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FARM SHOP & CAFE
NOW OPEN

Friday 09.00 - 16.00
Saturday 09.00 - 16.00
Sunday 09.00 - 12.00

(OPPOSITE THE FLOWING WELL PUB IN SUNNINGWELL)

SELLING LOCAL PRODUCE INCLUDING CAKES, PASTRIES,
BREAD, LOCALLY ROASTED COFFEE AND
OUR LOCALLY REARED VENISON!

FOR PRIVATE HIRE AND POP-UP EVENTS, PLEASE CONTACT
INFO@CHURCHFARMOXFORD.COM

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.
Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.
Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.
Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk 07847 558970 / 01865 200490



http://www.melissahutcheson.co.uk
mailto:melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk

The Chairman’s Column

Since the BHA's Coronation / Summer Drinks
Party was held in the early part of the summer and
featured in the last newsletter there is little to
report on the Boars Hill social scene this time.
However, just because we haven't been partying
does not mean that the BHA has been idle.
Following approval from the BHA committee in
the spring, we have set up the Boars Hill
Community Speed Watch group in partnership
with Thames Valley Police. Colin Weyer, the
group coordinator, has written our main feature
about the measures we have taken to try and
reduce speeding along the main road. | would like
to thank Colin who has dedicated hours of his
time to getting the scheme off the ground and also
analysing data from our speed cameras installed
early last year. 1 would also like to thank our
dozen or so volunteers who make this endeavour
possible. Due to GDPR / Thames Valley Police
regulations, | cannot name them, but you know
who you are! If you would like to find out more
about becoming a volunteer, please contact Colin
at bha@boarshill.info

We have also been busy expanding our
Community communication platforms. Before
Christmas we set up BHA Watch on WhatsApp
for on-going security and surveillance. This is
administered by Simon Gregg with over 120
members. Then in the New Year we formed
another WhatsApp group, BHA Chat. The reason
for a different group was that people were posting
non-security messages on the Watch which,
although of interest to many residents, resulted in
some Watch members turning off their
notifications because of posts irrelevant to
security.

So we set up BHA Chat (with over 70 members
so far), intended for posts of general interest to
residents. Interestingly, a few months ago a
similar issue arose with the Chat when a couple of
members resigned because of group discussions
that centred around young children; as a result, we
set up BHA Kids, administered by Aude-Line
Duliére. This has 16 members and is growing; if

you would like to join any of these groups please
contact bha@boarshill.info. And please, please
use the appropriate WhatsApp group for your
posts.

Looking forward however, and returning to the
social scene, the Fox Meet Up, where residents
gather for a catch-up with friends and neighbours
at 6pm on the first Tuesday of the month,
continues to be popular. Unfortunately, a number
of residents have mentioned that they are busy on
Tuesday evenings and so regret they cannot join
us. At the same time, some who do manage to pop
in for a chat on the first Tuesday have said they
would be happy to meet twice a month. So we
shall hold Fox Meet Ups on the first Tuesday and
also now on the third Thursday of each month for
a trial period. Please join us if you are able to.

Staying on the subject of social events, if you
attended the AGM this year you will remember
that it was decided that only fully paid-up
members of the BHA would be eligible to attend
BHA drinks parties and other events. If your
membership is not up to date please contact the
Treasurer at BHA to avoid being denied entry to
our parties. It was decided that this policy should
be strictly adhered to, so please check your direct
debit if your payment may have lapsed.

Finally, next year is the BHA's 50th Anniversary
at the end of March. We plan to hold a BHA
Birthday Party around this time, and are thinking
of how best to celebrate this momentous occasion.
The Committee would welcome any ideas for our
consideration.

Kate O’Donovan — Chair, BHA




Come Visit us at The Fox!

Come and enjoy the pleasures of your
local pub.

We offer a wide range of beer and
good wine, and a food menu which
our chef varies to suit the season,
using all the freshest ingredients.

As always, keep in touch with us via
social media, on our website
foxinnoxford.co.uk, or simply by

popping in!

Tommy and the Team




Editorial

Kate has described in her Chairman’s Column the long process which led to the setting up of the
new Community Speed Watch project which is already seeing the collection of some astonishing
data. We all knew there was too much speeding along Foxcombe Road and Fox Lane, but how many
of us realised that some motorists regularly hit 80mph, or even in one or two cases, more than
90mph? It is to be hoped that the sight of our watchful volunteers, wielding radar speed guns and in
their high vis jackets, will do the trick and finally discourage excessive speeding, and with luck this
new initiative will also identify the worst and most dangerous offenders.

Another milestone has passed with the completion of the long-awaited, long-desired fence around
those boundaries of the Old Golf Course that abut the Berkeley and Foxcombe Roads. Residents of
Berkeley Road will no longer have to shoo wandering cattle back into the field and family groups
will feel reassured letting young children run around. As Nigel Jones explains in his article, the
fence also encloses an historic area, the first patch of land acquired in perpetuity for the benefit of
all residents of Oxford by the OPT.

In our pages devoted to wildlife on Boars Hill, Christian Hatton has written with great feeling about
the woodland specialists that visit our gardens. He describes in some detail the habits of both
woodpeckers and nuthatches, which most of us are lucky enough to see on an almost daily basis, as
well as those of the less visible and very beautiful treecreeper. His article reminds us of the value of
our trees and woodlands, and of the crucial role they play in the life of birds. James Wainscoat has
supplied the fabulous photos which illustrate the three birds and they are an absolute treat.

Talking of gardens, members of the BH Garden Club were astonished by their visit to Waltham
Place Biodynamic Farm and Garden in July, where the garden has been dedicated over many years
to rewilding. Although currently — and we would hope permanently — a popular trend, it is not
always the prime purpose of a major garden. But as David Clark has written in his detailed review
of the visit, Waltham is an extraordinary place, the owners are dedicated environmentalists and their
gardens flourish on a plan of natural planting, teeming with wild life. There is rioting ground elder
and bindweed, with visiting deer and rabbits (the nightmare of many gardeners), but the wild
flowers blend seamlessly into the holistic design, their former army of gardeners has disappeared
and the endless battle against weeds and insects has come to an end. Much of this variety has been
captured in the stunning photos kindly contributed by Sarah Ferndown and Jacqui Cook.

To quote the Designer of Waltham, Henk Gerritsen, whose success is surely an inspiration for weary
gardeners on Boars Hill, ‘Maintenance must never degenerate into a battle against nature’.

Finally, I would like to thank Louise Jacobs for her very successful compilations of our BHA Diary
Entries, which demand considerable time and effort. And once again, my grateful thanks to Lynne
Groom for providing yet another delicious recipe for Cooks’ Corner, which looks particularly
tempting as we move towards the colder autumn months.

Nicola

Obituary, Professor Bruce Forsyth

Long-term residents of Boars Hill will be sorry to hear of the recent death of Prof. Bruce Forsyth, for
many years a resident of Lincombe Lane. A fuller appreciation will appear in the next Newsletter.
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Community Speed Watch Initiative
The Boars Hill Rat Run

Last year Sunningwell Parish Council funded the installation of four speed indicator devices (SIDs) along
the main rat run of Foxcombe Road — Fox Lane. Of these, the two at each entrance are the most
important. Anyone who cares to stand for a short time at either of these main entrances to Boars Hill will
see that most drivers do visibly slow down when they see their speed flashing up and the speed shown
drops towards the 30mph limit.

However despite this good news there is still a significant minority of drivers who blatantly continue to
ignore the speed limit.

The four devices are called SIDs 1 to 4. SID 1 near Foxcombe Lane covers the entrance from Oxford to
Boars Hill whilst SID 4 is on Fox Lane just beyond the Fox Inn. SID 2 is next to the Old Golf Course.
Unfortunately SID 3, near Lincombe Lane, is in too shady a position which means that in poor weather
there is not enough sunlight fully to charge the batteries which have to be boosted by manual rotation.
Although it continues to provide very useful reminders to the forgetful law-abiding motorist, the data here
is not complete.




Recently | have spent some time downloading and analysing a mass of data from March 2022 up to July
this year. The most useful is probably from SID 1, nearest to Oxford, which records the highest volume of
vehicles of the four.

I had set the SIDs in “‘Spy mode’ for a full week prior to activating the speed displays back in March 2022.
This mode is intended for gathering benchmark data.

The data below shows the overall average speeds heading SW from Oxford and NE to Oxford and also the
average of the maximum speeds per half hour. | have compared this with similar data for the four weeks of
June 2023 (ending on 2nd July).

Direction Average Reduction Ave Max Reduction
Speed Speed

Spy mode March 2022

SW from Oxford 31.9 - 49.7 -

NE to Oxford 32,5 - 49.7 -

Data for June 2023
SW from Oxford 28.8 9.7% 47 .4 4.6%
NE to Oxford 31.5 3.1% 48.6 2.2%

It should be noted that drivers from Oxford see
the sign showing their speed whilst those heading
towards Oxford have their speeds recorded but do
not see the sign and so are not immediately
reminded — they are only influenced by the entry
sign back at the Fox and the reminder back at the
OGC.

As might be expected, the data shows that the
effect of the signs wears off as drivers move on.
It is also apparent that speeding drivers tend to
ignore the limit more than the average driver,
which is not really surprising, and is the main
purpose of the new radar speed checks — of which
more later.

In order to obtain manageable information, | have
used the four weeks ending on Sunday 2nd July in
the charts below.

The data is recorded in half-hour bands, so there
are traffic volumes and an average speed for each
half hour and, similarly, the highest speed is
measured in each half hour in each direction for
all the SIDs. A point to note is that, where the
highest speed in a given half hour is very high, it
is extremely likely that there will also be other
excessive speeds, e.g. anything between, say, 45
and 90 mph.

Boars Hill Community Speed Watch
— a team on duty




SID 1 — Average Daily Vehicles in each direction at the Foxcombe Lane junction
(note the excess rat run traffic on Friday evenings)

4,000
3,000
B NE to Oxford
2,000 B Sw from Oxford
1,000
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

4 weeks ended Sunday 2nd July 2023 — Daily Average (incl weekends)

SID NEto Oxford Ave Speed Highest SW from Oxford  Ave Speed Highest

1 2865 31.5 93 2843 28.8 92
2 2727 28.6 75 2453 28.7 80
4 2607 30.5 88 2220 34.9 93

The vast majority of traffic is ‘rat run’ in nature. In June 2023, 3,000 vehicles a day passed SID 1 towards
Oxford on a typical weekday. This appears to be about 10% higher than before the closure of Botley Road
but in reality there is always a small variation depending on the various school holiday times. Of these
3,000, about 2,600 enter Boars Hill from the south west past SID 4. The remainder enter from Berkeley
Road and Bayworth Lane and a small number are residents from Boars Hill itself.




SID 1 - safe speed for Boars Hill Fox Lane — a bit too fast!

Over the last year as a whole we have in fact recorded even higher speeds than shown above, the top speed
being 104 mph — probably by a motorbike whose throttle was stuck on fully open! A fair number of these
very high speeds were recorded at times of the day when residents were likely to be about.

Those of us who have lived on the Hill for more than just a few years may recall at least two cases where
speeding cars, heading NE, were unable to take the bend at the Berkeley Road junction and instead
smashed through the fence onto the Old Golf Course. By good fortune, nobody was walking by the fence
at the time.

In the four weeks to 2nd July 2023, SID 4 recorded no less than 178 cases of SW bound traffic
approaching the Fox Inn at speeds in excess of 60 mph; that is, more than twice the speed limit! At this
spot, only a few years ago, one speed merchant travelling SW, perhaps not surprisingly, managed to lose
control and crashed his car on its side into the fence of a property just beyond the Fox. Luckily, again,
nobody was standing there at the time.

Some may pooh-pooh, or find fault with, trying to tackle excessive speeds through our residential
community, but driving so recklessly clearly puts our lives at risk and, to borrow a current advertising
phrase, ‘next time it could be you!”.

I am pleased to confirm that the BHA Committee agreed to fund the full cost of the various pieces of
equipment required to set up the new BH Community Speed Watch scheme. This is currently operated by
10 volunteers in teams of three at a time under the training and control of Thames Valley Police. The data
collected is uploaded to TVP where it is kept on record and those drivers exceeding the 30mph limit
receive a variety of escalating official warning letters and, depending on their speed, may be visited by the
police in person. In our area the police consider a speed of 45 mph or higher to be excessive.

After the first few sessions, dozens of drivers have been caught already — of which a significant number
were driving at an excessive speed. Despite some drivers kindly slowing down if they spot our hi-vis
jackets, the highest speed clocked so far was 65mph.

All speeding drivers, whether resident or not, must be reported without fear or favour — so please do drive
carefully.

Colin Weyer, Co-ordinator, Oxford Boars Hill Community Speed Watch




A Fence for All Seasons

Before

Patching and Toby Horner — were delightful,
courteous, good humoured and hard working.
They did a wonderful job. All this in the
highest ever recorded temperatures of June.

Robert Frost coined the phrase ‘good fences
make good neighbours’ in his 1914 poem
‘Mending Wall’ and, by any criterion, this is a
superb piece of design, installation and
specification. We can all as neighbours be
delighted.

The Oxford Preservation Trust is particularly
proud of the legendary and famous Old Golf
Course in Berkeley Road. It was their very
first acquisition in 1928 in an area of local
and national importance that needed
protection from developers. After much local,
national and even international fund raising,
the OPT was created and the first crucial
piece of preservation in Oxford was
underway. The rest, as they say, is history.

The OPT has invested heavily in this fence. In
excess of £60,000 was spent to define and
secure its boundary, keeping livestock from
escaping onto the roads, and making it safe

It may appear at first to be a little strange writing
an article about a fence. Yet this is no ordinary
fence. It is an extraordinary fence, located in the
middle of Boars Hill. It has transformed Berkeley
Road and Foxcombe Road; it is a landmark. It is
visible to everyone who passes through.

This fence is 600 metres long and could probably
be visible from outer space! It is made of the
finest green oak and was installed by outstanding
craftsmen and technicians from the highly reputed
landscaping firm of Nicholsons of Adderbury. It is
replacing a fence that had seen over 50 years of
hard service and use.

The OPT is particularly proud of the
legendary and famous Old Golf Course in
Berkeley Road

Nicholsons used the latest technology. Pile-driving
oak posts into solid ground was an extraordinary
sight and sound. No damage to the oak. Just
controlled power. It took several weeks to remove
the old and install the new. The men — Richard

During
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for dog walkers, ramblers and  the many
thousands of visitors from all over the world who
visit to admire the view of the ‘dreaming spires’ of
Oxford.

Some people build fences to keep people out and
other people build fences to keep people in. This is
neither. OPT is rightly proud to offer to the people
of Oxford their ‘green lungs’. We saw this in
extraordinary form during lockdown. The A34 was
empty but Boars Hill was busy providing the fresh
air and important exercise and feeling of freedom
vital for thousands of visitors at that time. Never
have there been so many walkers and picnickers. It
took a little time for us residents to get used to that
idea.

The photographs show the fence before, during
and after. Thank you, OPT and thank vyou,
Nicholsons. A great result.

Nigel Jones

After

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd.

30 years of repairing, servicing and selling
all types of garden machinery.

Winter servicing, delivery & collection
service available

Please call or email for a quotation
We repair all types of petrol driven machinery.

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton,
Countax, Cub Cadet, Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite,
Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse.
We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.

We are always busy, but never to busy to
have your machine ready within 7 - 10 days

Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Drayton,
Abingdon, OX14 4EZ

Tel: 01235 555115
Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk

www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
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Nature Notes: Woodland Specialists

Boars Hill has a number of habitats, ranging from
ponds and streams to small zones of greensand
heathland, but its predominant feature is the
woodland which is found in both sizeable tracts
and small pockets across the area. This comprises
a mix of broad-leafed deciduous woodland and
conifers, and includes a range of native species as
well as a few more exotic examples. It provides an
important home for woodland specialist birds that
we would otherwise not see visiting our gardens.

Woodpeckers are the most obvious example, and
there are no prizes for identifying the commonest
of these — the great spotted woodpecker, which
will be familiar especially to those of us who hang
bird feeders in our gardens. It is notable for its
bouncing flight, its striking red, black and white
colouration (the males separated out by a red patch
on the nape of the neck, while the female has no
red on its head), and its sharp monosyllabic,
piercing call. The drumming of the woodpecker —
more a tool of communication to stake out a
territory than anything to do with making a nesting

hole — is one of the first signs that winter is
abating, starting in February and peaking in
March. The woodpeckers’ beauty belies a rather
brutal streak: these birds will predate the eggs and
chicks of other hole-nesting species, and if your
garden nest boxes do not have a metal ring round
their entrance holes then their residents will be
vulnerable to attack.

Even small patches of mature woodland
have a vital role to play in the health of
these species

The nuthatch might be considered a ‘mini’ version
of the woodpecker, being half its size and sharing
its undulating flight. It has a stylish slate grey and
buff colour scheme, with a striking black eye
stripe leading directly into a rather long dagger-
like bill. This latter feature, plus its rather
belligerent personality, means it can dominate bird
feeders, but it will not stray too far from the
woodland in which it resides. Indeed, studies have
demonstrated a minimum density of trees required

Female great spotted woodpecker, Dendrocopos major
— note the stiff tail being used as a prop for stability as she ascends the tree.




to support the populations of nuthatch. When they
are not bossing the bird feeders of Boars Hill,
nuthatches’ preferred diet includes insects and a
variety of nuts and seeds. To find these, they have
an intriguing tendency to climb down tree trunks
head-first, probing into the cracks of bark, and
sometimes caching beech mast and acorns for
winter rations.

Nuthatch, Sitta Europaea, showing its blue-grey
and terracotta plumage.
Males and females are similar.

While the great spotted woodpecker and nuthatch
may well be seen in your garden wherever you are
in Boars Hill, you are perhaps less likely to
observe the delicate treecreeper unless your
garden directly abuts woodland. The treecreeper is
a beautiful bird, with a tortoiseshell mottled back
(great camouflage on tree bark) and a pristine
white belly. It has a gently downcurving bill.
While it is a similar size to the nuthatch, it has a
noticeably more slender and graceful habitus. The
treecreeper also probes for insects in the crevices
of the bark of mature trees but, unlike the
nuthatch, invariably starts at the woodland floor
and spirals up the trunk, before fluttering back
down to the adjacent tree. As its name suggests, its
movements are subtle and quick, often described
as ‘mouselike’. Like the woodpecker, its stiff
prop-like tail provides extra stability during its
feeding forages.

Conservation bodies advise the government on the
choice of ‘indicator species’ which can give clues

as to the health of various ecosystems across the
UK. The nuthatch and treecreeper both feature on
the ‘specialist indicator’ list for woodland. While
numbers of these species may not have changed
radically over recent years across the UK as a
whole, there is concern about a reduction in the
numbers of the specialist species in the south of
England, which is thought to reflect the loss of
mature woodland. Even small patches of mature
woodland have a vital role to play in the health of
these species, providing corridors for movement
and dissemination of maturing birds to larger
tracts such as Bagley Wood and Wytham Wood.
Those which are actively managed with wildlife in
mind, such as Foxcombe Wood, are especially
valuable. We must do all we can to protect these
irreplaceable assets.

Christian Hatton

Treecreeper, Certhia familiaris
— note the stiff prop-like tail, and strikingly long
hind toe (a second treecreeper, the short-toed
species, is not found in the UK).
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BHA Diary Entries
September-November 2023

Coffee Mornings: Autumn 2023

New members always very welcome — you can just turn up at the coffee
mornings, there is no need to phone the host. If anyone would like more
information, knows of new members or would like to host a Friday or
Saturday coffee morning, please contact Susanna or Janet:

Susanna Hart 07900 864625 coffee@bhcm.info
Janet Cochrane 07860 308009 coffee@bhcm.info
September

Friday 1st: Boars Hill Curry Club — at the Dil Raj, 6 Ock St, Abingdon OX14 5AW. Contact Stuart
Packford via bha@boarshill.info for more details.

Tuesday 5th 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Saturday 9th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Susanna Hart and Chris George, Youlbury House,
Wootton OX1 5HH Tel. 07900 864625 — All Welcome. Go left at Gate 2 entrance notice of Youlbury
Scout Camp then KEEP LEFT along wooded road. Go first left at dustbins.

Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th: Oxford Open Doors — an annual weekend where places which are not
usually open to the public open for free to celebrate heritage and culture across all walks of the city’s life.
More details on the Oxford Preservation Trust website (www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk) and social media
(@oxfordprestrust).

Thursday 14th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. Mark Davies will talk about ‘Alice Adventures in Oxford. Lewis
Carroll and the River Thames’. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4. For
more information contact Bob Goodenough via bha@boarshill.info

Saturday 16th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Jane and Nigel Jones, Whitsun Meadow, Berkeley
Rd, Boars Hill OX15ET Tel. 01865 730002 — All Welcome

Tuesday 19th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Bernie McCabe, Grace Dieu, Fox Lane Tel. 730345 or
07786 776738 (first driveway on left after Lincombe Lane as driving downhill towards the Fox). Please
let Bernie know if you wish to attend.

Wednesday 20th (time tbc): BHGC visit to Pettifers, Wardington, Banbury, the famous Oxfordshire
garden created by Gina Price. For more information please contact the BHGC at
boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com — All Welcome

Thursday 21st 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the third Thursday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Saturday 23rd 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Moira and Peter Da Costa, Windrush, Hamels
Lane, Boars Hill OX15DJ Tel. 01865 735240 — All Welcome

Sunday 24th 12.30-2.30pm: BHGC Lunchtime Drinks and Light Refreshments, at Blackthorn, Jarn Way.
Free for paid up BHGC members. For more information please contact the BHGC at
boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com.

Friday 29th 11lam: Great Macmillan Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Lynne Groom, Flat 1, Lincombe
Lodge, Fox Lane OX15DN Tel. 01865 735948. Take the second turning after Lincombe Lane on the left
downhill towards the Fox Inn. Parking available at Grace Dieu (first turning on the left after Lincombe
Lane and also in Lincombe Lane itself).
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October
Tuesday 3rd 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Friday 6th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Lucile Stewart, Brahmin, 4 Berkeley Rd, Boars Hill
OX15ET Tel. 01865 735446

Thursday 12th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. Melanie King will talk about ‘Can onions cure earache? Medical
Advice from the 1700s’. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4.

Friday 13th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Lyn Sanders, Uplands, Jarn Way OX1 5JF
Tel. 01865 739486

Friday 13th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club talk at the Sunningwell School of Art. “The Oxford
Project with no-dig gardening’ by Robert Longstaff, founder of the Oxford Garden Project — All Welcome

Wednesday 18th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way
Tel. 0780 313 6373. Please let Louise know if you wish to attend.

Thursday 19th 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the third Thursday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Friday 20th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Paula Riddy, Linens Field, Old Boars Hill OX1 5JJ
Tel. 07808 402487 Parking is very limited, two cars at most, so park at the top by Jarn Mound.

November

Saturday 4th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Julia and Hugh Smith at Sevenoaks, Lncombe
Lane OX15DU Tel. 01865 730583 — All Welcome

Tuesday 7th 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Thursday 9th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. Carol Anderson will talk about ‘Over the Hills to Glory. The story of
the Ascott martyrs’. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4.

Friday 10th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club at the Sunningwell School of Art. “The Gardens of
William Morris’ by Anna Steven, a National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies qualified
National Judge, Teacher and Speaker, and gallery lecturer at the Ashmolean museum — All Welcome

Saturday 11th 11am: Coffee Morning ‘Christmas Gifts’ kindly hosted by Jeanne-Marie Horwood,

15 The Old Gaol, Abingdon OX14 3HE Tel. 01235 799554 or 07985 481482 — All Welcome.

Go up the stone staircase and turn left. At the Gate press 15 and the Bell motif and the Gate will open. Take
the lift or stairs to the second floor. No15 is over the bridge on the right hand side. Cars can be parked at
Waitrose or The Vale of White Horse Car Park on the other side of the bridge then walk back.

Thursday 16th 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the third Thursday of every month for a drink and a chat.

Friday 17th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Eva Thomas, Springwood, Lincombe Lane
OX15DX

Friday 24th 11am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Susanna Hart. Directions as for September 9th.

Advance Notice

Saturday 2nd December 2023 11.00am: Coffee Morning — kindly hosted by George Robinson,
Whitebarn, Sandy Lane OX1 5HH - All Welcome

Friday 8th December 2023 7.45 for 8pm: at the Sunningwell School of Art. Boars Hill Garden club talk,
‘Waterperry. How we used to grow’ by Rob Jacobs, head gardener at Waterperry Gardens. All Welcome

Saturday 16th December 2023: Carols for all with the Oxford Bach Choir — details in next Newsletter.
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WEST WADDY ARCHADIA

ARE YOU LOOKING TO CREATE YOUR DREAM HOME?

WWA has the knowledge and design experience to suit your lifestyle and taste,
whether you are looking to design a new home or extend and remodel your existing
property.

WWA is the trusted architectural and planning practice in Boars Hill and the
surrounding area, having designed various new homes as well as remodelling and
extending existing ones. This local knowledge is invaluable, and our planning team
has a strong working relationship with the Vale of White Horse planning department,
which assists our clients in navigating the planning system.

If you are facing high energy bills and want to make your home more energy efficient
by retrofitting an existing structure - whether renovating the fabric of the building,
remodelling, or extending — we can help with our Certified Passivhaus Designers.

Our talented team provides professional advice prior to beginning a project and
recommends the best solution for your property. We will create the home of your
dreams with bespoke property designs you will enjoy for years to come.

Please contact us for a free initial Planning and Passivhaus consultation.

Telephone nr: 0123 552 3139
Email: enquiries@wwa-studios.com

(in)[©@)(»)

@wwa_studios

wwa-studios.com

ARCHITECTURE | PLANNING | URBAN DESIGN




Boars Hill Theatre Club

Programme of events

The Boars Hill Theatre Club offers a range of theatre and musical events and welcomes
friends, family and residents. The outing to the Garrick Theatre, London, on
30th September, to see the RSC production of Hamnet has sold out, but join us for:

The Box of Delights, Royal Shakespeare Company, Stratford
Sunday, 31 December at 2pm — an enchanting story for all ages
Tickets to go on sale in September — reserve your place now!

To receive more information and details of our outings,
please email Rosemary Maund
via bha@boarshill.info or contact
Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401
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Boars Hill Garden Club Visit to Waltham Place

Beautiful weather, excellent guides, fabulous food,
and a fascinating example of rewilding meant we
had a very enjoyable day on the 18th July.

There has been a Manor House at Waltham for
over a thousand years. The current estate of 220
acres was bought by the South African
Oppenheimer family, owners of the de Beer

diamond mining business, in 1910. As one might
expect for such a wealthy family, the Manor
House they rebuilt and moved into in 1911 is very
grand. The current Oppenheimer family visit a few
times a year with each visit being just a week or
two. There are fifty workers on the estate, working
on the farm, the garden, buildings and an
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education programme. The OIld Barn has been
converted into a restaurant with an excellent chef.
On arrival we were greeted with coffee and home-
baked cookies. For lunch we had fennel soup, a
delicious salad, and fabulous cakes. All the food
comes from the estate, and a Farm Shop provides
an outlet for estate produce.

The rewilding philosophy is dictated by plants
which attract butterflies and bees. Twenty of us
attended and we were divided into two groups of
ten. The group I was in had as a guide a gentleman
who had worked on the estate for nine years. His
knowledge of the plants, butterflies, moths and
bees was phenomenal, and his humorous ad-
libbing added to the enjoyment of the visit. (He
would be a natural on TV.) After lunch we had a
tour of the kitchen garden with the second guide
who was a young lady who had completed one
year of her training. It was great to see her interest
in all they were doing.

The garden is a mixture of formal layout and
planned field areas. The trees nurture the bird life
and many had been carefully shaped to enhance
the landscape. There are twelve acres of woodland
where wildlife is encouraged. There is a maze for

children, a very small Japanese garden, and a
wonderful long border with cloud-shaped hedging
leading up a gentle incline to the Manor House.

Whilst my lasting memory of the visit will be the
plants, I will also remember the value for money.
£27 per person covered the tour, all the wonderful
food plus a guidebook. Amazing.

David Clark
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Oxford Preservation Trust

This summer has really shown the benefits of the
management carried out over the Autumn and
Winter in our green spaces. This was particularly
evident during the OPT walk and talk event in July
around Jarn Heath and Matthew Arnold field and
reserve. Once the rain had passed, it was a very
pleasant evening stroll around the woodland and
wetland restoration in these areas and it was
fantastic to be joined by several local residents.

As Autumn approaches, the benefits of being out
and about in the countryside continue. We
welcome you to join us in our efforts to care for
OPT’s green spaces across Boars Hill whilst
enjoying spectacular views of Oxford and a
variety of interesting habitats.

OPT green spaces at Boars Hill

If you’ve visited the Old Golf Course recently you
will have seen that the project on the fencing and

gates along Berkeley Road and Foxcombe Road is
now complete. We are very pleased with the work
carried out by Nicholsons and the feedback from
local residents and visitors. The improvements
have made the boundary more secure for livestock
as well as benefitting the many visitors to the
green space.

We are now in the process of updating the signage
and wayfinding at Boars Hill to clarify the
network of routes across OPT’s green spaces and
to improve the visitor experience for all. Our self
-guided walks can be downloaded for free and
enjoyed year-round — look for “Walks’ on our
website: www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk.

The cattle and calves are now back in the upper
fields, and we thank you for continuing to follow
the guidance of keeping your dogs on their leads,
to keep you, your animals and the livestock safe.
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What you can do to support
OPT

There is great potential across
our landscapes to preserve and
enhance the views and habitats,
and improve access as we have
done recently at the OGC. As a
charity, work such as this would
not be possible without the
support of our members,
donations and volunteers. If you
are not a member already do
consider joining us. For more
information, visit the OPT
website.

We would welcome your involvement with future volunteering opportunities at Boars Hill, to join the
small but growing number of local residents who are keen to help. Currently, the majority of the work in
our green spaces on Boars Hill is undertaken by a small number of one-off external groups and contractors,
on a limited budget. To join us in our efforts to get more local residents involved, please contact Hannah or
call our office on 01865 242918. Whatever your experience, age or ability, we are always looking for
volunteers to support our work, which is usually once a month on a Saturday morning, but there are
opportunities for weekdays too. All you will need is suitable clothing, wellies and enthusiasm!

We also invite you to join us to celebrate Oxford Open Doors on 9th & 10th September; this year’s theme
is “Everyday Oxford”. This is an annual weekend where places which are not usually open to the public
are opened up to celebrate heritage and culture across all walks of the city's life. The schedule of events
across the weekend can be found on our website.

Thank you to all who are OPT members and donors for your continued support which means a great deal.

Hannah Brockwell, Green Spaces Officer, h.brockwell@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Memorial for Scott

On Sunday 21st May 2023 followers of Scott from Boars Hill and surrounding villages joined us at OPT’s
Matthew Arnold Field to celebrate once again his long life and the installation of a beautiful memorial
bench funded by the community. It was a lovely sunny morning, the buttercups were in full bloom and
Scott's presence was felt by many. It was an opportunity for all to witness this special event and help with
the location of the bench and to finish off with some celebratory prosecco — much appreciated by all. We
hope that everyone who misses Scott dearly can take some solace in sitting on his bench and reflecting on
his magical life.

Kathy Blazewicz
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At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of clients, both
residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need from design and plant
selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic maintenance.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 - 112 887
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Cooks' Corner

Tenerife chicken

This is a recipe made all over the Canary Islands
and no two versions are the same, but they are all
delicious and good winter food. Often either the
chicken or the pork is omitted, but the basic
ingredients are vital for the correct flavour.
Sometimes | add ground cumin but this is
optional.

Ingredients

A small piece of pancetta or a pack of pieces, or
even sliced thick bacon rashers

A cooking chorizo sausage though | often use the
cured meat (as above) cut up into slices

A small piece of black pudding. This is essential
for the correct flavour as it breaks down and
makes the delicious gravy

4 large cloves of garlic, sliced
A large onion, sliced

2 chicken breasts or thighs, cut into large chunks,
or pork steaks

4 bay leaves
4 sprigs of thyme

Fresh oregano or mint

700ml chicken stock

Pimentdn picante, or smoked paprika (1 teaspoon
or to taste)

2 red peppers (optional). If I have an open jar of
piquillo peppers I slice 2 and add these

Large jar of chick peas or butter beans. I use queen
ones, in jars, or cook my own instead

Generous handful of coriander, leaves and stalks,
or parsley if you prefer it

Add the meat and garlic to a large saucepan over a
moderate heat. Cook, stirring, to break up the
black pudding and chorizo. No need to add oil as
the meats release plenty of their own.

Then add the onion and a little of the stock.
Keep stirring and then add the chicken or pork.

Add the paprika and more stock if necessary but
don’t be tempted to add salt!

Add peppers and herbs and leave to cook on a
medium low heat until the meat is cooked.

Add more stock if it looks a little dry.
Add the chick peas and warm through.

Taste and adjust the seasoning and add the
chopped coriander.

Serve with chunky,
crusty bread and a
green vegetable such
as green beans or a
side salad.

It is better to cook it
earlier in the day to let
the flavours blend,
and reheat it later. It
also keeps well till the
next day. Add the
coriander just before
serving.

Lynne Groom




01235 603605 07866 944 288
taylorsarb@gmail.com

Tree felling Tree pruning
Tree planting Hedge cutting
Hedge removal Stump grinding

Your local heating professionals for:
Boiler Changes—Gas, Oil & LPG *

*12 year guarantee on selected Worcester boilers
Gas/Qil Servicing & Safety Checks *

Breakdown Cover & Maintenance *

Celebrating 25+ years High Efficiency System Upgrades *
A Local Worcester Bosch Accredited Installer and Commercial Gas Heating *
Which? Trusted Trader

Solar Hot Water Systems *

Call: 01865 327083

www.heelasheating.co.uk

info@heelasheating.co.uk Power Flushing *

Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps *

Heelas Heating & Renewables Air Conditioning (F-gas Cooling & Heating) *
Bayworth Chapel,
Brumcombe Lane,

Abingdon, OX13 6QU

*T&C apply
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Scarification Top-Dressing

Hollow Tining Removal Weeds
Lawn Aeration Moss Control
Over seeding Professional Service

NO CONTRACT

Contact Steve

01865 331501/07894 983801
Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com
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Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes

Committee Meeting
Held at Yew Cottage, Old Boars Hill
7 pm on Friday 7 August 2023

Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones
(Secretary), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Nicola Park
(Newsletter Editor), Pat Gove, Kathy Blazewicz,
Ann Loescher, Michael Edwards, Ray Allen, Peter
Groom. Apologies: Louise Jacobs.

1. The Chair welcomed new members of the
committee, Ray Allen and Peter Groom, to their
first BHA Committee meeting.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
Previously approved.

3. Treasurer’s Report
Total income for the first 7 months was £4,531
with a surplus of £2,098 but this was expected
to reduce following Christmas events. Cash at
bank was £8,231.

4. Chair’s Report
A relatively quiet summer as the King’s
Coronation party was held at the end of the
previous quarter.

5. Boars Hill Community Speed Watch
Colin Weyer reported that, as agreed at the last
meeting, the new scheme had been established
and a detailed report will be published in the
forthcoming newsletter. The Chair and
Committee thanked Colin for his time and
considerable efforts in this endeavour

6. BHA WhatsApp Groups
Over 120 residents are now in the Watch group.
BHA Chat has over 60 members with numbers
increasing steadily. Some residents remain
confused and have used the Watch for general
issues instead of Chat. BHA Kids has been set
up for parents and grandparents, with 16
members so far, following recognition that
child-related matters are not of interest to many
of the BH residents on the Chat. Kids admin is
by Aude-Line Duliere. Those who wish to join
the Chat or Kids groups are invited to contact
bha@boarshill.info.

. Christmas Drinks Party

The Chair said she would contact potential hosts
to agree a date for inclusion in the diary under
forthcoming events. Initial thoughts included
inviting the Lutenist who entertained us at the
last Christmas party and the acquisition of
another hanging rail and set of coat hangers.

. Christmas Play Reading

If possible, it is hoped to hold a Christmas Play
Reading again this year.

9. Autumn Speakers

Nigel Jones reported that whilst it was
disappointing that some speakers had to cancel
last year, a renewed attempt will be made to
secure fresh and interesting speakers.

10. BHA 50th Anniversary

It was pointed out that 2024 will be the 50th
Anniversary of the BHA. To mark the occasion,
suggestions were invited for discussion at the
next meeting.

11. Foxcombe Hall

The Friends of BH had written to the residents
of Boars Hill with an update. There is no sign of
the eventual outcome yet.

12. Next Meeting

Michael Edwards and John Hewitt have again
kindly offered to host the next committee
meeting which will be held at Yew Cottage on
Wednesday, 1 November 2023 at 7pm.

Nigel Jones — Secretary, BHA
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum
subscription is £10 per household per annum, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Summer Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info. The deadline
for copy is 10th November 2023. Please contact the editor well in advance if possible to discuss subject
and word count. Articles may be edited to maintain house style and for reasons of space; the editor’s
decision is final. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible.

Credits: Cover picture by Mike Mulford. Speed Watch, pages 7&9, photos by Mike Mulford, Colin
Weyer and Gina Bale. Nature Notes, pages 12-13, photos taken by James S. Wainscoat on Boars Hill.
Waltham Place, pages 18-19, photos by Jacqui Cook and Sarah Fernback. All other photos by contributors
of individual articles.

Desk Top Publishing: John Park (also incidental images and photos).

Diary Events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.

Membership Secretary: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising
in the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue — 10th November 2023

BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2023 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.
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Operating since 1992

Ringrose Tree Services offer a comprehensive
Tree and Woodland management service
throughout Oxfordshire and has been doing

so for nearly two decades, and we've developed
an excellent reputation.

We are committed to providing a professional
service to care for and restore your trees.
Visit our website or give us a call.

www.ringrosetrees.co.uk

Respect for nature and our environment

Blagrove Lodge , Fox Lane,
Wootton, Nr Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX13 6DE

01865 735235

info@ringrosetrees.co.uk

Public Liability Insurance:£10,000,000.00
All work to B.S 3998 (2010)
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