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FEBRUARY 

THE DIARY 
FEB 
MARCH 2004 
APRIL 

Fri 20th 8.00pm - Play Reading - "The Constant Wife" by Somerset Maugham produced by 
Brian Costeloe at Whitsun Meadow, Berkeley Road. Refeshments £2.. 

Sun 29111 3.00pm 'Heart and Mind' Poems for Four Voices by ]on Stallworthy presented by Mrs 
Nancy Mackay. By kind permission of Mr and Mrs A Rosenthal at Half Acre, The Ridgeway. 
Refreshments £2.00. See page 4. 

MARCH 
Sat 6th 7.30 pm. - Abingdon District Musical Society - Brahms: Violin Concerto, Sibelius; 
Symphony No 1 -Silk Hall, Radley College. Tickets ffi.SO from Modern Music, High St. Abingdon. 
The Society welcomes new members both singers and instrumentalists. Please ring 735182 

Sun '7"' 3.00pm A talk on 'The Creation of Science Fiction' by Brian Aldiss. By kind permission of 
Mr and Mrs A Rosenthal a t Half Acre, The Ridgeway. Refreshments £2..00. 

Thurs 111h 7.30pm Wootton, Dry Sandford & District History Society - Martin Way will talk .on 
Roses and Castles. English Canals, their achievements and failures. The art and traditions of people 
of the 'cut'. The Old Folks Room at Wootton Conununity Centre. 

Fri 12th 8.00pm- "Ashmole & the Ark" by Priscilla Waugh at Whitsun Meadow, Berkeley Road. 
A play in costume about how the Ashmolean came into existence. The author will conduct a question 
& answer session about the play and its background afterwards. Refreshments £2. See page 4. 

Sat 20th 7.30 pm. - Abingdon District Musical Society - Choral Works by Taverner, Britten & 
Rutter. Trinity Church, Conduit Road.- Tickets £8.50 from Modem Music, High St. Abingdon. 

Sun 21st 3.00 pm - A talk by Christopher Walton on his experiences as an international banker 
at the World Bank, at Half Acre. The Rid gway, by kind permission of Albi & Maud Rosenthal. 
Refreshments £2.. 

Tues 23rd - 7.00pm AGM of Boars Hill Association 

MAY 

at Foxcombe End, Foxcombe Lane by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Stevens. 
7.30pm AGM of Boars Hill Branch of Oxford Preservation Trust 
7.45pm Talk by Dr Ian Scargill - "The Oxford Green Belt -What future?" 
8.30pm Refreshments. 

Sat 15th May 7.30 - Abingdon District Musical Society - British Music Evening - Amey Hall, 
Abingdon . Tickets £8.50 from Modem Music, High St. Abingdon. 

'~ -4'1h. The Garden Oub Diary can be found on page 8. 

~ 

Advertising Rates and Copy: Commercial Adverts: Half page £15 per issue, Quarter page £5 per issue. 
All advertisements must be accompanied with the appropriate fee . Private Adverts: Free of Charge. 
A ll hard Copy to The Chairman, please before April 4th. 
Copy can also be emailed to- mrj.edwards@virgin.net 
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Editorial 
By Brigadier Douglas Henchley 

Boars Hill Association Committee Meeting on Sunday 25th January 2004 at Glenfield. 
Present:- Brigadier Douglas Henchley (Acting Chairman), Maud Rosenthal (Secretary), Susan 
Reynolds, Ray Allen, Tony I Iorwood, Michael Edwards, Lesley Chaundy, Cathy Blazewicz and 
Gina Birch. Apologies: - Sir Digby Mackworth, John Simms, Michael }ones (Treasurer), Rosie 
Alien, Angela Baker and Paul Wooldridge. 
Matters Arising: 
The Garden Club: Unfortunately there was no page reference to the Garden Oub in the last 
Diary, for which the Acting Chairman has apologised. 

Warnborough: Yatscombe has been burned down but we 
have been told it will be rebuilt. We still await the outcome 
of the judicial review. See page 10. 

Harley-Davidson: There is still a lot of noise, particularly at 
weekends. 

Finances: 27 more subscriptions have been received making 
a total of 72 households. Bank Accounts are f573 current and 
£543 deposit. The Account has benefited by the £292.64 profit 
on the Christmas Drinks Party and we are now just secure 
for the rest of the year. However, we hope that more 
households will submit the f5 annual subscription to our 

Treasurer Michael Jones, Willowbrook, Fox Lane. 

Sunningwell: There has been no further news since the last newsletter. 

Christmas Drinks Party: As already reported this was a great success for which the Horwoods 
were largely responsible. Our sincere thanks are due to them. 

Gil Loescher: The Christmas Carols at Jam Mound were a great success and we were delighted 
that Gil was able to attend. 

BHA Chairman: John Simms has indicated his desire to resign due in part to the increase in 
work load arising from the recent reorganisation of his firm. 

Committee: Discussion on the subject of a new Chairman and other Committee members were 
discussed in a private session. The Committee expressed their appreciation of the contribution 
John Simms has made to the life of residents of Boars Hill during the time he has been Chairman. 

AGM: The combined AGM with the Boars Hill Oxford Preservation Trust Committee will be on 
Tuesday 23rd March at Foxcombe End by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Stevens. Contributions 
to the supper would be much appreciated by Sue Reynolds. 

Date of next Meeting:The next BHA committee meeting will be at Spm on Sunday 4th April at 
Glenfield by kind permission of Mr and Mrs Horwood. 
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Science of AIDS and HIV 

Pro£ Tom Rademacher: Sunday, 7 December 2003 
An attentive audience was confronted in stark terms with the sobering statistics behind the 

current world epidemic of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). This retrovirus is endemic 
in chimpanzees and causes them no harm, but in humans, after a variable dormancy, it devastates 
the immune system and unleashes a dreadful range of illnesses that would otherwise have 
remained in check. The d isorder is given the collective name Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome- AIDS. 

The first AIDS case probably occurred in 1959, and may have' skipped' into humans through 
mining or lumber companies feeding their workers with monkey meat. Tom gave us the concept 
of ' bioweapons of mass destruction', with AIDS right up there at the pinnacle of destructiveness 
alongside tobacco and malaria. The statistics are chilling: 25 million deaths since 1981 and 42 
million, mostly young people, currently infected, 5 people dead of AIDS each minute, and someone 
infected every 6 seconds. Although this is a true world epidemic, Africa and Asia have borne the 
brunt. In the West survival has improved, but in the Third World the death toll is utterly remorseless. 
In Britain there is no cause for complacency: 50,000 are living with the virus, and last year there 
were 5700 new cases (26% up on 2001 ). Nor can it be dismissed as a 'gay plague', since 58% of HIV 
carriers are he terosexual with women accounting for 60% of new infections. Mother to baby 
transmission is a growing menace. We were appalled to learn that each day 1400 babies are borne 
with the virus. 

This horrific scenario has been vastly aggravated by a range of human failings such as 
politicians denying there is a problem, refusing to accept that H lV and AIDS are linked, or even 
claiming tha t AIDS is a product of Western antiviral drugs. Pharmaceutical companies have not 
risen to the occasion because there is little profit in targeting third world disease. Myths proliferate 
- such as the grotesque idea that sex with a virgin may be curative. 

What of treatment? Modem drugs target enzymes the virus needs for replication, and can 
fend off AIDS for many years. But they are expensive, and recent successes in making them available 
in su b-Saharan Africa are likely to founder as a result of diversion to the black market back in 
Europe. Greed creates the most despicable infamy. 

Turning to the possibilities of prevention, Tom had few words of comfort. The search for a 
vaccine has proved futile because the virus has the capacity to mutate very rapidly. The key 
research target has switched to achieving 'non-progression' - the virus is there, but does no harm. 
Unfortunately we still have no idea what it is that protects chimps (and some humans) from viral 
damage. Since HIV is sexually transmitted a central strategy has been provision of condoms and 
microbicides, though religious objections have been problematic. The failure of a recent controlled 
trial of condoms brought an entirely different mode of transmission into focus. Astonishingly, in 
Africa and Asia, it seems that 75% of medical injections are carried out with a used needle, raising 
the possibility that this is a major vector for infection. In line with the successful strategy for 
reducing HIV spread among IV drug users, flooding Africa with clean needles may be a way 
forward. 

A Lively question and answer session followed, with a particularly interesting discussion 
of the ethics of mass screening programmes to reveal unrecognised infection. 

Brief notes cannot do justice to this fascinating presentation by a leading expert in the field. 
And the Rademachers' stunning collection of rare fish provided a cheerier topic of conversation 
over tea! 

Dr Phi lip Robson- December, 2003 

3 



Ashmole and the Ark 
Background and Synopsis 

In May, 1683 the Ashmolean Museum of Oxford University, the world's first public museum, 
first opened its doors. Present at the official opening were the Duke and Duchess of York (later Kjng 
James II and his Queen) and the Lady Anne, their second daughter, later Queen Anne. 

The museum was built to specification to house the collection of manuscripts, coins, medals, 
scientific specimens and 'rarities' belonging to Elias Ashmole, Windsor Herald, lawyer, antiquarian 
and astrologer. As well as housing the museum collection, the building devoted one floor to lectures 
(the first Keeper of the museum was Robert Plot, a chemist, who taught here) and the basement to a 
scientific laboratory. 

Perhaps the major part of Ashmole's collection, though, had been collected by the John 
Tradescants, father and son, gardeners to King Charles I and II as well as Lords Wootton and Cecil and 
the great Duke of Buckingham. John Tradescant the Elder was a man of many parts: traveller, collector 
of curiosities, soldier and engineer. He must also have been something of a diplomat, as he accompanied 
the Duke of Buckingham to Paris in order to escort Henrietta Maria to England for her marriage to the 
king. He kept a diary meticulously, and although this shows him to be a man largely self-taught, he 
was certainly a man of considerable ability, insight and flair. 

Of his son, John Tradescant the Younger, we know relatively little, except that he, too, was a 
gardener and that he travelled several times to Virginia. He was clearly not a man of letters, although 
he attended the grammar school in Canterbury for four years. He married first at the age of 19 Jane 
Hurt, from Kent, by whom he had two children, but she died early. He married next Hester Pooks, 
spinster, relative of the painters de Critz and Wenceslas Hollar, soon after returning from Virginia in 
1636, during which absence his father died. 

In the manner of many gentlemen of the time, John Tradescant the Elder amassed a 'cabinet of 
rarities' which became so extensive that he and his son eventually opened the collection to public view 
in 'The Ark' in Lambeth - a move quite at variance with gentlemanly custom. 

After his father's death John Tradescant 11 became friendly with Elias Ashmole and, following 
the death of his son, John Tradescant Ill, decided to leave the 'Ark' to Ashmole in trust for eventual 
gifting to the University of Oxford . The circumstances of the deed are unclear, but Hester Tradescant 
believed to the end of her days that Ashmole had wronged both her and the memory of the Tradescants. 

By May, 1683, the new museum in Oxford's Broad Street had been completed to Ashmole' s 
specification and the rarities, having been despatched from Lambeth by barge, had been arranged 
ready for the public opening. 

'Ashmole and the Ark' homes in on the elderly Elias Ashmole, in poor health, preparing a 
speech for the opening of the museum. His pride in his achievement is severely dented when the ghosts 
of his second wife and the Tradescants visit him during his rehearsal. Or is it perhaps his conscience 
prompting a rethink of events? 

Jon Stallworthy- whose poetry will be presented on 29 February at Half Acre by Nancy Macky 
as Heart and Mind poems for four voices. 

Jon Stallworthy is a globally acclaimed poet, critic, former Oxford University Press Deputy 
Academic Editor and Poetry Editor, and Professor of English Literature at Oxford University. Now 
Senior Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford where he was Vicegerent and Acting President until 
2001 he has published ten volumes of his poetry, including the 2002 magisterial poetic sequence, 
Skyhorse. On 7 November 2003 he read a new poem a t the memorial service at Wells Cathedral for 
Bishop Jim Thompson. Also, he has been celebrated in England and the United States for definitive 
critical studies of W.B.Yeats, Wilfred Owen, and Louis MacNeice, as well as for translations of 
Russian poet Boris Pasternak. He has edited several standard literary anthologies including the 
Norton AnthologrJ of Poetry, Norton Anthology of English Literature (vol.2,) the Penguin Book of Love 
Poetry and the Oxford Book of War Poetry. His WWI anthology of 12 soldier poets, Anthem for Doomed 
Youth, was the centrepiece of a popular exhibition at the Imperial War Museum in 2003. 
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Tales from a Dark Continent - as recalled by Keith Pollock 
on 23rd November 2003- courtesy of Maud & Albi Rosenthal V" ~ 

Barrister Keith Pollock, who lives near Wootton, spent his early professional 
life serving the Empire in its dying days in Africa. Keith took us back to another age. 
An age when honour and service on behalf of one's country, and those entrusted to 
our care, were still accepted as the sign of a true Englishman and indeed Scotsman! 

Keith having married his young bride, Maureen, (who was with us that afternoon) promptly 
whisked her away by ocean liner to Africa, the fabled dark continent. In 1960 upon arrival at Sir 
Francis Drake's "fairest cape in the whole circumference of the earth" he was met by fresh gusts 
from Mr Macmillan's famous winds of change. But until they had blown themselves out Keith 
had the task of serving the people of Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) in the capacity of magistrate. 
To get there involved a train journey of several days to the North from Cape Town. Keith reminded 
us that the native people in this part of the world had no knowledge of writing nor even the wheel 
when by a combination of invitation, conquest and settlement the country was taken under the 
British Crown less than 100 years before. From 1890 until1924 both the Rhodesias had been 
administered by Cecil Rhodes' British South Africa Company. In that year, after a referendum in 
Southern Rhodesia in which a fairly broadbased economy had been developed, that territory 
South of the Zambezi was granted responsible government and became the breadbasket of the 
subcontinent until the advent of Robert Mugabe. Northern Rhodesia, which was far less 
developed, was taken directly under the Crown as a colony. It is twice the size of its Southern 
neighbour and three times the size of the UK yet in Keith's day had only 4 or 5 million inhabitants. 
It was, and remains, very largely undeveloped bush with copper mining as the mainstay of the 
economy. 

In 1953 both countries became part of the shortl ived Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
Keith, still in his twenties, had several postings in Northern Rhodesia during this time. He was 
responsible for settling a variety of criminal cases from property disputes, drunken brawls and 
thefts to cases of witchcraft of varying degrees of severity! Latterly some stronger gusts blew in 
cases of intimidation, violence, arson and riot mostly over weekends as Kenneth Kaunda and his 
rivals jockeyed for position whilst seeking to effect a change to the old order. Most court 
proceedings required the use of local interpreters as there were several dozen different tribes 
each with their own language. Those blacks who had come into greater contact with whites often 
used amusing Western names such as "Sixpence", "Tickey" or "Mattress" as well as their own 
native family names. 

All the time Keith and Maureen lived the Jives of typical British colonial administrators in 
varying degrees of comfort or discomfort. In the Barotseland province for example conditions 
were very basic to say the least and there were no tar roads nor even shops and often food was 
brought in via the local airstrip. Here Keith was able to witness traditional native life and ceremony 
under the King of the Barotse untouched and generally unseen by outs iders. When Maureen was 
expecting a child she had to be flown to Kitwe on the Copper Belt as there was still no modern 
medical facility in Barotseland. During more congenial postings, as in the Northern Province, 
there was snooker, a nine hole golf course, cinema shows once a month, and Keith and Maureen 
were able to indulge themselves in their passion for repertory theatre. 

When the country was granted independence as Zambia in 1964 Keith volunteered to remain 
for several years to help train some of the locals in jurisprudence. 

After Keith' s talk a short debate took place on the merits or otherwise of the British Empire. 

Colin We~;er 
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BARN DANCE 

Friday April 2nd 7.45pm 
At Cumnor Village Hall Cumnor 

Come and step into the Easter holiday mood with a lively Barn Dance in Cumnor. 
The buffet supper is included in the price. 

Refreshments will be served throughout the evening. 

Tickets are only £6 per adult (£3 for children under 16). Funds raised are for the Villages 
Branch of the Oxford West and Abingdon Liberal Democrats. 

For tickets and more details contact Clr Tessa Ward, Barn Cottage, 
Old Boars Hill, Oxford OX15JQ. Tel739681. 

Cheques made payable to OXWAB Lib Dem Villages Branch. 

PETNET -Report update 31.01.04 - Again not much to report 
Lost (from 20.01.04) 
BIRD: An Australian Parakeet, a baby the size of a cockatiel, with red, green and blue colouring. 
'Cocoa' is from the Grandpont area of Oxford. 
Found (from before Christmas) 
CAT: I had a call from another ' lost and found' person to see if I had any record of a missing 
mackerel tabby. He is neutered, big, chunky and friendly and was found in a car park in Ban bury. 
He has white socks on his back legs, white tips to his front toes, a white chest and white up his 
nose. 
Re-united 
CATS: A cat from H ook Norton was found on Bonfire Night in a very distressed state in Cumnor! 
It must have got into a car and luckily the owners were located. Another cat, which was missing 
for several days, had been shut in a house in the same road in Abingdon. 
DOG: A male black- and- tan mongrel called jake disappeared (again!) but turned up later. 
However, I recently had a report that he was running down the Cumnor Road in danger from the 
traffic. This time he was caught and returned home. 
Sympathy to the family w hose missing cat was found dead on the Cumnor Road. 

Please don't forget to let me know when your lost/ found pet problem is resolved. Thank you for 
all your help. 

Lesley Chaundy PETNET 01865 735448 
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Wootton Reading Group Programme- 2004 
All meetings 7.15 pm in the Wootton Cricket Pavilion, opposite St Peter's Church- Contact 
Melanie@ the-frasers.org.uk 

Date Author Title of Book 
101h Feb Kate Adie The Kindness of Strangers 
9111 Mar Mark Had don The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night 
131h Apr Philip Pullman Northern Lights 
11th May Orhan Pamuk My Name is Red 
8th June Donna Tartt The Little Friend 
13th July J.M. Coetzee The Master of St Petersburg 
Aug No Meeting 

14th Sept Thomas Hardy Jude the Obscure 

Carol Singing 
At Christmas 2002 the Loescher family arranged a delightful carol singing 

occasion in Jarn Wild Garden. This year things were very different for them, but it 
was a great joy for us, and a triumph for Gil, that he was able to join us on December 
21st 2003 as we again broke the winter evening stillness with our singing. 

Lubricated with wine mulled by Diana and Jack Gordon and hot chocolate 
brewed by Lyn Sanders and accompanied by our resident young trumpeter, Laurence 
Copson, about fifty people sang carols for an hour and gave £285 to The European 
Council on Refugees and Exiles, a charity chosen by Gil and Ann Loescher. 

Many thanks to those mentioned above, to those who gave wine or donations and to all 
who came for contributing to a memorable Boars Hill evening. Sue Reynolds 

Piano Recital by Nicholas Attfield on Boars Hill 

What a treat! We have here the makings of a true musician. 
Nicholas began with the first two movements of Beethoven's Sonata in C major Op. 2 No.3. 

The opening Allegro was beautifully contrasted with the pastoral and bright second movement 
in E major. Beethoven, ever the master of hymn-like lovely melodies, gives the audience and the 
pianist such moments of hushed sadness and joy. 

The Brahms Intermezzo in A major Op. 76 No.6 was finely and sensitively drawn. Here 
Nicholas brought out the noble pathos of this composer's serious and profound nature. 

The first half of the recital was completed with four mazurkas by our beloved Chopin- G 
minor, F minor, A minor and Bb major. Nicholas finely judged the bittersweet sounds of Chopin's 
incomparable mastery of tone-colours with a nice use of pedalling. 

It is always challenging to play in public and the Boars Hill audience was - as usual -
appreciative and enthusiastic. 

I had to leave before the second half and so missed Eintritt and Herberge from Schumann' s 
Waldszenen. But I have no doubt that Nicholas did full justice to Schumann' s hauntingly beautiful 
music. 

Three cheers to Nicholas Attfield, a fine pianist and a fine musician. I was privileged to 
attend. 

Count Ravenscastle 

7 



Wanted 

Small house with seaview. Please Phone Oxford 735406 

Newspaper Deliveries 
7 days a week - excellent early morning service 
Ring S.Gill on 01865 326625 

Newcomers' Coffee Morning Christmas Event 

NEWS 

I would like to thank everyone who attended the Newcomers' Coffee Morning Christmas 
Event at Woodacre on December 5th_ Also thanks to people who sent generous donations. We 
raised £350 in aid of Abingdon Alzheimer's Club, who also send their thanks to the w armhearted 
residents of Boars Hill. 

Marian Wilson 

~ Boars Hill Garden Club Diary 
tflJ, February - Fri 131

h 7.45 pm - AGM and Lecture at Sunningwell School of Art. 
Jolyon Lea will talk about "Plants in the Chiltern Garden." Visitors welcome £2 

March- Fri ll'h 7.45 pm- Cumnor Old School. Lecture by Timothy Walker, Director of Oxford 
Botanic Garden. "Bogery in the Garden." Visitors welcome £2 
April - Fri 2nd 11.00 am - Visit to Misarden Park, Cirencester . Please book w ith Charles Sanders 
(T el 739486) 
May - Sat 15'h 10 - 12.00am- Plant sale at Broom Hill Copse, Lincombe Lane by kind invitation of 
Katherine Tollis. Coffee will be served . All plant donations welcome. 

Berglund is a family run company, which has been based in England for 17 years. 

Our aim is to offer you quality windows that will add warmth and security to your home. 
We can offer wooden windows, doors, and conservatories in all shapes and sizes and with 
our professional installation seroice, we will give your home the consideration it deseroes. 

For more information or to organise for a free quote w ith no obligation please 
contact Henning or Thilde Berglund on 01865 736751 or at Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells 
Heath, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5JE. 
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Housekeeper/Cleaner 

Mature, very experienced, reliable, children and animal lover 
Available for cleanjng, housekeeping, animal care, functions 

Daytime Evenings Weekends 

References available Holder of current Enhanced CRB 
Disclosure Certificate Own Transport 

£10 per hour 
Tel: 01865 739067 or 07770 433259 

Music in the Key of Gold 

After days of golden Autumn colours, thirty-odd Boars-Hillians and a golden retriever assembled 
to hear a piano recital by Nicholas Attfield, who is at St Catherine' s College writing a D.Phil. thesis on 
Bruckner and Mahler. To be precise, the dog had to listen through the kitchen door, but the rest of us 
were able to enjoy the music in a salon, just as most of the composers intended. 

The programme spanned more than a century, from energetic early Beethoven to the youthful 
vigour of Gershwin. Several of the pieces were suitably autumnal - a mellow late Brahms intermezzo, 
two of Schumann's Waldszenen and Debussy's 'Cloches a travers les Feuilles' . Both halves of the recital 
ended with Chopin, the first with four mazurkas, the second with the Nocturne in E flat as an encore. 

Mr Attfield played sensitively and drew some golden tones from the magnificent grand piano - 1 

one of only three Millennium Steinways in the world. He added to our enjoyment by informally 
introducing each piece. We were also grateful to Kate Camilla, who turned the pages with efficiency 
and discretion, having come over from Cambridge, where she is writing a Master's thesis on Donizetti. 

us. 
Finally, our thanks are due to Dr and Mrs Raderrnacher for opening their lovely drawingroom to 

Ca/1 Karen on 
(01235)200832 

for more information 
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