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IMPORTANT Ͳ BHA ChƌiƐƚŵaƐ PaƌƚǇ NŽƚeƐ 

 

ReƐidenƚƐ maǇ ƌemembeƌ ƚhaƚ aƚ ƚhe BHA AGM ƚhiƐ Ǉeaƌ iƚ ǁaƐ agƌeed ƚhaƚ ŽnlǇ fƵllǇ ƉaidͲƵƉ BHA membeƌƐ 
ǁŽƵld be enƟƚled ƚŽ aƩend majŽƌ BHA eǀenƚƐ and ƚhaƚ ƚhiƐ ƉŽlicǇ ƐhŽƵld be ƐƚƌicƚlǇ adheƌed ƚŽ͘ SŽ ƟckeƚƐ ǁill 
ŽnlǇ be aǀailable ƚŽ ƌeƐidenƚƐ ǁhŽ haǀe Ɖaid ƚheiƌ annƵal ƐƵbƐcƌiƉƟŽn befŽƌe ϭƐƚ Decembeƌ ϮϬϮϯ͘ 

GƵeƐƚ nƵmbeƌƐ aƌe limiƚed ƚŽ ϴϬ gƵeƐƚƐ͘ Biƌch CŽƉƐe ;OXϭ ϱHAͿ iƐ lŽcaƚed aƚ ƚhe end Žf a lŽng ƐingleͲƚƌack 
dƌiǀe ƌƵnning beƚǁeen ƚhe Caƌmeliƚe PƌiŽƌǇ and PŽǁdeƌ Hill HŽƵƐe in YŽƵlbƵƌǇ͘ Theƌe iƐ limiƚed Ɖaƌking ǁiƚh 
nŽ ŽnͲƐƚƌeeƚ Ɖaƌking neaƌbǇ͕ ƐŽ caƌ Ɛhaƌing iƐ ƐƚƌŽnglǇ ƌecŽmmended͘  

FinallǇ͕  ƉleaƐe nŽƚe ƚhe cŽƌƌecƚ email addƌeƐƐ fŽƌ LŽƵiƐe ʹ iƚ iƐ Žften miƐƚǇƉed͊ lŽƵiƐe͘jacŽbƐϲΛgmail͘cŽm  

  

 

IMPORTANT  At the AGM this year it was agreed that only fully paid-up members would be entitled 
to attend major events and that this policy should be strictly adhered to. Tickets will only be available 
to residents who have paid their subscription before 1st December.  Guest numbers are limited to 80.  

Birch Copse is located at the end of a long single-track drive running between the Carmelite Priory and 
Powder Hill House in Youlbury. There is limited parking with no on-street parking; car sharing is 
strongly recommended.  Finally, please note the correct email address for Louise (often mis-typed).
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Residents have been socialising at The Fox at 
6pm on the first Tuesday of each month for 
several years now, to enjoy a drink whilst 
catching up with friends, old and new. Some 
residents have mentioned they would like to join 
us but already have commitments on Tuesday 
evenings, whilst some Tuesday regulars have said 
they would be keen to meet more often. So we 
launched the Third Thursday of each month this 
autumn and signs are that it will become as 
popular as the first Tuesday; so please join us on 
either of these regular Meet Ups.  

Also this autumn, we have seen a boost in the 
number of residents joining the BHA Chat 
WhatsApp Group with the number now in excess 
of 100. Amongst new members to the group are a 
number of newcomers to the Hill and I would 
particularly like to welcome them and their 
families to our community. The BHA Kids Group 
also continues to grow and has recently organised 
several successful gatherings and activities for 
small people. 

Whilst on the topic of children, I have been asked 
to mention that Sunningwell School needs more 
co-opted governors. Basic requirements would be 
an interest in the school, teaching and learning 
and the desire to be involved in the school 
governance. If you would like to learn more 
please contact us at bha@boarshill.info and we 
shall forward your details. 

Debbie Dance is retiring as Director of the Oxford 
Preservation Trust at the end of December; Anna 
Eavis,  currently Curatorial Director at English 
Heritage,  will take over in the New Year. The 
BHA looks forward to working with her and her 
new team in the future. OPT is the biggest 
landowner on Boars Hill and its land makes up a 
significant part of OPT assets. Indeed, OPT 
acquired the Old Golf Course in order to preserve 
it,  giving the OPT its initial raison d'être.  

Another recent change is that the Trustees of the 
OPT have decided to disband all its local 
branches. Consequently, we felt that we should 

have a member of the BHA committee regularly 
in touch with OPT to keep a finger on the pulse 
and also to represent the interests of Boars Hill to 
OPT when necessary. I'm delighted to report that 
Ray Allen has agreed to take on this role and in 
future will be the first point of contact / liaison 
between the Boars Hill Association and OPT. 

Well, the busiest season of the BHA social 
calendar is nearly upon us, and I am excited that 
this year the BHA Christmas Drinks Party will be 
hosted at a new venue. And when I say new, I 
mean new. Richard and Sarah Williamson are 
newish residents and the first owners of Birch 
Copse, a beautiful new-build country house in 
Youlbury. The party will be held on 16th 
December, and following last year's very 
successful Bow Tie and Hair Fascinator 
competition we have decided to repeat the 
exercise. We shall, of course, have the usual 
Champagne prize draw. 

As agreed at the AGM only fully paid-up BHA 
members will be eligible for tickets. Please note 
that although there will be parking on the drive 
there is no on-street parking nearby, so car sharing 
is recommended. Please read carefully the 
advertisement on the facing page. 

Finally, the Boars Hill Play Readers will be 
performing Wife After Death, a comedy by Eric 
Chappell. I'm delighted that it will be hosted once 
again by Chris George and Susanna Hart in their 
striking home, Youlbury House, on Sunday 10th 
December, as advertised on facing page. We shall 
serve mince pies and mulled wine during the 
interval. 

As I finish writing and look out of my window the 
setting sun throws a deep golden light onto the 
stunning reds and coppers of the trees. Soon the 
leaves will be gone and winter will herald the 
lighting of log-burning stoves and cosy evenings. 
I wish you and your loved ones a wonderful 
Christmas and New Year. 

Kate O’Donovan – Chair, BHA

The Chairman’s Column

mailto:bha@boarshill.info


 4

We are thrilled to be holding our 27th ‘Follow the 
Stars’ Christmas Carol Concert in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support at historic Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford, on Friday 8th 
December 2023. 

This event is so much more than just a fund-
raising carol concert; it is a festive celebration of 
world-class talent that will delight everyone in the 
run-up to Christmas. The star-studded cast of 
celebrities this year will include Greg Wise, Jason 
Isaacs, Mel Giedroyc and Toby Jones who will be 
entertaining us with enthralling literary readings. 
These will be interspersed with breathtaking 
musical performances and gloriously uplifting 
Christmas carols. 

The music will be performed by Oxford’s pre-
eminent vocal ensemble, the Oxford Bach 
Soloists, and conducted by the award-winning 
Tom Hammond-Davies. Two years ago John 

Rutter, the nation’s favourite choral composer, 
composed a carol as a thank-you to all the people 
in Oxfordshire in recognition of the £600,000 they 
have raised over the years through ‘Follow the 
Stars'.  Here is your chance to hear this unique 
carol again. 

This year we are thrilled and honoured to have the 
highly acclaimed classical trumpeter Alison 
Balsom joining us to play for us in Christ Church 
Cathedral. Described as ‘simply divine’ by the 
Sunday Telegraph, Alison has established an 
international reputation and is regarded as one of 
the finest soloists of this generation.  She 
combines technical brilliance with penetrating 
musicianship – a true poet of the trumpet.  Not to 
be missed at any cost! 

Around 97% of Macmillan Cancer Support’s work 
is funded by people like you.  Cancer is not going 
anywhere and neither are we. There are around 3 
million people living with cancer in the UK today 
and more than 360,000 are diagnosed every year. 
Right now, those who have cancer are counting on 
us for help with paying bills, going through 
difficult treatment or simply with how they’re 
feeling. By joining us at ‘Follow the Stars’, you 
will be actively helping towards Macmillan’s 
services as they support people living with cancer. 

So, don’t hesitate: Book your tickets online now at 
www.followthestars-macmillancarols.com. The 
concert will also be live-streamed and free to view 
online justgiving.com/fundraising/follow-the-stars 
where you can also donate if you are unable to 
join us.  

Rachael Austin 

‘An utterly magical evening – and for the best 
possible cause.’  
Kirsty Young, celebrity reader 2022 

'The music and the choir were outstanding – it was 
Christmassy and extremely beautiful.’ 
Sally Phillips, celebrity reader 2022 

Follow the Stars  –  Macmillan Carols

A special appearance by Alison Balsom

http://www.followthestars-macmillancarols.com
http://justgiving.com/fundraising/follow-the-stars
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Editorial 
Looking forward now to Christmas and the winter months ahead, who knows what the weather will 
bring? The seasons, it seems, are entirely unpredictable and we have little idea whether a mild, 
stormy or freezing winter approaches. I have noticed in our own garden the effects of the strange 
weather of the last year and have lost, almost certainly in consequence, some valued trees and 
shrubs. Climate change of course is here to stay; we will have to live with its effects for years and 
individually can only try to make our own small positive changes.  

Of course there has also been the devastating news from the Middle East and Ukraine, where war 
seems likely to drag on for years. And let’s not even start on what’s happening in the States, or the 
muddled party politics of the UK. I suspect that most of us are feeling considerably more depressed 
than usual – despite the approach of the festive season – at the apparently hopeless state of world 
events, where we feel ourselves so powerless to help.  

At least we have our gardens and the magnificent spaces of Boars Hill which provide a welcome 
and much-needed distraction at such a time. At least here by maintaining our trees and hedges, so 
valuable for wildlife at all seasons and perhaps especially during the winter and spring, and with 
careful forward planting, we are doing something positive for the planet as well as ourselves. 
According to many studies, and recently promoted by the RHS especially, ‘gardens and green spaces 
are associated with better physical, social and mental health’, as well as ‘significant reductions in 
depression and anxiety’.  

Colin Weyer updates us in this issue on the Speedwatch campaign, and gives some surprising results 
in detail on page 7. It’s encouraging to think that the campaign is still ongoing, although 
disconcerting to find the numbers of speeders still fairly high, quite a few also without tax or valid 
MOT. Many thanks to all taking part in this project and bravely standing by the roadside, whatever 
the weather, to help make the Hill safer for us all. 

Our Nature Notes correspondent, Christian Hatton, has written an amusing and informative article 
on some members of the crow family, all of whom we are lucky enough to see in our gardens almost 
every day. They are perhaps not the most attractive birds, we may even dislike or distrust them – 
they do have some rather unpleasant habits – but we must admire their extraordinary intelligence; 
recent research has established that they are capable of forward planning, and display complex feats 
of memory. The full story is on pp. 8–9. 

Christmas is traditionally a time of celebration and indulgence, so what better than a delicious 
chocolate cake to offer friends and family in December? Lynne’s delectable Mars Bar cake oozes 
indulgence and will I’m sure prove extremely popular. It’s always very useful to have an alternative 
to the standard Christmas cake, which isn’t everyone’s favourite, and a chocolate cake is universally 
popular.  I can think of 4 grandchildren straightaway who will prefer it! 

Some special Christmas music is coming up at various venues in December, including the Carol 
Concert at Christ Church advertised on the facing page, so do check the Diary for dates and times.  

All very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, 

           Nicola
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Come	Visit	us	at	The	Fox!	

Come	and	 	enjoy	the	pleasures	of	your	
local	pub.		

We	offer	a	wide	range	of	beer	and	good	
wine,	and	a	 food	menu	which	our	chef	
varies	 to	 suit	 the	 season,	 using	 all	 the	
freshest	ingredients.	

As	 always,	 keep	 in	 touch	 with	 us	 via	
so c i a l	 med i a ,	 on	 ou r	 webs i te	
www.foxinnoxford.co.uk,	 or	 simply	 by	
popping	in!		

Tommy and the Team 

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors  

Melissa Hutcheson Interiors creates beautiful made-to-measure curtains, blinds and upholstery.

Offering Oxfordshire homeowners a friendly personal service, from design through to installation.

Advising clients on suitable fabrics, fixtures, and styling from the comfort of their own homes.

Melissa offers design, measuring & estimating advice free of charge.

www.melissahutcheson.co.uk   melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk   07847 558970 / 01865 200490

http://www.melissahutcheson.co.uk
mailto:melissa@melissahutcheson.co.uk
http://www.foxinnoxford.co.uk
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The Boars Hill Community Speedwatch project continues to catch out speed merchants driving through 
our neighbourhood.  Our volunteers have to operate within police rules which limit our sessions to daylight 
hours.  So, inevitably, we have far less time available as the winter approaches.  In addition, as we aim to 
keep volunteers as dry as possible, our opportunities are often further restricted at this time of year. 

Here is a summary of our activities taken directly from the police website. 

All those reported end up with a police traffic record which may count against them in the future. 

In reality, the percentage of speeders is higher than shown as those who are alert slow down as soon as 
they see our hi-vis jackets.  In addition we know very well that it is common practice for drivers heading 
the other way to flash warnings. 

However, at the end of the day, the prime purpose of our efforts is not so much to catch drivers as to cause 
them to slow down and maybe, over time, more and more traffic will drive at 30 as a matter of course just 
as most accept the speed limits on roads going into Oxford. 

Residents can assist by flashing their lights at any oncoming traffic which seems to be travelling 
excessively fast such that they may think we are waiting just round the corner! 

Colin Weyer

Speedwatch Latest 

Boars	Hill	Speedwatch	data	to	15	November	2023

Count of Speeders 30mph area          310  

% of All Records 100 %

Max Speeder 30mph area 65 mph

Average Speeder 30mph area 39 mph

Count All Sessions 30mph area 17  

Avg Speeders per Session 18  

Total number of Vehicles Passing 7,496  

Number of Sessions with Vehicles Passing 17  

Session time at roadside 32.5 Hours

Avg Vehicles Passing per Session 440  

Avg % Speeders/Session 4.1 %

Avg Offenders per hour            10 

Vehicles without MOT 9  

Vehicles without TAX 6  

Reported to TVP 310  

Excessive Speeders (> 1.5*Limit i.e. over 45mph) 20  

1
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Of all the birds we could focus on for Nature 
Notes, could there be any less inspiring than the 
crow?  These poor birds are not greatly favoured 
in the cultural landscape of the west – whether as 
representing Morrighan, the Irish goddess of death 
and destiny; or as the messenger of Coronis’s 
betrayal of Apollo (an apparently white bird, 
singed forever by the fire of Apollo’s fury); or as 
Odin’s spies in Norse mythology. However, while 
they are perhaps not immediately the most 
appealing of ornithological families, there is 
plenty to recommend this ancient group of birds. 

Not all crows are equal of course. The crow 
family is large: as well as the common carrion 
crow, its baggy-trousered agricultural cousin the 
rook, and the dapper and chatty jackdaw, we also 
have the rather more stylish magpie and jay, and 
the impressively-sized croaking raven.  All of 
these are found in and around Boars Hill. 

Starting with the grandest: ravens have a wingspan 
that may exceed four feet, and are among the 
heaviest of all perching birds.  While they are now 
seen in passing over Boars Hill, with their long 
wedge-shaped tail and deep hoarse croak 
highlighting their presence, they are certainly not 
long-term residents. Within a generation’s 
memory, ravens were confined to coastal and 
upland habitats (providing you don’t count the 
ones held at His Majesty’s pleasure at the Tower 
of London), but changes to the availability of such 
sites have pushed the raven progressively 
eastwards, and they are no longer hard to see 
locally. Although we do not get to observe their 
behaviour much, recent studies have suggested 
that ravens are strikingly intelligent, with a 
capacity to track objects, understand numbers, and 
interpret the actions of other species (including 
humans) that ranks them close to adult great apes 
in their cognitive ability. 

Their rather more sociable urban relatives are 
frequently seen locally, and their behaviour can be 
readily observed. Most gardens in Boars Hill will 
host the carrion crow, jackdaw, magpie and jay, 
with the latter three being common garden-
breeding species.  All are especially evident as 
autumn heads into winter. 

Nature Notes:  Corvids: Crafty and highly intelligent 

Carrion crow (Corvus corone) with attitude

Rook (Corvus frugilegus)  
– the bare patch around the bill is diagnostic; the 

feathered legs, giving a ‘baggy-trousered’ 
appearance are not visible here

The jackdaw (Coloeus monedula)  
– note the grey nape and beady eye

… behaviour shown to be a 
manifestation of forward planning, 
and complex episodic and spatial 

memory 
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Those who like an immaculate lawn may be rather 
irked by jays caching food for the winter – not 
least since some of the snacks they stash away for 
leaner times inevitably germinate and start to 
grow!  The jay especially stores acorns, which 
explains part of its scientific name, Garrulus 
glandarius (glandarius meaning ‘of acorns’; 
garrulus perhaps needs less explanation to anyone 
who has heard their loud rasping call).  The 
caching is not as random as it might appear: tame 
jays have been shown to be more accurate and 
reliable in their ability to recall the precise site of 
food caches than human volunteers – some 
achievement when we consider that their wild 
relatives will cache many hundreds of acorns each 
year.  The northern spread of the European oak has 
been attributed to the food-caching habits of this 
bold and striking corvid. 

Magpies (Pica pica) will feed on almost anything 
– and the medical term ‘pica’ describing a 
compulsion to eat substances which are not food is 
derived from the indiscriminate voraciousness of 
the magpie.  Unwelcome in our gardens is its 
penchant for consuming the eggs and nestlings of 
other bird species – but in autumn the magpie too 
will cache nuts and seeds for later consumption, 
and this behaviour has been shown to be a 
manifestation of forward planning, and complex 
episodic and spatial memory. Whether or not 
magpies will really steal your jewels remains an 
open question. 

Of course to observe the cognitive abilities of 
corvids at their most able, either close association 

or experimental conditions are required.  The 
former is certainly possible, and tame corvids are 
well documented (Charles Dickens famously had a 
pet raven of his own, which mimicked speech – a 
likely template for Grip in Barnaby Rudge). A 
number of biological research laboratories 
studying the subtlety of the memory, executive 
function and communication of crows have 
suggested that they are able to identify individual 
humans and tailor their responses to them, as well 
as perform remarkable feats of memory.  But even 
simple observation in the field can give clues to 
the canny nature of the corvids: the hungry crows 
nesting near a set of traffic lights at a Japanese 
University campus learned to use the ebb and flow 
of traffic to run over and crack open otherwise 
tricky-to-eat walnuts – always making sure they 
waited for a red light before swooping down to 
collect the spoils. 

The crows may not be the prettiest birds, but they 
are increasingly recognised as among the most 
intelligent species with which we share our 
environment – just as Aesop knew,  in 600 BC*. 

Christian Hatton 

*Aesop’s Fables, The Crow and the Pitcher

The Eurasian Jay (Garrulus glandarius) – the 
most colourful of the crow family, with its 

arresting blue wing flash, white rump and black 
moustachial stripe

The Eurasian magpie (Pica pica) 
One for sorrow?
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ARE YOU LOOKING TO CREATE YOUR DREAM HOME?

A RCHITEC T URE |  PL A NNING |  URBA N DESIGN

wwa-studios.com

@wwa_studios

Telephone nr: 0123 552 3139
Email: enquiries@wwa-studios.com

WWA has the knowledge and design experience to suit your lifestyle and taste, 
whether you are looking to design a new home or extend and remodel your existing 
property.
WWA is the trusted architectural and planning practice in Boars Hill and the 
surrounding area, having designed various new homes as well as remodelling and 
extending existing ones. This local knowledge is invaluable, and our planning team 
has a strong working relationship with the Vale of White Horse planning department, 
which assists our clients in navigating the planning system.
If you are facing high energy bills and want to make your home more energy e!cient 
by retrofitting an existing structure - whether renovating the fabric of the building, 
remodelling, or extending – we can help with our Certified Passivhaus Designers.
Our talented team provides professional advice prior to beginning a project and 
recommends the best solution for your property. We will create the home of your 
dreams with bespoke property designs you will enjoy for years to come.
Please contact us for a free initial Planning and Passivhaus consultation.
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I first had this recipe from a friend 40 years ago 
when microwaves were a fairly new thing and this 
was originally meant to be made in the 
microwave. It has undergone many changes and I 
don’t always use the same cake recipe. If you 
prefer a lighter cake, then substitute chocolate 
Victoria sponge instead. It’s my most requested 
recipe. This is definitely a recipe for chocoholics.  

225g plain flour 

325g caster sugar 

100g cocoa powder 

1 1/2 tsp baking powder 

1 1/2 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

2 large eggs 

250ml milk 

125ml vegetable oil, one without too much flavour 

250ml hot water 

Topping 

About 250–300g Mars Bars or more if you like 
lots of topping.  

2–3 tbsp milk 

Preheat oven to 160°C for a fan oven 

Grease and line 2 7 inch square tins or 2 9 inch 
round tins. Don’t use a loose-bottomed tin or the 
mixture will leak out.  

In a large bowl, combine all the dry ingredients, 
sifting in the cocoa powder until the mixture is 
lump free.  

Then add the eggs, milk and oil and combine until 
the mixture is smooth.  

Next add the water, in two lots, stirring well after 
each addition.  

Then pour the mixture into the prepared tins and 
bake for about 25 minutes until a wooden skewer 
comes out clean. If the cakes are getting too 
brown, turn the oven down to 150°C.  

Leave in the tins to cool. Trim if necessary.  

Meanwhile chop the Mars Bars finely and put into 
a microwaveable bowl with the milk.  

Heat on medium power for 1 minute then stir the 
mixture. Repeat this until all the bars have melted. 
It can be put in the fridge to cool. If liked, add a 
spoonful or so of cream before spreading onto one 
cake with a palette knife. Then place the other 
cake on top of the first one on a rack over a sheet 
of baking parchment. Spread the rest over the top. 
It will drip down the sides but can be collected and 
re-spread on the cake.  

I sometimes decorate it with crystallised violet or 
rose petals. 

Lynne Groom

Cooks' Corner 

Mars Bar Cake
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Coffee Mornings: Winter 2023 
New members always very welcome – you can just turn up at the coffee 
mornings, there is no need to phone the host. If anyone would like more 
information, knows of new members or would like to host a Friday or 
Saturday coffee morning, please contact Susanna or Janet:  
Susanna Hart  07900 864625  coffee@bhcm.info 
Janet Cochrane  07860 308009  coffee@bhcm.info 

December  
Saturday 2nd 11.00am: Coffee Morning – kindly hosted by George Robinson, Whitebarn, Sandy Lane, 
OX1 5HH  – All welcome  

Saturday 2nd 7.30pm: Chichester Psalms and Carmina Burana by the Oxford Bach Choir at the 
Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford. See ticketsoxford.com or Tel. 01865 305305. 

Tuesday 5th 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat. 

Friday 8th 7.45 for 8pm: at the Sunningwell School of Art. An illustrated talk for the Boars Hill Garden 
Club by Rob Jacobs, Head Gardener at Waterperry Gardens: ‘Waterperry: how we used to grow’.  

Sunday 10th 7pm: The Boars Hill Play Readers proudly present, Wife After Death, by Eric Chappell, at 
Youlbury House. More details on page 2. 

Tuesday 12th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way, tel. 0780 313 
6373 or  bhcraftgroup@gmail.com  There will be an optional group activity – making Christmas tree 
decorations with beads. Please contact Louise for information and attendance details. 

Saturday 16th 6–9pm: Boars Hill Christmas Drinks Party kindly hosted by Sarah Williamson and 
Richard Yarwood, Birch Copse. More details on page 2.  

Saturday 16th: Carols for all with the Oxford Bach Choir – see advert on page 16 for more details. 

Thursday 21st 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the third Thursday of every month for a drink and a chat 

January 2024 
Tuesday 2nd 6pm: Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat. 

Tuesday 9th 2pm: Craft session kindly hosted by Louise Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way,  
Tel. 0780 313 6373 or bhcraftgroup@gmail.com  We hope to have another optional group activity.  
Please let Louise know if you wish to attend (or would like more information about the Craft Group). 
Thursday 11th  7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton 
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. Bill King will talk about ‘A Walk along the Thames Path from 
Cirencester to Oxford’. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at a cost of £4. For more 
information contact Bob Goodenough via bha@boarshill.info  
Friday 12th 7–9pm: Boars Hill Garden Club AGM and Social, at the WADS Community Centre. Please 
bring a plate of finger food to share. (Please note the change from our normal venue). 
Thursday 18th 6pm:  Meet at The Fox on the third Thursday of every month for a drink and a chat. 
Friday 19th 12.00 for 12.30pm: The Ladies Christmas Lunch. Advance booking only with Susanna and 
Janet on coffee@bhcm.info or Tel. 07900 864625  
Saturday 20th 4pm: Drinks party and pop up shop in aid of Helen & Douglas Hospice kindly hosted by 
Birgit Berglund, Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells Heath   Tel. 01865 736751 

BHA Diary Entries 
December 2023 – February 2024

mailto:coffee@bhcm.info
mailto:coffee@bhcm.info
http://ticketsoxford.com
mailto:bhcraftgroup@gmail.com
mailto:bhcraftgroup@gmail.com
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:coffee@bhcm.info
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Wednesday 24th 7.30pm: Boars Hill Theatre Club, The Merchant of Venice 1936, at the Swan Theatre, 
Stratford Upon Avon. Depart Foxcombe Hall at 15.45, return approx 23.30. Closing Date 17th November 
2023. Contact Kathrine Tollis on 01865 735401 or Rosemary Maund at rosemary.maund@gmail.com. 
Friday 26th 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Trudi Woods, 23a Wootton Village (directly 
opposite where Old Boars Hill Rd enters Sandy Lane)   Tel. 07969 873953.  
Parking in car park opposite the church by the playground. 
Sunday 28th 4pm: Winter Talk: ‘The Oxford Canal and its Importance to Oxford’, by Mark Davies. 
Kindly hosted by Nigel Jones, Whitsun Meadows, Berkeley Road   OX1 5ET   Tel. 01865 730002. 

February 2024 
Friday 2nd  11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Antoinette Mackworth, Blagrove Cottage, Fox 
Lane   Tel. 07808 961747 

Tuesday 6th 6pm:  Meet at The Fox on the first Tuesday of every month for a drink and a chat. 

Thursday 8th 7.30pm: Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in the Wootton 
& Dry Sandford Community Centre. Stephen Barker will talk about ‘Soldiers, Saints and Sinners – 
Oxfordshire Characters from the British Civil War’. Tea and Coffee served from 7pm. Visitors welcome at 
a cost of £4.  

Friday 9th 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Julia Bennett, Hedderley House, Old Boars Hill   
Tel. 01865 321062  Additional parking in Jarn Way by lane leading to the house. 

Friday 9th 7.45 for 8pm: Boars Hill Garden Club talk and demonstration by Harriet Rycroft, writer & 
teacher of container gardening: ‘Pots for Hot Spots and Shady Characters’. At Sunningwell School of Art. 

Thursday 15th 6pm:  Meet at The Fox on the third Thursday of every month for a drink and a chat. 

Friday 16th 11.00am: Coffee Morning, supporting The British Heart Foundation, kindly hosted by Louise 
Edwards, Blackthorn, Jarn Way, Boars Hill   Tel. 01865 327500 

Saturday 24th 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Sandra Clarke, Wildwood, The Ridgeway  
OX1 5EZ   Tel. 01865 655998 – All Welcome 

Advance Notice 
Friday 1st March 2024 11.00am: Coffee Morning kindly hosted by Kathrine Tollis, Broom Hill Copse, 
Lincombe Lane, Boars Hill OX15DX Tel: 01865 735401 

Thursday 14th March 2024:  Wootton Dry Sandford and District History Society Meeting held in WADS 
Community Centre. Sean Callery will talk about ‘Cotswold Cornucopia – A Whirlwind tour taking in sites 
and stories, landmarks and surprises.’ 

Saturday 18th May 2024 11am–1pm: BH Garden Club Plant Sale at Broomhill Copse. This is a lovely 
social event with delicious cakes and refreshments. If you are splitting any herbaceous perennials at the 
moment, please consider setting some aside to contribute to the sale. If you’d like to support us by growing 
on some seeds or plug plants in Spring, that would also be great – please let us know by emailing 
 boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com  

Sunday 24th March 2024  4pm: Robert Evans, Regius Professor of History Emeritus at the University of 
Oxford, will give a talk entitled ‘An Oxford Suburb? The Evolution of Boars Hill’. At Whitsun Meadows, 
Berkeley Road; further details in the next newsletter. 

Sunday 16th June 2024:  NGS opening at Tanglewood, Blackthorn and Tall Trees, Jarn Way. More details 
to follow.

mailto:rosemary.maund@gmail.com
mailto:boarshillgardenclub@gmail.com
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After the glorious summer, we are now entering 
autumn and winter with their colourful display of 
leaves, darker nights, and unpredictable weather. 
Our green spaces at Boars Hill continue to share 
their wonderful array of flora and fauna. 

We thank you for continuing to be vigilant around 
livestock grazing to keep you, your animals and 
the livestock safe.  

Update on Green Spaces at Boars Hill 

Jarn Mound recently had some attention from the 
volunteer group Abingdon Green Gym (AGG) 
who cleared the slopes of the mound of bracken 
and bramble as well as clearing overhanging 
branches and ivy growth and scything the 
pendulous sedge along the sides of the pathway. 

AGG returned to the Elizabeth Daryush Memorial 
Garden in October to clear the summer growth of 
reeds and brambles that had started to encroach on 
the pond. Bracken was scythed to encourage the 
acid grassland species to flourish. Some attention 
was given to the area next to the pond where the 
bird feeder is sited; it has been replaced by a new 
and improved version which our volunteer Clive 
Smith hopes is squirrel-proof! Take a look next 
time you visit and see what you think.  

Across Boars Hill, we are working on updating the 
signage and wayfinding to make the network of 
routes across OPT’s green spaces clearer and to 
improve the visitor experience for all.  

Oxford Preservation Trust

Fungi in Matthew Arnold Reserve

Abingdon Green Gym working on Jarn Mound
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Our self-guided walks can be downloaded for free 
and enjoyed year-round: 

www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/walks-0  

What you can do to support OPT 

There is great potential across our landscapes to 
preserve and enhance their views and habitats and 
improve access. As a charity, work such as this 
would not be possible without the support of our 
members, donations and volunteers, so if you are 
not a member already, please do consider joining. 
For more information visit our website.  

We welcome you to get involved with future 
volunteering opportunities at Boars Hill and join 
the growing number of local residents who are 
keen to help. Currently, the majority of the work in 
our green spaces on Boars Hill is undertaken by 
external groups (such as AGG) and contractors, 
and with a limited budget. To join us in our efforts 
to get more local residents involved, please 
contact Hannah or call our office on 01865 
242918. Whatever your experience, age or ability, 
we are always looking for volunteers to support 
our work, which is usually once a month on a 
Saturday morning as well as occasional Sundays, 
but there are opportunities for weekdays too. All 
you need is suitable clothing, wellies and 
enthusiasm! 

Thank you to all of you who are OPT members, 
donors and volunteers for your continued support, 
which means a great deal to us. 

Hannah Brockwell, Green Spaces Officer, 
h.brockwell@oxfordpreservation.org.uk 

OPT Green Spaces: Old Berkeley Golf Course; 
Abraham Wood; Chilswell Fields; Signal Elm 
Field; Jarn Heath, Mound, Field and Wild 
Garden; Elizabeth Daryush Memorial Garden; 
Tommy’s triangle; Bus Stop Corner; Matthew 
Arnold Field & Reserve; and Lincombe Lane 
Field & Reserve. 

OPT owns these green spaces because as a charity 
we have bought or been donated this land over the 
past 95 years. This has been for the purpose of 
protecting and enhancing the green and historical 
setting of Oxford for the benefit of all. For more 
information about our work and to support us visit 
our website: oxfordpreservation.org.uk. 

New bird feeder in the Elizabeth Daryush 
Memorial Garden 

http://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/content/walks-0
mailto:h.brockwell@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
http://oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Carols  for All

Tickets from  
www.ticketsoxford.com

or phone 01865 305305Registered charity no: 233688

Saturday 16 December 2023, 7:30pm
Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford

with choirs & instrumentalists from  
Oxfordshire County Music Service

Conductor: Benjamin Nicholas

CC3046 OBC Carols For All Posters.indd   3CC3046 OBC Carols For All Posters.indd   3 24/10/2023   13:3824/10/2023   13:38

  

ScarificaCon	 Top-Dressing	
Hollow	Tining	 Removal	Weeds		
Lawn	AeraCon	 Moss	Control	
Over	seeding	 Professional	Service	

NO	CONTRACT	

Contact	Steve	

01865	331501/07894	983801	
Email:	cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com		
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Long-term residents of Boars Hill will have 
affectionate memories of Bruce Forsyth who lived 
for many years in the house he built in Lincombe 
Lane and died in Didcot aged 91 last July. The 
following is a resumé of the tribute paid to him by 
his son, Marc, at his funeral. 

Bruce was born in Birmingham, but his secondary 
school education was at Whitgift’s in Croydon 
where he developed his fascination with the 
sciences and in particular chemistry, but also 
forged friendships never forgotten and still strong 
right up until his passing.   Education also had 
hidden benefits for it was by attending inter-school 
dance lessons that he met the love of his life, his 
wife, Jeanette.   Following National Service in the 
RAF where he was involved in the rapidly 
developing science of RADAR, in 1950 Bruce 
took up his place at Selwyn College, Cambridge, 
to read Natural Sciences, which included 
Crystallography – a subject that lit a fire that 
became his life’s work and passion.  Research 
opportunities followed at the Cavendish 
Laboratory, time was spent on a PhD and post-

doctorate studies into the structure of Aluminium 
and transition metal alloys.   This work involved 
using the then leading-edge techniques of X-ray 
and later, Neutron diffraction.   To mere mortals 
this seems to be a case of firing atomic particles at 
a sample, and catching what bounces off.  You had 
to invent the equipment to analyse the results 
using computing techniques which in the early 
days, meant designing the computer first and then 
programs to do the work.   It was an exciting era 
and Bruce rubbed shoulders with people with 
massively diverse scientific interests including 
Crick and Watson who cracked the structure of 
DNA, Ryle the inventor of the radio-telescope 
and, unbeknown to Bruce, some notorious spies ! 

Research was by now his professional career.   He 
described it as being paid to pursue a hobby and 
passion.   In simple terms his vocation saw him 
follow the advancements of scientific facilities.   
In 1961 he moved to Britain’s first atomic reactor 
at Harwell and later to the adjacent Rutherford 
Laboratory.   Substantial periods of time were 
spent at research institutes in France, Switzerland, 
Germany and the USA including at the maternity 
ward for the atomic bomb, Los Alamos. 

Bruce has always been his own man, a fashion 
guru sporting his trademark cravat and sandals.   
The only known person to have stepped off a 
plane in Moscow in temperatures of minus 20 
wearing said sandals !   Bruce had an enormous 
capacity for steadfast friendships, many coming 
from chance encounters whether sheltering from 
the rain at Glyndebourne, on a train in Russia, or 
in a hairdresser’s in France.    

He and Jeanette have been active members of 
Christchurch in Abingdon for 60 years – he saw 
no conflict between his beliefs and his science.   
Bruce’s death will leave a large hole for everyone 
who knew him.   That news of his passing has 
been sent across Europe, Asia, The Americas and 
Russia to name but a few is an indication of just 
how far his life reached. 

Kathrine Tollis & Marc Forsyth 

Dr Bruce Forsyth 
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01235 603605             07866 944 288 
             taylorsarb@gmail.com 
  
·    Tree felling              Tree pruning 
·    Tree planting           Hedge cutting 
·    Hedge removal        Stump grinding

HeelaƐ HeaƟŶg Θ ReŶeǁableƐ 
BaǇǁŽƌƚh ChaƉel͕ 
BƌƵmcŽmbe LaŶe͕  
AbiŶgdŽŶ͕ OXϭϯ ϲQU 

Your local heaƟng professionals for:   
BŽileƌ ChaŶgeƐͶGaƐ͕ Oil Θ LPG Ύ  
ΎϭϮ Ǉeaƌ gƵaƌaŶƚee ŽŶ Ɛelecƚed WŽƌceƐƚeƌ bŽileƌƐ 

GaƐͬOil SeƌǀiciŶg Θ SafeƚǇ CheckƐ * 

BƌeakdŽǁŶ CŽǀeƌ Θ MaiŶƚeŶaŶce * 

High EfficieŶcǇ SǇƐƚem UƉgƌadeƐ * 

CŽmmeƌcial GaƐ HeaƟŶg * 

SŽlaƌ HŽƚ Waƚeƌ SǇƐƚemƐ * 

Aiƌ Θ GƌŽƵŶd SŽƵƌce Heaƚ PƵmƉƐ * 

PŽǁeƌ FlƵƐhiŶg Ύ 

Air CondiƟoning (F-gas Cooling & HeaƟng) *  

CelebƌaƟng Ϯϱн ǇeaƌƐ 

A Local WoƌceƐƚeƌ BoƐch Accƌediƚed InƐƚalleƌ and  
Which͍ TƌƵƐƚed Tƌadeƌ  

Call: 0ϭϴϲϱ ϯϮϳ0ϴϯ 
www.heelasheaƟng.co.uk 
info@heelasheaƟng.co.uk 

ΎTΘC aƉƉlǇ 
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Winter servicing, delivery & collection 
service available 

Please call or email for a quotation 

We repair all types of petrol driven machinery. 

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, 
Countax, Cub Cadet, Echo, Efco, Hayter, =�öÄĉ¬æ�, 
Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood, Wheelhorse.  

We repair Stihl and Honda machines too. 

We are always busy, but never to busy to  
have your machine ready within 7 - 10 days

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd.
30 years of repairing, servicing and selling 

all types of garden machinery.

Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Drayton, 
Abingdon, OX14 4EZ 

Tel: 01235 555115

Email: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk 

www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk 

Please see some photos from our last craft group 
meeting in October. It was our first group attempt 
at doing bead work. We meet on a monthly basis, 
and either do our own craft projects or sometimes 
have an optional group activity, which one of the 
members leads. We take turns in hosting the 
sessions. If anyone would like more information 
about the group or wishes to be added to our 

mailing list, please contact Louise 
Edwards at bhcraftgroup@gmail.com. 
Please see the diary entries for 
information about our December and 
January meetings. 

Louise Edwards 

Boars Hill Craft Group

mailto:bhcraftgroup@gmail.com
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OXFORD INTERIOR PROJECTS LTD
E S T. 19 9 4

Over the years we have delivered exceptional work in all trades, 
including interior and exterior decoration.

(PROVEN NOT PROMISED)

OXFORD INTERIORS | 07885 776 947
oxfordinteriors@hotmail.co.uk | www.oxford-interiors.co.uk

Trusted by Homeowners in Boars Hill, Oxford.
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At	Me	My	Spade	and	I,	we	provide	specialist	hor7cultural	services	to	a	broad	variety	of	clients,	both	
residen7al	and	commercial,	small	and	large.		We	provide	everything	you	need	from	design	and	plant	

selec7on,	hard	landscaping	and	installa7on,	to	regular,	periodic	maintenance.	

Please	call	now	to	arrange	a	free	quota7on	to	discuss	your	requirements.	

Tom	Nicholas:	07920	-	112	887		

	

Mower services Oxford
born out of 25 year’s experience in the 

garden machinery industry

• Mobile service engineer, all work is 
completed at the customer’s home

• Professional, reliable, and friendly service 
with extremely competitive prices.

• 99.2% services/repairs are completed within 
the scheduled appointment. All jobs are 
completed within 14 days parts dependent.  

• Training and preventative measures 
provided to all customers at no extra cost.

Mobile: 07851 028 063
Email: Darren.clarke@mowerservicesoxford.co.uk

www.mowerservicesoxford.co.uk
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Committee Meeting  
Held at Yew Cottage, Old Boars Hill   

7 pm on Wednesday 1 November 2023 
Present: Kate O’Donovan (Chair), Nigel Jones 
(Sec), Colin Weyer (Treasurer), Kathy Blazewicz, 
Michael Edwards, Ann Loescher.   
By Zoom: Nicola Park (Newsletter Editor), Pat 
Gove , Ray Allen, Peter Groom, Louise Jacobs. 
The WiFi link was intermittent and finally failed.    
Apologies:  None. 

1. Minutes from previous meeting.  Approved. 

2. Treasurer’s Report  
Total revenue for the 10 months to 31st Oct was 
£4,891 with Subs, at £2,261, and Advertising, at 
£2,610, both showing significant increases. 
Over 20 residents had signed up specially to 
participate in BHA Chat and the Speedwatch 
programme. Expenditure was £2,921 of which 
more than half was for printing. The surplus of 
£1,950 contributed to reserves of £8,083.   

3. Chair’s Report 
There are three BHA WhatsApp groups: BHA 
Watch on which residents report actual or 
suspected criminal activity; BHA Chat which is 
proving a very successful initiative with a 
steady increase in participants (over 100) 
requesting and sharing general information on 
Boars Hill activities and, lastly, the new BHA 
Kids group for parents and grandparents, 
already with 24 members. 

4. Christmas Drinks Party 
This will be held on Saturday 16th December at 
Birch Copse courtesy of Sarah Williamson and 
Richard Yarwood.  In view of the limited 
parking, attendance will be limited to 80 who 
must be paid-up members of the BHA before 
30th November. Admission by ticket only. 

5. The Christmas Play Reading 
It is hoped to hold a Christmas Play reading – 
details of which will be circulated. 

6. BHA 50th Anniversary 
2024 will be the 50th anniversary of the BHA. 

This will be celebrated in early summer 2024 – 
date to be announced.   

7. Autumn Speakers 
Nigel Jones reported that two speakers had been 
booked and details will be announced shortly. A 
discussion took place regarding the possibility 
of making a small payment to secure those who 
speak professionally but a decision was 
postponed in view of the absence of several 
members of the committee. 

8. Oxford Preservation Trust 
Ray Allen agreed to be BHA committee point of 
contact for the OPT and will represent the 
interests of Boars Hill. 

9. Next Meeting  
The next committee meeting will be held on 
Thursday, 1 February, 2024 at 7pm. The venue 
will again be Yew Tree Cottage, kindly hosted 
by Michael Edwards and John Hewitt.  

Nigel Jones – Secretary, BHA

Boars Hill Association Committee Minutes
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents 
Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the BHA and if you have 
moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the Newsletter 
annually. To become a full member please contact the Membership Secretary; a suggested minimum 
subscription is £10 per household per annum, with a £5 reduction for those living alone. 

Information and Contributions  
Articles for the Summer Newsletter: Contributions to Nicola Park via bha@boarshill.info. The deadline 
for copy is 10th February 2024.  Please contact the editor well in advance if possible to discuss subject and 
word count. Articles may be edited to maintain house style and for reasons of space; the editor’s decision is 
final. Photos should be sent in as high resolution as possible.   

Credits:  Cover picture and all photos in Nature Notes, pp. 8–9, taken by James S. Wainscoat on Boars 
Hill. All other photos by contributors of individual articles.  

Desk Top Publishing:  John Park (also incidental images and photos).  

Diary Events:  Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid 
clashes.  Final details should be sent by email to Louise well before the copy date whenever possible.  

Membership Secretary:  Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road  OX1 5DG  email: bha@boarshill.info  

Advertisements: Please contact Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising 
in the newsletter.  Small non-commercial adverts may be included free of charge. 

Distribution:  Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher (via 
bha@boarshill.info). 

Copy Date for Diary and Next Issue – 10th February 2024 

BHA Website – www.boarshill.info 

 
Disclaimer:  Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is 
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, 

then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst 
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility 

for their accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions. 

© BHA 2023 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher. 

Printed by Solopress

mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
mailto:bha@boarshill.info
http://www.boarshill.info
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