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Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.
Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.
Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.
Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490
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The Chairman’s Column

March and April were relatively quiet, socially
speaking, apart from the regular diary events such
as Coffee mornings, Craft sessions, Garden Club
etc during March in April. Not to diminish their
importance for Boars Hill — they are an important
part of the backbone of our community. But most
of the excitement over the last few months took
place during the month of May. No, I’'m not
talking about our AGM (although this was a most
enjoyable evening): | am referring to the activities
marking the King’s Coronation.

The long weekend was kicked off with a relaxed
coffee morning hosted by Sarah and Paul O’Kelly
and, unusually for a Friday coffee morning, it was
open to gentlemen as well as ladies. | say relaxed
because, for those of us who had just spent the
previous week including two long days erecting 4
marquees and setting up a refreshments tent for
the main event on Saturday, it was a chance to
decompress for an hour or two.

Nothing could dampen our spirits on Saturday
afternoon, although the weather made a good
attempt to try. But, having watched the
Coronation ceremony in the morning followed by
a lunch with friends featuring the Coronation
dish, (Quiche La Reine?), | felt inspired and
invigorated at our Coronation Tea party and it
seems that our 120 or so guests were also in a
celebratory mood. My gratitude and thanks to
Jane and Nigel Jones for hosting the BHA
Coronation Party in their beautiful garden at
Whitsun Meadows and to all the many, many
people who pitched in to make the day one to
remember. Particular thanks go to Stuart and Ann
Packford who pitched in, in more ways than one,
when they kindly lent and helped to pitch up an
additional two marquees supplementing our own
two, with assistance from Peter Groom and Les
Blazewicz.

As it was an historic day, | thought that rather
than charging an entrance fee which we normally
do we would ask people to bring a home made
cake as a contribution. We then served a couple of
hundred cups of tea and coffee and people helped

themselves to as much cake as they could eat.
After thanking the hosts and all the “BHA Team”
who helped out, we toasted “The King” with a
glass (or two) of champagne. Then, to finish,
cakes that had not been cut were sold off to help
defray the cost of the champagne and we received
donations amounting £215 for The Princes Trust.
Altogether this was a wonderful afternoon which |
shall never forget made more memorable by the
undeterred guests sporting raincoats and
umbrellas galore.

As | mentioned above, we also held the AGM in
May and once again it was well attended.
Unfortunately, our speaker had to pull out at the
last minute because of a bereavement. Whilst this
was disappointing, it simply meant that after the
formal business part of the evening, the
opportunity to catch up with friends with a glass
of wine came upon us earlier than planned. I
would like to thank everyone who brought a
delicious selection of finger food which we all
enjoyed with our wine and conversation. But the
biggest thanks go to the Prior, Fr Alex for
allowing us once again to host the AGM in their
welcoming facilities. | would also like to thank Fr
Yamai for helping to set up the meeting room and
Fr Hughes for joining us in the evening.

Looking forward, you will see from the Diary that
the summer is rather busy and, since we held the
Coronation Tea Party in May, we have decided to
delay the BHA Summer Drinks Party until the end
of the summer. | look forward to seeing many of
you at this event, when | hope we shall be
enjoying the start of an “Indian Summer”!

Kate O’Donovan — Chair, BHA
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Editorial

There is now for the first time an extraordinary exhibition at the Ashmolean based upon the
excavations of Sir Arthur Evans at Knossos, and upon the legend of the labyrinth and its Minotaur. It
therefore seems appropriate in this issue to focus on Evans, a very long-term resident of Boars Hill
despite regular trips to Crete and the excavations at Knossos for which he became so famous. He
bought 60 acres of land at Youlbury in 1893/4 and lived there intermittently until his death in 1941.
Do visit the exhibition if you possibly can; it is the first time many of the exhibits have been shown
outside Crete, something that is unlikely to happen again for many years. To give a flavour of the
exhibition, the reconstructed Toreador Fresco is depicted below.

The weekend of 6th and 7th May, described more fully by Kate on the previous page, was of course
devoted to the King’s Coronation, and parties broke out in several places on the hill. On the
Saturday the BHA hosted its magnificent Coronation Tea Party, whilst on Sunday the residents of
Lincombe Lane, joining Coronation Lunch parties throughout the country, gathered with their
picnics in the spacious gardens of Sarah and Paul O’Kelly. (Sarah had set one area of the garden
‘out of bounds’, in the hope that the breeding hares of last year might be visiting again.) Photos of
both events appear on pages 16-19.

Dragons and damsels are invading our gardens! In gardens with ponds especially you are likely,
during the next couple of months, to see the glorious dragonflies and damselflies eloquently
described by Christian Hatton in Nature Notes, and beautifully illustrated by the photos of James
Wainscoat. We are lucky to have them as contributors, to keep us up-to-date with seasonal notes on
the special visitors to our gardens. As Christian points out, these brilliantly coloured insects are very
easy to spot, so perhaps this is something especially to enjoy with children and grandchildren.

We have included in this newsletter an obituary for Warwick Clarke, from Thorns, who died in early
January. We did not have space for this in our last issue, but are delighted this time to include two
tributes and a splendid photo of Warwick with his magnificent dogs.

Once again, | must thank all our contributors for their suggestions and articles, and especially Lynne
Groom for coming up with further delicious surprises in our Cooks’ Corner. | would be grateful for
suggestions for future Focus articles, if you know of any particularly interesting former residents of
the hill, and especially if you would like to write about them.

Nicola




Focus: Sir Arthur Evans

Margaret and Arthur Evans, 22 June 1888

Many readers will of course already know a great
deal about Sir Arthur Evans, but with a major
exhibition on Knossos at the Ashmolean in full
swing, this seems an appropriate time to re-visit
the story of a man who lived — intermittently — for
nearly 50 years on Boars Hill.

LABYRINTH — Knossos, Myth and Reality, runs
until 30th July, the product of some remarkable
cooperation between archaeological and academic
institutions in Greece and the Ashmolean. Evans
played a leading role in the excavations at
Knossos and the fabulous artefacts he uncovered
now reside mostly in the Archaeological Museum
in Heraklion, but substantially also in the
Ashmolean. A wealthy man, he personally bought
and collected widely for the museum throughout
his life and it is certainly due to him that the
Ashmolean holds the largest collection of Minoan
antiquities outside Greece.

Evans had been brought up by a rich, scholarly
and distinguished father, one-time President of the
Society of Antiquaries, who collected antiquities
himself and encouraged Arthur to collect in
similar fields. After much travel and some
collecting as both journalist and amateur
archaeologist in Europe with his devoted wife,
Margaret Freeman, and several adventures which
saw him upset the local authorities and land in
prison, the couple returned to Oxford to settle in
Holywell Street, before purchasing 60 acres of
land on Boars Hill in 1893.

Evans became Keeper of the Ashmolean in 1884,
and spent the first ten years bringing order to its
chaotic collections and overseeing its move to
Beaumont Street. He also continued to travel,
despite a troubled European political climate,
visiting Schliemann in Athens, and returning in
1893, initially to buy antiquities for the
Ashmolean. He collected seal stones, and became
particularly interested in those which bore what
looked like a prehistoric script. There was much
academic debate on the subject at the time, and
when he discovered that some at least came
originally from Crete, he decided to visit. It was to
be an historic decision. Evans travelled around
Crete buying antiquities in every village he
visited, and thus acquired the first objects from
Knossos for the Ashmolean collection.

While searching for his writing system, Evans
met, amongst several local scholars, Minos
Kalokairinos, who in 1878 had been the first to
uncover the Bronze Age walls and pottery sherds
on the hill of Kephala, at Knossos. Kalokairinos
donated objects from his finds to museums
abroad, wishing to obtain recognition of the
importance of the site. However, he was prevented
from continuing his excavations in the 1880s
because Crete remained under Ottoman rule until
1898, and it was feared that any major finds would
be shipped off to Constantinople.

In 1894, however, Evans was allowed to purchase
a share in a family property where Kalokairinos
had begun to excavate; this meant that when, in
1898, the last of the Turkish troops withdrew, and
archaeologists contended for the right to excavate,
Evans had the monopoly. As a Cretan landowner,




he was allowed to buy up the remainder of the
area. A Cretan Exploration Fund was set up, with
Prince George of Greece as Patron, and with his
own money and by raising subscriptions Evans
was able to purchase the entire site.

The excavations quickly returned spectacular
successes and Evans was convinced that he had
found the palace of King Minos, a compelling
figure of myth and legend. The frescoes and
numerous fabulous artefacts he uncovered have
been dated to the 15th and 16th centuries BCE,
although older palaces on the site had existed. The
site’s architectural complexities suggested to
Evans that he had found the site of the fabled
labyrinth, home of the Minotaur. Fresco fragments
depicting people leaping over bulls provided some
of what he interpreted as convincing evidence.

The ‘reconstructions’ Evans carried out at Knossos
are widely known and | will not relate them here.
The exhibition at the Ashmolean develops their
story in tantalising detail. They tallied with his
own visions of Minos and Knossos, speculations
challenged by succeeding generations of
archaeologists, but the Knossos he established is
now considered a valid part of its history and it is
impossible to visit the site today without
acknowledging his immense contribution.

Back in Youlbury, Evans first erected a small log
cabin while the large house was building, but
Margaret died in 1894 before the house was
finished. Despite frequent and lengthy trips to the
Villa Ariadne, his own house in Knossos, Evans
returned regularly to Youlbury, where a very large
house was eventually completed, with several later
extensions, but after his death in 1941 entirely
demolished. He left Crete for the last time in 1931.

Evans wrote and published profusely, including
his four volume magnum opus, The Palace of
Minos at Knossos. He left his mark on Boars Hill,
donating land to the Boy Scouts and building Jarn
Mound, which together with its surrounding Wild
Garden is now maintained by the OPT.

Postscript:

The Villa Ariadne was commandeered by the
leaders of the German occupation of Crete in May
1941. Famously, it has featured in story and film
(I Met By Moonlight, starring Dirk Bogarde) as
the real house from which, in April 1944, General
Kreipe was captured by a Greek/British team led
by Patrick Leigh Fermor.

Evans would have loved it.

Nicola Park

The ruins of the palace at Knossos, controversially reconstructed by Evans




Nature Notes: Dragons and Damsels

Quite why dragonflies and damselflies are so
called is not clear, though many folkloric theories
have been propounded. What is certain is that they
are among the oldest of insects in evolutionary
terms, pre-dating the dinosaurs, with fossil records
suggesting extraordinary wingspans in excess of
two feet. Their modern cousins remain among the
most impressive of insects, though more for their
jewel-like beauty than their intimidating size! May
and June see these most glamorous insects emerge
and, although they require fresh water to complete
their life cycle, many are widespread and common
visitors to gardens in our area.

To the casual observer, dragons and damsels may
be difficult to differentiate; however, a couple of
simple markers may help.  The dragonfly is
typically larger and bulkier, and will hold its
wings horizontally at rest, with the hindwing being
appreciably broader than the forewing. In close-
up, you may see that its two huge compound eyes
abut each other. With powerful flight, the
dragonflies can range some distance from water.
The damselfly, by contrast, is a more delicate
creature, with a slender body, and typically holds
its wings upright at rest. It does not stray far from
the water’s edge. In close-up, you may note that
its eyes are distinctly separated.

Both, however, manifest some of the most
gorgeous saturated and metallic colouration in
natural world.

Starting with the damselflies: the Beautiful
Demoiselle (Calopteryx virgo) has a nhame which
promises much, and an appearance which does not
fail to deliver. The female, shown here, is a
glistening emerald green with brownish wings,
while the male has
darker wings. This
species is mostly
present in southern and
western parts of the UK,
and may be seen at the
pond by Jarn Way from
May to September.
Each damsel has a
limited flight time,
surviving for perhaps a
couple of weeks at best.

At the other end of the colour spectrum is the
equally lovely Large Red Damselfly (Pyrrhosoma
nymphula). This is our commonest red damselfly,
and is widespread throughout the UK. A series of
bold horizontal black stripes across the reddish
abdomen marks out the females, while the males
are a brighter, more uniform red. It will be present
in a wide range of wetland habitats including
small ponds, flying from April to September.

Male Large Red Damselfly

Their bright colours make the damselflies easy to
spot, and their predilection for slow moving water
easy to observe at close quarters. The Azure-
Winged Damselflies (Coenagrion puella) are
common enough locally for it to be easy to
observe the female laying her eggs. While she
does so, the bright blue male holds her firmly by
the neck, not only to deter interloping males from
mating with her, but also to rescue her from any
passing predators during this delicate process of
ovipositing. (Does the exquisite blue of the male
azure-winged damselfly make it a candidate for
Rossetti’s “blue thread loos’d from the sky”?)

Azure-Winged Damselflies:
ovipositing female (green) and male (blue)




The so-called ‘copulation wheel’ is also
commonly observed, and both damsel and
dragonflies can even fly in this formation.

Large Red Damselflies
in the (vaguely heart-shaped) copulation wheel

The chunkier dragonflies are more long-lived and
have a more powerful flight, venturing some
distance beyond ponds to visit local gardens. Two
commoner types are the hawkers and the chasers,
names which describe their usual flight patterns.

The Hairy Dragonfly (Brachytron pratense) is
typically the first hawker to be seen each year,
moving with short, powerful spells of flight and
sometimes aggressive encounters with rivals. It is
found mostly in the south and east of the UK, with
a range which appears to be expanding.

Male Hairy Hawker Dragonfly
showing the downy thorax which gives it its name
(photo taken locally at Farmoor Reservoir)

The common chasers include the Four-Spot
Chaser (Libellula quadrimaculata), a chunky
dragonfly which compensates for its thumb-sized
scale with a rather belligerent personality. It will
on occasion form vast swarms, and also has a
remarkable cyclical migration, the prompt for
which remains incompletely understood.

Four-Spot Chaser (photo taken in Jarn Way)

The Common Darter (Sympetrum striolatum) is
another striking example of the ‘chaser’
dragonflies, frequently seen perched by still water,
with a long flight period from April sometimes
until late autumn.

Common Darter, with a close-up to show the large
compound eyes in close apposition

Changing the focus allows us to bring in further
links in the food chain: where there are dragonflies
and damselflies, there will be insectivorous birds
looking for a snack, and damselflies make a good
meal for whitethroats and other warblers. The
juicier dragonflies are the favoured prey of the
hobby (Falco subbuteo). Watch them while you
can — these elegant and vibrant insects will be
visiting your garden all summer long.

Christian Hatton
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WEST WADDY ARCHADIA

ARE YOU LOOKING TO CREATE YOUR DREAM HOME?

WWA has the knowledge and design experience to suit your lifestyle and taste,
whether you are looking to design a new home or extend and remodel your existing
property.

WWA is the trusted architectural and planning practice in Boars Hill and the
surrounding area, having designed various new homes as well as remodelling and
extending existing ones. This local knowledge is invaluable, and our planning team
has a strong working relationship with the Vale of White Horse planning department,
which assists our clients in navigating the planning system.

If you are facing high energy bills and want to make your home more energy efficient
by retrofitting an existing structure - whether renovating the fabric of the building,
remodelling, or extending — we can help with our Certified Passivhaus Designers.

Our talented team provides professional advice prior to beginning a project and
recommends the best solution for your property. We will create the home of your
dreams with bespoke property designs you will enjoy for years to come.

Please contact us for a free initial Planning and Passivhaus consultation.

Telephone nr: 0123 552 3139
Email: enquiries@wwa-studios.com

(in)[©@)(»)

@wwa_studios

wwa-studios.com

ARCHITECTURE | PLANNING | URBAN DESIGN




BHA Updates

Botley West Solar Farm

If you attended the AGM last month you may remember that we drew your attention to plans to build the
proposed Botley West Solar farm. It will be 3400 acres making it one of the biggest in Europe. Whilst
many agree that the UK needs to become energy self-sufficient and that a blend of sustainable, renewable
sources is the way forward, we should be alert to setting a precedent which would encourage solar farms to
be situated in visually sensitive green belt zones.

Some have expressed concern that whilst this proposed solar farm is not on our doorstep it is nonetheless
‘next door’ and could open the way for development in and around Boars Hill, such as in the fields south
of The Fox and Blagrove Cottage. More than slightly concerning is that the proposal does not need to go
through the usual planning application process where there would be an opportunity for public
consultation.

If you would like more information about the issues involved, please go to stopbotleywest.com or, to hear
from the developers, botleywest.co.uk

If you are interested in learning more please visit the Council for the Preservation Of Rural England on
their page Solar energy and the countryside

Kate O’Donovan — Chair, BHA

BHA Chat and BHA Watch

As you may remember, over the winter we set up two WhatsApp Groups - firstly BHA Watch for
community live security surveillance and then the BHA Chat for general conversation and information
relating to matters of interest for the BH community. | am delighted to see that they are both quite active. |
would like to remind people that the Watch is only for alerting the members to suspicious activity as it is
happening. The Chat should be used for all other matters, such as lost property, road blocks, missing pets,
lambing on the Old Golf Course, trade recommendations and so forth. We have over 120 members on the
Watch and nearly 50 members on the Chat. If you would like to join either or both of these groups please
email bha@boarshill.info

Kate O’Donovan — Chair, BHA

Pedestrian Safety on Boars Hill

Please will residents who have frontage adjacent to the paved sidewalk along Foxcombe Road / Fox Lane
ensure that their overgrown hedges are properly cut back so as to allow safe passage for pedestrians; this
applies to all, but especially perhaps to dog walkers and those with children who are most at risk from
passing traffic along the main road.

Colin Weyer — Treasurer, BHA
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YOUR NEW LOCAL VILLAGE FARM SHOP!

OPENING SOON...

Church Farm is really excited to announce that we will
soon be opening Church Farm Barn (opposite the Flowing
Well) into a local village farm shop. TLA Fitness studio has
been operating here for over 10 years and will continue to
do so in half of the building, with the other half being
thoughtfully converted into a small local farm shop and
cafe.

Having established Church Farm back in 2017, our main aim
has always been to be sustainable and to make our
products available to local customers. 'The Barn' will now
provide an outlet for sales of our locally reared venison
(and dog treats!) as well as collaborating with other local
producers to bring you some of the best and freshest local
produce. It will also be a welcoming space to grab a tea or
coffee and cake!

WE ARE HIRING

We are actively seeking a local individual to join our team
and contribute to the successful operation of our farm
shop. The shop will be open primarily on Fridays and
Saturdays from 9 am to 5 pm. If you are enthusiastic and
would like to explore this opportunity further, we would be
delighted to hear from you. Please feel free to get in touch
with us for more information.

&
ZZ/W CHURCHFARMOXFORD.COM
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Coronation Weekend at the Oxford Beaumont

Excitement was in the air at Oxford Beaumont Care
Community on Boars Hill over the coronation weekend
as residents, staff and loved ones were joined by the
Mayor of Abingdon and his wife, Sally, for bun
throwing off the Beaumont’s balcony!

Staff and residents put their heads together and came up
with a plan of how they would like to celebrate the
King's Coronation. After deciding it would be too
challenging to take a mini bus trip to Abingdon town
centre for the traditional bun throwing off the town's
museum roof, and with arrangements in place with the
Mayor, they decided to bring the bun throwing to the
Beaumont!

The afternoon was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone and
the residents, visitors and staff came together to catch
the buns in the garden and of course eat them along with
scones and sandwiches during afternoon tea. The Mayor
and his wife joined us all for the tea party and presented
a talk on the history of Abingdon's famous tradition.

Alice Dingwall
Oxford Beaumont Care Community

BOARS HILL THEATRE CLUB

The BHTC invite you to join us for the following outings:

OXFORD PIANO FESTIVAL
Thursday 3rd August 2023, 8pm
The Sheldonian Theatre, Broad Street, Oxford

The Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra perform Grieg’s Piano Concerto in A Minor, Op16 and
Sibelius Symphony No5 in E Flat Major, Op 82 with Ukrainian pianist Anna Fedorova.

Cost: £34.20 per person for a Lower Gallery seat, Closing date: 234 June 2023

BBC PROMS — Prom 42
Wednesday 16t August 2023, 7.30pm, Royal Albert Hall
London SW7 2A
Enjoy one of the world’s most exciting young pianists, Seong-Jin Cho perform an exciting
programme including Chopin Piano Concerto nol; Elgar In The South; Richard Strauss Au Italien

Optional Supper: Verdi restaurant at additional cost

Depart: Foxcombe Hall at 15:15; return, 23:20 hrs.

Cost: £70 per person includes stalls ticket; return coach fare; car parking and driver’s gratuity
Closing date: 1st June 2023

To reserve your place, contact Rosemary Maund via bha@boarshill.info
Or Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401
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BHA Diary Entries
June — August 2023

Coffee Mornings: Summer 2023

New members always very welcome — you can just turn up at the coffee
mornings, there is no need to phone the host.. If anyone would like
more information, knows of new members or would like to host a
Friday or Saturday coffee morning, please contact Susanna or Janet:
Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info

Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info

Boars Hill Garden Club events:
For additional information, please email boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com

June

Saturday 3rd 11am: Coffee Morning — ALL WELCOME - kindly hosted by David Clarke and Jacqueline
Cook , Tall Trees, Jarn Way OX1 5JF Tel. 01865 735649

Tuesday 6th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Antoinette Mackworth, Blagrove Cottage, Fox Lane
Tel. 01865 735543. Please let Antoinette know if you wish to attend.

Tuesday 6th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 8th afternoon (time tbc): BHGC visit to Pettifers, Wardington, Banbury, the famous
Oxfordshire garden created by Gina Price. For more information please contact the BHGC at
boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com. All welcome.

Saturday 10th 2-4pm: BHGC Plant Sale and Afternoon Tea & Cakes, kindly hosted by Kathrine Tollis,
Broom Hill Copse, Lincombe Lane. Plant and cake donations much appreciated. For more information
please contact the BHGC at boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com. All welcome.

Friday 16th 11lam: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Kim Carver, Oakdene, Bedwells Heath OX1 5JE
Tel. 01865 735736

Wednesday 21st 2.15 pm: BHGC visit to Rockliffe Garden, Upper Slaughter, an 8 acre garden created
over the last 30 years in the heart of the Cotswolds. Optional lunch beforehand at the Golden Balls in
Lower Swell. For more information please contact the BHGC at boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com. All
welcome.

Wednesday 21st 7.30pm: Boars Hill Theatre Club outing to Guys and Dolls, The Bridge Theatre,
London. SOLD OUT.

Friday 23rd 12.30pm: Ladies’ Summer Lunch kindly hosted by Birgit Berglund, Tisbury Lodge,
Bedwells Heath Tel 01865 736751

July

Saturday 1st 10am: Oxford Preservation Trust Walk and Talk — Hinksey Meadow National Meadows Day
with gardener Avril Hughes. Hear about the wildflowers and plants in this area of flood meadow. This is a
free event but donations are welcome. Go to OPT events page at www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk for more
details and to register your interest.

Tuesday 4th 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.
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Tuesday 11th 6pm: Oxford Preservation Trust Walk and Talk round Matthew Arnold Reserve and Jarn
Heath, Boars Hill. A guided walk with ecologist Rod d’Ayala. Go to OPT events page at
www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk for more details and to register your interest.

Thursday 13th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Sarah O’Kelly, The Croft, Lincombe Lane
Tel. 01865 736166. Please let Sarah know if you wish to attend.

Tuesday 18th July 11lam: BHGC visit to Waltham Place Organic Farm and Gardens, refreshments, tour
and lunch. For more information please contact the BHGC at boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com.
All welcome.

August

Tuesday 1st 6pm: The Fox Meet up. Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and
a chat.

Thursday 3rd 8pm: Boars Hill Theatre Club outing to The Oxford Piano Festival with the Oxford
Philharmonic Orchestra performing Grieg's piano concerto in A Minor and Sibelius Symphony.

Closing date: 23rd June 2023. To reserve a place contact Rosemary Maund (via bha@boarshill.info or
Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401)

Wednesday 9th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way
Tel. 0780 313 6373. Please let Louise know if you wish to attend.

Wednesday 16th 7.30pm: Boars Hill Theatre Club outing to BBC Prom 42, Royal Albert Hall, London
SW7 2AP. Seong-Jin Cho playing Chopin, Elgar and Strauss. Closing date: 1st June 2023. To reserve
your place contact Rosemary Maund (via bha@boarshill.info or Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401)

_ Tom Finnie
Advance Notice Tennis Coaching

BHA Summer Drinks Party — Date and venue TBC

Friday 1st September: Boars Hill Curry Club — Venue
to be announced nearer the time. Contact Stuart
Packford via bha@boarshill.info for more details.

Saturday 9th — Sunday 10th September:
Oxford Open Doors 2023. Details TBA. See
Oxford Preservation Trust web pages,
oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Thursday 14th September 7.30pm: Wootton Dry
Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in
the Wootton & Dry Sandford Community Centre. Mark
Davies will talk about ‘Alice Adventures in Oxford.
Lewis Carroll and the River Thames.’ LTA Level 3 Tennis Coach

. Offering individual coaching in Marcham
Sunday 24th September: Boars Hill Garden Club
Lunchtime Drinks and Light Refreshments — details to [Happy to travel to Boars Hill for those with private
follow. courts

For rates & further information, feel free to get in
touch!

tomfinniecoaching@gmail.com
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BHA Coronation Garden Tea Party

The afternoon of Saturday 6th May 2023 will be a day to remember for all diehards in Boars Hill. In
extremely wet, rainy conditions, 120 neighbours gathered in the garden of Whitsun Meadows to celebrate
the Coronation of King Charles I11.

The organising committee led by Kate O’Donovan, Colin Weyer and Nigel Jones, supported by Stuart
Packford, Peter Groom and Les Blazewicz, erected 4 large marquees in case of rain and put up chairs and
tables. The bunting was fantastic in both road and garden providing real character and colour for the event.

Keith Davies and Nigel Jones were busy with their Canon cameras and recorded a wonderful national and
local event. Everyone had a smile on their faces. Guests brought delicious homemade cakes and a superb
team of neighbours served the tea. Children played - and their parents relaxed.

Later, chilled champagne was used to toast our new King and Country. The Boars Hill community was
celebrating in style with true grit that overcame any adverse weather. A very happy Boars Hill occasion.

Nigel Jones
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Thank you very much to all those who organised the event ... | love that they refused to be down
heartened by the rain which, thanks to them, meant the rest of us didn’t worry about it being wet either
... and just like all those in the Mall and around the Abbey, we had a wonderful time as a result. It can’t
have been much fun putting up bunting in the rain, let alone worrying about footfall and grass — but the
determination led to a memorable afternoon for us — so thank you.

Thank you too to Nigel and Jane for offering up their garden — which looked sparkly and beautiful. The
three of us had a happy and celebratory time — | hope everyone was able to relax and enjoy the rest of
their weekend.

Nicky & Mark Beard
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What might have been an underwhelming day of grey skies and soggy
emptiness at ‘Whitsun Meadows’ turned into a buzzy sea of people
beneath umbrellas enjoying their neighbours’ company while sipping tea
and nibbling cake in Nigel and Jane’s acre of Paradise on Boars Hill.

At the conclusion of tea and cake, glasses were charged and a loyal toast was raised ‘To the King’.
My thanks go to all those who made this historic gathering happen.

Antoinette Mackworth

Big Coronation Lunch in Lincombe Lane

The day after the Coronation, the residents of Lincombe Lane joined in the national Big Lunch. They were
a bit luckier with the weather! With many thanks to Sarah and Paul O’Kelly for all their hard work.

John Park
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Come Visit us at The Fox!

As summer finally seems to have arrived, come
down to take in the view and enjoy a drink on
our balcony or terrace. Moreover use the
weather to dine al fresco and try our new menu
which launched mid-May. It boasts some of the
best seasonal produce around and features a
whole array of pub staples and restaurant
favourites as well as our own interpretations of
some classic cuisine.

There is also lots of live music in the pipeline
over the next few months culminating in the
inaugural Fox Fest on the 8th of July which will
have live music playing throughout the day as
well as a BBQ and hog roast. As always, keep in
touch with us via social media, on our website
foxinnoxford.co.uk, or simply by popping in!

Tommy and the Team

Vaughan Williams Mass in G minor
JS Bach Komm, Jesu, Komm

Conductor: Benjamin Nicholas

Tickets from Saturday 17 June 202_3, 7.30pm
www.ticketsoxford.com St John the Evangelist Church,
or phone 01865 305305 Oxford




Obituary: Warwick Clarke, 1949-2023

Warwick, and his wife Kieran, moved to Boars
Hill in May 1995. Originally from Australia, after
living in America and Canada they settled on the
Hill and became our neighbours. Warwick was a
criminal lawyer, a real character and a truly gentle
and kind person with a wonderful sense of
humour. He was a very talented artist and
photographer, and a keen sportsman and cyclist.
He was frequently seen, and known by many on
the hill, walking his dogs, until in recent years he
developed Parkinson’s Disease. Sadly, in recent
times he was not able to get out and about, but he
never lost his sense of humour. He was a good
neighbour, if anyone’s house alarm went off, he
was there in an instant, even in the middle of the
night. He and Kieran were a devoted couple, and
although both working professionally full time,
they always had time for their elderly neighbours
(Persis and Douglas Henchley, Gwen and Philip
Edwards to mention a few) as well as their less
elderly ones! Tragically, Warwick was in hospital
over Christmas, developing pneumonia and then
Covid which he was unable to fight. He is greatly
missed.

Sarah & Brian Cook

Warwick Clarke loved words, people and winning
arguments, all essential elements for his chosen
profession as a Criminal Defence Lawyer. His
affable nature and genial manner combined with
the aforementioned attributes made him a
formidable opponent in the Oxford criminal
courts.

Warwick was never a man of few words  His
occasional introduction of Australian phrases
during hearings added colour if not a little
confusion for his opponent. It was not unusual to
hear him describing his client who had failed his
probationary period and was generally struggling
with life as someone who had ‘dropped his
bundle’.

He was a very talented artist and
photographer, and a keen sportsman
and cyclist

He always represented his clients to the full and
his objections to CPS applications to extend
custody time limits for a defendant would turn into
monumental battles that became legendary.
Whatever the outcome of the hearing there was no
animosity. He accepted the ruling of the court and
was subsequently courteous and respectful to his
opponent. Part of his skill as an advocate was his
humour and charm, both essential qualities for a
successful solicitor.

He was well loved by his clients. This was fully
demonstrated at his funeral when a ‘fellow’ well
known to the local constabulary and the
prosecution, who had spent much of his life in
custody, gave a heartfelt and touching tribute to
his caring and committed “brief’.

Jenny Jonckheere
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Oxford Preservation Trust

Over the past three months, we have held
volunteer work parties to clear brambles and
blackthorn in Matthew Arnold Field and rush on
the Old Golf Course to allow the rare ivy-leaved
water-crowfoot to flourish. We also hosted another
successful self-guided Easter Egg Hunt in
Abraham Wood, just as the bluebells were coming
into flower.

Fencing work at the OGC is underway, so expect
activity in this area which will be kept open to the
public. This space is grazed with sheep
periodically and we thank you for continuing to
follow the guidance of keeping dogs on leads in
these fields. Please be mindful that the farmer may
also graze different areas due to the fencing works
and we ask you to be extra vigilant.

OPT Green Spaces volunteering update

The OPT project ‘Rejuvenating Boars Hill’s
Woodlands’, a fund managed by TOE (Trust for
Oxfordshire’s Environment) on behalf of Network
Rail since 2018, is now complete. Work carried
out by contractors and volunteers has transformed
the areas of Abraham Wood, Matthew Arnold
Field and Reserve and Jarn Heath.

An OPT walk and talk is planned on 11th July to
mark the completion of the TOE project and share

its successes with OPT members, residents of
Boars Hill and the public. Please visit our website
to register your interest.

What you can do to support OPT

We welcome your involvement with volunteering
opportunities at Boars Hill; some local residents
have recently contacted us to help out. To join
them or take part in our work parties, please
contact Hannah or call our office. Whatever your
experience, age or ability, we are always looking
for volunteers. All you need are warm clothes,
wellies and enthusiasm!

Please join us too on 9th & 10th September, an
annual weekend where places usually closed to the
public open to celebrate the city’s heritage and
culture. To join the volunteers who help welcome
over 25,000 visitors, please call the office or
email: n.urai@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Thank you to all who are OPT members and
donors for your continued support which means a
great deal. Becoming a member or joining our
Green Space Volunteers is easy — just visit our
website or call our office on 01865 242918

Hannah Brockwell, Green Spaces Officer
h.brockwell @oxfordpreservation.org.uk

22



mailto:n.urai@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
mailto:h.brockwell@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

The Old Golf Course, an OPT Green Space

Scarification Top-Dressing
Hollow Tining Removal Weeds
Lawn Aeration Moss Control

Over seeding Professional Service

NO CONTRACT

Contact Steve

01865 331501/07894 983801
Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com
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At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887
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Cooks' Corner

Olive and Anchovy Biscuits

| have been making these for so long that I’m not
actually sure where the recipe came from! | started
to make them soon after | got my Magimix food
processor and that was about 42 years ago. They
are easy and delicious and you can make them as
spicy as you want, or if you don’t like spice then
use sweet paprika to give the right colour.

You will need a food processor as it would be a
very laborious task without one.

Ingredients

115g strong cheese, grated. | like either cheddar or
Gruyeére.

115g cold butter, cubed
1159 plain flour

60g anchovies in oil, drained and chopped

60g pitted black olives, chopped

Cayenne or chili powder to taste. Half tsp gives a
mild spicy flavour.

Pulse the ingredients in the food processor until
the dough starts to come together.

Wrap the dough in cling film and chill for 30
minutes.

Set the oven to 200°c

Liberally sprinkle the work surface with flour and
roll out the dough very thinly.

Then you can cut it however you wish — in strips,
circles, triangles. Keep re-rolling until all the
dough is used. You shouldn’t need to grease the
baking trays.

Cook for about 10 minutes, until the biscuits are
golden.

Cool on a rack and when you serve them they are
nice sprinkled with sea salt and/or extra cayenne
pepper.

Lynne Groom
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Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes

Committee Meeting
Held at Yew Cottage, Old Boars Hill
7 pm on Tuesday 25 April 2023

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Secretary), Pat Gove, Kathy Blazewicz, Nicola
Park (Newsletter Editor), Michael Edwards,
Louise Jacobs.

Apologies: Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Ray Allen

1. Minutes of the previous meeting
Previously approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report
read by the Chair in his absence
Surplus: £3,437 compared to £3,309 in 2022.
The Association is in a healthy position.
The Treasurer reminded the committee that
whilst events are arranged for all of the
residents of Boars Hill, they are funded by the
subscription payers. There must be a significant
penalty to pay for those attending events who
have not paid their subscription.

3. Chair’s Report
It has been a quiet quarter.

3.1. AGM 7pm Wednesday 3 May 2023
To be held at the Carmelite Priory with kind
permission of the Prior.
Wine to be served at £1 per glass.
The speaker will be William Whyte, Chair of
Oxford Preservation Trust.

3.2. Coronation Party
3pm Saturday 6 May 2023
We need to erect 4 marquees to cover
eventuality of adverse weather; 2 BHA
marquees and 2 similar sized from Stuart
Packford.
The guest list is currently 53 and rising fast.
Set up will be the Thursday 4 May. Take
down soon after, depending on weather.
Guests will be invited to bake a cake.
Donations to be collected for The Prince’s
Trust.
Champagne will be served as a toast. The
Chair to purchase.
Bunting to be erected.
Photography by Keith Davies & Nigel Jones.

4. Newsletter
Copy date is 18 May, 2023.
Main article will be the life of Sir Arthur Evans,
who lived at Youlbury House.
An advertiser was trying to advertise. He was to
be told to contact Louise Jacobs.

5. Foxcombe Hall
The matter has now been referred to the
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing
and Communities. The Friends of Boars Hill
were investigating the Section 106 relating to
the Botley development.

6. Next Meeting
The next committee meeting will be held
Thursday 3 August 2023 at 7pm.
The venue will again be Yew Tree Cottage,
kindly hosted by Michael Edwards and John
Hewitt.

Nigel Jones — Secretary, BHA

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd.

30 years of repairing, servicing and selling
all types of garden machinery.

Winter servicing, delivery & collection
service available

Please call or email for a quotation
We repair all types of petrol driven machinery.

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton,
Countax, Cub Cadet, Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite,
Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse.
We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.

We are always busy, but never to busy to
have your machine ready within 7 - 10 days

Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Drayton,
Abingdon, OX14 4EZ

Tel: 01235 555115
Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk

www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk




The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household per annum, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Summer Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info. The deadline
for copy is 10th August 2023. Articles should be 200 — 700 words, depending on subject, and it is therefore
important to contact the editor in advance to discuss word count. Photos should be sent in as high
resolution as possible. Articles may be edited for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is final.

Credits: Cover picture, Sir Arthur Evans among the Ruins of the Palace of Knossos, 1907, by William
Richmond, displayed at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. Image by Gts-tg, 2017, licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license. Photo of Fresco on page 5 by
Lapplaender, 2008, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Germany license.
Photo of Knossos on page 7 by C. Messier, 2018, licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share
Alike 4.0 International license. Nature Notes, pages 8-9, photos taken by James S. Wainscoat, on Boars
Hill (unless otherwise stated). Tea party photos, pages 16-19, by Keith Davies, Nigel Jones, Colin Weyer
and others. All other photos by contributors of individual articles.

Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue — 10th August 2023

BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2023 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.



mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
http://www.boarshill.info

Operating since 1992

Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive
Tree and Woodland management service
throughout Oxfordshire and has been doing

so for nearly two decades, and we've developed
an excellent reputation.

We are committed to providing a professional
service to care for and restore your trees.
Visit our website or give us a call.

www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

Respect for nature and our environment

Blagrove Lodge , Fox Lane,
Wootton, Nr Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX13 6DE

01865 735235

info@ringrosetrees.co.uk

Public Liability Insurance:£10,000,000.00
All work to B.S 3998 (2010)
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