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MAY 
JUNE 2004 
JULY 

Sat 24'h ll.OOam Garden Club Visit -Two private gardens in the Chilterns. Details from Charles 
Sanders Tel.739486. All BHA members welcome. 

MAY 
Sun 91h 3.00pm. A talk by Alexander Murray about life at Yatscombe 1934/46 (home of Professor 
Gilbert and Lady Murray). By kind permission of Mr and Mrs A Rosenthal at Half Acre, The 
Ridgeway. Refreshments £2. 
Sat lS'h lO.OOam -12.00 noon Garden Club Plant Sale - Broom Hill Copse, Lincombe Lane. By 
kind invitation of Kathrine and Bruce Tollis. Coffee. All BHA members welcome. 
Sat 151

h Wood Croft (Foxcombe Road) garden open in aid of The National Gardens Scheme. 2-5 
p.m. Adm £2, chd free. Teas & plants for sale. Famous collection of rhododendrons, azaleas & 
primulas in woodland surrounding natural pond created by the late Prof G E Blackman FRS. 
Sat lS'h 7.30pm Abingdon District Musical Society - British Music Evening - Amey Hall, 
Abingdon. Tickets £8.50 from Modern Music, High St. Abingdon 
Sun 23rd 3.00pm My Favourite Poems by Margaret Davies - reading and discussion. By kind 
permission of Mr and Mrs A Rosenthal at Half Acre, The Ridgeway. Refreshments £2. 
29'h, 30'\ 3151 lO.OOam- 6.00pm daily Art Weeks Exhibition at Sunningwell Village Hall. The 
work of seven local artists on display. 

JUNE 
Wed 2"d 1.45pm A Visit to the BMW Plant- see a Mini being made. See details on page 10. 
Sun 6'h 3.00pm My Favourite Poems by Diana Griffin - reading and discussion. By kind 
permission of Mr and Mrs A Rosenthal at Half Acre, The Ridgeway. Refreshments £2. 
Thurs lO'h ll.OOam Garden Club Visit - Longstock Water Garden and White Windows, 
Longparish. Details from Charles Sanders Tel.739486. All BHA members welcome. 
Sun 131h 3.00pm-5.00pm OPT Jarn Garden Open Day -Tea, stalls and walks around the garden. 
All welcome. 
Sun 2'Jtl'3.00pm Mr Philip Candy, son of James Candy will read extracts from his father's letters 
to him. Sir Arthur Evans was James's legal guardian from the age of five (sec "A Tapestry of Life" 
by James Candy) at Half Acre by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Albi Rosenthal £2 including tea. 

JULY 
Sun 41h 3.00pm Any Questions - A local panel will answer your questions chaired by D.V. Henchley. 
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs A Rosenthal at Half Acre, The Ridgeway. Refreshments £2. 
Wed 14'h ll.OOarn Garden Club Visit - Kiftsgate and Hidcote. Details from Charles Sanders Tel. 
739486. All BHA members welcome. 

Disclaimer: Views expressed herein are not neccessarily those of the Boars Hill Assodntion. Even; effort is 
made to credit all material published in this journal. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, 
then the Chairman must be informed to enable a correcting acknowledgement to be made. Whilst reasonable 
care is taken in accepting bona fide advertisements, the publishers cannot accept responsibility for accuraC'f 
or for any unsatisfacton; transactions. The Boars Hill Association 
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Editorial By Susan Reynolds 

I am pleased to have been elected Chairman of the Boars Hill Association and with the 
help of the Committee hope to carry on the work and aims of the Association. 

At the AGM on March 23rd 2004 Douglas Henchley, a founder member, was made Life 
President. John Sirnms retired as Chairman after 11years and deserves our thanks for such a 
long period of service. He remains on the CommHtee. Digby Mackworth has retired and we 
thank him and Antoinette for their great help with organizing the distribution of the Newsletter 
and for inspiring memorable occasions on the Hill. Colin Weyer and Tony Fitzpatrick were 
elected to the Committee. 

1t will be seen from the accounts, printed elsewhere, that we have had a very poor year 
for receipt of subscriptions. Only 81 households out of 385 have paid the minimum £5 
subscription. We have to cover the costs of producing the Newsletters and paying a much 
increased insurance premium. We are including address labels with this Newsletter. Please 
use them to send your subscriptions, perhaps this year's and last, to the Treasurer. 

After the A G M we were given a talk by Dr. Ian Scargill on the topical subject of The 
Oxford Green Belt. Illustrated by photographs and diagrams the talk served to show how 
many encroachments there already are into the Green Belt with roads, Park and Ride car parks, 
motels etc without mentioning the housing developments with which we are threatened today. 
We are indebted to Dickie and Rose Stevens for once again hosting the AGM. 

We have had an excellent series of winter talks and play readings and these will begin 
again in the autumn. 

The Garden Club continues to flourish under Heather Aplin' s leadership and provides 
a varied programme of talks and, in the summer, garden visits. 

Our thanks must go to Michael Edwards who compiles the Newsletter, Peter Forrest 
who has been arranging the distribution in the Mackworths' absence and all those who do the 
deliveries some of whom deal in large numbers. In view of this we should welcome offers of 
help with Newsletter delivery. 

We should always be glad to hear of any fresh ideas for activities and if anyone would 
like to give a coffee morning or drinks party, perhaps in aid of a charity, please get in touch 
with me on 01865 735741 

We plan to print the main points discussed at the committee meetings and this summary 
follows. Planning Matters will be written up by one or both of our two Councillors, Gina Birch 
and Tessa Ward. The next Meeting will be held on Sunday 20th June. 

News Deliverers. 
We are eternally grateful to all those who ensure that the Newsletter appears in our 
letterbox . There are two or three areas which require additional support with deliv­
ering quarterly! If you live in any of the following areas would you consider giving 
us a hand? Hinksey Hill Top and The Ridgeway. Please call 735741. 

Advertising Rates and Copy: Private adverts are no longer free. Half page £20 per 
issue, Quarter page £10 per issue - must be sent to Susan Reynolds,BHA, Winterslow 
Cottage,Lincombe Lane, Boars Hill, Oxford OX1 5DZ please -before Sunday 20th June 
giving full details of the advertisement & advertiser, accompanied with the appropriate 
fee made payable to 11 The Boars Hill Association 11

• Additionally a second copy can be 
emailed to - mrj.edwards@virgin.net 
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Boars Hill Association - Minutes of a meeting of the Committee held at Spm on 4th April 2004 
at Glenfield, Boars Hill. 
Present: Douglas H enchley (Life President) Susan Reynolds (Chairman), Angela Baker, Gina 
Birch, Lesley Chaundy, Michael Edwards (Newsletter Editor), Tony Fitzpatrick,, Tony Horwood, 
M ichael Jones (Treasurer), Maud Rosenthal (Secretary), John. Simms, Colin Weyer and Paul 
Wooldridge. Apologies were noted from Rosie Alien and Cathy B1azewicz. 

It was agreed that fu ture committee meetings would be held at Glenfield courtesy of Tony 
& Jeanne-Marie Horwood. A vote of thanks was given to John Simms for having hosted the 
meetings for the last 11 years. 

Tony Fitzpatrick and Colin Weyer were welcomed to the committee for their first meeting 
and it was noted that the Chairman had asked Colin to be her Minutes Secretary for this and 
future meetings. 

Thanks were expressed for their past work to Digby & Antoinette Mackworth who had 
resigned. 

Angela Baker, Gina Birch, Cathy Blazewicz and Lesley Chaundy were confirmed as eo-opted 
members and )eanne-Marie H orwood was confirmed as an alternate member in the absence of 
Tony Horwood. 

It was agreed that committee members names would be published but not their telephone 
numbers or E-mail addresses. 

The following deputies were agreed to stand in for office holders in their absence: John 
Sinuns for the Chairman, Lcsley Chaundy for the Secretary and Tony Fitzpa trick for the Newsletter 
Editor . The Chairman would review the Newsletter before publication. 

Advertisements. It was agreed that in future there would be no more free advertisements 
and the cost per issue would be £10 for a quarter page and £20 for a half page. Adverts should be 
addressed to the Chairman and must be accompanied by the name, address and telephone number 
of the advertiser. These details would not be published unless included in the advert. No advert 
would be published unless payment was made with the order. 

The Treasurer reported that the current bank balance stood at £1534.91. The largest i tern of 
expense each year was the insurance premium at about £600 which provided cover for public 
liability at BHA events. Considerable concern was expressed that so many residents had not paid 
even the requested £5 minimum contribution towards Association cos ts. It was agreed to resume 
the practice of attaching a reminder envelope with the Newsletter. Tony Fitzpatrick agreed to 
take on the task of organising these reminders. 

Gina Birch agreed to undertake a review of the membership and dis tribution lists. It was 
noted that there rem ained a need for m ore volunteers to deliver the Newsletter locally. 

A draft Boars Hill information website with a domain name of www.boarshill.info had 
been registered. After a vote it was decided that for the present this should not be proceeded with. 

A discussion took place on the Diary and p ossible future events. It was agreed that every 
effort would be made to show all diary events on the front page of the Newsletter although there 
m ight be occasions when some events might overflow to a second page. 

The date of next m eeting was fixed for Sunday 20th June at 5pm. 
l==========================================================~f~~7~~====~ 
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'Einstein's Theory of Relativity': A talk by Dr. Tony Fitzpatrick at Half Acre on February 8, 
2004. Tony gave a highly entertaining and colourful account of Einstein's Theory of Special 
Relativity. Through the use of a slide show he tried to convince a sceptical audience that there was 
no such thing as absolute time. It is likely that few believed his explanation that space travellers 
moving at speeds close to that of light will not have aged as much as their ground control staff 
upon their return to Earth. Tony had insufficient time to do justice to the greatness of Einstein's 
achievements during the talk. The following review summarises the historical context of Einstein's 
Theories of Relativity. 

The term 'relativity' is unfortunate, it has certainly confused most people. They imagine that the new theory proves 
everything in the physical world to be relative, whereas it is wholly concerned with excluding what is relative and arriving at a 
statement of physical law that does not depend upon the c ircumstances of the observer. The theory's domain is 'what happens' 
and not what is 'observed'. If there were no reality in the physical world, but only a number of dreams dreamt by different 
people, we should not expect to find any laws connecting the dreams of these persons. It is the close connection between the 
perceptions of one person and the (roughly) simultaneous perceptions of another that make us believe in a common external 
origin of the different perceptions. Physics is concerned with those features which a physical process has in common with all 
observers, since such features alone can be regarded as belonging to the physical occurrence itself. This requires that the laws 
of phenomena should be the same whether the phenomena are described as they appear to one observer or as they appear to 
another. This single principle is the generating motive of the theory of relativity. 

Rene Descartes ( 1596-1650), philosopher, mathematician and a man of science, is regarded as the founder of modem 
philosophy and science. In Principia Philosophiae (1 644) he introduced the analytic method and 
applied algebra to geometry. 
His discovery of the relation between curves in a plane and equations in two variables opened a new 
world.lsaac Newton (1642- 1727) whole-heartedly adopted the method of Descartes for the purpose 
of physical deductions, and in fact he would not have 
been able to formulate the laws of motion in mathematical form without the Cartesian method. Newton 
consolidated the work of 
Nikolaus Copemicus (1473- 1543), Johannes Kepler (1571-1 630) and GaWeo ( 1564-1642) in the 
Philosophiae Natura/is 
Principia Matlzematica (1 68 7). From his three laws of motion - of which the first two are 
generalizations of Galileo's 
experiments - he proved that Kepler's laws were equivalent to the proposition that every planet, at 

every moment, accelerates towards the sun and this varies inversely as the square of the distance from the sun. Newton thus 
formulated the law of universal gravitation - all bodies accelerate (or gravitate) towards each other with a force that is inversely 
proportional to the square of the distance separating the bodies. The simple and single algebraic relation he derived to express 
this (gravitational) force explains the motions of planets and their satellites, the orbits of comets, the trajectories of projectiles 
(cannon balls) and the tides. 

Newton had encountered relative space and time in the writings ofDescartes and he believed this to be 
dangerously close to atheism. ln the Principia Newton therefore introduced a doctrine of absolute space, time and motion. 
without giving grounds for his views. He defined absolute motion as 'translation of a body from one absolute place to another', 
where absolute place implies an invisible cosmic grid stretching across the universe or a point in the cosmos that can be 
uniquely identified, like the origin of a graph. He similarly described absolute time, implying the ability to synchronize clocks 
across the universe, requiring instantaneous communication (i.e. infinite speed of light). He regarded space to be flat and 
Euclidean, i.e. the separation of distinct points was given by Pythagoras' theorem. Moreover space and time were independent; 
i.e. all events had a definite position in space and occurred at a particular moment in time. 

Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz ( 1646-1716) repudiated Newton's position, and with unrivalled philosophical 
equipment,argued that space and time were merely systems of relations. Philosophers and scientists had been nearly unanimous 
in rejecting absolute motion, the former because the notion was logically untenable and the latter because it was incapable of 
being observed, and thus could not be a datum in an empirical study. Bertrand Russell, in The Principles of Mathematics 
(1 903), states that Newton's doctrines of space and time have no vestige of self-evidence. The controversy remained 
undecided until the time of Einstein, whose theory conclusively gave the victory to Leibniz. 

Destruction of absolute time started in 1675 when Olc Rocmcr measured the speed of light (186282 miles/second) from 
observations of the eclipse of moons of Jupiter. Realizing that light takes time to travel from a candle or light bulb to your eyes, 
rather than propagating instantaneously, it became clear that when we gaze at the heavens we see distant stars and galaxies as 
they were long ago. Thjs marked the beginning of the end of the assumption that events perceived at the far-flung corners of 
the universe could be labcled with the same instantaneous time as that on Earth. 

Consolidating and generalizing the observations oflians Christian 0rsted ( 1777-1851 ), Andre-Marie Ampere ( 177 5-
1836) and Michael Faraday (1791-1867), James Clark Maxwell formulated in 1873 the field equations which unified electricity, 
magnetism and optics (theory of light) as electromagnetic wave phenomena. Previous to Maxwell the theory of electricity was 
wholly dominated by the Newtonian analogy. Two unlike electrical charges attract each other, while like charges repel. In each 
case the force varies as the inverse square of the distance between the two, as in gravitation. Since previously wave motion had 
always involved a medium for the waves to propagate in, it was natural for Maxwell to assume one for light. This medium, called 
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aether, was assumed to permeate all space, was of zero density, and had negligible interaction with matter; it's sole purpose 
was 
to be a vehicle for propagation of electromagnetic waves. The aether hypothesis set electromagnetic phenomena apart from 
the 
rest of physics by leading to asymmetries which are not inherent in the phenomena. Take, for example, the reciprocal 
electromagnetic action of a moving magnet on a copper coil. The observable phenomenon, of induc tion of a current in the coil 
(dynamo effect), depends only on the relative motion of the magnet and the coil, whereas a distinction arises as to the physical 
cause, depending on whether we see from the coil's point of view or the magnet's. In 1887 Albert Michelson and Edward 
Morley, after irrefutable measurement, showed that the aether did not exist. On the face of it the Michelson-Morley experiment 
showed that, relative to the earth, the speed of light was the same in all directions, this was equally true at all times of the year, 
although the direction of the earth's motion changes as it goes round the sun. Moreover, this was not a peculiarity of the earth 
but seemed to be true of all bodies. Accounting for the facts of electromagnetism, and of the Michelson-Morley experiment, 
demanded that key relations of simultaneity, length, time and temporal order be rethought 

Most of the curious things in the theory of relativity are connected with the speed of light. Some examples will help to 
show how extraordinary - from the point of view of tradition and common sense - are the facts about the speed of light. Every 
one knows that if you are on an escalator you reach the top sooner if you walk up than if you stand still. But if the escalator 
moved with speed close to that of light, you would reach the top at exactly the same moment whether you walked up or stood 
still or walked down. Again: suppose there are a number oftravelers, travelling in different directions at different uniform 
speeds but all converging on a spot. If at the moment that the traveJers are at the same spot a flash of light is sent out from the 
place where they all are, then by each traveler's perfect and accurate clock the light flash will be 186282 miles from each one of 
them after one second, although the travelers will no longer be all in the same place. There is only one way of explaining such 
facts, and that is, that measurements of distance and of elapsed time are affected by motion. 

During 1892-1904 HendrikLorcntz (1853-1928) and Jules-Henri Poincare (1854-1912) had laid the foundations of a new 
theory electromagnetism. Lorentz discovered the transformations named after him, still assuming existence of a static aether. 
The Lorentz transformations are a set of mathematical recipes which, when applied by two observers in uniform relative motion 
to each other, adjust their measurements of length and time such that the Michelson-Morley experiment comes out the way it 
did, and the apparent asymmctries in electromagnetism are eliminated. This theory was considered fragile and was overlooked 
as being of marginal interest. The extraordinary insight of Albert Einstein ( 1879-1955) saw the laws of electromagnetism as more 
fundamental than Newton's laws of mechanics. 

In a paper On the Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies (1905) Einstein contributed crucial concepts and placed the 
Lorentz-Poincare theory on a consistent and general basis. Einstein's new foundation of mechanics and electromagnetism 
consisted of two fundamental postulates. (1) The Principle of Constancy of the Speed of Light: Whatever might be their 
nature, space and time must be so constituted as to make the speed of light in vacuum the same in a ll directions, and 
independent of the motion of the source or of the observer who measures it. (2) The Principle of Relativity: Whatever might 
be their nature, the laws of physics must treat all states of motion as equal, i.e. formulate any law of physics in terms of 
measurements made by A. Then, when restated in terms of measurements by B, who is in uniform motion with respect to A, the 
law must take on precisely the same mathematical and logical form as for A. The principle of relativity is actually a 
metaprinciple, meaning that it is not itself a law of physics, it is a pattern which must be obeyed by all laws of physics. The 
Special Theory of Relativity departs from classical Newtonian mechanics through the postulate of the constancy of the speed 
of light. From the two postulates follow the Lorentz transformations and relativity of simultaneity, i.e. laws relating 
measurements of length and time by observers in different states of relative motion. 

Einstein forced a fundamental revision of how we think of space and time. The most salient is that space and time are 
not independent but closely coupled, they must be considered as a single four-dimensional entity called space-time. In the 
special theory of relativity geometry of space-time is flat or Euclidean, i.e. the space-tirne separation of events is given by 
Pythagoras' theorem. Other propert.ies of this space-time are the bizarre phenomena: (J) Length contraction: Suppose two 
persons A and B are having dinner served on circular plates. A is dining on the platform at a railway station while B is dining in 
a train going past the station at three-fifths the speed of light. Looking at the train A will see that B's plate is oval and four­
fifths as broad in the direction of travel as perpendicular to it. This observation will be reciprocal, B will perceive the same 
about A's plate at the railway restaurant. In neither case has material actually shrunk. (2) Time dilation: Effects to do with time 
are more strange. A will see B 's movements slowed down, because B 's clock is slower by 20%. B will conclude the same about 
A. (3) No material body can reach or exceed the speed of light, no matter how hard or how long it is pushed. (4)Lastly, the new 
view of space and time brought to light the equivalence of matter and energy, spectacularly demonstrated to the world exactly 
forty years later at Hiroshima in August 1945. 

How is it that we humans have never noticed this weird behavior of space and time in everyday lives? The answer lies 
in our slowness. Only at very large speeds, increasingly moving objects appear to shorten and moving clocks appear to slow 
down. For example, in order to effect even a I% slowing of a clock or shortening of an object, they have to be moving, relative 
to us the observer (measurer), ala speed of 26278 miles/second. Such speed is well outside our everyday experience. 

Einstein went on to formulate The General Theory of Relativity (1916). ln this theory space-time is curved by the 
presence of matter and energy, and only local space-time separation of events is given by a generalized Pythagoras' theorem. 
This will be the subject of Dr. Fitzpatrick's next talk. Einstein's last seminal discovery dates from 1925 and deals with the 
socalled Bose-Einstein condensation. 

We should be grateful to Maud and AJbi Rosenthal for creating a warm, gentle and learned atmosphere in which to come 
together and wrestle with such fundamental matters. Review by: Awinash Gondhalekar, a.gondhalekar@web.de 
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Philosopher Gilbert Ryle (1900-1976) 
A number of important people, especially poets, have been identified as residents of Boars 

Hill from time to time. What may be less well known is that we can count the distinguished 
philosopher Gilbert Ryle (1900-1976) among our past residents. Ryle was indeed a sort of neighbour 
of mine - using the word 'neighbour' in a rather stretched sense. His house in Chilswell Lane was 
easily visible from our kitchen window, but he no longer lived there when we came to live on 
Boars Hill in 1982. Also the house in which he and his sister lived (called 'Yarm') has since been 
demolished and replaced by another. 

The main outlines of Ryle's life can be found in an autobiographical note that he contributed 
to a collection of articles on his work published in 1970 (edited by Oscar P. Wood and George 
Pitcher and entitled Ryle). He was the son of a general practitioner 'with two deep extrinsic interests' 
- those of 'an amateur astronomer and a philosopher'. The father's 'large and variegated library 
contained many philosophical and semi-philosophical works', and the young Ryle was 'an 
omnivorous reader'. On going up to Oxford in 1919 to study Classics, Ryle discovered that 'he 
lacked the ear, the nostrils and the palate' for this subject, and his interest soon moved to Logic 
and Philosophy. He graduated from Queen's College in 1924 and became a tutor at Christ Church 
in the same year. In 1945 he was appointed Wayneflete Professor of Metaphysical Philosophy, a 
post he occupied until his retirement in 1968. During this time he was primarily responsible for 
the creation of the Bachelor of Philosophy degree at Oxford, which became the premier qualification 
for teachers of philosophy. 

Ryle may be described as one of the founders of the' ordinary language' or 'linguistic analysis' 
approach to philosophy which flourished at Oxford and elsewhere in the decades after the Second 
World War, and which for a time made Oxford the centre of philosophy in the English-speaking 
world. Already in 1932 he had argued, in his article 'Systematically Misleading Expressions', that 
a main task in philosophy was ' the detection of the sources in linguistic idioms of recurrent 
misconstructions and absurd theories'. 

When Ryle began his career as a tutor, philosophy at Oxford was, according to him, in the 
doldrums. But in the later part of that decade two developments provided new interests. One was 
the recognition of the importance of Wittgenstein, whose Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus had been 
published in 1921. At a conference in 1929 Ryle 'struck up a friendship' with Wittgenstein, having 
been for some time 'a mystified admirer' of the latter's book. (The main influence of Wittgenstein 
on Ryle was, however, that of the later Wittgenstein on Ryle' s later work, to which I shall come 
shortly.) The other development was the founding by 'some of us junior philosophers' of what 
came to be known as 'The Wee Teas', a discussion group of six members that continued until the 
middle 1960s. ('The Wee Teas' was a parody of the 'Wee Frees', as applied to the Scottish sect, the 
point being to distinguish the junior philosophers' group from the es~ablished 'Thursday Teas', 
an 'omnium gatherum' which included the senior figures of the time.) 

In the late nineteen-forties Ryle came to think that he should apply his ideas about 
'misconstructions and absurd theories' to some particular topic of major interest. 'It was time, I 
thought, to exhibit a sustained piece of analytical hatchet-work upon some notorious and large­
sized Gordian Knot'. What was needed after the 'methodological talk' of his previous work was 
'an example of the method really working, in breadth and depth'. It was with this aim that embarked 
on his most famous work, The Concept of Mind. 

If he wanted a Gordian Knot that was important both for philosophers and for people in 
general, he could hardly have chosen a better one. The knot he sought to destroy was that created 
by the 'dualistic' conception of mind and body, whereby a human being is a composite creature, 
consisting partly of a body and partly of an immaterial entity, the mind, the two being in some 
kind of interaction. He referred to this as 'the official doctrine, which hails chiefly from Descartes'. 
But here he was understating the importance of his topic. It is true that Descartes' account of mind 

6 



and body is widely regarded as the classic statement of mind-body dualism. But that conception 
of human beings has been held, with some variations, by most people throughout human history. 

Ryle spoke of dualism as 'the dogma of the Ghost in the Machine' and he proposed to show 
'that it is entirely false' -both in regarding the body as a kind of machine and in regarding the 
mind as a kind of ghostly substance inhabiting that 'machine'. In arguing against this conception 
he used an expression that became famous: that of a' category-mistake', meaning a kind of logical 
absurdity that he illustrated with a variety of examples. In one of these a person is shown around 
Oxford university. He is taken to see a number of colleges, libraries, offices, laboratories, etc. 
Finally he asks 'But where is the University?' He does not understand that he has already seen 
the University. The University is not some further entity that remains to be shown (or is perhaps 
invisible); it is 'just the way in which all that he has already seen is organized'. In another 
illustration a foreigner watching his first game of cricket is taught all about the functions of 
bowlers, batsmen, umpires, etc. He then complains that there appears to be no one left to contribute 
'the famous element of team-spirit' of which he has heard. He does not understand that team­
spirit is not some further activity in addition to those he has already been told about. It is not any 
of those, but neither is it an invisible 'spiritual' entity or process that accompanies the behaviour 
of the people involved in the game. 

The expression 'category-mistake' is only one of many that Ryle introduced to throw light 
on the pitfalls to which we are liable when thinking about concepts of philosophical importance. 
His book contains discussions of knowledge, the wilt emotion, seli-knowledge, sensation and 
perception, imagination, intellect, thinking and consciousness. It is a beautiful example of the 
power of reflection on the logic of our language to cast light on what we mean when we speak of 
these matters. 

Ryle was noted not only for his philosophical achievement but also for the style in which 
he expressed his ideas. Professor J.O. Urmson, writing in the Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 
observed that' although there is much close argument in his writing, the importance of the fresh 
language, the bold metaphor and the terse epigram in giving the problems a striking presentation, 
in bringing down pretentious castles of learned jargon and in making his own contention 
memorable is very great indeed'. 

Ryle was also able to appreciate good style in the writings of others and this explains his 
admiration for the works of Jane Austen. On one occasion he was asked whether he was in the 
habit of reading novels. His reply was: 'Yes, I read all six of them.' In this way he expressed his 
admiration for the novelist's wit as well as giving a specimen of his own. 

(In these notes I have also used material from the 1999 'Gilbert Ryle issue' of the Linacre 
Journal, edited by Rom Harre and John Shosky, and published by Linacre College, Oxford. This 
issue contains personal recollections and other interesting contributions on and by Ryle.) 

Oswald Hanjling. 

Letters: -From: Wolfson College, Linton Road, Oxford OX2 6UD 
To Brig. Douglas Henchley, 

Dear Sir, 
I am in the process of researching for a D.Phil on the study of prehistory in l91h century 

Oxford. One of the case studies is Arthur Evans and I am focusing on his early work, rather than 
his work on Crete. I wondered whether you might have any knowledge of him as an Oxford 
'celebrity' or know what happened to any of the materials from his house once it was demolished. 

I would be grateful for your help. 
Sincerely, 

Megan Price If anyone can help please ring Megan - Tel- 01865 246030 
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Do you hat~e a computer at home and need tlha confident:& t<J 'Use it? 
Are you ~ooking to relurn to wt':u~k anti nee-d the PC krlow-how? 
Or do ynu just need to polish up your ex1sting ~Uis? 
For one to one training in the ~ollowing: 

rtUcrosoft Word, ~owerPointt Excel, Outlook, Outlook Expres-s, 
Publis.t\er, PC Awarel'\less (expl~rer, directorie-s, shortcuts etc.} 
& tha ~rrtern et. 

For a friendly & rel.axed method of teaching, specialising in 
tailored le11sons for complete beginners. QuaHfled Train·er Dip. 

Call Kimberley (01235) 527420 or ono2 909·168 

The Skyhorse 
We have lived on Boars Hill for 22 years and we remember many Sunday afternoons at 

Maud and Albi Rosenthal' s with their warm welcoming atmosphere, meeting different neighbours 
at different occasions. We especially remember the musical afternoons, artists playing just for 
this small circle. We even had the privilege to hear Albi play the violin. But we also learnt about 
spiders spinning their webs (with and without alcohol) , about a German painter who portrayed 
Goethe and w ho was murdered on horseback on his way back to Dresden, about Oscar Wilde, 
who had taken the Aesthetic Movement to 
America, and much more. We met Gottfried 
Wagner and were moved to find in his features 
the ones of Liszt' s daughter Cosima. But the 
afternoon with J on Stall worthy was special -it 
is not often that you meet a real poet. We will 
cherish his poem "Sky horse" as a memento of 
our years here. The Uffington horse is very dear 
to us - we walked there often and showed it to 
all our visitors. I always thought it poetic to 
live in the Vale of the White Horse and I 
thought ours was the most beautiful and 
elegant, unlike the Wiltshire shire horses. And 
when Jon Stallworthy took us through its 
history from when it was cut out of the grass 3000 years ago he made the time come alive which 
it had witnessed. As on a stage the episodes evolved before our inner eye: The first priests 
presiding over the White Horse cult, Danes on the Ridgeway during King Alfred's time, a Latin 
praise of a May morning in the 13th century and the conflicts of the last two centuries, giving voice 
to the human victims connected via this small part of the world. And finally, during the New 
Year of 1999/2000, looking with the poet back again from Uffington Hill and also ahead into the 
future. Annelie Gondhalekar- Breitkopf 
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Ashmole and the Ark by Priscilla Waugh 
Characters: Elias Ashmole: Windsor Herald Astrologer, Antiquary and Lawyer. 
The late Mary Ashmole: Wife of Elias Ashmole, previously Lady Mainwaring. 
The late John Tradescant 11: Gardener to King Charles II, proprietor of 'The Ark' , a 16th - century 
Cabinet of Rarities, later a museum open to the public. 
The late Hester Tradescant: wife/widow of John Tradescant II 

Time May 1683 Place : Lambeth, South London. 

The Company: Elias Ashmole Robert Booth, Mary Ashmole, his wife Pally Mountain, John Tradescant 
Bill Moulford, Hester Tradescant A lex Reid 
Directed: Pally Mountain Music by: Bill Moulford Technical Assistant: Priscilla Waugh .. 

Museums have always been at risk of challenges to the legitimacy of their acquisitions, and 
Priscilla Waugh's interesting play raises questions of perennial relevance. Oxford's Ashmolean 

Museum is recognised as being the earliest public c collection in Europe, 
and this play presents a portrayal of its founder as a man tormented by 
an unquiet conscience. In a forceful performance Bob Booth gave us an 
insight into the mind of Elias Ashmole, towards the end of life, as he 
rehearses his speech for the opening of the museum in 1683. Though he 
had been an obsessive collector of rarities all his life, his own acquisitions 
had been dominated by the arcane -he had a medieval fascination with 
magic and astrology, and he was r eluctant to accept the scientific 
rationalism propounded by many of his contemporaries. In contrast, the 
Trandescant family were highly talented plant collectors and gardeners, 
who had undertaken voyages to the north of Russia and to America in 
search of new collectors of rarities of every kind, which accumulated in 

their house in Lambeth, known as the Ark. 
Ashmole catalogued these collections; he also coveted them. His claim to have protected 

Tradescant' s "cabinet of curiosities" from dispersal and destruction was plausible, though his 
claim to their ownership was far from clear, and his three ghostly interlocutors, his first wife Mary 
Ashmole (Polly Mountain), the younger John Tradescant (Bill Moulford), and his widow Hester 
(Alex Reid) all had cogent reasons to challenge him. Ashmole' s vanity and self - justification 
contrasted well with the simplicity of the "plain plantsman" the younger John Tradescant, taunted 
by Asmole for not being equal of his father. Even if the women may have been overstating their 
grievances, this aspect of the characterisation was most skilfully brought out 
by both actresses. The authenticity of the costumes did much to underline 
the contrast between the sycophantic Royalist Asmole and the plainer Puritan 
Tradescants. 

The play was a powerful depiction of a hypothetical episode -
Ashmole did not attend the opening of the museum. Our appreciation of the 
powerful political and intellectual undercurrents of life in 17th century 
England was gr eatly aided by Peter Seaward's introduction, and the 
discussion w hich followed the performance was wide-ranging. We 
congratulate the cast (Polly Mountain was also the producer and Bill 
Moulford the musical director), and hope that they will go on to expand the production into a 
documentary which will reach a wider audience. This most enjoyable evening was made possible 
by the generosity of Nigel and Jane Jones in letting us take over their house, and in the refreshments 
organised by Robin and Heather Alpin. Our warmest thanks to all of them. Margaret Davies 
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Boars Hill Garden Club 
Chairman's Report 2003 

We started the year with a lecture by Mrs P. Liechti on 'Plants for Winter Interest' illustrated by 
slides taken in her own delightful garden in the Chilterns. 

Next, Adrian Spurling described the wild flower garden which he has created in the churchyard 
of Holy Trinity Church, Theale. 

In March, Tim Miles talked about 'Cornish Gardens' where the mild climate allows many exotic 
plants and trees to thrive. 

We visited 'Evenley Woods' in April, where numerous bulbs and flowering shrubs "'~· .. . 
have been planted ain a large mature wood. After lunch Mrs Cropley showed us her • :- ·"· · 
nearby garden, 'Hill Grounds', and was very generous in giving us plants from her garden. 

The plant sale in May was again a financial and social success. Many thanks to 
the Vermes family for their hospitality. 

On a very wet day we toured Langford Lane Fen, BBOWT Reserve, with the warden, Tim 
Vincent, who told us about the management of the reserve, the plants and the wildlife. 

On a hot sunny day in June, Andrew Spurling showed us the colourful wildflower garden he 
has created at Holy Trinity Church, Theale. ln the afternoon we had a complete contrast at 'The Old 
Rectory' Burgfield, which is 4 1/2 acres of plantsmans' garden with shrub borders, woodland, ponds 
orchard and double herbaceous borders. Huge roses climbed up trees and scrambled over high walls. 

Our visit to Highgrove was a great success. We enjoyed seeing this unique and somewhat eccentric 
garden created by HRH Prince Charles. Than you to Margaret Vermes who organised the event with 
the help of Angela Baker. 

We had another hot, sunny day for our 'Open Gardens' in the Old Boars Hill area. We are very 
grateful to our members who opened their lovely gardens for this event: Suzanne Oark, John Hewitt & 
Michael Edwards, Ngaire Johnston, Sally Crawford Smith, Jack & Diana Gordon, We were especially 
grateful to Lyn & Charles Sanders and Angela & Neil Huxter who provide teas in addition to opening 
their gardens. Mr & Mrs Yung and Mr & Mrs Lowe also very kindly allowed us to see their gardens. We 
had 75 paying visitors in addition to own members. 

In September we had a fascinating guided tour of Oxford Botanic Garden and returned to 'The 
Old Rectory' at Burghfield to see the herbaceous borders at their best. 

Our Winter programme started with a popular lecture by Jane Sterndale Bennett, 'Plant Arranging 
in the Garden'. We hope to visit her garden this summer. 

The Saturday lecture on 'Rococo Gardens' by Jennifer Meir was very interesting, but not well 
attended, so we have decide not to have Satu.rday lectures in the future. 

Everyone enjoyed the Christmas Party and the talk on 'Rare Wild Flowers' by Brian Laney. 
My personal thanks to the committee for their support and hard work throughtout the year. 

Heather Aplin, Chnirman, Feb 2004. 

Visit to the BMW plant on Wed. June 2nd 

I have recently been on this tour and found it most fascinating. 
Robots galore! We can be a party of up to 30 with nobody under 14 and 
nobody w ho uses a pacemaker. The tour requires a fair amount of 
walking but transport between buildings is by easy-access bus. Allow 
two and a half hours, but some of this is spent sitting. The cost is £3 per 
person and £2 for pensioners and students. 

Parking is in Car park 7 on the right after entering Horspath Road off the Eastern by-pass and 
we meet in the information centre under the red mini. 

Please ring Sue Reynolds on 735741 by May 22nd to reseroe a place. 
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Planning Report 03/04/2004 
There has been much activity at Warnborough recently. Our MP has 

asked a succession of written parliamentary questions, the answers to 
which were not very informative. The excuse of the Secretary of State for 
submitting to judgement on the second overturning of an inspector's 
judgement was that he had not allowed for the fact that an institutional 
use would develop the site leading to extra traffic. This shows low 
appreciation of the planning situation and the actual situation at 
Warnborough. We expect a response from the latest responsible minister 
Keith Hill, within the next three months, when he will either come to a 
decision or call another public inquiry, which would be centred on traffic generation issues. Near 
neighbours have set up a group (Neighbours of Warnborough Action Group) to monitor the 
activities on site concentrating on the environmental and squatting issues rather than planning 
ones. With Councillor Tessa Ward's help they have already done good work and Tessa having 
forced an eviction order, three noble lady members of the group including our new chairman 
turned up to see it enforced. They forcibly demanded proper protection of the site, and we all 
hope the new barriers will stand firm and not mysteriously be removed by a crane. This is what 
happened previously. The three ladies were even more horrified by the state of the site than we 
are as passers by. The buildings are clearly in a dangerous state and now we must press for them 
to be made safe or adequately fenced off. Further good news is thatSunningwell Parish Council is 
after many years of frustration taking this issue seriously. The new parish council elected in May 
is much more interested in the whole parish rather than just the village and are anxious to help, 
particularly if and when any new planning applications appear. 

S.P.A.D.E, the pressure group opposing the proposal for 6000 houses in Sunningwell, has 
continued its good work. Actively lobbying and encouraging us all to write and object to the 
breach of the Green Belt south of Grenoble Road. It is this breach that has encouraged many other 
Green Belt landowners to get in on the act, including Mr Wilcox. The first battle has been won, the 
county executive reversed the decision, and the other districts have found sufficient sites on non 
Green Belt land around the county to take the lost allocation at Grenoble Road. On April 6th the 
County Council agreed the executive decision not to build at Grenoble Road. This argument is 
clarifying as a dispute as to whether new jobs should be placed in Oxford thus exacerbating 
housing shortage there or new employment placed around the county with housing close by. 
This is a much more sustainable policy and much more in line with the other county policies for 
the environment and for travel. 

The planning application for Chilswell Farm has been resubmitted. All the modern farm 
buildings have already gone. The plans are for five properties in the old farmyard. They are all 
conversions of the older stone barns; velux roof lights and glazed gables introduce light into the 
buildings. What are of more concern are the potential boundary treatments and insidious garden 
developments. It is also clear that there are going to be diversions to the bridle and footpaths. This 
will need watching, as this is a very popular walking and riding area. 

Another change to the Boars Hill scene is imminent, as Paddock Brow is to be demolished 
but rebuilt with a modest replacement within the 30% limit. We must all hope the lovely garden 
that delighted us last summer survives. 

The Secretary of State has given his blessing to the new development on the Hartwell' s site 
in Wootton. There will be 100 houses and flats and also offices. The green belt field adjoining will 
be a public open space with a pond. Gina Birch 

Police -PC Kevin Read our local officer can be contacted on - (01235) 776000 or 08458 505 505 
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World size problems for the World Bank 

Explained by Christopher Walton - International 
Banker 

Maud Rosenthal hosted a most interesting and thought 
provoking meeting on Sunday 21st March. 

Douglas Henchley introduced Cambridge scholar 
Christopher Walton who had spent most of his working 
life in the field of overseas development; first with the 
Commonwealth Development Corporation and then, for 20 years, as a senior manager with the 
World Bank. 

Christopher explained that the World Bank is not a "bank" in the common sense. It is 
made up of 185 member countries and was founded at the Bretton Woods conference in 1944. 
The "World Bank" is the name that has come to be used for the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International Development Agency Association 
(IDA). Together these organisations provide low-interest loans, interest-free credit, and grants 
to developing countries. Some 10 000 professionals from nearly every country in the world work 
in the World Bank's Washington headquarters or in its 109 country offices. Broadly speaking 
about 40 "rich" countries provide about $8 bn pa for some 60 low-income countries. Voting 
power is based on economic influence so that the USA has about 15% and the UK about 6% of the 
total. 

Asia and Latin America had done very well from the World Bank but Africa remained a 
problem. Christopher spent most of his career helping Africa which, as he explained, is both the 
poorest and the least well administered continent and, sadly, suffers from corruption on an 
endemic scale. In one example, Kenya under Daniel Arap Moi was so corrupt and uncontrollable 
that the Bank cut off all activities there. The World Bank was criticised by some as being a hard 
nosed lender and by others as a source of" give-aways" to the 3rd world. In reality, Christopher 
said that it was after all a bank and sought to recycle its loans but these were generally of a soft 
nature often with 50 year repayment terms. 

Christopher quoted a number of examples of the type of problem he had encountered 
from his personal on the spot experience. eg Zambia where President Kaunda called in the UN 
agency FAO in place of the Bank as he did not like the bank's economic reform requirements: the 
Zambian economy had continued to decline. In Ghana out of 100 000 people working for the 
Cocoa Board, only 60 000 were real! The others were relations and other bogus workers. It was 
difficult to avoid the insatiable demand for bribes at every level. In the Sudan, Christopher 
quoted his visit to the Gazira irrigation scheme which had been originated by the British. He 
said the infrastructure - dams, drains etc - for this was complex and the Sudanese appeared to 
lack the will or discipline to keep the necessary systems working properly. It was vital that 
schemes in Africa be kept simple if they were to be of benefit. The ongoing civil war had 
precluded recent investment in the Sudan. 

In general terms Christopher pointed out that the World Bank, although a large institution, 
nevertheless accounted for only a very tiny fraction of world economic activity. He felt that 
investment without accompanying reform would not lead to long term progress in Africa. 
Christopher' stalk, of which the above is but a short resume, clearly engendered much thought 
on the issue of Third World problems as there ensued a wide ranging discussion from the floor 
about the so called North I South relationship and how best to provide meaningful help to the 
poorer nations of the world. Colin Weyer 
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Berglund is a family nm company, which has been based in England for 17 years. 

Our aim is to offer you quality windows that will add warmth and security to your home. 
We can offer wooden windows, doors, and conservatories in all shapes and sizes and with 
our professional installation seroice, we will give your home the consideration it deseroes. 

For more information or to organise for a free quote with no obligation please 
contact Henning or Thilde Berglund on 01865 736751 or at Tisbury Lodge, Bedwells 
Heath, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5/E. 

Boars Hill Association 
Final Summary Statement of Accounts as at 31st March 2004 

2002/3 
Income £1,410.62 £1,924.63 Expenditure £1,554.32 

(inc. 2 uncleared cheques£173. 70) 
**************** 

Income 2003/4 2002/3 Expenditure 
Interest cj a £0.00 £1.03 Newsletter 
Interest d / a £2 .. 28 £1.10 OPT 

Insurance 
Subs no (81) £710.00(1 76) £1,156.50 Scholarshlps 
Maps/pub £0.00 
BHAEvents £463.34 
Advertising £135.00 
Garden Club £100.00 

Sub Total £1,410.62 
cj f from 2003£1,504.91 

Total £2,915.53 

Bank Account: 
Loss on year 
cjf 2002/3 
Total credit at year end 
Bank at year end 
Current Account 
Deposit Account 
Total at Bank 

£0.00 
£741.00 
£25.00 

£0.00 

£1,924.63 
£1,878.91 

£3,803.54 

Minus uncleared cheques 
Balance carried forward to 2004/5 

AGM 2000/ 1 
BHA Events 
Tributes 
Notice board 

SubTotal 
Credit cj f to next yr 

Total 

£-143.70 
£1,504.91 
£1,361.21 

£991.77 
£543.14 

£1;534.91 
£173.70 

£1,361.21 

2003/4 
£496.00 

£10.00 
£630.00 
£200.00 

£50.62 
£127.70 

£0.00 
£40.00 

£1,554.32 
£1,361.21 

£2,915.53 

2002/3 
£2,298.63 

2002/3 
£519.30 

£10.00 
£525.00 . 

£0.00 
£95.12 

£1,149.21 
£0.00 
£0.00 

£2,298.63 
£1,504.91 

£3,803.54 

Michael ]ones- Hon Treasurer- 31st March 2004 
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The Boars Hill Playreading Groups presentation of "The Constant Wife" by Somerset Maugham 
on Friday 20th February 2004 at Whitsun Meadow by kind permission of Mr and Mrs N. Jones. 

When Maureen Pollock as Mrs Culver and Margaret Davies as her spinster daughter Martha 
began their spirited repartee at the very beginning of the play, the audience knew they were in for a 
thoroughly entertaining evening. This indeed proved to be so. 

It is 1927. Mrs Culver's elder daughter, Constance has been married to John, a busy, highly 
successful surgeon for 15 years. It has become recent gossip that unknown to Constance, he is 
conducting an affair with her best friend, the pretty married Marie-Louise. This familiar drawing 
room comedy situation provides us with a spectrum of attitudes towards marriage and fidelity from 
the elderly Mrs Culver, who harks back to the accepted "double standard " of her youth, to Martha' s 
suspiciously eager desire to acquaint her sister with the "Truth", to the overpowering knowledge and 
exploitation of the whole situation by Constance herself. She is the "injured wife" with a difference. 

Lindsay Sandison made a splendid Constance. She brought out with relish all the character's 
vitality and wit which barely conceal her ruthless manipulation of everybody else. Once again, as in 
many of these productions, it was hard to remember this was a READING of the play. Bob Booth as 
John Middleton made the most of the farcical twists of the plot, especially in the closing scene. Carol 
Fitzpatrick played Marie-Louise effectively, revelling in the superficial charm and will to deceive of 
this pretty but otherwise rather ordinary young woman. Ron Sowden was amusing as her jealous 
but too easily cowed husband. 

Two people provide Constance with the chance to demonstrate her independence to John. Valerie 
Shaw was convincing as Barbara Fawcett, unusual for that time and social scene in running her own 
interior design business; she offers Constance a partnership, first refused but later expediently taken 
up. The other character who is grist to Constance' s mill is Bernard Kersal, the old flame returned from 
years abroad who wants to see her as much as possible during his leave. David Cook was both 
wistful and opportunistic in this role. 

In the final Act, a year later, Constance can put a cheque for a £1000 into John's account from 
her earnings with Barbara for her year's keep, and she can go off for a six weeks' romantic spree with 
her old admirer Bemard (conveniently for her he has to go back to his job abroad after this). After that 
she intends to return to John since like him she has demonstrated she can earn money and choose to 
have a temporary affair. This, of course is to flout the double standard and John and others are suitably 
outraged. But he, ultimately, is forced to concede that he wants her back. She is capricious but 
enchanting, so, "Yes, damn you, come back," he roars. The stage direction that ends the play is that 
she then blows him a light kiss and goes out , slamming the door. This is Maugham' s mischievous 
homage to the much more celebrated door slam in Ibsen' s "A Doll's House" when Nor a, the wife 
treated as a plaything walks out. It is a clue to his play. 

Maugham's play does touch on the changing roles of men and women but the play is frothy 
and frivolous because for most of the time the characters are all so friendly-even affectionate- while 
carrying on their necessary deceits. This has a farcical effect. The playreading group caught the tone of 
this very well, and drew in the audience in unprecedented fun which ranged from uproarious laughter 
to a few quite audible catcalls and comments in the final act- directed solely at the characters and 
certainly a tribute to the actors' skill. This play is both ancient in the society it d epicts and modern in its 
cynical attitude to almost everything. 

Jeanne-Marie Horwood provided Constance's alluring outfits in Acts 2 and 3. Heather and 
Robin Aplin, as so often, gave us delicious refreshments. We all appreciated the hospitality at Whitsun 
Meadow. Brian Costeloe, in addition to playing Bentley the admirable butler, is much to be 
congratulated on a magnificently amusing production. It was a splendid evening. 

K.M. Stringfellow 

Cast List: 
Mrs Culver - Maureen Pollock, Bemard Kersal - David Cook, Martha Culver - Margaret Davies, Mortimer 
Durham- Ron Sowden, Barbara Fawcett - Valerie Shaw, Bentley - Brian Cos teloe, Constance 
Middleton- Lirtdsay Sandison, John Middleton, F.R.C.S. - Bob Booth, Marie-Louise Durham - Carol 
Fitzpatrick. Produced by Brian Costeloe 
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The Creation of Science Fiction - Brian Aldiss on 71
h March .at Hall Acre. 

There was a large audience at Hall acre to welcome the return of the 
native Brian Aldiss. He and Margaret, as Brian explained, left Boars Hill 
for Headington, at her request, during her final illness; bringing us up to 
date, he introduced his daughter Wendy, who now lives, with her own 
family, at Sprivers. He and Margaret sold their house to Sir Roger and 
Lady Penrose, and together Brian and Sir Roger collaborated on a book 
White Mars, an Antarctic treatise aimed at making it plain that progress 
requires co-operation as well as competition. 

After these confidences, we were gently introduced to the notion 
that Brian has left Science Fiction behind. He almost regards it as passe, 
overtaken by the literature of magic and fantasy. He explained that he has 
changed, feels less estranged, more in tune w ith the 2JS1 century. He has written an opera -
Oedipus on Mars, an introduction to a new edition of around the world in 80 days, an 
autobiography - Twinkling of an Eye, and a novel, an "English Romance" - Affairs at Hampden 
Ferrers. 

We were treated to readings of three extracts from the new novel, and ' treat' is the right 
word because Brian is clearly a sublimated actor. First there was Mr Aziz at the newsagent's, 
then the visit of 3 policemen (surely, it couldn't have been Inspector Lorry load?) to Mr Sump ton, 
finally the vicar, advising 55-year-old Penelope, ecstatically reeling from a kiss. The book is a 
series of episodes which together will indicate the evolution of a stable community. His next 
book will use similar technique to convey the history of the 120th century. 

Questions and comments were plentiful and wide - ranging, Brian responded 
generously as 4.00pm passed, and 5.00 pm got closer. He is unfailingly easy to listen to, and 
seems not to tire. He has agreed to come again. 

It was a pleasure to be in Maud and Albi's library again and to be waited on by Julia 
Rosenthal whose patience with us seems endless. 

PETNET - Report update 15.04.04 
Lost (from 4.04.04) 

Phyllis Treitel 

DOG: Jake, the male black and tan mongrel has disappeared once more, but so 
far no sign of him. Last time he was caught running down the Cumnor Road. 
Have you seen him? 
Seen 
DOG: On 23 March a grey poodle type looking rather distressed and lost, was seen on Sandy 
Lane but vanished before it could be grabbed! Any news? 
Re-united 
DOGS: A Golden Retriever on night excursions was re-united with his owners having escaped 
from his garden. 
An elderly Cairn Terrier lost from Barton Estate was reclaimed from the Animal Sanctuary. 
Sympathy to the family whose missing dog was killed on the Cumnor Road. 
Information Wanted 
Has anyone seen or heard any reports concerning Bertie the Peacock. He has been known to go 
walk about in the past but this time he seems to have disappeared. If you have any news (good 
or bad) please would you let me know. 
Please keep the calls coming, any information could be useful. Thank you. 

Lesle1 Chaund PETNET 01865 735448 
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2004 AGM Report of the Boars Hill Branch of The Oxford Preservation Trust 
The AGM of the Boars Hill Branch of the Oxford Preservation Trust was held on Tuesday 

23rd March 2004 with Rear Admiral JP Edwards in the chair. The Chairman began by thanking 
our hosts, Mr & Mrs R Stevens for their hospitality and committee members for the provision of 
refreshments. 
He reported on developments at Trust Head Office where despite staff shortages (the position 
of Assistant Administrator remains unfilled) and a heavy workload, they were coping admirably 
with several large projects, in particular Oxford Castle. He also mentioned the excellent members 
programme for 2004 offering a wide selection of events including guided visits to Oxford Castle, 
the Bodleian Library, Oxford Churches, the William Morris Red House in Kent and Tyntesfield 
House near Bristol. 

Steven West, the Warden, will again be leading walks around Boars Hill, including a 
Bluebell walk in Abraharn Wood on Sunday 9th May. Jarn Garden Open Day will be held on 
Sunday 13th June and David Lambert, the historic garden expert, will lead walks around the 
garden. 

Planning matters on Boars Hill have again been dominated by the future of Warnborough 
College. There is widespread support for change of use from institutional to residential use 
and the outcome of the third enquiry is now awaited. 

During the year the Trust has carried out extensive work on the Hill, replacing seats, 
repairing gates and fences. Fly tipping remains a problem, aggravated by the detritus of drug 
users. 

The Committee Members due for retirement this year were Dr AD Le Claire, Mrs P 
Simms and Mr P Elliott. Mrs P Simms had already resigned in January and Dr Le Claire and Mr 
Elliott having agreed to stand again were re-elected to serve until 2007. Mrs G Birch, a eo-opted 
member has been made an elected member. The Chairman thanked Miss S Donovan, who had 
resigned as a eo-opted member, for her extraordinary record of service to the Trust. Until two 
years ago she had been the Boars Hill Committee's secretary for 22 years and for nearly half 
that period had represented Boars Hill interests on the Land Committee. 

The Secretary presented the financial statement for 2003. The Jarn Garden Open Day had 
been a great success again raising £272.95 and exceeding last year's total. The main item of 
expenditure has been the purchase of a replacement seat on the Old Golf Course in memory of 
Professor Gilbert Murray. The balance held at the end of the year was £776.55. 

Finally, the Chairman referred to the retirement of Mr J Simrns as Chairman of the Boars 
Hill Association. He thanked him for all the work he had carried out over many years on behalf 
of the residents of Boars Hill. 

Following the meeting, Dr Ian Scargill, Chairman of the Oxford Green Belt Network, gave 
a very interesting, illustrated talk on the Green Belt. He described the extent, location and 
reasons for its existence. He reminded us that not all Green Belt land is attractive or important 
from an ecological point of view, such as disused farm land and is therefore often more 
vulnerable to threat from developers. The audience was then invited to ask questions on a 
subject that is of importance locally. Frances M V Morris, Secretary. 

BHA Subscription for the Financial year April2004- March 2005 
If you have not already paid since the AGM, please forward your subscription- suggested 

minimum £5. (Our sincere thanks to those who generously contribute more). 
(Cheques made payable to Boars Hill Association and marked with your house name). 

To: Michael ]ones, BHA Treasurer,Willowbrook, Boars Hill, Oxford OX15DS 
using the sticker provided and marking the envelope with your house name. 
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