The Boars Hill Newsletter

Spring 2023, Number 231




Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.
Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.
Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.
Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490



http://www.melissahutcheson.co.uk
mailto:melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk

The Chairman’s Column

As we march into March, Christmas seems so
long ago and yet the memories of the BHA
Christmas party are as clear in my mind as if it
were yesterday. Once again, our hosts Wendy
Becker and David Benello welcomed us into their
beautiful home, Tanglewood. It was lovely to see
so many new faces joining us for the occasion and
the bubbly flowed to the lyrical sounds of our
guest Lutenist, Edward Fitzgibbon. 1 would
particularly like to thank Wendy and David for
readying their house following extensive building
works during the previous few months.

This most enjoyable occasion was followed by
another winter event in January, the Ladies’
Winter Lunch, this year held at the Greyhound in
Besselsleigh. Places were “sold out” weeks in
advance and | would like to thank Lucille Stewart,
Susanna Hart and Janet Cochrane for arranging
the very successful lunch.

Apart from these two wonderful events, this
winter was, in many ways, a low point for
residents. \Very sadly, three residents, namely
Philip Stewart, Rosie Allen and Justine White
passed away before Christmas, and another two
residents, Warwick Clarke and Marie Simon, in
January. Their obituaries are in this and the next
issue of the newsletter.

On a related note, a rather wonderful memorial
was held for Scott, Boars Hill’s equine resident,
who passed away last October. At the top of his
field, on Sunday November 20th Ella and Becky
Blazewicz gave a touching speech. Coffee and
cakes were served and | was delighted to see so
many of Scott’s admirers join us including a
surprising number of his canine and equine
friends. If you would like to contribute to the cost
of a bench in his honour please go to
justgiving.com and search for “Scottmemory”.

In November and December we had a
disconcerting spate of burglaries on the Hill by,
we are informed, one or possibly two professional
gangs. Naturally there have been many
discussions about how we could reduce this

alarming trend and we have formed a WhatsApp
group called BHA Watch with Simon Gregg who
volunteered to act as administrator. This has
proved to be very popular with over 100 people
joining within the first two weeks. Its purpose is
to function as a surveillance tool and report
suspicious activity to other group members. As it
became clear that many posts were discussions
rather than actual surveillance, which resulted in
some people turning off their notifications, BHA
treasurer, Colin Weyer, and | came up with the
idea to set up another WhatsApp group which we
have called BHA Chat. This provides a space for
greater discussion, keeping the BHA Watch to live
surveillance, its original purpose. The BHA Chat
is for paid up BHA members, and residents can
discuss not only security measures but anything of
BH relevance, eg upcoming BHA events, road
closures, missing pets, etc. If you would like to
join either group please email bha@boarshill.info
with your details including mobile number. If you
are not a BHA subscriber but would like to join
the Chat you can access a membership payment
form at boarshill.info/subscriptions.

Looking forward, we shall be holding the AGM in
the Spring, once again, on Wednesday May 3rd
(see notice on page 9). Last year was the first
“live” AGM since lockdown forced us to use
Zoom. We had a good turnout although I was a
little surprised at how few people brought a plate
of finger food to share. It is a great opportunity to
catch up with friends and neighbours whilst
supping a glass of wine and if you enjoy a
delicious morsel with your glass please consider
bringing a small contribution.

Finally, the Ashmolean is holding an exhibition
this Spring entitled Labyrinth: Knossos, Myth and
Reality. Knossos was discovered, as you may
know, by Sir Arthur Evans, former long-term
resident of Boars Hill. We are thinking of
organising a group outing so if you would be
interested in joining in please email us at
bha@boarshill.info.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair, BHA
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Editorial

We have a great mix of articles for you in this issue, ranging from an unusual subject for Nature Notes
and an update from the Oxford Preservation Trust on their Boars Hill holdings, to advice on
sustainable heating for your home and photos from our Christmas party. There are also lots of social
activities listed on the Diary Calendar, including a coffee morning with a new and very welcome host,
Isobel Burns, in early March. There’s no need to book in advance for coffee mornings and the
Saturdays are open to all. There are also a few tickets left for the next Theatre Club outing.

Sarah O’Kelly has written about the hares that chose her garden as a home for their two litters of
young last summer, which prompted her to research the habits of this little understood wild animal.
Other residents in Lincombe Lane have also been privileged to see hares in their garden and on the
lane and perhaps in the coming summer some of us will see young hares as well. BBOWT (Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust) have assured me it’s amazing to have hares
breeding in a garden, but obviously Sarah’s garden, large, and close to open grassland and fields, and
with no resident dog, satisfied their criteria.

We are sorry to report the deaths of a number of residents in this issue. Philip Stewart made particular
contributions to the lives of residents with the publication of his work on the trees of Boars Hill, which
is available to download on the BHA website. He knew more about the history of the area and the
houses of Boars Hill than most people, an interest sparked perhaps by having lived for a short period
with his family in Foxcombe Hall itself. Rosie Allen was another important and well known
contributor to life on Boars Hill and a founder member of the Friends of Boars Hill.

My thanks once again to Lynne Groom for yet another delicious recipe, just in time for family
gatherings at Easter. The cake looks and sounds truly scrumptious!

Nicola

Sarah’s glass mosaic, inspired by her resident hares




Focus: Philip Stewart

Philip Stewart (1939-2022) was a very long-term
resident of Boars Hill and the many residents who
knew him well were deeply saddened to learn of
his death in November.

Philip was a true polymath and linguist, and an
exceptional teacher who inspired generations of
Oxford students at the intersection of ecology and
human sciences.  Philip was interested in an
astonishing range of subjects and sufficiently
expert to write and publish on many of them. He
taught economics and biology at university level,
learned Arabic and translated Arabic texts and also
researched and wrote on both religion and poetry.
He was a passionate lover of trees and, for the
residents of Boars Hill, wrote a brief article
explaining the effects of the local geology and soil
conditions on their trees. He lived and worked in
Algeria for 7 years before moving to Boars Hill in
1975, and remained there until his death in 2022.

Philip was born in the then borough of St Pancras,
in London. He was educated privately at
Bryanston School in Dorset and afterwards at

University College, Oxford, where he gained a
first-class honours degree in Arabic. He wrote his
D.Phil. on Naguib Mahfouz, who was to become
the first Egyptian to win the Nobel Prize for
Literature. Philip’s translation of his novel
Children of Gebelawi, was cited in the Nobel
press release in 1988. He then switched tracks
completely to take a further honours degree in
Forestry for which he was awarded another first.

Having worked for the UN in Geneva for a year,
Philip took up a job in Algeria, working in the
Government’s Forestry Department, helping to
conserve Algeria’s huge but dwindling forests of
holm oak, cork oak and Aleppo pine. In Algeria he
met Lucile, whose father also worked on arid-land
ecology and the challenges of conservation. Philip
and Lucile married in 1969 and travelled the
Sahara and remote Algerian hinterlands in a
battered 2CV.

Shortly afterwards they moved back to England,
to Milton Abbas in Dorset, where Philip took a
teaching post at Bryanston. After a year however
they returned to Algeria, Philip working initially
for War on Want, after which they both took up
teaching posts in Algiers. They returned to
Brighton for a year, with a grant for Philip to write
a book on his experiences in Algeria, after which,
in 1975, he took up an Oxford University
lectureship in Plant Sciences, in what was then the
Department of Forestry and Agriculture.

Philip became a tenured fellow of St Cross
College, teaching Economics to students of
Agriculture and Forestry, and remained at the
University until retirement in 2007. The Forestry
Department was however amalgamated into Plant
Sciences in the 1980s, and Philip consequently
moved to the Institute of Human Sciences in the
Pauling Building at 58 Banbury Road, where he
taught Human Ecology.

As a teacher Philip always explored the
boundaries of his topics, emphasising to his
students the universal reach of ecology, which
included not only the animals, plants, fungi and
microbes, but also human beings, with their ideas,
interests and cultures. He continued teaching
ecology long after retirement.




He rediscovered a passion for chemistry late in
life, which led to several scholarly publications on
the periodic table, including his own spiral design,
the Chemical Galaxy, which was published in
Nature. His acclaimed book Unfolding Islam, an
introduction for non-Muslim readers, covers some
of his ideas about the ecology of religion. It is
available from Amazon.

In 1975 Philip and Lucile, with a growing family,
were looking for a home and by great good luck it
was suggested they become caretakers at Ripon
Hall, which was up for sale but in need of looking
after until a suitable buyer could be found. They
moved in to take care of the estate for nearly a
year before the Hall was sold to the Open
University in 1976 and returned to its original
name of Foxcombe Hall. The Stewarts lived in its
large 5 bedroom flat, North Lodge, until the sale
was completed. The estate had by then been
divided into several parts and the Stewarts bought
one of them, East Lodge, which included a large
plot of land and a small house, formerly the
residence of the Head Gardener. They re-named
the house Brahim.

Philip is survived by his wife Lucile, their 5
children and 11 grandchildren, many of whom still
live close by. Philip was extremely family-oriented
and although always busy with one project or
another always found time to help with the child-
care, getting up at night to change the current baby
or help with feeding.

Philip continued teaching ecology and publishing
long after retirement; he corresponded vigorously
with many journals and newspapers, his letters
appearing regularly in the Oxford Times. His final
book, on his beloved Boars Hill poets, Oxford’s
Parnassus, was published in 2021.

Philip was writing up until the very end of his life.
By November, although obviously weakened and
very ill, he was keen to write the story of Margaret
Woods for our Focus in the Winter issue; he
answered my questions about her in meticulous
detail only days before he died.

Nicola Park
with contributions from Philip’s family

Philp's article The Trees of Boars Hill is available
to download on the BHA website.

Philip as a grandfather, with his youngest grandchild, Felix, in 2022




Nature Notes: Brown Hares in Lincombe Lane

We were pleasantly surprised last spring to find a
large hare in our garden, and even more excited to
see twins nibbling the grass outside our garden
room a few weeks later. After a couple of months
they disappeared, and then to our delight triplets
appeared in the early summer.

It transpired that these tiny youngsters were alone,
and so began a concerned trawl of the internet for
information about hares, and leverets, as they are
known in their first year.

Unlike rabbits, hares are born with fur and with
their eyes open. Hares live a solitary existence and
shelter alone in a hollow depression known as a
form, whereas rabbits live together in burrows.

Hares have longer ears with black tips, and their
eyes have orange irises, whereas rabbits have
shorter ears, are smaller, and have brown
irises. Hares can breed all year round, but the main
season is February to September. Although it is
generally assumed that the so-called *‘boxing
hares’ are the males, fighting each other, it is
actually the case that larger females will box
interested males away until they are ready to mate.
Gestation being about 40-45 days, they can have
up to 4 litters a year .

The female, or jill or doe, makes a hollow (or form
or scrape) in a hidden place to give birth. The

young weigh about 100 grams. Once she has given
birth the jill leaves her young, returning once a
day to suckle, usually just after dusk. She does this
for about 28 days, or until she considers them
large enough to cope on their own.

Talking to neighbours we’ve discovered that some
have also recently seen hares in Lincombe Lane,
and even in their own gardens. This is less
surprising as the adults move around constantly,
except when it’s very cold or wet, when they take
shelter in their forms or hollows.

There are three species of hare in the UK. Brown
hares in England and Scotland, as well as
mountain hares in Scotland, which turn white in
winter. Irish hares are different again, with blonder
fur which can turn whiter or greyer in winter.

Our little ones were so well camouflaged they
would take us by surprise, and shoot past at great
speed. As adults they can run at up to 45 mph!

The triplets’ favourite game was
‘Chase around the pond’, running to
the top of the rockery and leaping off -
just like children.

Being a keen gardener | was concerned at first
about what they might eat. | had no need to worry
however as it is mainly grass. On the other hand,
they do love scabious, and will eat it to the
ground. The triplets were born in the dry spell last
summer when the grass was brown, but they
happily ate my Erigeron (daisies).  However,
anyone who knows my garden will tell you we
have plenty to spare.




It’s been a delight watching these youngsters play around the pond’, running to the top of the rockery
and grow. The triplets’ favourite game was ‘Chase and leaping off - just like children.

Sarah O’Kelly

BOARS HILL ASSOCIATION
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
7.00pm Wednesday 3 May 2023 at the Carmelite Priory, Youlbury
Apologies for Absence
Minutes of the AGM held 21 September 2022
Treasurers Report and Accounts

Chair Report

o M w bk

Election: Officers and Members of the Committee offer themselves for re-election and any other
nominations should be submitted in writing to the Hon Sec. at: Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road,
Oxford OX1 5ET. Nominations should be proposed, seconded and accompanied by a letter stating
the nominee’s willingness to serve, if elected. Nominations to be received by 31 March 2023.

6. Any other business: Please notify the Secretary before the meeting of any items to be raised.

There will be a speaker following the meeting.

Wine and refreshments will be served after the meeting. Donations of finger food gratefully appreciated.

Come Visit us at The Fox!

As we come out of winter and into
spring look out for our new menu
which reflects the changing season and
the seasonal produce available this
time of the year. March also sees the
return of our live music sessions on
Sunday evenings, the beginning of the
new Aunt Sally season and, with lots of
other events coming up, keep in touch
with us on our website:
www.foxinnoxford.co.uk, via social
media, or simply by popping in! Lots of
changes on the horizon, both with food
and drink but also with the rear terrace
being spruced up ready for summer.

If you haven't already, come down and
see usl!

Tommy & the Team
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WEST WADDY ARCHADIA

ARE YOU LOOKING TO CREATE YOUR DREAM HOME?

WWA has the knowledge and design experience to suit your lifestyle and taste,
whether you are looking to design a new home or extend and remodel your existing
property.

WWA is the trusted architectural and planning practice in Boars Hill and the
surrounding area, having designed various new homes as well as remodelling and
extending existing ones. This local knowledge is invaluable, and our planning team
has a strong working relationship with the Vale of White Horse planning department,
which assists our clients in navigating the planning system.

If you are facing high energy bills and want to make your home more energy efficient
by retrofitting an existing structure - whether renovating the fabric of the building,
remodelling, or extending — we can help with our Certified Passivhaus Designers.

Our talented team provides professional advice prior to beginning a project and
recommends the best solution for your property. We will create the home of your
dreams with bespoke property designs you will enjoy for years to come.

Please contact us for a free initial Planning and Passivhaus consultation.

Telephone nr: 0123 552 3139
Email: enquiries@wwa-studios.com

(in)[©@)(»)

@wwa_studios

wwa-studios.com

ARCHITECTURE | PLANNING | URBAN DESIGN




Retrofitting Our Homes to Reduce Energy Costs

As energy prices rise many people are looking at
ways to combat energy usage within their homes.
The key to reducing energy bills without a
complete change of lifestyle is retrofitting the
homes we live in to be more energy efficient. In
addition to cost savings, retrofitting reduces
carbon emissions and as a result, contributes to
reversing global warming.

The four main categories of retrofit solutions are
as follows: improved insulation & air tightness;
improved plant and equipment; improved controls
and renewable energy solutions.

For the majority of people, the main use of energy
in the home is for heating which for a large
detached property can cost upwards of £5,000 per
annum. Improved insulation and air tightness help
reduce this figure considerably. This can include
major projects such as applying an insulated
external wall system or alternatively small
interventions such as fitting draught excluders
around windows.

More energy efficient services can be fitted which
use less fuel to heat the home. Fitting a new boiler
typically saves £339 per year for a small dwelling
and much more for a large house, plus it has a big
impact to a home’s EPC rating. Certain mortgage
providers will provide lower rates for properties
with a Band A or B EPC rating, and therefore
retrofitting can assist financially above and
beyond just the energy saving itself.

Controlling when the heating is on and off is vital
to ensure energy is not wasted. Many homes still
have crude controls. The typical cost of fitting a
modern thermostat is less than £500 and can offer
a £100 per year saving, offering one of the shortest
payback periods of any retrofit solution.
Thermostatic radiator controls are also valuable
and relatively cheap yet it’s surprising how many
homes still don’t have them.

Another way to reduce rising bills is to generate
your own energy. There are many ways to do this,
the most popular being to fit PV panels on the roof
of your property. Payback periods have put people
off in the past but rising energy bills and reduced
capital costs have lowered payback periods
significantly in the last couple of years offering

greater value. There is also the opportunity to sell
what you don’t use back to the grid or even use
battery storage at home which again offers further
cost savings.

Is retrofitting worth it? Beyond the environmental
benefits, what many people need to consider is the
return on investment. Most of the UK housing
stock is rated EPC Band D. If an average home is
retrofitted to make it Band C it could save up to
£1,000 on energy bills for a year which is a
significant figure. Larger homes such as those on
Boars Hill will see far greater savings. Moving
from Band D to Band C costs an average of
£12,746. This makes the payback 12.7 years and
with the average household staying put for 18.7
years, the answer is yes.

There are some solutions which offer a quicker
return than others and the first step to retrofitting
is to understand where energy is lost in the
property. A thorough EPC assessment should be
undertaken and preferably an air test completed as
30% of heat loss is through gaps in the fabric and
draughts.

The next step is to obtain professional advice on
the most appropriate solutions for your property.
It’s important to consider changes impacting the
external appearance of the property as these may
require planning permission. At WWA we always
recommend obtaining planning advice prior to
embarking on a retrofit project of this nature.

A holistic approach is needed to retrofit. If you
would like a free consultation regarding your
home and ways to save energy please contact one
of our architects by telephone, 0123 552 3139 or
0208 941 5161.

Mark Slater, Design Director at WWA Studios
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BHA Diary Entries
March - May 2023

Coffee Mornings: Spring 2023

New members always very welcome - you can just turn up at the coffee
mornings, there is no need to phone the host.. If anyone would like
more information, knows of new members or would like to host a
Friday or Saturday coffee morning, please contact Susanna or Janet:
Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info

Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info

Boars Hill Garden Club events:
For additional information, please email boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com

March

Friday 3rd 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Isobel Burns, Oakline, The Ridgeway OX1 5EZ
Tel. 07764 479593

Tuesday 7th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 9th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. Gareth Winrow will talk about ‘Publicans and Builders - The Capels
of Cumnor and Boars Hill’. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4

Friday 10th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Marian Wilson, Woodacre, Lincombe Lane
OX15DY Tel. 01865 736111

Friday 10th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club Talk at the Sunningwell School of Art. “‘Spring flowers
in your home’, an inspiring floral demonstration by Ann Dawson. All welcome.

Monday 13th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn,
Jarn Way. A group paper craft demonstration/activity will be available - see photo.
Please let Louise know if you wish to attend. Tel. 07803 136373.

Friday 17th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Lisbet Malling Peterson,
Chilswell Edge, Chilswell Lane OX1 5BN Tel. 01865 735850

Friday 24th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Judith Walton,
Corner House, Foxcombe Lane OX1 5DH (limited parking) Tel. 01865 735179

Friday 31st 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Sue Davies, Haeremai,
Old Boars Hill OX15J) Tel. 01865 735841

April
Tuesday 4th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Saturday 22nd 1lam: Coffee Morning - All Welcome - kindly hosted by Kathy and Les Blazewicz,
Pantiles, Jarn Way OX15JG Tel. 01865 327454

Wednesday 26th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane. Please
let Sarah know if you wish to attend. Tel. 01865 736166.
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Wednesday 26th 8.15pm: Boars Hill Theatre
Club outing to Noel Coward's Hay Fever at The
Mill At Sonning, the only theatre dinner in the UK:
£92 pp including stalls ticket, two course supper
and coach fare. To reserve your place contact, by
1st March, Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or
Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info

Saturday 29th 1lam: Coffee Morning - All
Welcome - kindly hosted by Jean and Roger Davidson,
The Lodge and Stables, Old Boars Hill OX15J) Tel. 01865 327430

May

Tuesday 2nd 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink
and a chat.

Wednesday 3rd 7pm: Boars Hill Association ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at the Carmelite Priory

Friday 5th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane, Boars
Hill OX15DX Tel. 01865 736166

Friday 5th 7.30pm: Boars Hill Curry Club - Venue to be announced nearer the time. Contact Stuart
Packford for more details via bha@boarshill.info

Friday 12th 11am: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Alison Kirtland, Tommys Farm, Wootton Village
OX15JL (Park in the car park then walk up the lane by the playground) Tel. 01865 730560

Sunday 14th: Boars Hill National Garden Scheme Opening 2 - 5.30pm.

Friday 19th 1lam: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Louise Edwards supporting The British Heart
Foundation Charity, at Blackthorn, Jarn Way OX1 5JG Tel. 01865 327500

Tuesday 23rd 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Lynne Groom, 1 Lincombe Lodge, Fox Lane

OX1 5DN. It’s the second turning after Lincombe Lane on the left downhill towards the Fox Inn. Please
park next door uphill (first turning on the left after Lincombe Lane at Grace Dieu). Please let Lynne know
if you wish to attend. Tel. 01865 735948

Saturday 27th 11am: Coffee Morning - All Welcome - kindly hosted by Wendy Becker, Tanglewood, Jarn
Way Tel. 01865 735969

Advance Notice

Saturday 3rd June: Coffee Morning - All Welcome - kindly hosted by David Clarke and Jacqueline
Cook, Tall Trees, Jarn Way OX1 5JF

Saturday 10th June: Coffee Morning - All Welcome - kindly hosted by Sarah and Richard Williamson,
Birch Copse House, Youlbury, OX1 5HA

Saturday 10th June (afternoon, time tbc): BHGC Plant Sale and Afternoon Tea & Cakes.

Friday 16th June: Coffee Morning - kindly hosted by Kim Carver, Oakdene, Bedwells Heath OX1 5JE
Friday 23 June: Ladies’ Summer lunch kindly hosted by Birgit Berglund, Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells Heath
Friday 1st September: Boars Hill Curry Club - Details to follow
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Obituary: Rosie Allen, 1948-2022

| first met Rosie when she was 19 — a week or so
before her 20th birthday. Before then, she had
spent, at the age of 16, a year attending a High
School in the USA as part of a scholarship
programme. Her self-confidence, intelligence and
beauty meant that when we met, she had already
been proposed to three times! However, despite
our initial protestations that we were both
determined to enjoy university life independently,
ineluctably we got together following her fourth
proposal... this time from me.

Our early years together were largely spent
studying and, all the way through her life, learning
and education were cornerstone values for Rosie.
Following some somewhat rushed decisions in our
last year, Rosie was unexpectedly awarded a
Commonwealth Scholarship to study for a Masters
Degree in French at the Université de Montréal. |
quickly arranged to do my doctorate at McGill so
that we could still be together and so we settled in
Montréal for four amazing years. Her French had
always been strong as she had a number of French
relations from her father’s side so that, at the age
of 11, she was dispatched, for a fortnight, to a
rural village in the Vendée to learn French by
immersion.  As a result, she always had an
extremely good grounding in the language and a
wonderful accent - which of course proved to be
of no use whatsoever in Canada!

Her love of France, its people and culture, went
well beyond Montréal and lasted a lifetime.
Everything was better in France for Rosie: the
language, the food, the wine — even the feminist
literature which she read and absorbed as a
teenager and which underpinned her approach to
most of life’s issues (it is no accident that all her
family are also strongly feminist!). France was so
important to her that the annual, summer
pilgrimage of a fortnight in a French chateau
provided some of the happiest moments of her
life. It gave the whole family the precious
opportunity to live together for a while each year,
even after the young ones had left for adulthood
and sprogged kids of their own. Rosie took such
joy in inducting each child - and then grandchild -
in their turn to the marvels and dark arts of the
French way of life.

Whilst in Montreal, a visit from her undergraduate
Professor, then at AIll Souls, resulted in an
instruction that she should do her D.Phil at Oxford
and since then we have never quite managed to
leave.

We duly returned to England penniless, having
taken the scenic route back through Central and
South America, and got on with life as young
academics. We rented and then bought a nice flat
in North Oxford, our precious Aemelia arrived,
interrupting Rosie’s research, and a casual reading
of the Oxford Gazette in the MCR resulted in a
cycle ride to Boars Hill and the purchase of
Cherry Tree Cottage. This was our first ‘proper
house’ although, as Rosie’s mother remarked it
was so small that we would quickly outgrow it.
As if to prove her point, Sebastian arrived on the
scene, winning by a month the race between his
birth and the completion of the new kitchen.

As a relatively new resident, it did not take long
for Rosie to get involved in the local community
-another great driving force in her life. So it was
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that | returned home from a business trip in the
Far East to discover that she had been persuaded
to stand for election to the District Council. There
was, she was told, no chance of being elected
given that the politically experienced incumbent
had been in office for many years. She
characteristically accepted the challenge as an
intellectual exercise to examine politics from a
practical rather than academic viewpoint: she
won the election with a good majority.

There then began a twelve-year period in which
Rosie was a District Councillor and, for much of
it, a County Councillor as well. She rapidly
reached the conclusion that Boars Hill in
particular and the Green Belt in general were
strongly in need of protection and that this could
only be achieved by affirmative action.  She
became Chairman of the Planning Committee and
almost single-handedly wrote the 1997 Local
Development Plan which incorporated razor sharp
Green Belt protection measures, now sadly much
reduced by successive governments.

During this time, her political reputation was
growing. Central Office was nagging her to get on
the candidates list to stand as an MP and then she
was offered a job which would have provided a
pretty secure route to becoming a Euro MP in a
safe seat. Our youngest was then seven and the job
offer caused much debate. Rosie decided that the
disruption to the family would be too great and, in
any case, she wanted more children. A year later,
the Dblessing that she wished for, Hermione,
arrived followed in due course, and in equal
magnificence, by Beatrice.

Once Rosie had set her mind to do something, she
invariably did it well. Nowhere was this clearer
than the way she managed the family. Her
maternal instincts brought her the greatest of all

joys. She had an uncanny knack of turning a house
into a home and a home into anything ranging
from a command centre for conducting complex,
often large-scale operations to a party venue or,
more usually, a nest to provide comfort,
relaxation, education and love. By leading,
coaching, supporting, cajoling, nagging and
demanding only the highest of standards she
brought up four truly great children. The fact that
she enabled all four of them to get into good
Oxford colleges was a parenting achievement that
brought her huge satisfaction, not just for their
own intellectual development but also because it
meant they were not far from home for a little
while longer!

Socially, Rosie was in her element. An
independent woman, fond of her own company
and with enormous inner resources, she
nonetheless enjoyed people. Her genuine interest
in others meant that she formed easy-going
relationships very quickly and she valued these
immensely. Real friends, by contrast, became
embedded into her personality becoming part of
her sense of self and lasting forever.

Having decided that a political career was no
longer on the cards, she gradually eased out of her
Councillor roles but she continued to care about
Boars Hill and was a member of the local OPT
branch until its demise, a founder member of the
Friends of Boars Hill and was a stalwart member
of the BHA committee for over 20 years. In 2010,
she was diagnosed with bronchiectasis which
proved to be the cause of her death.

She was buried, after a small family service, in St
Leonards Church, Sunningwell on the 19th
January 2023 and her life was celebrated at a
widely attended wake in the Fox two days later.

Ray Allen

Very sadly, the BHA has also been informed of the recent deaths of Marie Simon of Monkton House and
Warwick Clarke of Thorns. Obituaries to follow in the next newsletter.




At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887
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Justin White (1946-2022)

A devoted husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather, Justin sadly passed away unexpectedly on the
9th December 2022.

His passing was a sombre moment in Boars Hill. The respect and admiration Justin inspired in so many
were evidenced in the large attendance at his funeral at Wesley Memorial Church, Oxford.

Justin and Ros lived happily in Cedar House on Boars Hill for 28 years of their 56 year marriage. In the
Eulogy, their daughter, Louise, paid tribute to her hard-working father. He built up a successful business
single-handedly.

Cedar House was a vibrant, buzzing and welcoming home. | was fortunate to be Justin's singles tennis
partner for 25 years. Having had two hip replacements did not hinder or dampen his enthusiasm for tennis.
He also enjoyed belonging to Oxford Gun Club where he took part in clay pigeon shooting, and he loved
playing squash with their son Dominic on a regular basis.

Ros and Justin were very keen walkers and it was fitting that Charlie, their black Labrador, attended his
service.

Justin was one of life’s optimists - he was always cheerful and welcoming. The family had just moved to
Woodstock where they worshipped at the Methodist Church and were looking forward to a new chapter
and new adventures in their lives. He will be sorely missed.

Kathy Blazewicz

Jumble Sales Extra
raising funds for victims of the recent
earthquakes

Scarification Top-Dressing Our last sale in January raised a wonderful £879 for

Hollow Tining Removal Weeds the Lung Unit at the Churchill Hospital. Thank you

I(_)awn Aer;t'on 2"0:5 antrfls _ so much for your donations which enable us to send

ver seeding rotessional Semvice 1 such large amounts to charities.
We have all been so stunned by the earthquakes in
Turkey and Syria that our next Jumble Sales Extra in
April will be raising funds to send to their aid.
Hopefully you will all agree this is a very
worthwhile cause.
Saturday 22nd April
Cumnor Village Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Entrance 50p. Items for sale can be left at the Hall
on either Friday 21st April between 3pm - 6pm or on
NO CONTRACT Saturday between 9am - 12 noon.
Contact Steve
Contributions will always be very welcome.
01865 331501/07894 983801
Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com
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Oxford Preservation Trust

OPT Green Spaces in Boars Hill

As we emerge from the 10 darkest weeks of
winter, what better place to enjoy the first signs of
new growth than the Green Spaces at Boars Hill?
All our Green Spaces in Boars Hill are accessible
and open to the public by permissive footpaths.

OPT has a new temporary Green Spaces Officer,
Hannah, as Charlie is now on maternity leave.
Hannah lives near Boars Hill and has enjoyed
exploring the area for over 10 years. She is
looking forward to being part of the team
responsible for looking after it.

OPT Green Spaces volunteering news

The OPT project ‘Rejuvenating Boars Hill’s
Woodlands’ funded by TOE (Trust for
Oxfordshire’s Environment) since 2019 is drawing
to a close. The works have been carried out by
contractors and volunteers who have transformed
the three areas of Abraham Wood, Matthew
Arnold field and reserve and Jarn Heath. Walking
around these spaces you may spot the new bird
and bat boxes and see where coppiced hazels and
scrub clearance have made way for early spring
flowers, heathland species and more diverse
woodland structures.

There are some final works to complete as part of
the project and we will then carry out after-care of
the three areas as part of the management of our
Boars Hill Green Spaces.

We welcome you to get involved with future
volunteering opportunities at Boars Hill which
include tasks ranging from clearance and pruning
to filling bird feeders and collecting bluebell
seeds. Please consider helping and join us for a
morning of exercise, good conversation and tea.

To join in contact Hannah or call our office on
01865 242918.

In other news

Fencing work at the Old Berkeley Golf Course is
planned for this year so expect to see some
activity in this area. We’d like to remind you that
this space is grazed with sheep periodically and
we thank you for continuing to follow the
guidance of keeping your dogs on their leads in
these fields, to keep you, your animals and the
livestock safe.

As a charity, our crucial work would not be
possible without the support of our members,
donors and volunteers. Thank you to all of you
who are OPT members and donors for your
continued support which means a great deal.
Becoming a member or joining our Green Space
\olunteers is easy — you can do so online on our
website oxfordpreservation.org.uk or by calling
our office on 01865 242918.

Hannah Brockwell
Green Spaces Officer
h.brockwell @oxfordpreservation.org.uk

OPT Green Spaces: Old Berkeley Golf Course;
Abraham Wood; Chilswell Fields; Signal Elm
Field; Jarn Heath, Mound, Field and Wild Garden;
Elizabeth Daryush Memorial Garden; Tommy’s
triangle; Bus Stop Corner; Matthew Arnold Field
& Reserve; and Lincombe Lane Field & Reserve.

If any of these are new to you, please visit our
website for more information.

BHA Newsletter Archives

I have recently received copies of the remaining missing editions of the BHA Newsletter and for this | am
indebted to our former long-serving chairman, John Simms. Our archive now contains a complete run of
all Newsletters from 1974 which are stored in damp and insect-proof boxes. A small selection of these have
now been scanned and posted on our website (boarshill.info/archives) together with some explanatory
notes, and more past editions will be scanned and posted online as time permits. If there is a particular
edition you would like to see, please email bha@boarshill.info and we will endeavour to have it scanned
and added to the archives page.

Colin Weyer - Treasurer, BHA
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Cooks' Corner

Tarta De Santiago

There are quite a few slightly different recipes, but
the one | use now is one | made once accidentally
as | didn’t have all the correct ingredients. Most
recipes call for Marcona almonds which are far
superior to the Californian ones we can usually
buy here. | also grind them myself as | think it
gives a better flavour. | accidentally bought
toasted Marcona almonds from Marks and
Spencer but now | always use them. Also | didn’t
have any lemons, which are usually used, so I used
grated orange rind instead. The cake also has the
advantage of being gluten free.

Ingredients

250g Marcona almonds, ground

6 large eggs

2509 caster sugar

Grated rind of an orange or 2 lemons
A few drops of almond essence

Icing sugar to dust

Method

Separate the yolks and whites, being careful not to
get any yolk into the whites. | always crack each
white into a separate bowl first to ensure it stays
yolk-free.

Beat egg yolks with the sugar until the mixture is
pale and fluffy.

Beat in rind and essence.
Beat in almonds.

Beat egg whites separately until they form soft
peaks.

Fold a tablespoonful into the mixture to loosen it,
then gently fold in the rest of the whites.

Bake for 40 minutes or so until a wooden skewer
comes out clean.

Cool in the tin.

When ready to serve, dust with icing sugar.

7

If you like, you can find a picture of a St James
cross on the internet and, using greaseproof paper,
trace it and then cut it out and place the cross on
the cake before dusting.

Lynne Groom




BHA Christmas Party
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BHA Christmas Party

The BHA Christmas party was held on December
16th generously hosted by Wendy Becker and
David Benello at their home, Tanglewood. The
house was beautifully decorated with Christmas
tree and lights in place, giving a truly magical
appearance. The bubbly was in plentiful supply as
were the handmade Christmas pudding truffles
which went down a treat.

Some seasonal musical entertainment was
provided by an accomplished lutenist who played
throughout the evening, much to everyone’s
delight, helping to create a relaxing atmosphere
for the guests.

It was also particularly enjoyable to have a chance
to meet so many new faces. Some guests had
only recently moved to the Hill and there were
also longer-term residents who had not attended
any BHA events before.

All in all, it was a very enjoyable occasion and
thanks are due to those who made sure everything
ran smoothly, and in particular to Kate
O’Donovan, who orchestrated the whole event.

Pat Gove
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Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes

Committee Meeting
Held at Yew Cottage, Old Boars Hill
Tuesday 31st January 2023

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Colin Weyer
(Treasurer), Pat Gove, Kathy Blazewicz, Nicola
Park (Newsletter Editor), Michael Edwards.
Louise Jacobs took part via WhatsApp and Ann
Loescher arrived late due to another commitment.
Apologies: Nigel Jones (Secretary)

1. Minutes of the previous meeting
Already published.
2. Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer went over accounts for the year
ending 2022 and reported that following
previous years of deficits, accounts are now in a
healthy state. There was a surplus of £1241 in
2022 following a surplus of £1810 in 2021.
3. Chair’s Report
3.1. Christmas party de-brief
There were 94 attendees and because the
drinks room became overcrowded, it was
suggested that next time drinks might be
served in the kitchen. Ann Loescher provided
a list of ways in which she felt the running of
future parties could be improved. Colin Weyer
circulated a list of those who are not BHA
subscribers but who still come to BHA events.
He suggested ways in which we could
encourage these people to subscribe.
3.2. BHA WhatsApp group
The BHA set up a WhatsApp group called the
BHA Watch to try to improve security on the
Hill. Simon Gregg volunteered to be
administrator. Over 110 joined the group
within the first couple of weeks. The
Chairman will write an article for the
newsletter about this matter.
3.3. Obituaries
Several residents of Boars Hill have recently
died, including Philip Stewart, Rosie Allen
and Justin White. Two others were added at
the meeting — Marie Simon of Monkton
House and Warwick Clarke of Thorns.
The writing of obituaries was discussed for
inclusion in the newsletter including the
possibility of limiting their length.

4. AGM 2023
The date proposed was Wednesday 26th April
and it is hoped to hold it at the Carmelite Priory
as last year. The Fox was suggested but was felt
to be too small, but could be considered in the
future. The Secretary will be asked to find a
speaker. The Chairman hoped more people
would help to set up the meeting room as she
did it more or less single handed last year. We
will ask people to bring finger food but reserve
snacks will be bought and opened if needed.

5. Speakers and Venues for Winter talks
Nigel Jones would be approached for ideas.

6. Traffic calming measures
Colin Weyer told us about a scheme called
‘Community Speedwatch’ which involved the
use of speed guns to encourage cars to slow
down. He would find out more information
including whether Thames Valley Police
subscribed to this scheme.

7. Thames Valley police grant
A sum of grant money has been made available
by Thames Valley Police for communities to
apply for, to aid in the fight against crime. The
Chairman proposed that residents should be
consulted regarding the installation of CCTV.

8. Newsletter Spring 2023
Louise Jacobs gave a summary of the current
and forthcoming advertising. The editor asked
for copy for the newsletter as soon as possible
as she will be away for most of February.

9. Foxcombe Hall Update
Nothing new to report.

10.A0B
Colin Weyer and Michael Edwards will try to
improve the Zoom connection before the next
meeting, in case required again. Ray Allen
contacted the committee saying that he would
like to see a bench placed in memory of Rosie
somewhere on the Old Golf Course. It was
thought that this was a matter for the OPT who
were receiving donations in memory of Rosie.

11.Date of next meeting
To be confirmed.

Pat Gove




The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household per annum, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Summer Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info. The deadline
for copy is 10th May 2023. Articles should be between 200-700 words, depending on subject, and it is
therefore important to contact the editor in advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high
resolution as possible. Articles may be edited for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: BHA Party photos by Colin Weyer; cover photo, Getty Images. All other photos by contributors
of individual articles.

Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher (via
bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue - 10th May 2023

BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2023 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

23



mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
http://www.boarshill.info

Operating since 1992

Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive
Tree and Woodland management service
throughout Oxfordshire and has been doing

so for nearly two decades, and we've developed
an excellent reputation.

We are committed to providing a professional
service to care for and restore your trees.
Visit our website or give us a call.

www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

Respect for nature and our environment

Blagrove Lodge , Fox Lane,
Wootton, Nr Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX13 6DE

01865 735235

info@ringrosetrees.co.uk

Public Liability Insurance:£10,000,000.00
All work to B.S 3998 (2010)
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