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The Chairman’s Column

Welcome to this season’s edition of the BHA
Newsletter. You may have noticed that the title to
this page has changed from “Editorial” to “The
Chairman’s Column”. This is because | am
delighted to announce that we now have a new
member on the committee who has joined us to
become the newsletter editor. Nicola Park, who
moved to Lincombe Lane last year, has many
years’ experience as editor for an in-house
magazine with Shell International.

As acting editor over the last two years | have
often thought of updating the newsletter. With
Nicola at the helm and her own ideas, | hope you
will notice some improvements in future editions.
The first of these changes is that the editor will
write the editorial (why it has traditionally been
written by the chairman is a mystery to committee
members) and the Chairman will have a separate
piece — “The Chairman’s Column”.

Other news is that the BHA had its first (and very
successful) AGM via Zoom on 2nd September.
Although | was feeling quite Zoomed-out by then,
I really enjoyed seeing faces of friends not seen
for a while. Covid has had a significant effect on
the BHA social scene and we will unfortunately
not be able to have our annual Christmas party or
play reading event. However, | am delighted to
tell you that Louise Edwards has organised some
virtual coffee mornings and Garden Club events
online - please see the Diary for details. We would
also like to invite people to give talks via Zoom
over the winter season, or indeed at any time of
the year. Please contact the secretary, Nigel Jones,
via bha@boarshill.info if you have a topic you or
someone else might like to present.

On the topic of Covid, the BHA Support Hub
continues to offer a surprising range of help so,
with the winter coming and the prospect of tighter
restrictions, please do not hesitate to contact us,
(bha@boarshill.info ) even simply for moral
support and a friendly person with whom to chat.
Not all residents have family close by so please
consider the BHA to be part of your extended
family.

Boars Hill has a long tradition of having many
fine bakers amongst us and it seems the art of
baking has become popular everywhere with the
arrival of Covid and associated restrictions. As
part of the revamp, | thought it would be great to
have a new regular feature “Cooks’ Corner” where
we can share our favourite seasonal recipes — not
just baking but all things culinary. Jean Davidson,
herself an excellent baker, has agreed to start off
with one of her own favourite specialities. If you
have a special recipe to share, please send a copy
to the editor.

The PHBS is intending to submit a revised
planning application to the Vale, possibly before
Christmas. you can view the basic details via this
link: www.phbs-consultation.com/detailed-
proposals Whilst the external appearance is a
change in the right direction, in my view, the
concern is not just about protecting Boars Hill for
future generations but also about setting a
precedent for Green Belt principles to be
overridden anywhere. But perhaps you have
different views. Do make your opinions count
whether in support of or objection to the scheme.
Ripon Lodge, part of the PHBS campus, was
recently refused planning consent and The Friends
of Boars Hill have written elsewhere describing
the significance of this decision.

Finally, this year will be a Christmas like no other.
Many households will be breaking with long term
family traditions and the festive period may not
seem quite so festive. Rather than viewing
restrictions as a problem, perhaps we can see them
as an opportunity to create new traditions. Maybe
we can connect with family who would, anyway,
have been too distant to see in person this
Christmas, and have virtual gatherings larger than
any family gathering before.

On that note, and on behalf of the BHA, | wish
you and all your families, wherever they are, a
wonderful holiday season.

Kate O’Donovan - Chair BHA




Editorial

As Kate mentioned in her Chairman’s Column, | have recently taken on the editorship of the Boars
Hill Association newsletter and | hope you will enjoy the few changes we have instigated as well as
the higher quality paper and two colour pages. My thanks to Kate and all members of the BHA
committee who have welcomed me very kindly and helped hugely with their suggestions. Please bear
with any mistakes | may inadvertently have made.

We are always on the look out for interesting articles on subjects of relevance or special interest, as
well as accompanying photos or drawings. Please send them to me directly - details on the inside
back page. We would also love to find a cartoonist who would be willing to draw for us, but perhaps
that is too much to hope for!

We would like to make the newsletter even better in the future, informative as to what’s going on in
Boars Hill, entertaining and possibly in colour throughout, but in order to achieve this we rely on
some funding from our readers. Colin Weyer, Treasurer of the BHA, has attached a polite reminder
for subscriptions at the end of this newsletter. The advertisements from our loyal supporters help pay
for some of our running costs but we don’t want to overwhelm the newsletter with ads - our priority
is to keep lots of space free for your articles. Please remember to renew your subs - 4 newsletters for
£10 is pretty good value!

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy winter,
Nicola

Boars Hill Quiz

Pat Gove sent in this first photo for our new feature. Do we know Boars Hill as well as we think we do?

Where is this building and what is it? (answer inside back cover) Quiz to continue next issue...




Oxford COVID-19 Vaccine News

The Clinical Director of the NIHR Clinical
Research Network, Thames Valley and South
Midlands discusses current research in Oxford:

“l am writing to give an update on the COVID-19
vaccine studies that have been running in our area.
I lead a network that delivers clinical research in
the NHS. We have been supporting the work of the
amazing Oxford Vaccine Group at University of
Oxford on delivering the COVID-19 vaccine, that
offers us real hope for an end to the pandemic.

Oxford Vaccine Group have been at the forefront
of research into a vaccine for COVID-19. With the
first news of COVID-19 coming from China in
January the team swung into action to start work
on the vaccine and has now enrolled more than
10,000 people in the UK with further recruitment
taking place overseas. The vaccine has already
been shown to be safe and induce a strong
immune response. Half of the study volunteers
have received the novel vaccine, and half have
received a vaccine for Meningitis-B, which will
not offer protection from COVID-19. Participants
all received an initial vaccination, and then a
booster vaccination, which have been taking place
over the last few weeks. Once these are all in place
then the immunity from the virus can be tested.

One of the only positives of current rising rates of
infection is that we will know the answer to this
vital question more quickly.

The university has partnered with AstraZeneca, a
British-Swedish multinational pharmaceutical
company, for the further development, large-scale
manufacture and potential international
distribution of the vaccine and has secured a
commitment to supply more than two billion
doses. Therefore, if the vaccine does work, then it
will be made available very rapidly. Both partners
have agreed to operate on a not-for-profit basis for
the duration of the coronavirus pandemic.

Whilst the Oxford vaccine study is nearing
completion, there are several other vaccines being
developed by other groups, and these will also be
looking for participants over the next couple of
months. If you are interested in taking part, you
can sign up at NHS vaccine registry. This is
available to anyone over 18, with or without
existing health conditions. See link below.”

Belinda Lennox, Lincombe Lane




Update on the Development at
Foxcombe Hall

As many of you will be aware, the most recent
concern has been the planning application by
PHBS for a change of use on Ripon Lodge in Jarn
Way to a 6 bedroomed, B&B hostel for a manager
and up to 9 visitors. You may remember that the
Friends of Boars Hill and the BHA wrote to the
Hill’s residents in early March sharing the view
that this was an inappropriate use for the Green
Belt and that it was wrong for it to be considered
before the fate of Foxcombe Hall itself had been
decided. The Vale received objections from 53
households: a very strong example of local action
in the face of this threat to our community. We are
very grateful that so many have stayed firm on
this.

After several months in abeyance, the application,
accompanied by a strongly worded officers’ report
recommending approval, was brought to the
Committee. The Friends immediately analysed
the report and found it wanting in accuracy,
substance and tone. For those of you who may
have missed it, their analysis of the report and
copies of their letters may be found on their
website: www.friendsofboarshill.org/news.htm

The Committee meeting on October 21st was,
for many of us, a time of high drama as it was
streamed live and the action could be followed
‘blow by blow’ as it happened. It had been thanks
to our local District Councillor, Val Shaw, that the
application had been called in for discussion at the
Planning Committee rather than decided by
officers. ~ She, once again, did us proud by
standing down as Chair in order to make a telling
critique of it. A recording of the meeting can be
watched on YouTube, at “Vale of White Horse
Planning Committee 21 10 2020”. The result was
a magnificent endorsement of local objections as
the Councillors voted unanimously to reject the
application. This was particularly satisfying
because it both confirmed their commitment to the
Green Belt and exposed the attitudes and
arguments that are likely to be deployed over the
main application, still expected before Christmas,
for Foxcombe Hall itself.

The developers want the Foxcombe Hall
application to be seen as merely extending an

educational use. In fact, the recent history of
Foxcombe Hall has not involved any campus-
based teaching, just day-time administrative work,
and has not had a residential use for about half a
century. Analysis of the Ripon Lodge application
also threw more light on the population density
issue which will so affect our area. The Dean of
Peking HSBC Business School has publicly stated
that 200 would be a viable number of residential
students for their Foxcombe Hall campus. We
know from their website that they consider two
students to a room to be a norm. Since they are
now planning to build 72 student accommodation
units at Foxcombe Hall, they could immediately
accommodate 144 people before they add on the
occupants of any ‘ancillary’ buildings such as
North Lodge. By any reckoning, this is still
massive development for a highly sensitive
location.

PHBS seems very determined to take every
advantage of this prestigious setting and may
appeal the Ripon Lodge decision. As far as its
main application on the Hall itself is concerned,
we will keep you posted on the details when we
have them. There will be a six week consultation
period during which your views can be expressed
to the Vale Planning Department so please keep
reading your e-mails over whatever holiday period
Covid allows us.

The Friends of Boars Hill

Changes at the Pharmacy

It is very difficult to say goodbye to Duncan Rand
and his wonderful team who have been fixtures in
Wootton for many years, and our go-to-guys for
health services and information. We wish Duncan
all the very best in his retirement.

The pharmacy has been bought by Mr Sangit
Clare, “Sanj”, who will continue to employ local
people and plans to offer new services including
flu injections, vaccinations and text messages
when prescriptions are ready for collection.

The pharmacy has previously been threatened with
closure and that threat may return. If we want to
keep our pharmacy, we need to use it.

Ann Loescher
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BHA Diary Entries
November 2020 to January 2021

All coffee morning events listed below will be held online using the Zoom video facility. Please contact
Louise Edwards (via bha@boarshill.info) for further information/email invitation link. Zoom offers the
option to break out into smaller chat rooms to facilitate conversations with small groups of people.

Craft sessions are being held in person or online on an ad hoc basis. Please contact Louise if you would
like more information/to be included in the email distribution list.

Boars Hill Garden Club (BHGC) event details are circulated to the BHGC membership list. Again, please
contact Louise.

November
Friday 13th, 11am — 12.30pm: Ladies' Online Coffee Morning

Friday 13th, 7.30 for 8pm: BHGC Online Talk “Ornamental Grasses and the Autumn Garden” given by
Sarah Pajwani, the owner of St Timothee, Pinkneys Green nr Maidenhead, whose garden we visited in
February this year. Sarah will talk to us about how to use grasses in combination with key foliage shrubs
and super late flowers to create pleasing Autumn scenes. Sarah's passion is to create a garden that is
interesting all year round and to do it in a way that is relatively easy to manage. St Timothee was featured
this year in the September issue of Country Homes and Interiors.

Friday 27th November, 11am — 12.30pm: Ladies’ Online Coffee Morning

December

Saturday 5th, 11am — 12.30pm: Online Coffee Morning - everyone welcome. See details above.
Friday 11th, 11am - 12.30pm: Ladies’ Online Coffee Morning

Friday 11th, 7.30 for 8pm: BHGC Online AGM, activity (possible quiz — tbc) and Christmas Drinks Party
via the Zoom video conferencing facility. Further details to follow.

January 2021
Saturday 9th, 11am — 12.30pm: Online Coffee Morning — everyone welcome.
Friday 22nd, 11am — 12.30pm: Ladies’ Online Coffee Morning.

Advance Notice

May Sunday 2nd, 1.30 — 5.30pm: Old Boars Hill Group NGS Garden Opening. ALL WELCOME.
June Saturday 5th, 10am — 12 noon: BHGC Plant Sale & Coffee Morning. ALL WELCOME.




Boars Hill Groups

Some groups are managing to hold virtual events -
see below - while some are on hold during this
difficult period.

Coffee Mornings

Traditionally, ladies’ coffee mornings are held on
Fridays at 11am during term time. In the past, we
have had enough hosts to mean that most people
will host only once every 2 years. However, our
pool of hosts has diminished significantly over the
past 2 years or so.

We are always looking for new hosts — please
contact me if you are new to the Hill, or are now
able potentially to host a Friday morning session.
We have various equipment available to borrow,
including cups and saucers, a large water boiler, 2
cafetieres and a 3 litre coffee pot.

Coffee mornings are attended on a drop-in basis,
offer a good way in which to meet local people
and find out about other neighbourhood activities.
There is an annual lunch towards the end of June,
which runs on a “bring and share” food basis.

Occasional Saturday coffee mornings have also
been organised, to which everyone is welcome.

Due to Covid, Zoom is now being used and the
option for break out rooms (smaller groups in a
chat room) may be useful in simulating a normal
coffee morning. If you would like to join in,
please let me know.

Louise Edwards, 327500 or 07803 136373,
via bha@boarshill.info

Curry Club

The Boars Hill Curry Club meets every 3 or 4
months and is regularly attended by 10 to 20
people from a group of about 50 on the mailing
list. The usual format is to meet up at a pub at
7:30pm and then go on to a curry restaurant at
8pm. To keep things simple, we typically have a
set meal consisting of poppadoms, starter and
main course. The cost of the meal and drinks at
the restaurant is divided equally by the number of
people attending. It's always nice to welcome new
faces, so if you'd like to be added to the mailing
list please email Dave Gove.

Dave Gove via bha@boarshill.info

Garden Club

Founded in 1999 by 3 keen lady gardeners, the
Garden Club has an annual programme of events,
with monthly talks Friday evenings October to
March, and approximately 6 days or half days of
garden visits in the summer. We often car-share for
visits and sometimes a coach is hired.

An annual plant sale is held in May or June.
Previous events

Winter visit to St Timothee, in Pinkneys Green. An
introductory talk with photos by the owner Sarah
Pajwani followed by coffee/tea and homemade
cakes and a guided walk around the garden. Sarah
will talk to us via Zoom about “Grasses and the
Autumn Garden” - see Diary entry.

March talk - Rosy Hardy from Hardy’s Cottage
Garden Plants (RHS Chelsea Flower Show 24 x
Gold Medal Winners) gave a talk and
demonstration about *“Early Spring Flowering
Perennials” and brought a range of plants for sale.

Planned events

In conjunction with Brightwater Holidays, a 3 day
garden holiday has been organised for the last few
years, with trips to Wales, Norfolk, Dorset and
Devon and currently a 4 day holiday to Shropshire
is planned for 2021 (postponed from 2020).

Contact Louise Edwards as above

Sailing Club

Many who live on the Hill enjoy boating of one
form or another. Several are experienced blue
water cruisers. Others have their own boats and
enjoy coastal hopping. One or two are into power
boats whilst others prefer dinghy sailing.
Whatever your interest, beginner or experienced,
come and join the Boars Hill Sailing Club and
meet like-minded enthusiasts, share experiences
and get out on the water.

For further details email Philip Waddy :
via bha@boarshill.info




Family Meet-Up Group

We’re a group of people with young kids who
enjoy getting together to chat, play and share info.
We're open to all and welcome families with
children of all ages, especially those new to the
area. Members take turns to host (we are hoping
for more volunteers) and sometimes we get around
to organising dinners for busy mums and/or dads.
We have a closed facebook group where you can
join in. Our events are listed on this facebook

page.

Contact Claire Taylor or Fiona Story for info
via bha@boarshill.info

Craft Group

This group meets one afternoon a month. Crafts
include knitting, sewing, cross stitch, crochet - or
bring some mending or just come for a chat.
People take turns in hosting, offering tea and cake.

We also have the occasional craft session where
one or more of us will demonstrate how to make
lavender wands, Christmas decorations, spice

garlands, origami etc. This runs on a drop in basis,
and all are welcome. There are usually between 4
and 10 attendees at any one session.

After this second lockdown we hope to organise a
few meetings of up to 6 people via email.

Contact Louise Edwards as above

Theatre Club

The Boars Hill Theatre Club was started in 2011
by Rosemary Maund and Kathrine Tollis for
friends and neighbours to enjoy relaxed visits
together to theatres, concerts, musicals, ballet,
opera etc. A coach takes us to the venue, there is
an optional lunch or supper, we have good seats in
the theatre, from where we are picked up to travel
home - no parking problems or late trains!
Outings are every six weeks and number 61 events
so far at the National Theatre, Old Vic, ENO,
Royal Albert Hall and West End theatres in
London, but also in Stratford, Guildford,
Cheltenham, Windsor and Newbury.

Call Kathrine (01865 735401/07860 414812) or
Rosemary (01865 735933/07540 770881)

Craft Group - with social distancing!




Specialists in Garden and Grounds Maintenance

At Me My Spade and |, we provide specialist horticultural services to a broad variety of
clients, both residential and commercial, small and large. We provide everything you need
from design and plant selection, hard landscaping and installation, to regular, periodic
maintenance.

With decades of experience, our team can provide everything you need to design, install
and maintain gardens and estates of all sizes, throughout the year. Whether you need
assistance with a modest country cottage garden, an entire estate, stately home or
commercial premises, we’ll work with you to provide a truly, outstanding service.

We are currently working alongside existing Boars Hill residents and would like to
offer any new customer a 10% discount on any visit during 2020. Just quote Boars
Hill Newsletter to take advantage of this offer.

Please call now to arrange a free quotation to discuss your requirements.

Tom Nicholas: 07920 — 112 887
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Sir Roger Penrose
wins 2020 Nobel prize

It is most unusual for a mathematical physicist to
be awarded a Nobel Prize, so we are delighted to
hear the news that a long term resident of Boars
Hill, Sir Roger Penrose, is the recipient of such an
accolade. The 2020 Nobel Prize for Physics has
been awarded jointly to Roger Penrose, Reinhard
Genzel and Andrea Ghez for their work on black
holes. The Nobel Committee cites Roger “for the
discovery that black hole formation is a robust
prediction of the general theory of relativity”,
and Genzel and Ghez “for the discovery of a
supermassive compact object at the centre of our
galaxy”, so massive that even light cannot escape
its gravitational pull. However, it was not until the
early 20th century when Albert Einstein created
his general theory of relativity that scientists had
the mathematical tools to investigate black holes
with mathematical precision. But even then, there
was confusion over whether a black hole could
form in nature. One big concern was the idea that
any departure from perfect spherical symmetry of
an object could prevent it from collapsing to a
singularity — a single point in space and time. This
was an important consideration because rotating
stars do not have spherical symmetry.

After a ‘Flash of Insight” when walking across a
zebra crossing in London in 1965 Roger went on
to develop new mathematical tools for describing
how a star could collapse to a black hole and
devised a rigorous proof that the formation of a
black hole is entirely consistent with general
relativity. In particular, he introduced the concept
of the “trapped surface” — a closed 2D surface
with the property that all light rays orthogonal to
the surface converge when traced toward the
future. A trapped surface is formed in the early
stages of the gravitational collapse of a star and
once it has formed, the system must collapse to a
singularity, creating a black hole. Crucially, Roger
showed that this applies irrespective of the
symmetry of the collapsing object. This ground-
breaking proof of the formation of black holes is a
landmark contribution to the application of
Einstein’s general theory of relativity.

It is most unusual for a
mathematical physicist to be
awarded a Nobel Prize

Roger has since contributed greatly in many other
areas of mathematical physics. Visitors to the new
Mathematical Institute in Oxford will be intrigued
seeing the use of Penrose A-Periodic Tiling
consisting of only two different shaped tiles.
Interestingly Roger has recently turned his
attention to Quantum Biology to bring a deeper
insight into mechanisms of cell communication
and coherency across neurons, important in human
consciousness, physiology and health. Perhaps a
second Nobel Prize in Medicine awaits? The BHA
would like to extend an invitation for Roger and
his wife Vanessa to return to Boars Hill to give a
Sunday afternoon talk on “His Flash of Insight.’

Dr Roger Davidson, 25 October 2020
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Walking on Boars Hill

Due to popular demand we have been asked to
recommence these relaxed and informative
occasions as soon as possible and we hope that
many members will enjoy the walks we plan to
offer. The walks have been put on hold during the
unpredictable winter weather, but we should be
able to begin our regular programme again in the
spring and look forward to its more clement
weather and sunny days.

All things being equal we may also be able to stop
off for a pub lunch or afternoon tea en route, as
we have done in the past.

For the benefit of new residents, we’d like to give
a flavour of our walks by summarising a few lines
from a previous newsletter, describing one of the
walks of a few years ago:

“On the hottest afternoon of the summer,
September 9th, ten eager Boars Hill walkers set
off from St Peter's Church, Wootton, on a stirring
walk through the countryside.

We were aware of the sweet silence as we walked
over hills and fields and along winding lanes,
through woods and across streams. Nature brings
beauty in which we can all share and on that
afternoon the splendour of Boars Hill was
apparent.

We eventually arrived back at Sandy Lane in Old
Boars Hill, and then crossed various stiles into
fields that led us to a final footpath and we
assembled back at the church. The walk had taken
approximately two hours, and everyone agreed it
had been a most enjoyable Sunday afternoon.”

Pat Gove and Kathy Blazewicz
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The Eco Corner

There are two contending schools of thought about
gardens: the Another-Name-for-Wildflower-is-
Weed school and the Another-Name-for-Weed-is-
Wildflower. This column is for scholars of the
second school.

The word of the moment in caring for the
environment is ‘meadow’. We are being
encouraged to allow meadows to flourish and to
make new meadows, even very small ones.
Indeed, a square meter of ground given over to
meadow plants can be a life saver for urban
wildlife, particularly insects.

My daily walk takes me past what used to be a
meadow and is now what | can only call a tall
lawn. All the wild flowers and ‘weeds’ have been
mowed out of it and it is all grass now. To some
eyes that is what a field should look like but it is
unnatural and requires the burning of fossil fuel
and causes noise pollution in order to maintain it.
Indeed it has been de-meadowed.

My small patch of meadow will not make up for
the loss of that one but it will help. Pollinators
and other insects use my meadow and they attract
birds and small mammals. That may not sound
like much but it is a small and essential cog in the
natural machinery of keeping our world going.

| started it last spring by digging a few round
patches out of my lawn and planting some
wildflower seeds. Some lovely flowers sprang up
within weeks but now more work is required. |
am in the process of digging out matted roots of
couch grass so I can put in more meadow seed. |
am using the soil the moles push up nightly to fill
in the pits made by my diggings out and find 1
welcome the new mounds of lovely top soil
instead of trying to think of ways to dispatch the
moles. Mad? There are so many more important
things to give my life to than fighting an
expensive and protracted battle against those
pretty amazing little creatures.

There is a lot of advice out there about how to
make a meadow and maintain it, so choose your
source. | am following the frequently encountered
suggestion to use yellow rattle to suppress grass
and that then allows more wild flowers and more
interesting grasses to grow.  There are some

absolutely lovely meadows to be made, with the
reds and blues and yellows of native wild flowers
and | would love to have a meadow like that. But

Pollinators and other insects use
my meadow and they attract birds
and small mammals

I will not fuss. 1 will dig and plant and follow the
mow-twice-a-year rule and see what | get.

Earlier this year | gave a small corner of my
nascent meadow to a few potatoes but ate them
and cleared it midsummer and it is already
showing signs of fox gloves and field poppies
taking over. | find it all so amazing and alive!

Ann Loescher
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http//www.Macmillan.org.uk/followthestars

PLEASE JOIN US

"Follow the Stars - A Celebration of
Christmas” is a Carol Concert event,
reimagined for 2020, for Macmillan Cancer
Support. It features carols, music and
readings from Oxford's Christ Church
Cathedral and uplifting, thought-provoking
pieces from some wonderful celebrities,
some from their own homes. Joanna Lumley,
Stephen Fry, Jeremy Irons, Alexander
Armstrong, Alexander's chorister son and
baritone Roderick Williams are amongst the
talented performers and film professionals
who have all kindly given their time so that
100% of donations raised will go directly to
Macmillan.

Premiering online on 11th December at 8pm
and available to view until 31st December,
it will be free to all. Visit
Macnillan.org.uk/followthestars for pre-
registration and an invitation to watch.

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
EARLY MORNING
BOARS HILL
HINKSEY HILL
& BEYOND
RING MR GILL

01865 326625

1235 603605 07866 944 288
taylorsarb@gmail.com

Tree felling
Tree planting
Hedge removal

Tree pruning
Hedge cutting
Stump grinding
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Cooks' Corner

Yorkshire Parkin

A seasonal bake for November, Parkin is a sticky
spiced gingerbread flavoured with black treacle
and brown sugar that is traditionally eaten on Guy
Fawkes Night, 5th November. Not many of my
Oxfordshire friends had heard of Parkin, but when
I was growing up in the North of England it was a
familiar treat, eaten in front of a roaring bonfire,
and a little research confirmed that it does indeed
originate in Yorkshire. The recipe was possibly
created some time during the Industrial Revolution
by working class folk for whom oats and treacle
were available at the time.

Just as important as the ingredients is the ageing
of the Parkin. Ignore the temptation to indulge on
the day it is made, despite the delicious aroma
when lifting it hot
out of the oven!
Parkin needs to be
kept in an airtight
tin or box for at
least a week for its
flavours and
stickiness to
develop.

Ingredients

2259 medium oatmeal
1109 SR flour

A pinch of salt

1 teaspoon baking powder
200g golden syrup

25¢ plus 1 teaspoon black treacle
110g unsalted butter

110g soft brown sugar

2 teaspoons ground ginger
1 large egg, beaten

15ml milk

A 20cm (8”) square cake tin, lined with baking
parchment

Method

Pre-heat the oven to 140C, 130C Fan oven, Gas
Mk 1

Stir together the oatmeal, flour, ginger, baking
powder and salt in a large mixing bowl.

Weigh the syrup, treacle, butter and sugar into a
saucepan and heat gently until the butter has
melted. Do not allow it to boil.

Gradually stir the hot ingredients into the dry
mixture until it is thoroughly blended.

Next stir in the beaten egg, and lastly the milk.

Pour batter into the prepared tin and bake on the
middle shelf for 1hr45mins - 2 hours.

Cool in the tin for 20 minutes before lifting out
onto a rack. Don’t worry too much if the Parkin
sinks a little in the middle - try to avoid opening
the oven while cooking to reduce the possibility!

When cooled, store in an airtight container for at
least a week before cutting into squares to serve.

Enjoy!

Jean Davidson
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“reensleeves

Lawn Treatment Experts

*  Scarification *  Top-Dressing

*  Hollow Tining *  Removal Weeds

*  Lawn Aeration *  Moss Control

*  Over seeding *  Professional Service
NO CONTRACT

Contact Steve

01865331501/07894983801

Email: cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com
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Oxford Preservation Trust

We hope you and your loved ones are safe and
well, and that you have been enjoying the OPT
green spaces in and around Boars Hill. Even as
the weather starts to turn it is still great to get
outside and experience the changing landscape as
leaves turn amazing colours and winter
approaches.

There is always lots of work to do on OPT land
and this time of year is no different as we carry out
scheduled works including those to trees and
hedgerows, and of course there are many jobs that
our wonderful volunteers help us with, so why not
consider joining in?

Our next work party is at Jarn Heath on Saturday
21 November, 9.30am to 12.30pm. Look out for
future dates on the OPT noticeboards or sign-up as
a volunteer and we can send you the dates.

Our volunteers work alongside us to look after
OPT land in and around Oxford. There is plenty to
do for all ages and abilities and no previous
experience is necessary, just lots of enthusiasm!

In line with government guidance, this work party
will have limited numbers and will follow social
distancing guidelines so do let us know in advance
if you would like to attend.

Please wear stout shoes or wellies and old clothes.
Please bring your own gardening gloves and hand
tools if you can. Please also bring with you a drink
and biscuit as unfortunately at the moment we are
unable to provide this.

As a charity all our crucial work, including
looking after our green spaces at Boars Hill,
would not be possible without the support of our
members, donors and volunteers. Thank you to all
of you who are OPT members for your continued
support which means a great deal, especially in
these difficult times.  Our members and the
support they show is vital to our work to ensure
that Oxford’s heritage and its special setting is
looked after for us all to enjoy, so if you can,
please join us now. Becoming a member is easy —
you can do so online http://bit.ly/2joinopt or by
telephoning the office on 01865 242918.

With best wishes, Lindsay Priddle

|.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk

There is plenty to do for all ages
and abilities and no previous
experience is necessary, just lots of
enthusiasm!
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Subs for 2021 are due in January

As this is the last newsletter before the new year, please check and if necessary amend your bank standing
order. If in doubt, do send an email enquiry to bha@boarshill.info The current subscription rate remains
at £10 per household with a £5 reduction for those living alone. You may of course pay more and the BHA
is especially grateful to those who already do so. The 2021 standing order form is below. Please complete
as soon as possible and send directly to your bank. Alternatively, you may prefer to update online. Bank
details below - please be sure to include your surname AND house name so that we can identify you.

Thank you very much!

Colin Weyer — Hon Treasurer and Membership Secretary

STANDING ORDER MANDATE

To: Your Bank Name and Branch Branch Sort Code Number

On 1st January 2021 or upon receipt if after and on each subsequent 1st January until further notice

Please pay Barclays Bank, Oxford City Centre Branch, OX1 3HS sort code 20 65 18
for the credit of Boars Hill Association A/C No: 60188867
the sum of £ Pounds

Please quote this reference when making payment:

(Surname) please use CAPITALS  (House name)

Please cancel any previous order in favour of the Boars Hill Association.

Name of Account to be Debited

Account number

Signature(s)

Date

Cut here ===>

or post

E-mail advice to the BHA: bha@boarshill.info
To: The Treasurer, BHA, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road, Boars Hill, OX1 5DG

This is to advise that | have set up a Standing Order to the BHA for £ ......... pa

Please post the above DIRECTLY to your bank Cut here

E-mail address:

(Surname) (House name)

please use CAPITALS

BHAStandingOrderForm for 01.01.21

Signed: Date:
Cut here > Cut here
For your own records if required:
Standing order for £ set up today / / in favour of the Boars Hill Association.
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The Boars Hill Association welcomes all new residents

Everyone who lives on Boars Hill has the automatic right to be a member of the Boars Hill Association and
if you have moved here recently we welcome you and your family. You will receive four copies of the
Newsletter annually. To become a Full Member please complete joining form; a suggested minimum
amount is £10 per household, with a £5 reduction for those living alone.

Information and Contributions

Articles for the Newsletter: Please send contributions to Nicola Park (via bha@boarshill.info) and copy
to the Chairman, Kate O’Donovan, or post to Hartfield, Lincombe Lane, OX1 5DZ before the copy date
for the Spring newsletter: 24th January 2021.

Articles should be no more than 650 words and may be edited. The editor’s decision is final.
Credits: Photograph on front cover by Colin Weyer.
Desk Top Publishing: John Park - with thanks to Richard Jacobs for help and advice.

Diary events: Please check dates with Louise Jacobs (via bha@boarshill.info) in advance, to avoid
clashes. Final details should be sent by email to Louise before the copy date.

Hon. Treasurer: Colin Weyer, 3 Meriden, Foxcombe Road, OX1 5DG email: bha@boarshill.info

Advertisements: Please contact Colin Weyer (via bha@boarshill.info) for information about advertising in
the newsletter. Small non-commercial adverts may be included free.

Minutes of committee meetings: When there is no room in the newsletter to publish the minutes of
committee meetings, they can be viewed by contacting Nigel Jones, Hon. Secretary.

Distribution: Co-ordinators of the distribution of the newsletter are Nigel Jones and Ann Loescher
(contact via bha@boarshill.info).

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Boars Hill Association. Every effort is
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright,
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst
reasonable care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility
for the accuracy or for any unsatisfactory transactions.

© BHA 2020 All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

Copy Date for Diary and next issue - 24th January 2021
Date of next Committee meeting - 12th January 2021
BHA Website — www.boarshill.info

Newsletter printed by Inspired Market Research Ltd. Telephone 01865 321030

Answer to Quiz
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http://www.boarshill.info

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

Put your trees in the
hands of the professionals

8
CALL US NOW 2
“e

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
Ringrose

Operating since 1992

All work to BS 3998 (2010)

@ w @
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