s Hill.” It was familiar territory to her where,
as a girl, she had often ridden with her father, but
it must have seemed daring indeed to build a
house in what was little more than a wilderness.
Margaret, who was to publish six collections of
poetry, two poetic dramas and seven novels, was
doubtless of an original and romantic nature.

“We were the first to plant a house
on what was then the wild and
lonely ridge of Boar’s Hill.’

They bought twenty acres of Wootton Heath,
sloping south from the ridge, on which they
erected ‘an ordinary little home looking out on an
extraordinary view’, across the valley to the
Berkshire Downs. It was designed by Henry
Wilkinson-Moore, the architect of many of the
houses of North Oxford, and completed in 1887.

There had actually been one earlier house on the
ridge. Swiss Cottage, a less permanent structure
constructed in wood in the 1870s, was rebuilt in
brick, also in 1887, and eventually named
'‘Masefield House’ after its famous occupant. John
Masefield was Poet Laureate from 1930-1967.

Robert Bridges (who preceded Masefield as Poet
Laureate), had known Henry Woods from
undergraduate days, and in the 1880s became a
good friend of Margaret’s, sharing her poetic
interests.  For years they corresponded on the
subject of Keats, a special interest for both and on
whom Bridges was writing a book. He named his
younger daughter after Margaret, and when his
wife and daughter Margaret fell ill with TB, he
decided to move them to Boars Hill for fresh air.

A glimpse of life in the cottage is given by
Lawrence Binyon, a student at Trinity:




‘In the summer term of 1890, when | was half-way
through my time at Oxford, | was invited by the
Woods to dine and meet Robert Bridges, whose
name | then heard for the first time. The President
had a cottage on Boars Hill, the only house then
existing on that heathy ridge, which has since
become thick-sown with the dwellings of dons and
poets. We dined at this cottage and walked down
after dinner in the midsummer twilight.’

While on Boars Hill Margaret published the first
two of her novels and the first of her collections of
verse. She was also lively and enterprising, and
seems to have been one of the first to take up the
safety bicycle, with two equal-sized wheels and
chain drive, which made women independent by
giving them their own personal transport. One of
her poems describes the joy of swooping down
[Hinksey Hill?] into town. She gained a
considerable following in literary circles, although
her work is now largely forgotten. A major theme
was a special sympathy for the rural poor.

The idyll was not to last.  Margaret Woods
suffered from bouts of depression and she craved
the distractions of life in town. In 1893 the Woods
sold their Boars Hill property to Lord Berkeley
and in 1897 Henry Woods resigned his Presidency
for reasons connected with Margaret’s health.

They spent increasing amounts of time in London,
where he was Master of the Temple (Temple
Church, by the Inns of Court) from 1904 until his
death in 1915.  Margaret, by then a highly
regarded novelist and poet, was invited to give a
lecture tour in America, but details of this are
scanty. She died at the age of 90 in 1945 and is
interred with her husband in Holywell Cemetery.

She was...one of the first to take
up the safety bicycle

Thessaly Cottage was extended and made use of
by Lord Berkeley, but the back of the cottage
burnt down with the rest of the south facade in
1932. It was rebuilt in stone by the Church of
England, who had just bought the building for
Rippon Theological College.

For residents today, Margaret Woods is best
known as the woman who put Boars Hill on the
map. Probably the most important thing she ever
did - certainly with the most far-reaching
consequences - was to sell her red-brick cottage to
Lord Berkeley in 1893.

Philip Stewart

Thessaly Cottage (right hand part of the red brick cottage)




THE BOARS HILL ASSOCIATION

CHRISTMAS DRINKS PARTY

ENJOY A GLASS OF BUBBLY & CHRISTMAS CHEER ON FRIDAY 16™ DECEMBER 2022 6 - 8 PM
KINDLY HOSTED BY WENDY BECKER AnD DAVID BENELLO AT

TANGLEWOOD, JARN WAY

CHAMPAGNE PRIZE DRAW
FUN BOW TIE AND HAIR FASCINATOR

COMPETITION

TICKETS £10 PAYABLE AT THE DOOR.

PLEASE CONTACT LOUISE JACOBS |ouise.jacobs6é@gmail.com
TO BE ADDED TO GUEST LIST

BHA Subs are Due on 1st January

The rate remains unchanged at a modest £10 per household, although many kindly pay more. There is a
£5 reduction available for those living alone. Please visit our website boarshill.info/subscriptions where
you will find a copy of our payment form with bank details. Please be sure to include your surname
AND house name so that we can identify you. Thank you.

Colin Weyer - Treasurer, BHA

Report on Boars Hill Association AGM

The AGM of the Boars Hill Association took place once again at the Carmelite Priory on Wednesday
21st September.

The Friars were very welcoming and there was plenty of room for all attendees. The meeting was most
successful and the Committee and Chairman were re-elected unanimously.

Fr. John Hughes then went on to talk about the history of Chilswell House and its ambitious plans for
the future. Buildings on the site are in dire need of renovation which would also greatly improve the
overall aesthetics of the site. The 60 year old timber annexe needs replacing with better
accommodation, more suitable for modern needs and expectations. Chilswell House itself and the
chapel are also both in need of some internal reordering and refurbishment.

The company then moved into another spacious room where canapés and wine were served. Thank you
to Fr. Yamai who kindly set up both rooms. Fr. Hughes & Fr. Yamai joined us for wine and mingled
with the guests.

The Chairman duly thanked Fr. Alex, the Prior (who was not in attendance) for the use for the facilities.

Kathy Blazewicz




Scott: Our Beloved - and Very Nosy - Horse

Scott was a piebald cob, size 15.3 hh. He was born
and professionally trained at Garsington stables
and eventually bought by my parents for my
sisters and me in 2000. | was 7 at the time, Ella
was 10 and Hannah 12. Our weekends from then
on consisted of hacks around Chilswell Farm, or
to Oxford Brookes, and sometimes all 3 of us
would ride bareback together on Scott.

We entered him for some dressage events, but he
particularly excelled in the fancy dress
competitions where he emulated a Harley
Davidson.

He was brilliant in traffic, we always felt very safe
with him and he adored children. He was also
extremely nosy and would often pop his head into
car windows no matter how much strength we
used to pull him back. Luckily most people knew
and loved Scott and so welcomed his intrusion.

He was a fine jumper, we would often find him
amongst Mum’s flower beds or trying to walk into
the conservatory. He also loved dogs and was
great friends with Hugo, Anne Hill’s Samoyed.

He was also very stubborn and in his retirement
years he would refuse to come back into his stable.
On reflection, it is probably because he loved his
daily visitors at the field and of course the fact that
he saw Matthew Arnold field as his kingdom!

Scott passed away in his sleep in the early hours of
Monday 24th October, in his favourite place,
Matthew Arnold Field. Scott was a treasure to us
all, he was nearly 31, equivalent to 88 human
years. During the recent pandemic he lapped up
cuddles and chats with old friends and many new
acquaintances. And even when he took his last
breath, he was lucky enough still to have all his
teeth, humour and beautiful mane and tail.

Scott adored everyone who came to visit him and
thrived on the attention and affection he inspired,
and we are sure this helped him continue to
prosper in his retirement. He has left a hoofprint in
many hearts and shall never be forgotten.

Rebecca Blazewicz




Boars Hill Sailing Club: Balearic Breezes

In September a group of intrepid - if somewhat
ancient - mariners set off from Barcelona for a
week’s sailing in the Balearics. Under the watchful
eye of skipper Philip, we departed our home base
at Port Ginesta just south of Barcelona in the early
evening for an overnight passage to Soller on the
northwest coast of Majorca. Winds were light - too
light to maintain sensible progress under sail alone
- so we motor sailed most of the 100 miles,
arriving at the beautiful bay of Soller around
lunchtime the following day. Here we dropped
anchor for the night as the marina was full. After
exploring the harbour, its bars and restaurants in
the evening we retired to our yacht for what turned
out to be an eventful night of high winds and
dragging anchors - not ours fortunately. In the
pitch darkness we heard several yachts raising and
resetting their anchors with crew shouting and
screaming instructions as the wind howled and
yachts swung on their moorings. By morning
everything had settled, the winds had gone and we
headed into town to explore the beautiful streets
of Soller.

Our plan was to sail up the northwest coast of
Majorca to Pollenca before returning back to base
on the Spanish mainland. This we did with
overnight stops at Cala Calobra - regarded as the
most attractive Cala on the island of Majorca - and
Cala Sant Vicenc. Fortunately neither bay was
busy and we had both places largely to ourselves.
We arrived at Pollenca on day 4 of our trip just as
a storm was brewing and decided to stay put to let

the weather pass. Pollenca is a large and rather
cosmopolitan town at the northern end of Majorca,
busy with tourists, restaurants and shops. We
enjoyed our stay here but had to return back to
Port Ginesta in time to catch our flights back to
the UK. The return crossing - also 100 miles -
was very different from the outbound trip. With
the seas still lumpy following the recent storm and
winds of between 16 to 20 knots we absolutely
flew back to the mainland, taking only 15 hours
compared to the 20 hours of motor-sailing on the
way out.

Our yacht behaved impeccably, the crew - for the
most part at least - did so too and the week was a
great success. This was a different type of sailing
trip to others organised by skipper Philip in that it
was book-ended by two very long and tiring
overnight passages. Maybe a two week trip might
have been more relaxing, but then again some of
us still work... Next year perhaps.

Philip Waddy
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Boars Hill Theatre Club

Our programme in 2023 launches with Notes
From A Small Island at The Watermill Theatre,
Newbury on Thursday, 23rd February 2023. Based

on his best-selling novel, this highly entertaining
play recounts Bill Bryson’s travels across the
length and breadth of Britain, looking at the quirks
in our culture from the eyes of an American. How
can the nation that produced Marmite, Gardener’s
Question Time and people who say “Ooh lovely”
at the sight of a cup of tea, hold such a special
place in his heart?

Depart Boars Hill at 16:30 and return by 23:20
hours. Cost of £54.50 per person including coach
fare, discounted stalls ticket and driver’s gratuity.
A pre-performance supper will also be available in
The Watermill’s restaurant at an additional cost.

For more information and to reserve your ticket,
contact: Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or
Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info

Closing date: 1st December 2022

Rosemary Maund

Come Visit us at The Fox!

As the nights are now quickly drawing in,
come and visit the Fox for a drink by the open
fire or a warming plate of seasonal fayre. As
we move into the winter months our menu
will change to reflect the new season, so look
out for local game and other winter treats on
our Specials board.

Our set price lunch menu changes weekly

(2 courses £16.50/3 for £20); from the end of
November we are launching our December
menu and our set price Christmas party menu
for larger bookings (2 Courses £29/3 for £35).
As we move into the festive season, we will
be offering a turkey roast with all the
trimmings every Sunday until Christmas Day.

We also have a range of events happening
over the next few months, including more live
music, New Year's Eve, Burns Supper in the
New Year and many others. So please keep in
touch with us via social media or our website:
www.foxinnoxford.co.uk

Hoping to see you soon, Tommy & the Team
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BHA Diary Entries
December 2022 - February 2023

Coffee Mornings: Winter 2022-23

New members always very welcome - you can just turn up at the coffee
mornings, there is no need to phone the host.. If anyone would like
more information, knows of new members or would like to host a
Friday or Saturday coffee morning, please contact Susanna or Janet:
Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info

Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info

Boars Hill Garden Club events:
For additional information, please email boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com

December

Saturday 3rd 9.30-12.30: Volunteering with Oxford Preservation Trust and Abingdon Green Gym at Jarn
Heath (see article on page 17 for more info).

Saturday 3rd 1lam: Coffee Morning - All Welcome - kindly hosted by George Robinson, Whitebarn,
Sandy Lane, OX1 5HH

Saturday 3rd 4pm onwards: Drinks party and pop up shop in aid of Helen & Douglas Hospice -
payments in cash only - Birgit Bjerglund, Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells Heath OX1 5JE Tel. 01865 736751

Tuesday 6th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 8th 2-4pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Kim Carver, Oakdene, Bedwells Heath
Tel. 01865 735736. Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Friday 9th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Zoom talk, with the alternative option of viewing the
talk at the Sunningwell School of Art (to be confirmed). “Why do Violets shrink? Answers to 280 questions
in the thorny world of plants’ by Caroline Holmes, author, broadcaster & lecturer.

Tuesday 13th 9.30-12.30: Volunteering with Oxford Preservation Trust in Boars Hill (see article on p. 17).

Thursday 15th 7.30pm: Boars Hill Theatre Club outing to “‘Christmas with John Rutter and the Oxford
Philharmonic Orchestra’ at The Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford. Sold Out.

Friday 16th 6-8pm: Boars Hill Christmas Drinks Party - kindly hosted by Wendy Becker and David
Benello, Tanglewood, Jarn Way. Tickets £10 payable at the door. Please contact Louise Jacobs via
bha@boarshill.info to be added to the guest list.

January

Tuesday 3rd 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 12th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. ‘The Great Stink, Engineers, Sewerage Systems and the Victorian
battle against dirt” by Tom Crook. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4

Friday 13th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Zoom talk, with the alternative option of viewing the
talk at the Sunningwell School of Art (to be confirmed). ‘Crayfish on the Lawn, and other gardening
stories’ by Joff Elphick, professional gardener.
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Tuesday 24th 2-4 pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Bernie McCabe, Grace Dieu, Fox Lane
Tel. 01865 730345 or 07786 776738 (first driveway on left after Lincombe Lane, driving downhill towards
the Fox). Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Friday 27th 12.00 for 12.15pm: Ladies Winter Lunch - to be held at The Greyhound, Besselsleigh
OX13 5PX. Advance Booking ONLY with Susanna or Janet (as above)

Sunday 29th: BHA Winter Talk planned. Details to be announced later.

February

Friday 3rd 7.30-9.30pm: Boars Hill Garden Club AGM and Social at the WADS Community Centre,
Wootton. Members are invited to contribute a plate of finger food.

Saturday 4th 11.00am: Coffee Morning - All Welcome - kindly hosted by Sandra Clarke,
Wildwood, The Ridgeway OX15EZ Tel. 01865 735560

Tuesday 7th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 9th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. ‘William Smith and a history of Geology in Oxfordshire’ by Owen
Green. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4

Friday 10th 11.00am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Julia Bennett, Hedderley House, Old Boars Hill
OX15JQ Tel. 01865 321262. Additional parking at Jarn Mound

Wednesday 15th 2-4pm: Craft Session kindly hosted by Birgit Bjerglund, Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells Heath
Tel. 01865 736751. Please RSVP the host if you wish to attend.

Friday 17th 11.00am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Janet Cochrane, Limekiln House, Hinksey Hill
OX15BH Tel. 01865 739740. Additional parking next door at Magpies.

Thursday 23rd 7.30pm: Boars Hill Theatre Club outing to Notes From A Small Island at The Watermill
Theatre, Newbury. £54.50 pp including coach and stall ticket. To reserve your place contact Kathrine
Tollis on 01865 735401 or Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info. Closing date 1st December.

Friday 24th 11.00am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Susanna Hart, Youlbury House, Whitebarn,
Wootton OX15HH (go left down the lane at Gate 2 Scout Camp) Tel. 01865 327683

Sunday 26th: BHA Winter Talk planned. Details to be announced later.

Advance Notice

Thursday March 9th 2023 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in
the Wootton & Dry Sandford Community Centre. ‘A Walk along the Thames path from the source near
Cirencester to Oxford’ by Bill King.

Wanted!

I am looking to buy a small house or large, bright and airy flat on or around Boars Hill. It must be light and
sunny with a small garden or outside space. | know this won’t be easy, but if you know of anyone thinking
of selling anything that might fit the bill, please contact me. Thanks, in hope!

Sarah Fernback
07500 009313 or via bha@boarshill.info
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Nature Notes: Winter Warblers

As autumn turns to winter, Boars Hill sees a shift
in its birdlife. Winter thrushes are now present in
abundance, and summer visitors have headed off
to sunnier climes. Or have they? A group of
delightful but easily overlooked birds is now
making our area their permanent home, eschewing
the pattern of migration they have maintained for
thousands of years.

Summer visitors have headed off to
sunnier climes. Or have they?

These are the warblers, a group of birds which —
as their name suggests — are perhaps better known
for their songs than for their good looks. While
ornithologists will be aware of a vast array of
warblers often distinguished from one another by
subtle features such as an eye stripe or wing bar,
there are many suburban warblers which can be
recognised in the gardens of Boars Hill — now as
much in winter as in summer.

Perhaps best known amongst these is the
chiffchaff. ~ This yellowy-green bird is small,
insectivorous and visually rather unassuming — but
has a loud two-tone tick-tock of a song which
gives it its name. Older field guides will describe
the chiffchaff as one of the earliest of our summer
migrants to arrive in the UK (typically in mid-
March), but it is becoming clear that increasing
numbers are overwintering as our winters become
milder. Its eastern cousin, the Siberian chiffchaff,
is rather greyer and can be tricky to differentiate

Common chiffchaff in the author’s hand
(recovering after a bump into our window!)

Greyer (likely Siberian) chiffchaff,
seen locally in winter

from the common version, but can again be seen
locally when weather conditions in northern and
eastern Europe drive it to seek shelter and food in
more accommodating climates.

The blackcap (named for obvious reasons, see
below) is also sometimes known as the nightingale
of the north, with its powerful and melodic song
being heard throughout our area in the spring and
summer. However, rather than returning to its sub-
Saharan African wintering quarters, the blackcap
is now frequently seen on bird feeders in our area
throughout the winter. It will not sing, however,
until spring returns.

Wintering male blackcap (females have a brown
version of the cap) taking advantage of residents’
generosity in Boars Hill

A further warbler which was once extremely rare
in the UK, but which is now fully resident in
southern England, is the Cetti’s warbler.  This
small but very vocal bird was named in honour of
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the eighteenth century German-Iltalian
mathematician, naturalist and educationalist
Francesco Cetti. Before 1960, this warbler was
confined to continental Europe and only present in
the UK as a rare spring and autumn visitor.
Although its preference for riverine habitats mean

The yellow-browed warbler...
breeds thousands of miles away in
the Siberian taiga

that you will not find it readily on Boars Hill, a
wander down to the valley of the Old Golf Course
or to Radley at any time of year will now routinely
be rewarded by hearing its explosive call. This
has been transcribed as “Hey! You! What’s my
name! Cet-ti, Cet-ti, Cet-ti!” (And as absurd as
this looks written down, it genuinely does mimic
the pattern of this noisy bird’s unmistakable call
very accurately!)  While it is easy to hear the
Cetti’s warbler, you will be very fortunate indeed
to see it: it is shy and skulking, and only rarely
emerges from the undergrowth.

A rare sighting of Cetti’s warbler, before leaves
emerge and give it its preferred hiding place

While these now-resident warblers are common
and readily identified, occasional more exotic
members of the warbler family will turn up in our
area and catch the attention of local birdwatchers.
Recent examples this autumn have included the
yellow-browed warbler on the fringes of Farmoor
reservoir. Its prominent eye stripe gives this tiny
bird its name. While it breeds thousands of miles
away in the Siberian taiga, a few birds regularly
crop up each autumn as part of a slightly
misplaced southerly migratory pattern.

Yellow-browed warbler, ringed on Fair Isle
as part of a study on migration

In the rather less salubrious environs of the
Abingdon sewage works, a rare Pallas’s leaf
warbler paused in its migration and rested for

No one said gathering material for
Nature Notes was glamorous!

much of last autumn and winter. Your
correspondent had excellent views through
binoculars, but alas was not able to obtain a good
photograph, despite more than one visit to the
sewage works. No one said gathering material for
Nature Notes was glamorous!

Christian Hatton

All photos taken by J.S. Wainscoat, except Yellow-
Browed, by author

15




Report from the Friends of Boars Hill on
the Foxcombe Hall develooment

After nearly 5 years of intense opposition the saga
continues.

The Vale’s Planning Committee met on
Wednesday, 14 September, at the Vale of White
Horse, Milton Park Offices. It was a ‘hybrid’
meeting where all attendees communicated
through their own computers in a Zoom meeting,
yet were in the office together.

The vote to approve the application was split 4:3.
The Chair voted twice, including his casting vote.
One member abstained, claiming to have
computer technical problems.

This application for development in the Green
Belt can only be approved if there are “very
demonstrable special circumstances” that
outweigh the damage done to the Green Belt. The
applicant has confirmed in writing that damage
would be done to the Green Belt.

The number of *“very special circumstances” was
whittled from 7 down to 3 by the planning officer:
No alternative accommodation; Economic Benefit;
and Educational spin off.

The economic benefit claimed was seriously
reduced just prior to the meeting and was
acknowledged as “very subjective” and could not
pass the “Very Special Circumstances” test. The
educational benefit claimed was again very
subjective and difficult to justify.

The application hinged on lack of available
accommodation. This was refuted by the Leader of
the Council who insisted that the large new
development in Botley was a serious alternative.
The Section 106 on that development was deemed
no obstacle. Dismissed by the Chair as late
evidence, this crucial issue had been raised by the
Friends 12 months earlier and several times since.

The application has now been referred to the
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, but the result
may not be known for some time.

The Friends of Boars Hill have worked tirelessly

on behalf of the community and have left no stone
unturned. Their work continues.

Nigel Jones

on behalf of Friends of Boars Hill Steering Group

in our friendly
charity shop

a fulfilling role wo

y chatting to custo
pople?

few hours a week

Contact Laura Horton for more
information:

Telephone- 07584846735

Email - shopscoordinator@acaciauk.org

Introducing Wootton ACACIA
Charity Shop

ACACIA UK has recently merged with another like
minded charity Rafiki Thabo foundation (Reg.
Charity no: 1193124); this enabled us to pool our
resources and ultimately send more funds abroad.
100% of the funds raised in the ACACIA shops is
donated to Rafiki Thabo Foundation.

Our vision is that young people, including those
living with disabilities, will be empowered through
education to enable them to reach their full potential
and initiate positive change in their communities.
We do this by enabling access to education, working
through local committees made up of community
leaders known personally to the trustees. Our
programmes centre around the Taita Taveta region in
Kenya, Teyateyaneng area in Lesotho and Kabale
district in Uganda.

Laura Horton
ACACIA shops coordinator
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Oxford Preservation Trust

OPT Green Spaces in Boars Hill

Autumn is here and what a great time to get
outside! All of our Green Spaces in Boars Hill are
accessible and open to the public. They include
Old Berkeley Golf Course; Abraham Wood;
Chilswell Fields; Signal EIm Field; Jarn Heath,
Mound, Field and Wild Garden; Elizabeth
Daryush Memorial Garden; Tommy’s Triangle;
Bus Stop Corner; Matthew Arnold Field &
Reserve; and Lincombe Lane Field & Reserve.

With the help of a valued member, we have
planted a third tree on an OPT piece of land in
Boars Hill this autumn, in celebration and support
of the Queen’s Jubilee Green Canopy Project.

Volunteering in Boars Hill Green Spaces

\olunteers were adventurously up on the banks of
Jarn Mound this Autumn clearing the steps and
banks of overgrown bracken, to make way for the
seeding of heathland grass species to encourage
plant diversity and improved ecology. OPT
continue to carry out scheduled works on trees,
hedgerows and grass areas. We are on the last
stretch of a “‘Rejuvenating Boars Hill’s Woodlands’
project (funded by TOE (Trust for Oxfordshire’s
Environment) since 2019). This involves the

continuation of contractor and volunteer work in
Abraham Wood, Matthew Arnold Field and Jarn
Heath. Walk around these areas to spot the new
bird boxes, coppiced hazels and scrub clearance
making way for spring flowers, heathland species
and more diverse woodland structures.

We welcome you to get involved. Upcoming
volunteering dates in Boars Hill include: Dec 3rd;
Dec 11th; and Dec 13th (if enough volunteers). A
November date had to be cancelled from a lack of
volunteers. So please consider helping boost these
numbers for a morning of exercise, good
conversation and tea. To join in contact Charlie or
call our office on 01865 242918.

In other news

The Old Golf Course is currently grazed with
sheep and we thank you for continuing to follow
the guidance: keep dogs on their leads in these
fields, to keep your animals and the livestock safe.

As a charity, all our crucial work would not be
possible without the support of our members,
donors and volunteers. Thank you to all of you
who are OPT members and donors for your
continued support which means a great deal.
Becoming a member or joining our Green Spaces
\olunteers is easy — at the Green Spaces link on
the OPT website or by calling 01865 242918.

Charlie Jackson — Green Spaces Officer
c.jackson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.
Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.
Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.
Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490
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Cooks' Corner

Pheasant Casserole

Old-fashioned Pheasant Casserole
As pheasants are sadly currently in short supply,
venison can be a delicious substitute.

1 plump pheasant

Half a packet of small onions, peeled

1 packet smoked bacon lardons

3 sticks celery, chopped

1 thsp flour

2 teaspoons tomato purée

1 thsp redcurrant jelly
Mixed herbs, salt and pepper
1 glass red wine

Butter and oil for frying
1/2pint stock

Turn oven on to 180°C

Joint pheasant into 5 pieces, melt butter and oil in
large casserole or frying pan and fry meat until
golden all over. Remove from pan. Add onions,
bacon and celery to pan and brown lightly.
Combine with the meat, herbs, tomato purée,
redcurrant jelly and salt and pepper.

Pour wine and warm stock into a basin and whisk
in the flour. Return the casserole to the hob and
add the thickened wine and stock liquid, stirring
until thick. Simmer for 10 minutes, then place in
oven for about % hour. Test for tenderness, adjust
seasoning to taste and serve with creamed potatoes
and green vegetables.

Valerie Barr

WANTED

Back copies of the BHA newsletter
for the BHA archive

We are missing Number 138 from Summer 2000 and
also need copies of various editions from 1990 and
earlier.

If you are able to help please contact Colin Weyer
bha@boarshill.info. Thank you.

Colin Weyer - Treasurer, BHA

Traffic Speed Indicators

The shorter days provide less charging time and
batteries need replacing more often.

Please advise bha@boarshill.info if you notice any of
the signs not working. Thank you.

Colin Weyer - Treasurer, BHA

19




Tree Surgery
Tree Pruning
Crown Reduction
Crown Thinning

' i ; Hedge Reduction
Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive o oo
Tree and Woodland management service ump Grinding

throughout Oxfordshire. USSR
Tree Planning

We are committed to providing a professional Soil Decompaction

service to care for and restore your trees.

Email us or visit our website

01865 735405
inffo@ringrosetrees.co.uk

, Tree Services
www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

All work to B.S 3998 (2010)

WEMBE, D) 1S0 9001

1SO 14001
1SO 18001
1SO 45001

) ¢
VOICE OF TREE CARE ® @ - ELCOAT

Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance

At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887

www.memyspadeandi.com
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Changes to the Parish Boundaries - Outcome

Last winter a petition was circulated to unite all of Boars Hill into one parish rather than being split over
three; namely Wootton, Sunningwell and Cumnor parishes. The petition requested that Boars Hill be united
under Sunningwell parish as many residents felt that their concerns were not taken seriously by Wootton
parish (and Cumnor was too remote). The Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee met in
May to consider the matter and decided to hold a public consultation in June /July. The consultation was
open to all members of the public — not just those on Boars Hill but also Wootton, Sunningwell, Cumnor
and anyone else who was interested. The results showed that 49.8% of respondents wanted to unite Boars
Hill into one parish whilst 48% wanted no change. Interestingly, looking at an analysis of the data it can be
seen that most of those supporting the change lived on Boars Hill in the area that would be directly
affected whilst most wanting no change were in Wootton itself and not on Boars Hill.

I was informed that more weight would be given to the responses of those who would be directly affected
i.e. those living in the Wootton part of Boars Hill who would be transferred to Sunningwell Parish.

At the subsequent Vale of White Horse CGEI committee meeting on 19th October, I spoke in favour of the
change along with two Sunningwell Parish Councillors. However, a greater number of Wootton
Councillors as well as others, including two District councillors, argued against the change. Wootton PC
Chairman spoke, in particular, about the financial strain that the loss of Boars Hill residences would have
on the parish, mentioning that, with the rising cost of living crisis, it would mean less cash available to
help support Wootton residents to keep warm this winter.

Although the Vale’s officers’ recommendation was that
Nazar Turkish Food and Cookery Classes |those dwellings on Boars Hill in Wootton Parish (but
not those in Cumnor parish) be transferred to
Sunningwell, having heard the arguments for and
against, the committee decided not to make any
changes to the boundaries. Although this is
disappointing, | do not feel that the whole exercise was
futile. Since the BHA first informed Wootton PC of our
intention to distribute a petition, there has, it seems to
me, been a noticeable change in their attitude to Boars
Hill concerns. For example, after years of submitting
“no objections” to the Vale concerning the applications
for planning permission from PHBS, they suddenly
changed their tune and have since strongly objected.

Learn Authentic Turkish Cookery | understand that a number of the members of the
o Classes from 7" January 2023. Wootton PC have changed fairly recently and | sense
* 3-course Turkish meals! that Boars Hill residents can perhaps enjoy a better
* Taughtin Wootton village. relationship with the Wootton PC, and that our
. ggﬂggt:l?]rgﬁrc\?: denlsé;;ihazészﬁjay& concerns will no Ionger_be apparently dism?ssed gut of
« Delivery available within 5 miles. hand. In fa}ct, although in the past Boars Hill re5|_dents
« Baklava. mezzes. main courses and morel who have joined the Wootton PC have mostly resigned
’ ’ within a short period of time, I believe that any Boars
Contact Hilal Hillian would now be made welcome on the Wootton

07932 735605 PC committee.
hilalsnazar@gmail.com
Kate O’Donovan - on behalf of the BHA Committee
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Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes

Committee Meeting
Held at Yew Cottage, Old Boars Hill
7.00pm on Wednesday 2nd November

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Pat Gove, Kathy
Blazewicz, Nicola Park (Newsletter Editor),
Michael Edwards.

Apologies: Rosie Allen, Louise Jacobs, Ann
Loescher.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting. Approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report
Cash at Bank £6,349.14

3. Chair’s Report

3.1. The AGM on 29th September 2022

This was regarded as a great success. The
venue was deemed very comfortable and
accessible. A reasonable turnout was
witnessed. An article will be written for the
Newsletter.

Parish Boundaries

The VoWH Community Governance and
Electoral Issues committee met to debate the
proposed changes to the Boars Hill Parish
Boundaries. The BHA Chair and Sunningwell
PC Chair attended. There were strong
arguments from all parties; the Wootton PC
Chair made an impassioned speech. The BHA
Chair will write an article for the Newsletter.
BHA Archive

The Archivist, Colin Weyer, is seeking copy
no. 138 of the Newsletter to complete the
archive.

3.2.

3.3.

4. Forthcoming Special Events

4.1. The Chair reported that the next event was the
BHA Christmas drinks party on Friday, 16th
December 2022. From 6pm — 8pm

The venue is to be Tanglewood, home of
Wendy Becker and David Benello.

Tickets are to be £10 per person. Cash only,
booked in advance.

The door is to be manned by Pat Gove, Ann
Loescher and Kathy Blazewicz.

There would be a prize draw.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4,

4.5.

4.6. A plea was made by the Chair that all
committee members stayed to see all clearing
up undertaken before leaving.

5. The Christmas Play-Reading

5.1. The Chair announced that the play is to be
“Wife after Death”.

5.2. Date Thursday, 8th December 2022, at 7pm
kindly hosted at Youlbury House — (Note: the
play has since been postponed until next

spring.)

6. Winter Talks

6.1. Dates agreed: 29th January, 26th February
and 26th March 2023.

6.2. Possible talk on The Oxford Union Canal and
The Local Water System by Thames Water

7. Newsletter

7.1. Copy date is 11th November 2022.

7.2. The advertising revenue was £2,145 to date.
A very pleasing result. Many thanks to Louise
Jacobs.

8. Foxcombe Hall
The Planning Committee met on Wednesday,
14th September 2022 at the Vale’s Milton Park
Offices. The vote to approve was split 4:3. The
Chair voted twice, including a casting vote. The
matter has now been referred by the Vale to the
Secretary of State for Levelling Up. Housing
and Communities. The result may not be known
for some time. The friends of Boars Hill will
write an update for the newsletter.

9. Next meeting
The next committee meeting will be held on
8th February 2023 at 7pm. The venue will be
Yew Tree Cottage, kindly hosted by Michael
Edwards and John Hewitt.

Nigel Jones - Hon Sec, BHA
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Spring Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info. The deadline
for copy is 10th February 2023. Articles should be between 200-700 words, depending on subject, and it is
therefore important to contact the editor in advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high
resolution as possible. Articles may be edited for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: Front cover photo by Rebecca Blazewicz; bird photos by J.S. Wainscoat; other photos by
contributors of individual articles.

Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 10th February 2023

Date of next Committee Meeting - 8th February 2023
BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2022 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.
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