














































2t JARN lVIOUND 

l circle, To tlle North East of this, Brill, OllCC a \vell-kll0\V 
, indmill spa, 600 feet up on its llill-top, capped by an old 

, rises some 12 miles distant from J am as the crow flies 
, To the right of Forest Hill the sky-linc grO\VS neal'cr 

being boundcd, East of Oxford, by Shotover, the sovereign 
heigbt of its ilnlnediate environs, a large part of the crest 
a11d the Soutilcrn slopes of which-mainly through the action 
of the Trtlst- llave now been saved in perpetuity from the 

, inlminent dangers threatening their natura1 beauty 
Beyond Cuddesdon, on the South Eastern promontory of 

the Shotovcr group of llills, there now opens a wider low]and 
strctch, \vatcred by the Thame, including the historic field 

algl'ovc- marked by its monument-where Hampden If CI ( 
, t<tIJy wouJlded U ts J r 

11 c()un try is ovcrlooked by the long cha1k range is l' I ' 
S, \vllich, lying at a mean distance of about il( ' I'I (I( 111c ' (' I 

e vic\v-point of ] arn and for a stretch l l il( ,s (1()I ' t \\'c'lIt 
, C wllole horizon along t11at section amcs tl I ll'I '\) t 

igl1csl l)oil1ts are marked by a succession of Beacon I-lills Ils I 
. jS'iJlg slig]ltly over 800 feet above sea level 

OI thcsc, tllat to the extreme North East holds in its fold 
o\v known as " Cymbeline's Mount," which, \vitll the a t: I II 
g Ilamlet of Kimble, preserves a continuous record of i L<ljoi . 

, 1C akin to tllat of the ancient British King LI ib;tl t \: 
Y, clnbccl(lcd in its beechwoods, lies Chequer's Court, of ll ard l 

Jnore reccnt association., while, above Chinnor, a singular 
-clnorial, Bledlow Cross, is clearly defined, rising, in Byzan I . 

on a pyramida1 base, cut out of the turf of the ioJ tinc fas 
, illside, ]jke tllC White Horsc on the opposite Berkshire Downs 

C perhaps discern a Christian challenge to that fay wc 11C 

agan devicc of old Celtic tradition, the White Horse of the J 
opposite l)owns, that marks the boundary ridge of the " West 

? Country " beyond 
Looking out towards the point beyond Wallingford, \vhere 

the 'fhames breaks through between the Cllilterns and tlle 
Berkshire Downs, the two-headed Wittenham Clumps with 
their prehistoric dykes and summit groves form a prorninent 
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JARN MOUND 2 ב

feature of the foreground, rising like steep isl('ts from tne 
', n(}t n} ~ hill -iמ,\ dark green mass of Bagley Wood, These t 

ep ,,'at ... h ~ dominate the confiuence of Thame and Thames but k 
th tll<lt ך\\ g תiover a point on the rivcr roughly correspond 

t:d טind וwhcre its regular navigation began, Thcre is e\'idcnce 
-that already in pre-Roman times the tin merchants fron1 Corn 

antaae of ז\ vall, who had reached this point overland, took ad \ 
the watet transit to the mouth of the riveT, In tl1e Thames 
Estuary, where their tin currency recurs, the)' passed on thcir 
wares to Gaulish traders from bevond the Channel, \\'ho 

l arseilles, On ב( lassalia נfinaily conveyed them to distant 
-hills o\.-'erlook J)urche-tcr דn\ eam the h זtthe lcft bank of the s 
-p ~ on-Thames, with its. remains of Roman as weU as uf exc 
' tionaily early Teutonic antiquity, Therc still stand:; its finl. 

mediaeval Abbey, the site of the first bishop's seat of tlle Wcst 
, Saxons, which the Normans transferred to Lincoln 

In the Gap, beyond, that separates the Chiltern range fr'oIn 
Ollgh, tllC זךthe Berkshire Downs, where the Thames breaks tl 

crs are wont to roar and tumble רescaping waters of its lasl 
'. rising ~ like an angry sea, Here the high cha1k hill of Streatlc 

-some 600 feet abo\le the left bank forms a conspicuous land 
mark, and its name, taken from the 'illage bel0 \\' , \\'hcre the 

-an זך'r ,'c ~ present bridge is, supplies a clear rccord of anoth 
cient line of communication, The Roman "Street" here in 

. e course of \'hich רquestion is, in fact, the Icknield \Vay, tl 
D 01\'1lS ~ following the Northem contour of the foothills of th 

'" -four.d ~ more or less parallel to the Ridgc \Vay abo\' -
.~ crossing point of the River at this point, Henct; Ull\\'ards 

! :.u !ו, t 13ritL 1ןןCll \1 .נ 'fhis evidence is supplied by a curious class of 
 ",. ·iin ~ coins. apparently used by thc till mcrcbants from ilic \\'1,: t r, 1:נ

h _ .. reotr ןhave bcen made at or ncar Dorchester-on-Thanll:o יof whicl 
oo ;'ה{' l- d ~ tbe London arca and tbe Thames Estuary and bcar d\,;'l מi
~ l ז-~ t 1נ ., ... ~ interme<tiate Gaulish types from Grcek brass pil.:c ןthrougl 
-j. ob ג{:.ז Ma.rscilles) . The allied class of Gaulisll coins-formed nO lOllgcr ( 
~ or copper allo)'ed \vith till aJl(} !" !l-is a .~ו vcd. of pure tin. but oI poti זcs 

o! tll ' C \,;ו r ו/teresting fact tllat ןןomc on tbe Upper Seinc. lt is a highl)' i ןI 
 canlC to light at Dorchester-on-'fhamcs itselI \vhile a sma11 111I.lזr l C t:שecו:\ו

, IC t:6c"'here liנ at Penzance. 1 hope to give a fuller accoWlt of this trade 
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23 ]ARN MOUND 

, ack arc traceable זC North East both the name and t בt l 
e !o\\'-level fasbion , thc wllo1e length מskirting, in tl1e sa1 

cir furthcr offshoots, It passes close וiltems and tl בof tbe CJ 
, car Dunstable, and, further on ןfaiden Castlc, J ~ beJo\v 
-OUgl1 New זןitt]c OJl olle side, rlms tJ נJcaving Calnbridge a 

arket, and l1cads directly for tlle Norfo]k borcler and to tJ1e מI 
centres of the Iccni- " Boadicea's" clan- whencc its Saxon 

in places improved by Roman רfl10ugl ' ,נame is derived ךנ
estion of its renlotc prehistoric 1ןds, there call be no ql ןa ןJ 

olsey ןa.ntiqllity, A bl'anc]1 line ran from the foot o'f CJ 
-Do\vns to a.n alterna tive crossing point of tlle rivcr at Wal 

lingford, t he name of \vllicll is by some supposecJ to bring it 
to connexion with tbc surviving British population of West ןנi 

c old connexions \vith t11e lower רWales, amongst \Vmc]1 tJ 
cy ,\'cre by the וg 1'cmembercd as tl )ןזTl1ames may }1a, rc been }C 

, Welsh drovel'S on tJ1C C()ts\Yold sic]e 
the last ךi\lcstcl-n clirectiol \ 1'> 1,נ. 11(1 S() II L נIn tl)e \Vestcr 
lat Iead ןalivc tJ'[tcl{s oi anciellt Ways t ךtraces of the altcrl 

t U1 the directioll of Salisbury ךJ נbeyond the dO\-Yll-1an(ls po 
. Plain 

fhis old route that crossed the Thamcs below Streatley ' 
, ch can still be made out iבl ()f wl נlill and a long scctiQ !-

g along tht' 11(.';\1'\'1' b<>rdcrs of the Cbilterns and the ןl111il ןl 'ז
-vcry early diagonal line of inter .הf. tt,t רs, repres<.:nts il חr\\ DO 

CvcJl tuaJly linking the Wash with .(ןl ן\: course across our is l 
Southampton Watcl·. l t is sa{e to say that a longer stretch 

cicllt route - over thirty milcs-ca.n וI .הof tllC course of tllis 
be at least geographic:1Jly surveyed from ] arn Mound tball 

. from any other point in its whole extent 
From the Gap tllroug}1 which the Thames ruI1S, ,vhat is 

, practically a contilluatioJl of the same cllalk esca rpmellt 
broken through by its \-yaters, stret cl1es vVest il1 a long 

bourhoocl of וsweep, some forty milcs in extent, to the ncigl 
lmder the name of tlle Berkshire ו,Swindon and l\1arlborollgI 

-War-Way- a curious evidencc of thc re נaןli גcu lC 1ן Icenhild-weg-tl 
c;'vita$, in thc ןom:U ~ e a l וחLs oJd 13rit ish tribe, beco ונvived importance of t 

• l Va.siOl\S נi011 ,{ da.rk days of the Sa. 
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­~ Downs. But, though the sub-soil is the same, the hills rapidl 
divest tl1emselves of the old woodland gro\vth and, in contrast 
to the beech-clad slopes of tlle Chiltems on the other side of 

 the valley, take tlle character of open country, \vith an abwנ­
' dance of rough pasture. In a hollow of the Do\vns lies Ils!e5 

its village market surrounded by sheep-pens, while, in r11e -
more Westerly direction, especially about Lamboume, the 

ell adapted for horse ~ country has been found specia]ly \ 
. training 

Over tl1is undulating plateau, embracing some 75 square 
 l11iles, the contours of the hills are largely bared to our ,ie \\ן.

er makes ז\ The Spirit of the Downs broods over them. \iVhoe 
his way through their inmost folds cannot but be spell-bound 
by the pervading sense of space and of isolation from the \vorld 
below. A medley of gently rounded hill tops, with winding 

, combes between that mark the course of underground waters 
spreads in every direction as far as the eye can reach. In its 
own degree the solemn impressron here evoked is akin to that 

. f tlle steppes or the desert or of the open sea itself )( 
From the Thames Gap the \vhole sector of the panorama 

/. as surveyed from ]am Mound, stretching from S.E. to S.W 
g שmin follows the horizon of this upland mass, the sky-line r 

at an average distance of thirteen or fourteen miles. Due 
South rise the Ilsley Downs, that were ideally visible to the 
Poet from the Tree below. '[0 the right of these the summit 
ridge is c]early broken by the wooded outline of the bal'row 

 known locally as "Scutcham's Knob" or "Cuckhamsleyי,
the burial place, long violated, of the pagan West Saxon -

King Cwichelm.l 
An idealline drawn from ]arn Mound, and passing about 

three-quarters of a mile West of Scutcham's Knob, reaches tlle 
loftiest point of the Berkshire Downs and, indeed, the higl1est 

clm 1, \vho dicd in 593 A. D. A seCOIld kiJlg of thc same name 1ן Cwicl 
636) had l)cen baptized. and would (as W. A. Stevenson pointed out), have ( 

-l consecrated ground. The barrow already appears as Cwi וibeeJl buried 
. 1006 the Saxon Chronicle for iזl ) chelmes-hlrew (Cwichelms " low" or barrow 
-1I1any latcr variations of the namc ate known, such as "Cuchins]ow," "Cuck 

", hamsley Hill," " Scutchamere " and " Scutchamfly barrow 
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25 JARN MOUND 

-ll in England-kno\vn as Inkpen Beacon, and includ i1ד chalk 
ing tJle large prellistoric camp of Walbury. Forrnerly this 

cd as someW]lat over a thousand feet in height but רנwas rec](o 
c last Ordnance Survey the height of the ךng to tl ןtccord ~ 

l-iclge has bCC'Ll reducecl to 969 feet, and Berkshire has been 
le (( mountaill ", according to the technical ןof jts O וClCPl'ivcc 

oint 1S 27 miles distant from Jarn, and as the וכis ]ו~ l ' ]ךךך.tC 
g crest, a little East of Farnborough village נוicst i11 j'crvcl1 ]ןig ןl 

i,l('s '(ro]11. the l\found, is not more than 600- 700 feet 4רו I ןן)ןרt ~ 
-lts, rnathematically, that under favourable at ןcSI. ·זi1 ,ךig'I )ן

st be ןllcrjc conditiollS the top of Inkpen BeaCOll mt 111 )(~נכ 

. visib]c 
, 11is 11ill-top, consisting of three continuous headlands [' 

ave t}1rice visited, supplies a good illustration of 1ר J ן, icl }ןw 
titude itself does 110t imply a good all-roulld וf,tct t]1<-1,t a t,נ tJI 

e Boar's 1-!i11 station, of little over half ךןcl('cd, t ךLI 'I'I()() I( jI )( 
ore exte]lded panoralna. 1t is וןucll J .רוll t, of'fcrs a l ~ IC lICi נl ' 

T estern edge of the ridge there opens a ו\\ tlle .ס'כורtl' UC tl1a1. (l ' 
. spacious view of t11e lower I{ennet Valley beyond Ne\vbury 

FrOJn this poi11t its signal blaze should have been \vithin 
. ange of that on the Beacon Hill of the Southern Chilterns ז'

Rc]o\v, however, on the Hungerford side,-though the upper 
­, lcy reaches to the fringe of Savernal(e Forest נe Va ]ךparl, of t 

e Berksllire Downs beyond the stream רe t11ai]1 Jnass o:f tl רtl 
e vie'vv t o the North at a distance of little over ]ךt תts i ןSll L 

five 111iJes. 111 the Hampsllire direction, again South, the 
prospect is confined to a scattered group of near-lying 

-Jlill-tops \vith a fe\v glimpses of the Downs above An 
hly on very clear nights could the fiare of 1nkpen ס. dover 

1a ve bcell visible from the Boar's Hill beacon. By day, an ] 
object on the middle of the Inkpen crest that 111ight be nlade 
out \vith a t elescope is the Combe Gibbet, "a gaunt and 

-suggestive wooden frame\'Vork, which, according to a con 
dition of the lease, must be kept in repair by the tenants of 

, Eastwich Farm."l In spite of this, ho\vever, these \vilds 
1 F. G. Brabant, B erkshire (in the " Little Guides" series, l\:1ethuen)I 

. t of the Inkpen Bea,con is there given n,ונp. 146. A good acco 
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c נlndesirab ןite recent years, vvere a haunt of ןdown to ql 
ch al)proacl1ing banditry that ןg so ml תigypsies alld of sometl1 

nned ןl בbs the neck of Gibbet Hil1 V\'a·s sl ןthe road. that clin 
. lely travellers גat night by lO 

To return to tlle Berl(slrire Do,"vns more immediately vvithin 
poillt and overlooking the Vale of -זtlle scope of the ]arn vieV\ 

re ןthe White Horse. In tllis Section tlle best COl111ectillg lil1ks c 
-supplied by tlle very ancient Ridge Way tllat follovvs the es 

carpment fl-om tl1e IJ.sley side onvvards as a kind of uplancl 
isible ן\ double of the IcknieJcl Way below. Its grassy track is 

-close by tI SClltcham's Knob ", heading, broad a.nd clear, to 
prehistoric stro]lghold of Uffulgton Castle. Not far ~ wards th 

ldmark of ןnd of Cvvichelm vvas another la ןfrom tlle burial mOl 
West Saxon pro\vess that has long since vallished, thotlg11 it 
gave its name to a Hundred.1 1'his was the old "Naked 
Thom," that llere stood on tlle crest of the dOWll, marking the 
place wllere had been the thick of the fi.ghting ,"vben, while 
Killg Etllelred stilJ lingered over 11is prayers, Alfred- born at 
Wantage below- stormed the centre of tlle Danisl1 position 

2 This name tl1en extended .וn;ז,\ in his great victory of Ashdo 
. furtller Eastward than at present 

Some five miles West of Cwicllelm's barrovv, the old tTack 
skirts tlle highest point of the range, rising 856 feet above sea 

, level. Here, "vith their contours t learly cut on the horizon 
stand tlle earthworks of the late British stronghold known 
as Uffingtoll Castle. Immediately below this, al1d partly at 
least contemporary, is the White Horse, shrouded indeed fl-om 
the ] am vievvpoint by a fold of the Down vvhich forms one 

It has been thought vvortll while to ננ.side of its " Manger 
supply on the diaI a miniature copy of the outlines of the 

-Horse itself, Wl1ich, with its half dismembered legs, repre 
ittle ~ sents a Celtic type that appears on Britisll c()ins a 

before OlU era. Its preservation through all later times is 
1 Mentioned in Doomsday. Cf. \V. H. Stevenson, Assey's Lije oj Ki1Zg 

. 3eauclliLmp נrai, p. 238. It is now includccl in tl1e HW1dred of COlnpton ןAl 

. ot a tr<:)c ןd l ןal ~ 2 AcscandW1, tlle dO\Vll of Aesk (Ash), the name of a rtUl1 

. See Stevenson, op. cit 
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~ itself an unparalleled example of the loyalty of local tra 
} dition 

A couple of milcs further along the old Ridge Way a clump 
of trccs rises 0]1 tllC horizon that is one of the landmarks of 

g a monument much earlier than the רthe Ri(Igc, containll 
Horsc. '[llis consists of the traces of a Long Barro\v containing 
a mcgal.ithic tomb, for the last thousand years known to 

. eutonic Vulcan 1ו folkJorc ,LS " Waylal1d's Smitl1Y " from the 
e \Vllite Horse Hill spreads the spacious Vale רBCl()\y tl 

d frum it, \vatered by the little river Ock tllat rises 11ear '(ךnan 
gt()n village and joins the Thames at Abingdon a little וUfT1I 

beio,y St. Helen's Church. The broad expanse formed by the 
ns ofiers the widest opening for an ~ Valc )101·t11 of the Do, 

, extc]1ded outlook that the encircling ranges 11ere allow 
the lligl1 וace of about 20 miles fron כSI :ו. for יgin }וstrctc 

ing Cotswold border ן) of Barbury Cast 1c to t1)e outl כI ךחC;t 
, urch on its hill ]ךv{\ (..' jl 'J1CCSLC)·. 'l'he Spit·c of Svvindon C ){נaI 

inellt feature of מil1 tl)C Wiltsl)irc bordcl'S, is llere a prOl ןvitl \< 

t11crc is 110 11eight as lnuch as כt11e 110rizOl1. In t11is widc gal 
1g ki400 100 ז feet above sca level. It may be said indeed that 

slightly South of West a belt about eight miles \vidc extends 
at Icast as far as Chippenham and Malmesbury some 36 miles 

1 }ar]1. Along this runs the divide betwccn the מt fro וc.:list,LI 
. amcs and tl1c Wi1tshire A von ךva]]cys of t11C r[I 

is low belt,-extending in a Westcrly dircction some ןrl' l 
-forty miles,-has 110 doubt supplied the basis of an often re 

peated statement t11at from one or other point of Val1tage on 
BOal-'S Hill t11C waters of t11c Severn lVlout11 or cven the 

. Bristol Challnel 11ave been actually descried 
-anCe Sur d01 'ת A tradition CVCl1 exists t11at onc of tlle 

t of the וleyors \VhO erected the landmark on the 11igl1CSt POll \ 
of long ,תHill J1ad \vitnessed this. An old man of \.voottO 

, leasurc(l dra\villgS of thc HOI'sC cxecuted ןY is takcll from I 1>נ\כ 'J'JIC C 
Y superv isioll , by Mr. I--Icrbcrt Hurst יirty-IIvl; yc,Lr:; SillCC, tUldcr n 11ו)()ut tl , 

l\111Seun1. 1 al11 glad to add that a l'cpJ ica of trus גaןlc )(וC AsJtI1 ןand 110 \\' ill tl 
-statc, b)' \vhich to con ~ the Stc\,rard's Officc o f thc Cravell עזd '(ז, prest' r iב; 

. 1g or repair oI thc figure נil גatrol thc i uture C}C 
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sight, \vas said to have seen the glint of the water as ,vell as a 
g הdark object, which he supposed to be a vessel, slo\vly movi 

. across it 
But the di:fficulties in the way of accepting such statements 

, are insuperable. The distance, as the crow .fiics, to Aust 
; the nearest point at tlle mouth of the Severn, is 56 miles 

to the neighbourllood of Clevedon, on the Channel, it is 
-llate xiג appro 69דש. The respective lines followed wOuld r 

ly thl'ough Malmesbury and Bristol. Against t11is it must be 
observed that from Bath, North\vard, intersecting both these 

-40 feet lllgh-and pro c-זךn\\ 1ines, beginning with Lansdo 
longed beyond the neighbourhood of Chipping Sodbury-where 
thc hills attai.n over 600 feet- rises a belt of uplal1ds decidedly 
loftier than any point of Boar's Hill. After all, too, the 
Earth itself is round and, though the refraction due to certain 

at raise thc distant ןstates of the atmosphere might somewl 
horizon, meteorologists will hardly accept tl1e possibi1ity of so 

. great an uplifting 
fhe sea in truth can 11ardly be said to be visible, but its " 

ine deposit ]נbreath is not unfelt, and, after gales, a :fine crysta 
01 sea salt has been known to make its appearancc on v.rindow 

, panes in exposed positions of the Hill . On its further bluffs 
wherc it is open to the full force of Atlantic breezes from the 

. South-West, fus and birches are at times felled by the score 
-During the great storm of 1916 a breach- marked by the over 

throw of some eighty trees-\vas cut clean through the wood 
a·t Youlbury. Under favourable conditions, ho\vcver, visibility 
should in any case, reach an exceptional distance along the 
low lying Western gap, and signal fires on I(il1g'S Down above 

. Bath could have passed on tl1eir tidings to thc Beacon llere 
We are here, after all, it must be remembered, on Wessex 

. soil and the local dialect is already the soft West Saxon 
through \vhat גIt is not too much, indeed, to say that, botl 

, may be called aerial contact as well as by historic tradition 
" 'est of England begins at this ridge- less t. lonely ~ the 

now-behind which, to the pilgrim from the Oxford side, "the 
sunset fJ.ames." The sea itself remains shrouded from the vie\v 
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bllt in its more sheltered nooks the Hill still shares somethillg 
. of a marine climate 

-Conspicuous in the foreground of this comparatively lo'vv 
land tract tllat opens between the Western end of the DO'vvns 
and the Cots'vvolds to tlle North, as unfolded to the view frOlll 
J anl lVlou]1d, is Faringdon Clump \vith its round CrO\Vll of firs 
and « CromwelI's Battery", while Harrowdo\vn Hill to the 
Nortll-East, rising steeply above the river - riddled with 

hames" and ך'badger burrows - overlooks the « youthful 
. sOllletlling of its " three lone weirs 

Beyond, the Cots,vold Hills frame this side of the lO'vvland 
'vvhere chalk is replaced by oolitic limestone. The ,]ןbl'eac 

presence, due to tllis, of splendid building material coupled 
le \vea1th, derived from its pastures, of tlle old wool נwith t 

is whole region an architectural ןנts ]Ias nlade t ךןl ןו;C "רךג(ן(
tJ' J(e(1 by a succession of fine CI1Ul"ches. Tlle spire ~ 1 וt I '11 "ב t ~ 11"('rl 

l"cll is visible- sixteen miles dista.nt dlle vVest ןCJll ו..: nll וJr 1. 't: II ( 
e Upperl1l0st reaches of the river, but tllat of בlg t נiן(_נV'crJoo )( 

ted glass, lies too low, as does ןford 'vvitll its store of pail ~ Fail 
rford further North. So, too, the intervelling hill of Pllrtoll ןBL 

uts out the noble tower of Cirencester Church- itself of }ןs 
CathedraI size and for the lightness and beauty of its late 

, Gothic stylc surely unsurpassed. Cirencester, indeed 
all that it has stood for in rnedievaI and especially ill ןanc 

I{olllan tirnes- when it \vas, so far as the extent of its walls 
is concerned, the first city after Londoll and the seat of 
tlle Governor or IZector of the province of Britannia prima-is 
itself obscured. A clear view, however, should be obtained in 
good ,veatllel' conditions of the Birdlip pass, \vith its summit 

ver 900 feet up, imrnediately behind, crossed in ancient and )( 
. rnoderll time by the high road linking it with Gloucester 
, Fl'om Cirencester to the North-East t'vvo Rornall tracks 

the Fosse \Vay and Akeman Street traverse the rnain mass 
of the ulldulating Cotswold plateau. A section of this to 
some\vhat beyond Stow-in-the-Wold, where six highways 

the lVIound ןcross at a 11eigl1t of 769 feet, is included withil 
-panorama. Eight miles beyond this-31 from jarn-Broad 
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way Tower stands on a point of the highest Cots\vold ridge 
1 . at a height of over a thousand feet above sea level 

 miJes distant as the Cl'O ~ Almost in thc same direction, I3 \\ז
igh poles of Lea:field ן} flies, on a hill-top rising 600 feet, the 

, ic Station are visible to thc naked c)'e וelegrapl 'ןWireless 
ttitudc. 'lנ 'hesc ar נtllemselves adding another 300 feet of a 

in direct communication \vith Nova Scotia, Pekin, the Cape 
. and South America 

-e surviving frag רWe are here already within the limits of tl 
ments of Wychwood Forest , indeed in its cent ral division as 
it existed in Edward l's time.2 lt thcn extcnded from tllC 

d the נaןWindrush, by Burford and Witney, to Woodstock 
Even10de near Eynsham-a part included in thc segment ()f 
the ]arn dial that is shut out from vie\v. The Forest border 

. thus cxtended to within nearly five miles of Oxford 
Oxford itself has been rightly described as a lt Cotswold 

-to\m ." Apart from the importance of its position as alter 
fercia and Wesscx and on the ~ nately a frontier outpost of 

main highway bet\veen the Thames and Sevcm Valleys, it 
a ורseems long to have served a humbler purposc as a }ink i 

chain of conncxion bct\veen the old indigcnous element 
at it had lost רstill dominant in \Vales and the richer land tl 

-in the Easterly direction. '!' }1e story runs t11at up to com 
parati\rely recent times the Welsh drovers witll their ponies 

lt נie רown " had a highly incollvel 'ןeading for " London וI 
. 1crton College ~ right of \vay through the precincts of 
, liddle Agcs גIt is likely, moreover, that down to the early 

they never lost guidance in tlleir o\vn t ongue \\'}lcn making 
ld forcst נathcir \vay over the \vild tract of upland \vold 

vood record \ןthat ltty almost to the City gate5, In t11c Wycl 
of Ed\vard 1'5 time above referred to, t llCI'C is at least OllC 

J\dS is 10 .2-+ fcc'l ~ C '! 'O\VCr s t  l. 1 1'llc actuc.ו hcigllt Qf tllC i)pot on whiclן tJן >
. 1048 tly asccndit1g !;()tl tllwards to רsligl 

 l' 2וו e Peranך buJutiult of tו 1C Forest, dra\VI1 Uוי i in l.ו lt ~ s lג (· .r ~ e )ןנ)()«(
I .t וseqq, \\' il ~ Vll (r851)). 1). -4 l ~~ co!Qgia, Vol. X /(ןןc 1ז ·• as published in '" 

disaffolc:::.tc:d ;גs'\\ aJI, J t ןןY. AkcrJ ,] ,ט)al) drcl.\Vlt up ןןןtary and נרeןm םco 
. 1853 in 
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-at dis ןןil1 t ה.ין\ t points· to a long survi .1ה ] nclary narnc t ןןo נI 
ot far from Witn<'y a l1d near א. dit i()ns ןך)( ict of bilingtlal c 'ןt 

Akcman Street tJ1at ]1('1'(' t":\\' t' rsed 1ו>נ track oI tl ןtllc grce 
lcr words ןtllt' Forest , occurs tllC name "'rl'ernaunmer(',"1 in ot 

icized ןla('c uf the stonc," as Ang )ו" sll )'('\ו\ - thc ~ 1'rCl}lae} 
iva]cnt ןle - d()llb]('cl \vith its Eng lisll rqL ןןrding to f (נn.cc 

" d.tr}' mark. In this ('as(' tllC " mark וr rr," a bouI ןןl ., 

, n ent ןןL 1ךC bcen a prehistoric stOllC mOI \.1ה ] t \\1c11 ךigl ךךits<'lf I 
e רt ' " ()r tl וsucI1 as the "Ha\\,k-s t()I -ן,uf \VllicI 'ן\ךt ן:ךו)( S 

thin .ן\\ r\'('c1 '(!ו rC כI ןe bCCI 1 \זst()ne,- ha ן~ Stone" 11('(\r l ןוי)((11ןן 

" crc t11(, " \vold ן' () rf'st b()unds. "Cotswold " itseli \vl ~ I, ' (.I(] 1 וt 
Olld ןO\vJ , bcj 1ר "coed " = \Vood,-like Be nkI ןlicn.tes the vVeJs ןוltl < 

cIIl " is al1 exactly kת" erset bordcr, from "Pen " and וךI ןt ll(' SI 
C older וcrt' tl וvI \ .הarking an are ךךI ך,OI וm<'I )(ו llli v:llt'n t pll('I ('( 

. inatrd ןןt 1>('<'11 (,,, t('rI )(1.1 ו(' ( ' II :lll I 
cy pass there ןr()vcrs' track - tl ]< וf 111(' \\'(·I"I ו )וA ' 1,('1 i,)I 

nt above ןן('Cots\vuJd cscarpI וil l(II" '11 st ill f(JII()\\'s tll(' Jlij{I 
ndaries נol 1')11כ(' :l $Ilirc-stone rnarks tll{' I ," י,)l ( וU ~ 1Iil )I)\lI ( 

-vick, Worccstcr and Glou .וf COuntil'S, Ox()n, 'Afal ןr 111(' (()l )( 
10wn as the ןk נtst oric Circl iוt bere runs past t]le prel יוי.ז( s t ·('( 

tllcr side )( )(}ןt סתKing" stone " בttll ךt tones- witl י(. III·iA"I ~ 1 
ction seerns וןC days of its constr ןla t in tJ ןtll t 11( ' \v:l)'-along \v 

1<1 of Via Sacra, marked at intcrvals by 11ו. II:i\'(' I)rell a ki 
hirs," some of whicll wcre still ןt StOll(;'S or " mCI וI)I-igI וIII:, II I בו

2 . S ()J1 citber side sornc forty ycars since ן\\ o 'ןC hedgc ןtl וt, il ו) il יvi 
, C stones רdet'd \V.LC; tl}e local lore rela ting to tl תit וI .ר, S() :ll)u 11d 

ectcd by me, and so identical \vith that ]נLt tllat time co • 
-ings to tlle Brcton monurnents, as t o give tl1c impres ןi('11 r וvI \ 

iecc of Britanny durnped do\vn on English כr a little I )( וSil)I 
i 1 I כ( S 

• klore ןr,· ... il t Fo )(ו k וlright Stones and their (o ו)(~ן apcr .. '1'!IC כY l ךךן'(' t St 
is vic\v !וtc(l t )ן'( o!ar, Professor Rhys, acc 1895וך. 'fhc grcat Cclt ic sc .וV ,וV. I 

. vi(II(III( I·(·.:;crve \ 

. e Circ!c (See op ווst' rved thest· a t thc timc of my exploratioll of t ו )(ון:! 

t' nding. ln the ךוt o f these Jlavc sincc bccn broken np for r()ad I (1ב;י ~ ).,, / 
-1P (or road וbl\)kt'l l ב,wa )'יI' \vay Frith\vald's S t OllC (" Frcthelestone ~ון;~ 

.). lkillg SOOll after tbc <ili>afToresting oC 1853. Akcrman. op. cit. p. 430 mil ,וןI 
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Jarn Mound and the adjacent foot-path system 

T() secure the accessibility of ]arn Mound and in order to 
pen up communications with the surrounding system of () 

field ways it was necessary permanelltly to attach to it the 
border strip ()f the 1/ Ten Acre" field in Wllich it stands that lies 

ootton sides. This strip is situated זon the Foxcombe and \i\ 
between tbe continuation of the Oxford road to Wootton and 
the local Ridge Way \vhich, branching off from the other at 
the 'bus station, follo\vs the crest of the Hill. This piece of 
land, partly bordcred on the Foxcombe side by the high \vall 
of Lord Berkelcy's former kitchell-garden, seemed to me, from 

-tlle varied composition of its soil, to be weJl adapted for con 
version into a Wild Garden as projected in connexion with tlle 

. Mound 
To promote the execution of these plans, the Oxford 

Preservation Trust gave me full authority to cnclose this 
strip, \v}lere the :first necessity was to lay down, with a concrete 
bottom, a footpath linking up the gate by the Wootton road 

lound itseJf \\ith a ne\v גand the adjoining stepway up the 
entrance- in the shape of a " kissing gate "-opening on the 

.) Ridge Way (see Plan 
In this way it has been possible to bring ] arn Mound itself 

anc} the fo()tpaths immediate1y serving it into connexion with 
a whole system of fieldways linking it with Oxford and the 

-surrounding country. For the benefit of pilgrims to the view 
point a small pavilion has been built near-byat the head of 
the pond together with permanent gardcn bcnchcs of concrete 

. in sheltered nooks 
By means of the outlet on the Ridge Way, ] arn and its 

Mound have been brought into almost dircct communication 
with the large open arca, formerly occupicd by Lord Berkeley's 
Golf Links, already secured by the Preservation Trust. 1t can 
thus be reached from Oxford by the branch line of the North 
Hinksey3 and Chilswc1! path (which runs up due North to near 

.i3 ז North Hinksey is reached from OxIord by crossing thc Reservo 
. Scc Map published in May, 1933, by tbe OxfQrd Footpatbs Preservation Soc 
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tbe Boar's Hill Post Office), tbe whole pilgrimage being by that 
. means made along tbe country side 

-At tbe otber cnd of the path, in tbe immediate neigbbour 
c MOllnd, w}1ilc vcbic1es can approach it directly ןhood of tl 

a}ong tllC vVootton road, footpath communication may be 
fo l:l.r directions. By following the Wootton -ורprolongcd i 

c North-West about 200 yards t11e entral1ce is וroad to t1 
C fic1d-\vay t1'lat runs across \Vootton Heath and ווgained to t 

. past t1)c o]d sand-pit of Foxcombe Hill to Sunningwell 
-10und, however, there remained a gap be נC רVf:'st of tl \ 
, e continuation of the field ways on that side ןd tl ןt\\'ccn 1t al 

g to tllC inability of the Trust to secure the piece of land וOWiI 

t11at forms an enclave bet\veen tlle areas purchased by it on 
-top. As has been explained above 1 whell this in ך-נtlle ])j 

cld" fell into tl1e market the fו. tervening " 'l'l)l'ce-cornercd 
ings \.vas so thrcatcnll1g that it became necessary וstate of tl 

-n c t () rCSClIC it on t11c '[rllst's behalf. O\ving to this pur 0 'נ 1 ( 

chase it has bccn also possible to fencc off a corner of it 
and thus to carry 011 tllC main ] arn pathway to a point 
of junction with tl1e otl1cr lines of fi.eldway on this side (see 
Plan) securing at t lle same time a useful almexe to the 

". Wild Garden " 
Tbrec lincs of foot-path run frorn this point. That to the 

lcIt leads to the Church cnd of Wootton village, while the 
g to the spring in the hollow of "Mathew וot11er, dcsc(\ndil 

Arnold's field," after more tlpS and downs, passes belo\v 
tbe Youlbury v,\Toods and Pool and Henwood Farm, witb 

, an old brick bal'n distinguisbed by its Dutch gable. Here 
before continuing in tbe Cumnor direction, t be field \vay 

-crosses a grccn t rack bordcred by old bcdges and pl'e 
, kably straight course. 'rl1is green lane זsenting a rema 

tbough blockcd at both ends, clcarly marks a very al1cient 
0 11 route since its 1ine- running S.vV. to S.E.-is carried 

equally dircctl)T by' footpatlls running in OllC direction to 
Bessels Lcigb and in t l1e otber to Ferry Hinksey. 1t thus 

, ford beyond across tbe Thames \vbicb ~ 11eads directly for t h 
. 4 . t see above, p 
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1 " :18 medieva] documents show, \vas the original " Oxen-ford 
-rLt gave its name to Oxford. This was, indeed, tl1c inevit וןt · 
e ךst befoI'e tl ~ l'oach to t11e Cjty fronl the South-'vV (: נכap נtcl.bJ 
e ךtlle NOl'man Governor, Robert d'OiJli, reared tl ןays wllel <] 

. gt a11d cause\vay of Grandpont ןbric 
e passage of the river here goes back to a vel'Y .ךTllat tl 

ote period is evidenced by tlle repcated finds of prehistoric רךrt'.I 

ties near tl1e crOSSi]lg POillt. In more recent times, as iוltiqL ןL [ 

pproach from the Bcrksllirc .וaps in very early days, the c ,נךr יו(I , 
and through the Hen נsidc was over t11e crest of Boar's Hil 

e גWood by the still existing Ridgc Way. But- al)art from tl 
rac]{ tl1at branched off above Hincksey in tllC fel'ry directi.on ( 

lternative },ow level route by the gap .וre was also an i; <:)](-
of Boar;s ~ JesterI1. slop( " -ךb c t v\ICCl1 Cumnor Hurst and the Nortl 

. ands בstl'ctiglltened out, as in other Cctses, by Roma11 l ,בiנl ,r 
at \ve 11ave 11ere a section of this seems to גal1d t11e evidencc tl 

all remains have indeed been found nectr סincing. ROI ן\ be con 
ation in tlle Oxforcl ןtlJe field path that represents its continl 

. il·cction ןי( 
-11is does not mean t11at there ever \vas a "Rom::tI1 Ox 'ן

tVC ~ 10r(1 "- tll0Ugh tlle native clay both 11ere a]lcl 011 t],le I-lill g 
. s נ~lployment for a COllsiderable group of reside11t r)otte תe 
-But sonle kind of Roman settlement there was, and t11e cross 

ing-polllt , Jinkingup the South-West with the line of \Vay tl1at 
1 ] e bee ז\ rough Otmoor and Alchester, must itself ha ,נ:lssed tl כI 

. n'larl{ed by S0111e kind of Station 
1352 Jllcntioning tllC 2,ו e 1ךJ1 the Oseney cartula.ry is a cllarter of ]uI ] 

-vocatulll Oxelleiorde iuxta pOJltem ducentenl versus NorthheJlg ןתLdtl ~ V ,. 
SC)le. " 1n a deed oi 1376 the claim of tJle mctyor and commoJlalty. is reterrecl 

, to "that there is a spot" (to the \Vest of Oseney Abbey) " called Oxford 
e," The discovery of this intetesting ןich spot Oxford takes its nan ]ןv \ 0ר 11 ' 1 [ 

-cviclcnce is dLle to the resea.rches of the Rev. H. Salter, The For(i Qj Ox 
!:ty, Vol. 1I, (1928), pp. 458- 460, aJld Pl,Ln of tlle approac!les ~ tiq1 ~ o1'd (A1 ! 

ts out ttlC 1:ןap of Berksrlire, 1761. Mr. Salter poil ג' to Oxford, fronl Rocques 
e rOllte over Boar's Hill (\I1d ךest by tl ז\\ nexion \vitll Farirlgdon alld tJle ןcOI 

tly una,ware of the alterJlativc ,ו'vVootton and Faringdon. But he \vas apparcI 
-J'e ןכLight to Bcsscls Lcigh. The ~ g str ןil ךl runl וan or Romanized sectio רךo1 ~» 

tLrlo\v l.eeds 1ךr. E. TI ~ isLorJc fulds 11ear "Oxel1eford" are indicated hl רJ
.). aeologicallVlap of Oxfordshire (.Archaeologi({, I<)21, Pl. xxvi גArcl 
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om ]arn reaches 'ןvay f ב\From the point where the patl 
, e green lane רHenwood Farm a rigl1t of \vay extends along tl 

oad-way, to tlle Iinc of foot-patl1 "ןis ancicnt רting tl רrepresel 
, 'or pedestrians ~ y bridle-pat11 to the Ferr)' . l נוnd eventua .וi 

, erefore, there is open t!1is l1istol'ical approac11 to Oxford רtl 
. in\'olving a waIk of somewhat over five miles 

is ho\vever is a somewhat round-about excursion from וTI 
. tI)c Mound 

" TJIC remair1Lng path, tbat \vhicb at the tt Wild Garden 
-ree "- turns im ~ g;tl I opposite the old clm knoWl1 as " ] arn 1 

cuialcl), to the right, following the hedgc along the top of the ןII 

lnd overlooking lVlathevv Amold's prospect, is at once seen ~ C כS]Ol 

. to bc of more general use. 1 t serves indeed a double purpose 
, e wicket gate רAt tlle point, abollt 200 yards distant from tl 

it l'cac]1es thc Ridge Way already mentionccl. It is thus 
exion \vitll the YouIbury C11d of the רL iJ1 to dircct conl וbrougI 

Test , \vith its scouting domain, and (by mcans of \ו\ e רl-!iIl lo tI 
a i-J,W, t llm up the oId track bct\veen Hen Wood and Powder 
Hill Copse) gains the wcll-known path to Oxford t hrougl1 

. Ferry Hinksey, partly t raversed above 
e path\vay from ] arn vvitl1 \vhich רBut the main line of tl 

C immediately concerned continues straight 011 after זV(' ,L \ 
g t J1e Ridge Way, dipping do\vn abrul)tly into the Devil's וt; l'OSSLI 

ood 01 Ar1101d's רitC]1 al1d mOlmting again to thc neigl1boUl'I נכ
fl1ence it continlles past Bircll Copse- to be identified ~ Fl'l"ee. 

ils\vell (as it רhigh wood " of Thyrsis-and thus, by CI " רwitl 
is correctly ca11ed) , joins the usual field route to Oxford by 

cl1 we are now following iוacob's ladder ". The route \vl ]" 
, is that by \vhich the Poet, starting from thc Oxford end 

: n1ade lris \va)' to his point of vision 

, arm 1:ז"{U11S it not here, the track by Childsworth l " 
Past the high wood, to where the ell11-tl'ee crowns 

" ? he hill behind whose ridge the sunset :flalnes ~ 1 
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ts םof a Wild Garden of British pla arם at J םFormatio 

For the sake of giving bettcr cohcsion to its surfacc but 
also with a view to its natural beauty the Mound has been 
plantcd with winding alter11ate zoncs consisting of dwarf 
Cornish gorse, thc purple Lizard hcath, and the rosy variety 
of Dorset. It thus forms the fitting ccntre for an experiment 
in \vild gardeniI1g for \vhich the enclosed strip of land brougllt 

. into connexion with it ofiercd a tempting field 
11e mcans available for eventually securing adcquate 'ד

sheltcr against the harmful \\rinds as ,,·ell as t he varicty of 
, er actually present or obtainable "ithil1 easy range נsoil, citl 

. tbrmsclvcs opencd out wide possibilitics 
, Might not a Wild Garden of a ncw kind be here forn1cd 

of native specics and purely natural in its scopc, tllougll 
acter? SUCl1 an זn eccssarily limited and select ive in cha 

, ts placed according to their llabits מgement, with pla יarral 
straying freely or grouped togethcr for thc bettcr display of 

way stand to a עa sma מit heir mass effcct, might indeed 
some\vhat the מiBotanic Garden of the purely scien tific kind 

th its free liie and mo\'emcnt זi" ade מssame rclation as \Vhip 
. s מditio מstands to the 200 ,vith its captive co 

-For the full cfiectiveness of SUCll a scheme, however, some 
g more \vas needed than a collcction of plants confincd hiת t 

s מto purcly loca1 species. Could tl1c situation and conditio 
of soil and climate be sufficiently favourable at this spot to 

c of the ז\ make possiblc the formation of a garden reprcscntati 
flora from all parts of the British Islands? Was Boar's l-lill 

? in fact sufficicntly in touch with t11e milder South and vVest 
In weighing the possibility of this 1 \vas greatly encouraged 

acclimatization carried out by me durmg the מiby experiments 
at the ,גlast forty years in my own grounds at x'oulbury 

-The name of Youlbury- in its older (orm. apparently, Youldbury ג
bad formcrly clung in a specia1 ,vay to a sandy pro1nontory of tIlc Hill 
bordering the Cumnor footpatb 0 0 its " 'ay from Jam. a 1ittle be)lond the 
point \vhere it crosscs tbe \ Vootton road. .But, as 1 leamt over forty years 
ago, tbe name also extended up tbe fold of the llill above the foot-path to 
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South Westem end of the Hill, \vhere there opens the she1tered 
head of a little valley, the lower part of which pr()ved \vell 
adapted to be convcrted into a pool of somc thrce acres 
extellt. The site here bad special natural advantages and 
the protection already afforded by a fringe of wood above it 
has been supplemented by plantations of Scots and Douglas 

, sand רhe soil is (l warm," maiIl1y consistillg of Greel 'ך. fi.rs 
c general lie וpeat and leaf mould in the hollows, ancl tl ןwitl 

tory ןtribL מle combe is South West. An important co נof t 
nes Valley ןa נרfact , moreover, is t hat, as compared \V1.t11 the T 

e rnean ןנat Oxford,- tholllgb, owing to the superior elevation, t 
tcn1perat Llre is sIightly higher - the maximun1 of coJ(1 is about 

-3 degrees less. It has thus been possible to grow bere suc 
out further protection, a number of plants more }ןCesSfLilly, \\rit 

. raIJy associatcd with Mediterranean gardens >(ןןgC 
Y of tl1ese Soutbern specics goes back רןtl'od ucti.on of nla ןe il ו'וו' 

y planted נld others lnore recent ןirLy t() fOl-ty ycars, a ןtl ו),)«,[ 
y wc]] cstablis]led. Sorne accoullt of tl)c plants 1.1ן{נ'(' ttIOI'OUg ; 

llcrc grov" ll ]nay be of interest and in certain cases cause 
rhe Mediterranean heath itself grows to a height ~ SLI rprise. 

nf ('igl1t feet, Fuchsias and Camellias six or seven, Magll01ia 
ta 8 ft.-grandiflora-but against the house-ovcr three .ו, sl <,II 

eet high fנleight. There is a Mimosa twenty נCS that זוt iI ' 
i('ll flo\vers, tbough, naturally, not so freely as on the וvI \ 

l t i\Iicl'a, a ] apanese lCJnoJ1 and a Loquat, which ho\vever does 
. not fruit. Bamboos in many varieties rise 1 2 to 15 feet 
, Passion flower, Solanum jasrninoides, lernon-scentcd Verbcna 

t Ne\v רןd hydrangea, survive the winter, and thc bI-illia וal 
. Zea]and tt parrot's bill" has proved itself 11ardy against a \1Vall 

l 'he trec Andromeda, with its lily 01 the valley sprays aJld deep ' 
g }1 it n1ay ןoL רson atltumn foliage shows great prornise, tl ןןcriJ 

t of I(erry's ןlcver attain tlle stature of those of the I(nigl נ

. garden on Valentia Island 

about tbe place \vbere tbe Peace Memorial DO\V stands, Jlear Lhc traditioDal 
, place of tbe local Beacon. This tract \vas knO\VU as Uppcr-You1bury H('ath 

thtlS passed נן\נבaוrightly givcn or1 the large-scale Ordnance i\'lap). 'Ihe J ( 
. to t]le neighbouring house. built in I893-4 
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Rhododendrons and azaleas for Wllich the peaty 110lIows 
rable attain exceptional size, compact גןhere are specially favo 

n the other ס. masses of the forrner rising IO- I5 'feet 
hand Cisti of many varieties thrive in the alrnost pure sand 

, and constantly escape (( beyond the pale". Sllrub Verol1icas 
vhite, red and lilac, show a dellse growth ct11d are 11ever \ 
quite out of flo\ver. But tlle most flourishing of all are the 
arbutus trees with their pelldulous wllite bel1s seell side by 
side witll the scarlet, strawberry-like fruits, \v}licll here reach 

1 . a height of over twenty feet 
A belt of Spanish chestnuts, plallted much earlier, l'ises over 

50 feet and the chestnuts, tll0Ugh small, are sel'viceable for 
the table. But of special interest , in a sheltered cove of 

­) ea ~ the wood nearby, is a clurnp of Stone Pines (pin'tts pi1 
tl1e "Umbrella" pine, so farniliar in vie'\vs of Naples- raised 
frorn seed brought about thirty years ago frorn the historic 

: " pine forest « by the silent shore 

, Ravellna's irnmernorial wood (( 
-" ' Rooted where once the Adrian wave ftowed o'el 

others, \vit11 11נted, beyond al ןso farniliar to Byron 2 and hal 
lte had in נrornantic associations. 1t was tl1is wood tJ1at Da 

his rnind's eye when describing the " celestial forest " of his 
. P'/;trgator1:0.3 

The trees are :flourishing, and have gro\vn to a 11eigllt of 
from 20 to 23 feet. For their size, so far ill1alld, they 
probably stand alone to-day, but-what is truly relnarkable 

the cones of this pUle have been found in tlle wells ()f -
, Roman Silchester, just beyo11d tlle Harnpshire border of Berks 

amongst remains of Irnperial date, SllO\villg thctt they rlad bel:n 
cultivated in tllis part of Britain sorne seventeen centuries 

. earlier th.an those of our clurnp 
ish \\י o ןle garden at1d grounds at Youlbury are open to those wl }'1 ן 

. to visit them, irom April 1 to November bet\veen 110011 and SundO\Vll 
• 2 Don juan, Canto 111, CV 

a Dante, Purgatcrio, Canto XXVIII. The Pi1leta di Classe has shrunken 
. a good deal since 1 first visited it in 1870, owing to a prolonged drQught 
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It scems probable that these trees 'vcre introduced 
by the Romans of Calleva into what is now the thickly 

JI·tJt of Reading on account of its edibIe (רvoodcd district I \ 
ave ]וScedlings .גbiscuits are made in Italy רcI iןsccds, of wl 

, e pines, themselves seed-so\vn ונtl10se of t וחbCCI1 produced fro 
-at Y ouJbuJ'Y, al1d it is fitting that hospitality should be pro 

e Wild וer of tl וחcse in a sl1eltered cO 1גC of tJ וviclcd fOI' SOl 

l·clCJ1- cL l'eminisccnce of those so much earlier natllralized :ר.; C 
. is rcgion ךtl ןוi 

rsc cxperiments in introducing Soutl1em רtS of tl ןSLI '(ז '{ fll '" 
1tO tl1e s11eltel'ed cove at the Western end of the Hill ןft)rms i ' 

er so successful as to encourage tlle hope that וW.LS :tltogetl 
e mildcr parts of our Islands, might find וts, even from tl ךlal וI 

, L pl.\cc in thc cOJltcmplatcd Wild Gardcn ; 

. deed llave been freely drawn upon תiךd SOtltJ רI .11ה(' Wcst ',' 
-" c arbutus or tt tree strawberry וt tl ג.וticec1 tJ )(ך I '()וt \\Iill ' 

-y de נjCll to the Hill was so clear ננity ( ) 'f \V נbi ~ t ןtI ~ן( l ~ ו(, C}\ I י 111 'וןן
C]C a pervading feature, tllOUgh its .חI חLLI'(l-is ]1(' I' C ~ 111(/ 11:.-;1 1' 

tlle milder parts of Ireland and ךvit,I \> 'ו}'וLr 1 raLI ~ S רLi() I .חf l,s s() c i 

l is]l lZiviel'a," A great assortment of ]lcatlls llas רlll( ' it C()I 
int,rod.uced, taken from such habitats as Dorsct, the וLISI) I)Cl' l ~ 

ey anc] including the lrish Meditcrranean ןןI .ו, I·( 1 ,1.11 ( ] I{L1J ~~ l.iJ'. 
,')(', LI i :'\ 

a5S trcatmcnt here adopted of many beautiful 111זן(' I 

tt i \ ' l ' sp 'CLCS is ()f its('lf bcst in harmony \vitl1 thc broad effects ~ II 

. :1,tu re's O\vn disposing ~ f )( 
atlllLs my inner eye of a forest glade in וA \'isio]l still I 

erc islands of lilac crocusses rose at ךaric A11)S \vl רu כie וI ( 
e woodland 1ן ('L'\'als fl'oln a \vl1ite sea of sno\vdrops. In tl ווi 

tel11 hiJ,ls splendid רil e opposite Cots\vo]d and Cl 01נ tl נtg ןj I 'וf 
crb spread רl'essio]) ]cft by tlle acres of rose \villow-J כnl ןi 'ר{is iJ 

long tl1e slopes, But no sight surely in Naturc's own wild \<; 

can excel the vi.e\v close at hancl of trle Hen Wood in ךCI ןtl'C :~ 
ng between the וjן'it]l its dreamy haze of bluebells, stretc ~ Ma)' 

Jn ks, \vhercver a vista opens, as thOtlgh some mirage had ( 
nna and :זav ~ןLt : ץls 1 Biscuits, like raLajias, are madc from tbe pine sc\' 

? lcr('. Were they already made in tbe Roman predecessor of Reading ן,\\ Jsc (' 
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bllle of heaven, 01', as a child once put it, I as i r eיroversed t11 
.' a l)it of tl1e sky had fallen down 

s ןAJternating patches of snowdrops and primroses, blllcbel 
o\vers and תanc\ the rarcr grape hyacinths, foxg]oves, corn 

poppies- their primc in the different cases shifting with the 
seasons-11avc becn set along the pat11s, and thickets formcd 
of tbc principal kincls of British roses. The pink and \vbite 

-rn<tllow, \vbich in places grows in clumps, is itself an old in11abi 
tant of the field itsclf. Of trees and shrubs, besides strangers 
to t11e district such as Arbutus, Ilex and l'owan, spindlc trees 
V\rit11 their lobed rose-coloured capsll1es and the wild guelder 
rose \vitb its blmches of glistening scarlct berries have been 

g \voods. BLlt a special ןtra11splanted here fron1 neig11bollI·jJ 
preference has been given to wild c]1erry trecs, equally lovely 

. in t11cir spring blossoms and autulnl1 foliage 
For the rnore delicate plants thc exposed position of the 

site, as compared \vith t11at at the further end of the Hill 
. vitb its sheltering fringe of woods, was a first consideration \ 

Some shelter indeed was however immediately at hand in 
t110 l1appily rcscued wood of Scots :firs that bounds the vie\v 

-from tho field on the North East. A t the same time, protec 
tivo measures have been promptly taken in the erection of 
fences, the throwing up of banks, the planting of quick-set 

, 1edges and, along the exposcd border of the Eastern section } 
of a belt of yo\.mg :firs. By these means additional protection 
of an effcctual kind will be obtaincd \vithin the space of a fe\v 
years. Such indeed had already been in part provided by 
the pit from \vhich tlle materials of the Mound in its original 

l11d the ןshapc was excavated. The space along its sides rO 
pond is in fact a sunken garden altogether s,heltered from 

. the winds 
is case be regarded as a ךגThe variety in the soil must in t 

great asset . The geological formation of the upper terrace of 
l'he area immediately ~ the Hill 11ere shows great contrasts. 

South, South-East and South-West of thc Moun,d represents a 
, capping of glacial gravel and clay above the Upper Greensand 

and the rock fragments contained in it point to its having 
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-by icebergs that had drifted from the North וositcc כI ג( I ( חJt'C ) 
v clay of this, mixed "vith intrusive י\c ycllo ךןst, 11 \ "',LS 't 1 ~:ר 

lsed il1 ןvas י\v, that י\II( \ I{jJmneridge clay belo :1 [ 1 )'(ונ r ן( ,i,(IS ~ 1:1. וI 

-lnd in its original form and that be 10\1ן ' i ll 11נן:-/ו)ז" , 1>llil(li 
-i1s (lisastrous slump. Below this capping ז( 1 ( J ~ I( ' 1111 / 1ו 1"\:'1 ' I) 

J'med by the extraction of tlle material (כI'II il l LIII ' I)i l r ךI '('I (גי
ldcl'lying Greensand was a llard stolle ןJC Ll וIf l ( יI( 1111 ' IIII , 

whicll could only be ונ)ICIIO'vvn as "sand-lag Irl \'1'1 (11'f r\1I 
stiJ1g, It proved useful 110wever for tl1e ~ 1 כ'I 111 11'1'11 111 ) 1) / 

y round tl1e borders of the pit, which יזf' rt)cke 1111111,1ן))(ייי)ז 
vas converted into a pond and bog י\, u(IJ]cd 11ו ,,111 , (1111,)' :I 

 1 ;. 1י I 1 ) .יי ,
-nd of itself in its final shape \vas, as already men ןII} (': l\10l ' 

y constructed out or the Upper Greensand bed ן[זai רח~ tl (ןI i()II 
jts Nortllerl1 flank extends over the Eastenl section וו)() Vlli('11 fr \ 

Cl1clostlre, There is thus ill that sectioll of tl1e נבI·dc ':111 11ו.ן(' I • 
, C \Varlll soil that favours tl1e Youlbury slope וויIt· i;;:t ןj I1 f 

itio:n to this, in order to suit the flora of the opposite וl(lc וןן;י
I ) I )\\I I )S , SLlfficiel1t cl1alk has been carted over from a pit of 

lls t o form a bank near t11e lVlound, On this iוcj l' footl ןI ' ()[ '1l וI,I 

tlle lilac blue wild anemone or "Pasque רf' $I'CJ 111ך ,1\' I 
111 1\\'1'1 " 111:1.'1 s'till gJ'ows \vell above Bluebury and else\vllere on 
11 II'V I1 )()'v\' IIH. A (.'ove in the bank here awaits the arrival 

rc be claillled as the tallest and finest ןII () I נ~ i 111ן \, 11 ., f II 

e Orchis hursina, the last indigenous 11')1() 11רi(Js, tl 1,ל) 1 1{l ij j 
l ,lC)l \.vas found on the ledge of a chalk cliff ןr \v (1ווכ I 1 11 ' 1וןוו . t 

-11( ',\ 1 1 )(}VC I', ,By tlle bank are set some of the equally chalk 
1 . at g'ave their name to Berkshire 11ר )\,j 1'1; J )():x- I I'CCS tl 

I'l l i lldeed of the juxtaposition here secured of ןS (1נ '( II )( 

-gjcal elements characteristic of tlle district (נ)כ(\(~ III () II '; i , \ 

-e rock-work, Oolite and Coral Rag from 11eigh וI ! וI ג,(.: 11 il) ( 11I (li 
J'J'ics- ]1as been, "vithout prejudice to its ]1l0re ~~ tll'I תנli1 111(ו 1 

-itisll" representation, to secure tlle more par :3ו ] t'lI ~ 11 1',1':11 " '\', 
, ation of beautiful or interesting local species 'ןls t ןI 1ןI' j :נII ~ I il 

1 wbicb-as \vas alreacly 11/1)"11 1ס'(' 'i!) t 11(' AI1g1o-Saxon nalne for Box, fro 
op j\ ssel' ir1 his contempOl"ary life of King Alfred-the \ו.!ו i ,111-ז J וj l I ( 11'111ו I (,,ו

, irc " \vas dcriiveQ ךksl 1 111"111ןי,( I I('(I /IIJ('SI ' /r (\1' " J3c 
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, The transportation here of large quantities of leaf mould 
-the throwing up of sandy banks in a shady situation, to 

getller vvith moss-grown logs or "moots" as they are here 
" called, has made it possible to form a small (t Woodland 

as been reserved for flowering plants and ferns ךsection, which l 
1e neighbouring woods. Close to ןand that are denizens of t 

this has been built up a rockery, enclosing a small basin, the 
materials of which illustrate the oolitic blocks and waterworn 
limestone concretions from pits on the neighbouring borders 

. of the Vale, toget11er with fossil ammonites 
More than one notable local species has a prominent place 

in the Garden. Among tllem are such naturalized forms as 
larkspur, once common in the Boar's Hill cornfields1 , and 
monkshood, known in Bagley Wood.2 The stout-growing 

, pane, (conspicuous near tl1e shelter), with its bristly ןElecan 
large bright yellow :flowers- an in11abitant of the neighbouring 

3 . Botley llills-was once cultivated for its medicinal virtues 
1 ts rhizone is stil1 candied in France where the V in d' A ulnee is 
made of it for diseases of the lungs. A110t11er herb of similar 

) virtue, the British "lung\vort" (Pulmonaria angustijolia 
with its bright blue flowers takes kindly here to the borders 
of the bog-garden. 'l'he naturalised purple-flowered variety 
p. officinalis) , also here represented, is said to grow near ( 

. Bagley Wood 
At the same time the contrasts that are here ofiered in 

aspect, coupled with the considerable variety in the soil and 
material has favoured the introduction of British species from 
a very wide range.4 The Northern flora can be drawn 

. 27 . 1 Druce, FlQra 0/ Berkshire, p 
. 28 . 2 Ib., p 

, 3 Cf. C. A. JohrlS, Flowers o/the Field (Prof. G. S. Boulger's ed., I905 
). 380 · P 

4 The death of that great autllority Dr. Claridge Druce, who had given 
. his cordial encouragement to the scheme, deprived me of much friendly help 

1 have, however, llere gratefully to record the great assistance given to lne 
in obtaining specirnens of wild plants by Mr. Arnos Perry (of the Hardy 

 ePlant Farm, Enfield) whose experiג n lce and resources in this lnatter a.re lן-
• rivaUed 
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on as well as t11at of the South and West. The interesting 
-, l\fountain AVe11S, (Dryas octopetala) , an Ice Agc survival 

-ere placed above a g]aciallayer-so great in climatic adapt בl 
-ability, blooms freely among the rocks, wllile Linnaeus' favour 
, ite flowel', L1·11.naea borealis-that special de11izen of the North 

1d Northumbria11 fells - flowers here in נg Scottish a גנidi11Clu 
. soilladen witll pine needles 

The pit formed by the excavation of the materials of the 
-l\1ouncl in its original shape has been adapted to serve a three 

fold purposc. Its borders 11ave beel1 converted- tha111{s to 
, thc tt Sand-lag " tl1el'e extracted- into a furtber rock-garden 

which, from its being partly sunken, affords good shelter and 
, is beil1g rapidly covered \vit11 such plants as wild thyme 
, Cheddar and lVIaidel1 pinks, dwarf peri\vinkles, al1d at the base 

besidcs the pUI'ple, tllC \vhite variety of s\veet-smcl1il1g violet 
Viola oderata) wl1icl1 is a spccial fcatul'e j11 tl1e shady ( 

and South Eastel'11 slopes of the ת' placcs 011 1.11c SOlltllCl 
-crc is a young alm011d t l'ee, \vith dis ]ו{ On a banl .נHil 

tinctive rosy flowel's, fro111 Glastonbury Abbey of a stock 
-planted by the monks in meclieval tirncs, ancl, by it, a speci 

n1en of the tt Glastonbury Thorn." The lowel' part of the pit 
11as at tl)e sarne time, by means of a puddling of glacial 

1tO a pond, \vhich is sufficiel1tly fed by נied דוclay, been tUI 
rings, to bc of almost crystal clearness. Owing to this, the כsl 
water-soldicl'" (Stratiotes aloides), a local species, is here and " 

there displayed in its n011-flo\vering submerged state- deep 
-green agall1st the bottom of the pond-radiating its sword 

like leaves with tlleir serrated edges till such time as it 
choses to rise to the waters' surface and unfold its spike of 

. delicate \vbite flowers 
Beyond the end of the pond furthest froln the Mound tl1e 

hollow has bccn adapted to form a bog gardcn. HCl'C, amongst 
er plants, is conspicuous the Grass of Parnassus, found in ךotl 

e בנboggy ground on botl1 sides of the I-lill.1 I:'Iere, too, is t 
ire בIarsh Gentian (Gentiana pneumonanthe) , a]so a Berksl l\י 

1 Bern'een Hen\vood and Ferry Hinksey as well as by 1'ubney and 
.). Cothill (Drucc, Flora 0/ Berksl.ire, p. 2I3 
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species, tlle Snake's-heads or Fritil1aries, renowned in their 
river-side home, and lilies of the valley, vvhich llere grow 
fl'Cely on tl1e border of tl1e bog garden. These, unfortunately 

-e Stlbstittltion of firs for oak t rees, have disap ןillg to tl ~ O, 
peared fl-Om their old haunt in Bagley Wood 1 and, thougll 

. British, vvere obtained from a more distant site 
lt the Wild Garden no attempt has been made ןrI'hrougho 
al'd aIld fast line bet,veeIl plants immemoria11y וto draw any l 

" s and those believed or kno,vn to be " arrivals ןindigeneot 
of cOlnparatively recent date. It is surcly right that allY 
settler of tlle kind on our shores that is likely to add to 

-ou1d be welcomed rather tllan dis ןtheir nattlral beauty sl 
criminated against. - This is equal1y true of plants tllat have 
found their own vvay here and of the "escapes" belollging 

-y int roduced by 11Uman agency. R hodo נto species purpose 
now grows wild so freely amidst בde11,d1'on Pont1:CUm, Wllicl 

tl1e undergrovvtll of Otlr Southern woodlands, llaS been used 
llere as a sllelter. More thall Olle kind of Cistus-vvhicll 
escapes freely on the sandy slopes beyond tl1e Youlbury 

. olius-has beell here admitted ןgardens-notably C. la1,{'ri 
There are naturally limits to StlC11 hospitality but , in any 
case, the modest visit,or who is confronted by too bold-faced 

. an intruder can look anothel- 'vay 
-As an additional asylum, especially for local species threat 

ened vvith extermination, tlle Wild Garden 111ay also serve a 
-useful purpose.2 I t provides a field for the scientific obscrva 
, 1 1 recaU t11el11 tllere myself, and Druce, QP. cit., p. 489, \vl'itirlg irl I897 

gly there towar(is SunnirIg\>vell. He ןspeaks of them a:, still grO\vUlg sparil 
cites a statenlellt conta.llled III 3,l1 MS. irI Lytes' Herbatt, I660. "It grows ill 

S J10W 'vholly ]גנ;\gley declares that it ~ Chilsy Hills." The woodmall of B 
. ppeared, O\virIg to the cause given above ו., dis 

d גle orcrlises" at ןכlI ןY"sis, complains that "p ~ atbe",' Arn.old, iJ' T/ 2ז lV 
llis day רעtdy ~ le 011 t11e lovcd 11i11-side " llad a11'e g1ןY a dU 1ןa ת" co\vslips of 

1roses ןa11d tllat only stI'ay pril ר,lougl כof tJ1C l ךןsio ן:V ןby thc il ןlcc דthin ןbecl 
e jl1cl'case of גc dallgcl' of the flora yieliling to tl ךfl ' .נc10ב\V to bc SC ךvere \ 

s thC1l1 is duc to the !'apid ןarable land h<ts 110\>V ceasecl. What nO\'V tlu'eateJ 
t uprootulg ןe consequCl ןl population and tl <זןban arl(l suburb ןrןincrease of trle 

of plants or the wholesale plucking of SOlne flowers. The case of prirnl'oses 
lnainly propagatccl by sccd,- i.s tragically illustra,ted by the fact t11at -
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tion of the growth of plants as vvell as of further experirnents 
in the adaptability of their development to the local soil and 

dccd good reasons for hoping for a רclimate. Tllere are il 
ip betvveen ] arn \Vild Garden and the נpermanent relationsl 

. Botanical Departlnent of the University 
Thcre is one aspect of the \iVild Garden t11at cannot fail 

to appeal. It preserves-\vithin sight of the Tree-alld upon 
the Hill) overlooking the riverside meadows below, the :ftowers 

yrsis ~ of native growth that find their undying rccord in Tl 
and the Scholar Gipsy. Among the " store of fio\>vcrs " here 

: are still seen in thcir nati ve setting 
the frail leaf' d, vvhite ane]none " 

, ith dews of su]nmer eves ~ן\ Dark bluebel1s drench'd 
. And purple orchises \V'ith spotted leaves 

cet" fiourish 'י'\ Red loose-strife and blond meado\V' s " 
round ]arn pond. Both tlle \V'hite and purple fritillaries 
which 

the grassy harvest of tl1e river-fields " 
" Above by Ensham, down by Sandford, yiclds 

are quite at home beside the bog-garden here. The cowslips 
and primroses, which, according to the poet, had suffered 

-bave had a nc\V' clomaill pro ת,from tbe pJougbboys' tcal 
-" vided for them in the \iVild Gardell. The tt Fyfield Tree 

the Witches' Elm-is 110W only a hollow stump, but tl1e 
11as, out of its נInot distant tt \vood that hides the daffodils 

plenteous store, spared a few to multiply beside the paths 
. of ]arn 

-throughout tbe \vhole comer of Hen Wood nearest to Oxford, thc ncighbour 
ing copses have becn entirely ext erminated. In thc \vooc1 itsclf 1 havc seen 

c)' bad dug ןttt tI ןa young married couple using a perambtuator for plallts tl 
cl a 'vorna.n carrying a bag fillcci \vith uPl'ootccl wil<1 vi()I(.: ts (of wllich ןI :ג. , tlP 

v){crs, \V110 \:11 .ג LUuors arc pro(csSi()11;tl ~ c \vas t'e)jcved)! 1]1 Inany cascs Jnar 51ן 
-in 0 [ר 1Lt lct or וStl'CCts \vitl 1ו the Ox forc עue for t)loil' spc)ils ~ d a l'eady s ןfil 

1C since ווcti ןךo!csalc sC;Llc . S()I )רtions ,tlC 0]1 a \V גiese (lCP1C'cl ןJ1Ce_ Ofte]l tl ~ dr 
lcts of Hagley עrcc )כc )1ךS lea,ring t 1ת obscrved a cart ladc]1 witll upro()ted fC 

Wood. 011 tbe Hcn Wood side protcctive lDeasures :1.1'0 ] lOW takcl1, and 
. ti1C tide 11as turned 
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