







































































22 JARN MOUND

feature of the fo und, rising like steep islets from the
dark green mass of ley Wood. These twin hills not only
dominate the confluence of Thame and Thames but keep watch
over a point on the river roughly corresponding with that
where its regular navigation began. There is evidence' indeed
that already in pre-Roman times the tin merchants from Comn-
wall, who had reached this point overland, took advantage of
the water transit to the mouth of the river. In the Thames
Estuary, where their tin currency recurs, they passed on their
wares to Gaulish traders from beyond the Channel, who
finally conveyed them to distant Massalia (Marseilles). On
the left bank of the stream the twin hills overlook Dorchester-
on-Thames, with its remains of Roman as well as of excep-
tionally early Teutonic antiquity. There still stands its fine
mediaeval Abbey, the site of the first bishop’s seat of the West
Saxons, which the Normans transferred to Lincoln.

In the Gap, beyond, that separates the Chiltern range from
the Berkshire Downs, where the Thames breaks through, the
escaping waters of its lashers are wont to roar and tumble
like an angry sea. Here the high chalk hill of Streatley, rising
some 600 feet above the left bank forms a conspicuous land-
mark, and its name, taken from the village below, where the
present bridge is, supplies a clear record of another very an-
cient line of communication. The Roman “ Street ™ here in
question is, in fact, the Icknield Way, the course of which,
following the Northern contour of the foothills of the Downs
—more or less parallel to the Ridge Way above —found a
crossing point of the River at this point. Hence onwards to

1 This evidence is supplied by a curious class of Ancient British tm
coins, apparently used by the tin merchants from the West, repeated finds
of which have been made at or near Dorchester-on-Thames. These recur
in the London area and the Thames Estuary and bear designs denived,
through intermediate Gaulish types from Greek brass pieces of Massalia
(Marseilles). The allied class of Gaulish coins—formed no longer, be it ob-
served, of pure tin, but of potin, or copper alloyed with tin and lead—is at
home on the Upper Seine. It is a highly interesting fact that one of these
came to light at Dorchester-on-Thames itself while a small hoard occurred
at Penzance. I hope to give a fuller account of this trade line elsewhere.
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the North East both the name and track are traceable,
skirting, in the same low-level fashion, the whole length
of the Chilterns and their further offshoots, It passes close
below Maiden Castle, near Dunstable, and, further on,
leaving Cambridge a little on one side, runs through New-
market, and heads directly for the Norfolk border and to the
centres of the Iceni—" Boadicea’s” clan—whence its Saxon
name is derived.! Though in places improved by Roman
hands, there can be no question of its remote prehistoric
antiquity. A branch line ran from the foot of Cholsey
Downs to an alternative crossing point of the river at Wal-
lingford, the name of which is by some supposed to bring it
into connexion with the surviving British population of West
Wales, amongst which the old connexions with the lower
Thames may have been long remembered as they were by the
Welsh drovers on the Cotswold side.

In the Western and South Western direction the last
traces of the alternative tracks of ancient Ways that lead
beyond the down-lands point in the direction of Salisbury
Plain.

This old route that crossed the Thames below Streatley
Hill and a long section of which can still be made out,
running along the nearer borders of the Chilterns and the
Downs, represents in fact a very early diagonal line of inter-
course across our island, eventually linking the Wash with
Southampton Water. It is safe to say that a longer stretch
of the course of this ancient route—over thirty miles—can
be at least geographically surveyed from Jarn Mound than
from any other point in its whole extent.

From the Gap through which the Thames runs, what is
practically a continuation of the same chalk escarpment,
broken through by its waters, stretches West in a long
sweep, some forty miles in extent, to the neighbourhood of
Swindon and Marlborough, under the name of the Berkshire

! Jcenhild-weg—the Icenian War-Way—a curious evidence of the re-
vived importance of this old British tribe, become a Roman civitas, in the
dark days of the Saxon invasions.

www.boarshill.info



24 JARN MOUND

Downs. But, though the sub-soil is the same, the hills rapidly
divest themselves of the old woodland growth and, in contrast
to the beech-clad slopes of the Chilterns on the other side of
the valley, take the character of open country, with an abun-
dance of rough pasture. In a hollow of the Downs lies Tlsley
—its village market surrounded by sheep-pens, while, in the
more Westerly direction, especially about L'imboume the
country has been found specially well adapted for horse
training.

Over this undulating plateau, embracing some 75 square
miles, the contours of the hills are largely bared to our view.
The Spirit of the Downs broods over them. Whoever makes
his way through their inmost folds cannot but be spell-bound
by the pervading sense of space and of isolation from the world
below. A medley of gently rounded hill tops, with winding
combes between that mark the course of underground waters,
spreads in every direction as far as the eye can reach. In its
own degree the solemn impression here evoked is akin to that
of the steppes or the desert or of the open sea itself.

From the Thames Gap the whole sector of the panorama
as surveyed from Jarn Mound, stretching from S.E. to S.W.,
follows the horizon of this upland mass, the sky-line running
at an average distance of thirteen or fourteen miles. Due
South rise the Ilsley Downs, that were ideally visible to the
Poet from the Tree below. To the right of these the summit
ridge is clearly broken by the wocded outline of the barrow
known locally as “ Scutcham’s Knob ” or * Cuckhamsley *’
—the burial place, long violated, of the pagan West Saxon
King Cwichelm.?

An ideal line drawn from Jarn Mound, and passing about
three-quarters of a mile West of Scutcham’s Knob, reaches the
loftiest point of the Berkshire Downs and, indeed, the highest

1 Cwichelm I, who died in 593 A.D. A second king of the same name
(636) had been baptized, and would (as W. A. Stevenson pointed out), have
been buried in consecrated ground. The barrow already appears as Cwi-
chelmes-hlzew (Cwichelms ““ low ™ or barrow) in the Saxon Chronicle for 1006.
Many later variations of the name are known, such as “ Cuchinslow,” * Cuck-
hamsley Hill,” ¢ Scutchamere ” and  Scutchamfly barrow,”
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chalk hill in England—known as Inkpen Beacon, and includ-
ing the large prehistoric camp of Walbury. Formerly this
was reckoned as somewhat over a thousand feet in height but
according to the last Ordnance Survey the height of the
ridge has been reduced to 969 feet, and Berkshire has been
deprived of its one ““ mountain ", according to the technical

term. This point is 27 miles distant from Jarn, and as the
highest intervening crest, a little East of Farnborough village
and 14 miles from the Mound is not more than 60o—700 feet
high, it results, mathcmatzcally, that under favourable at-
mospheric conditions the top of Inkpen Beacon must be
visible,

This hill-top, consisting of three continuous headlands,
which I have thrice visited, supplies a good illustration of
the fact that altitude itself does not imply a good all-round
outlook—indeed, the Boar’s Hill station, of little over half
the height, offers a much more extended panorama. It is
true that from the Western edge of the ridge there opens a
spacious view of the lower Kennet Valley beyond Newbury.
From this point its signal blaze should have been within
range of that on the Beacon Hill of the Southern Chilterns.
Below, however, on the Hungerford side,—though the upper
part of the Valley reaches to the fringe of Savernake Forest,—
the main mass of the Berkshire Downs beyond the stream
shuts in the view to the North at a distance of little over
five miles. In the Hampshire direction, again South, the
prospect is confined to a scattered group of near-lying
hill-tops with a few glimpses of the Downs above An-
dover. Only on very clear nights could the flare of Inkpen
have been visible from the Boar’s Hill beacon. By day, an
object on the middle of the Inkpen crest that rmght be made
out with a telescope is the Combe Gibbet, “a gaunt and
suggestive wooden framework, which, according to a con-
dition of the lease, must be kept in repair by the tenants of
Eastwich Farm.”* In spite of this, however, these wilds,

1 ¥. G. Brabant, Berkshire (in the * Little Guides "’ series, Methuen),
p. 146. A good account of the Inkpen Beacon is there given,
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down to quite recent years, were a haunt of undesirable
gypsies and of something so much approaching banditry that
the road that climbs the neck of Gibbet Hill was shunned
at night by lonely travellers.

To return to the Berkshire Downs more immediately within
the scope of the Jarn view-point and overlooking the Vale of
the White Horse. In this Section the best connecting links are
supplied by the very ancient Ridge Way that follows the es-
carpment from the Ilsley side onwards as a kind of upland
double of the Icknield Way below. Its grassy track is visible
close by ““Scutcham’s Knob” heading, broad and clear, to-
wards the prehistoric strﬂngho}d of Uffington Castle. Not far
from the burial mound of Cwichelm was another landmark of
West Saxon prowess that has long since vanished, though it
gave its name to a Hundred!! This was the old ““Naked
Thorn,” that here stood on the crest of the down, marking the
place where had been the thick of the fighting when, while
King Ethelred still lingered over his prayers, Alfred—born at
Wantage below—stormed the centre of the Danish position
in his great victory of Ashdown.? This name then extended
further Eastward than at present.

Some five miles West of Cwichelm’s barrow, the old track
skirts the highest point of the range, rising 856 feet above sea
level. Here, with their contours clearly cut on the horizon,
stand the earthworks of the late British stronghold known
as Uffington Castle. Immediately below this, and partly at
least contemporary, is the White Horse, shrouded indeed from
the Jarn viewpoint by a fold of the Down which forms one
side of its “ Manger ”’. It has been thought worth while to
supply on the dial a miniature copy of the outlines of the
Horse itself, which, with its half dismembered legs, repre-
sents a Celtic type that appears on British coins a little
before our era. Its preservation through all later times is

1 Mentioned in Doomsday. Cf. W. H. Stevenson, Asser’s Life of King
Alfred, p. 238. It is now included in the Hundred of Compton Beauchamp.

2 Aescandun, the down of Aesk (Ash), the name of a man and not a free.
See Stevenson, op. cit.
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itself an unparalleled example of the loyalty of local tra-
dition.!

A couple of miles further along the old Ridge Way a clump
of trees rises on the horizon that is one of the landmarks of
the Ridge, containing a monument much earlier than the
Horse. This consists of the traces of a Long Barrow containing
a megalithic tomb, for the last thousand years known to
folklore as ** Wayland’s Smithy "’ from the Teutonic Vulcan.

Below the White Horse Hill spreads the spacious Vale
named from it, watered by the little river Ock that rises near
Uffington village and joins the Thames at Abingdon a little
below St. Helen’s Church. The broad expanse formed by the
Vale north of the Downs offers the widest opening for an
extended outlook that the encircling ranges here allow,
stretching for a space of about 20 miles from the high
Camp of Barbury Castle to the outlying Cotswold border
above Cirencester. The spire of Swindon Church on its hill,
within the Wiltshire borders, is here a prominent feature of
the horizon. In this wide gap there is no height as much as
400 feet above sea level. It may be said indeed that looking
slightly South of West a belt about eight miles wide extends
at least as far as Chippenham and Malmesbury some 36 miles
distant from Jarn. Along this runs the divide between the
valleys of the “ldITlLS and the Wﬂtshlre Avon.

This low be direction some
forty miles,—has Mo duubt supplied the basis of an often re-
peated statement that from one or other point of vantage on
Boar’s Hill the waters of the Severn Mouth or even the
Bristol Channel have been actually descried.

A tradition even exists that one of the Ordnance Sur-
veyors who erected the landmark on the highest point of the
Hill had witnessed this. An old man of Wootton, of long

1 The copy is taken from measured drawings of the Horse executed,
about thirty-five vears since, under my supervision, by Mr. Herbert Hurst
and now in the Ashmolean Museum. I am glad to add that a replica of this
is preserved in the Steward's Office of the Craven Estate, by which to con-
trol the future cleaning or repair of the figure.
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sight, was said to have seen the glint of the water as well as a
dark object, which he supposed to be a vessel, slowly moving
across it.

But the difficulties in the way of accepting such statements
are insuperable. The distance, as the crow flies, to Aust,
the nearest point at the mouth of the Severn, is 56 miles ;
to the neighbourhood of Clevedon, on the Channel, it is
69. The respective lines followed would run approximate-
ly through Malmesbury and Bristol. Against this it must be
observed that from Bath, Northward, intersecting both these
lines, beginning with Lansdowne—740 feet high—and pro-
longed beyond the neighbourhood of Chipping Sodbury—where
the hills attain over 600 feet—rises a belt of uplands decidedly
loftier than any point of Boar’s Hill. After all, too, the
Earth itself is round and, though the refraction due to certain
states of the atmosphere might somewhat raise the distant
horizon, meteorologists will hardly accept the possibility of so
great an uplifting.

The sea in truth can hardly be said to be visible, but its
breath is not unfelt, and, after gales, a fine crystalline deposit
of sea salt has been known to make its appearance on window
panes in exposed positions of the Hill. On its further blufis,
where it is open to the full force of Atlantic breezes from the
South-West, firs and birches are at times felled by the score.
During the great storm of 1916 a breach—marked by the over-
throw of some eighty trees—was cut clean through the wood
at Youlbury. Under favourable conditions, however, visibility
should in any case, reach an exceptional distance along the
low lying Western gap, and signal fires on King’s Down above
Bath could have passed on their tidings to the Beacon here.

We are here, after all, it must be remembered, on Wessex
soil and the local dialect is already the soft West Saxon.
It is not too much, indeed, to say that, both through what
may be called aerial contact as well as by historic tradition,
the West of England begins at this ridge—Iless “ lonely ”
now—behind which, to the pilgrim from the Oxford side, ““ the
sunset flames.” The sea itself remains shrouded from the view
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but in its more sheltered nooks the Hill still shares something
of a marine climate.

Conspicuous in the foreground of this comparatively low-
land tract that opens between the Western end of the Downs
and the Cotswolds to the North, as unfolded to the view from
Jarn Mound, is Faringdon Clump with its round crown of firs
and ‘“Cromwell’s Battery’, while Harrowdown Hill to the
North-East, rising steeply above the river —riddled with
badger burrows-—overlooks the “ youthful Thames” and
something of its ““ three lone weirs.

Beyond, the Cotswold Hills frame this side of the lowland
breach, where chalk is replaced by oolitic limestone. The
presence, due to this, of splendid building material coupled
with the wealth, derived from its pastures, of the old wool
merchants has made this whole region an architectural
treasury, marked by a succession of fine Churches. The spire
of Lechlade Church is visible—sixteen miles distant due West

overlooking the uppermost reaches of the river, but that of
FFairford with its store of painted glass, lies too low, as does
Burford further North. So, too, the intervening hill of Purton
shuts out the noble tower of Cirencester Church—itself of
Cathedral size and for the lightness and beauty of its late
Gothic style surely unsurpassed.  Cirencester, indeed,
and all that it has stood for in medieval and especially in
Roman times—when it was, so far as the extent of its walls
is concerned, the first city after London and the seat of
the Governor or Rector of the province of Britannia prima—is
itself obscured. A clear view, however, should be obtained in
good weather conditions of the Birdlip pass, with its summit
over goo feet up, immediately behind, crossed in ancient and
modern time by the high road linking it with Gloucester.
From Cirencester to the North-East two Roman tracks,
the Fosse Way and Akeman Street traverse the main mass
of the undulating Cotswold plateau. A section of this to
somewhat beyond Stow-in-the-Wold, where six highways
cross at a height of 769 feet, is included within the Mound
panorama. Eight miles beyond this—31 from Jarn—DBroad-
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way Tower stands on a point of the highest Cotswold ridge
at a height of over a thousand feet above sea level.!

Almost in the same direction, 13} miles distant as the crow
flies, on a hill-top rising 6oo feet, the high poles of Leafield
Wireless Telegraphic Station are visible to the naked eve,
themselves adding another 300 feet of altitude. These are
in direct communication with Nova Scotia, Pekin, the Cape
and South America.

We are here already within the limits of the surviving frag-
ments of Wychwood Forest, indeed in its central division as
it existed in Edward I's time.? It then extended from the
Windrush, by Burford and Witney, to Woodstock and the
Evenlode near Eynsham—a part included in the segment of
the Jarn dial that is shut out from view. The Forest border
thus extended to within nearly five miles of Oxford.

Oxford itself has been rightly described as a * Cotswold
town.” Apart from the importance of its position as alter-
nately a frontier outpost of Mercia and Wessex and on the
main highway between the Thames and Severn Valleys, it
seems long to have served a humbler purpose as a link in a
chain of connexion between the old indigenous element
still dominant in Wales and the richer land that it had lost
in the Easterly direction. The story runs that up to com-
paratively recent times the Welsh drovers with their ponies
heading for “London Town ™ had a highly inconvenient
right of way through the precincts of Merton College.
It is likely, moreover, that down to the early Middle Ages,
they never lost guidance in their own tongue when making
their way over the wild tract of upland wold and forest
that lay almost to the City gates. In the Wychwood record
of Edward I's time above referred to, there is at least one

I The actual height of the spot on which the Tower stands is 1024 feet
slightly ascending southwards to 1048,

2 The Perambulation of the Forest, drawn up in his 28th year (1300)
was published in Archaeologia, Vol. XXXVII (1858), p. 424 seqq. with a
commentary and map drawn up by J. Y. Akerman. It was disatforested
in 1853.
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boundary name that points to a long survival in that dis-
trict of bilingual conditions. Not far from Witney and near
the green track of the Akeman Street that here traversed
the Forest, occurs the name “ Tremaunmere,” in other words
Tremaen —the Welsh ““ place of the stone,”” as Anglicized
nccnrding to rule — doubled with its Iknglish oquivalcnt
mere,”” a boundary mark. In this case the “mark”
itself nnght well have been a prehistoric stone monument,
so many of which,—such as the ‘ Hawk-stone¢’ or the
““ Hoar Stone” near Enstone,— have been preserved within
the old Forest bounds, “ Cotswold " itself where the *“wold ™
duplicates the Welsh ““ coed” = Wood,—like Benknowl, beyond
the Somerset border, from “Pen” and “knoll s an exactly
equivalent phenomenon, marking an area where the older
race had not been exterminated.

A section of the Welsh drovers’ track — they pass there
indeed still — follows the high Cotswold escarpment above
Chipping Norton, where a shire-stone marks the boundaries
of the four (ounlw-, Oxon, Warwick, Worcester and Glou-
cester, It here runs past the prehistﬂric Circle known as the
Rollright Stones—with the “ King ™ stone on the other side
of the way—along what in the days of its construction seems
to have been a kind of Via Sacra, marked at intervals by
small upright stones or " menhirs,” some of which were still
visible in the hedgerows on either side some forty years since.?
So abundant indeed was the local lore relating to the stones,
at that time collected by me, and so identical with that
which clings to the Breton monuments, as to give the impres-
sion of a little piece of Britanny dumped down on English
soil |

! See my paper ** The Rollright Stones and their folklore," in Folklore,
Vol. VI, 1895. The great Celtic scholar, Professor Rhys, accepted this view
without reserve.

* 1 observed these at the time of my exploration of the Circle (See op.
cit.) Most of these have since been broken up for road mending. In the
same way Frithwald's Stone ( Frethelestone ') was broken up for road-
making soon after the disafforesting of 1853. Akerman, op. cif. p. 430 mil.).
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Jarn Mound and the adjacent foot-path system

To secure the accessibility of Jarn Mound and in order to
open up communications with the surrounding system of
field ways it was necessary permanently to attach to it the
border strip of the “ Ten Acre” field in which it stands that lies
on the Foxcombe and Wootton sides. This strip is situated
between the continuation of the Oxford road to Wootton and
the local Ridge Way which, branching off from the other at
the 'bus station, follows the crest of the Hill. This piece of
land, partly bordered on the Foxcombe side by the high wall
of Lord Berkeley’s former kitchen-garden, seemed to me, from
the varied composition of its soil, to be well adapted for con-
version into a Wild Garden as projected in connexion with the
Mound.

To promote the execution of these plans, the Oxford
Preservation Trust gave me full authority to enclose this
strip, where the first necessity was to lay down, with a concrete
bottom, a footpath linking up the gate by the Wootton road
and the adjoining stepway up the Mound itself with a new
entrance—in the shape of a “ kissing gate "—opening on the
Ridge Way (see Plan).

In this way it has been possible to bring Jarn Mound itself
and the footpaths immediately serving it into connexion with
a whole system of fieldways linking it with Oxford and the
surrounding country. For the benefit of pilgrims to the view-
point a small pavilion has been built near-by at the head of
the pond together with permanent garden benches of concrete
in sheltered nooks.

By means of the outlet on the Ridge Way, Jarn and its
Mound have been brought into almost direct communication
with the large open area, formerly occupied by Lord Berkeley’s
Golf Links, already secured by the Preservation Trust. It can
thus be reached from Oxford by the branch line of the North
Hinksey?® and Chilswell path (which runs up due North to near

8 North Hinksey is reached from Oxford by crossing the Reservoir.
See Map published in May, 1933, by the Oxford Footpaths Preservation Soc.
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the Boar’s Hill Post Office), the whole pilgrimage being by that
means made along the country side.

At the other end of the path, in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the Mound, while vehicles can approach it directly
along the Wootton road, footpath communication may be
prolonged in four directions. By following the Wootton
road to the North-West about 200 yards the entrance is
gained to the field-way that runs across Wootton Heath and
past the old sand-pit of Foxcombe Hill to Sunningwell.

West of the Mound, however, there remained a gap be-
tween it and the continuation of the field ways on that side,
owing to the inability of the Trust to secure the piece of land
that forms an enclave between the areas purchased by it on
the hill-top. As has been explained above! when this in-
tervening ‘‘ Three-cornered field ™ fell into the market the
state of things was so threatening that it became necessary
for me to rescue it on the Trust’s behalf. Owing to this pur-
chase it has been also possible to fence off a corner of it
and thus to carry on the main Jarn pathway to a point
of junction with the other lines of fieldway on this side (see
Plan) securing at the same time a useful annexe to the
“ Wild Garden.”

Three lines of foot-path run from this point. That to the
left leads to the Church end of Wootton village, while the
other, descending to the spring in the hollow of “ Mathew
Armold’s field,”” after more ups and downs, passes below
the Youlbury Woods and Pool and Henwood Farm, with
an old brick barn distinguished by its Dutch gable. Here,
before continuing in the Cumnor direction, the field way
crosses a green track bordered by old hedges and pre-
senting a remarkably straight course. This green lane,
though blocked at both ends, clearly marks a very ancient
route since its line—running S.W. to S.E.—is carried on
equally directly by footpaths running in one direction to
Bessels Leigh and in the other to Ferry Hinksey. It thus
heads directly for the ford beyond across the Thames which,

1 See above, p. 4.
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as medieval documents show, was the original ““ Oxen-ford ™!
that gave its name to Oxford. This was, indeed, the inevit-
able approach to the City from the South-West before the
days when the Norman Governor, Robert d’Oilli, reared the
bridge and causeway of Grandpont.

That the passage of the river here goes back to a very
remote period is evidenced by the repeated finds of prehistoric
antiquities near the crossing point. In more recent times, as
perhaps in very early days, the approach from the Berkshire
side was over the crest of Boar’s Hill and through the Hen
Wood by the still existing Ridge Way. But—apart from the
track that branched off above Hincksey i the ferry direction

there was also an alternative low level route by the gap
between Cumnor Hurst and the North-Western slope of Boar’s
Hill, straightened out, as in other cases, by Roman hands,
and the evidence that we have here a section of this seems to
be convincing. Roman remains have indeed been found near
the field path that represents its continuation in the Oxford
direction.

This dees not mean that there ever was a  Roman Ox-
ford "-—though the native clay both here and on the Hill gave
~mpluyment for a considerable group of resident potters.
But some kind of Roman settlement there was, and the cross-
ing-point, linking up the South-West with the line of Way that
passed through Otmoor and Alchester, must itself have been
marked by some kind of Station.

! In the Oseney cartulary is a charter of June 27, 1352 mentioning the
" Vadum vocatum Oxeneforde iuxta pontem ducentemn versus \urthhr_ng—
seye.,” In a deed of 1376 the claim of the mayor and commonalty, is referred
to “ that there is a spot ” (to the West of Oseney Abbey) “ called Oxford,
from which spot Oxford takes its name.” The discovery of this interesting
evidence is due to the researches of the Rev. H. Salter, The I'ord of Ox-
Jord (Antiquity, Vol. II, (1928), pp. 458—460, and Plan of the approaches
to Oxford, from Rocques’ Map of Berkshire, 1761. Mr. Salter points out the
connexion with Faringdon and the West by the route over Boar’s Hill and
Wootton and Faringdon. But he was apparently unaware of the alternative
Roman or Rumanmd section rmmmg straight to Bessels Leigh. The pre-
historic finds near ' Oxeneford " are indicated in Mr. E. Thurlow Leeds
Archaeological Map of Oxfordshire (Archacologia, 1921, PL. xxv1.).
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From the point where the pathway from Jarn reaches
Henwood Farm a right of way extends along the green lane,
representing this ancient road-way, to the line of foot-path
and eventually bridle-path to the Ferry., For pedestrians,
therefore, there is open this historical approach to Oxford,
involving a walk of somewhat over five miles.

This however is a somewhat round-about excursion from
the Mound.

The remaining path, that which at the ** Wild Garden =
gate—opposite the old elm known as “ Jarn Tree "—turns im-
mediately to the right, following the hedge along the top of the
slope and overlooking Mathew Arnold’s prospect, is at once seen
to be of more general use, It serves indeed a double purpose.
At the point, about 200 yards distant from the wicket gate,
it reaches the Ridge Way already mentioned. It is thus
brought into direct connexion with the Youlbury end of the
Hill to the West, with its scouting domain, and (by means of
a N.W. turn up the old track between Hen Wood and Powder
Hill Copse) gains the well-known path to Oxford through
Ferry Hinksey, partly traversed above.

But the main line of the pathway from Jarn with which
we are immediately concerned continues straight on after
crossing the Ridge Way, dipping down abruptly into the Devil’s
Ditch and mounting again to the neighbourhood of Arnold’s
Tree. Thence it continues past Birch Copse—to be 1dent1ﬁed
with ““ high wood " of Thyrsis—and thus, by Chilswell (as
is correctly called), joins the usual field route to Oxford by
““ Jacob’s ladder’. The route which we are now following
i1s that by which the Poet, starting from the Oxford end,
made his way to his point of vision :

“ Runs it not here, the track by Childsworth Farm,
Past the high wood, to where the elm-tree crowns
The hill behind whose ridge the sunset flames ? "
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Formation at Jarn of a Wild Garden of British plants

For the sake of giving better cohesion to its surface but
also with a view to its natural beauty the Mound has been
planted with winding alternate zones consisting of dwarf
Cornish gorse, the purple Lizard heath, and the rosy variety
of Dorset. It thus forms the fitting centre for an experiment
in wild gardening for which the enclosed strip of land brought
into connexion with it offered a tempting field.

The means available for eventually securing adequate
shelter against the harmful winds as well as the variety of
soil, either actually present or obtainable within easy range,
themselves opened out wide possibilities.

Might not a Wild Garden of a new kind be here formed,
of native species and purely natural in its scope, though
necessarily limited and selective in character? Such an
arrangement with plants placed according to their habits,
straying freely or grouped together for the better display of
their mass eftect, might indeed in a small way stand to a
Botanic Garden of the purely scientific kind in somewhat the
same relation as Whipsnade with its free life and movement
stands to the Zoo with its captive conditions.

For the full effectiveness of such a scheme, however, some-
thing more was needed than a collection of plants confined
to purely local species. Could the situation and conditions
of soil and climate be sufficiently favourable at this spot to
make possible the formation of a garden representative of the
flora from all parts of the British Islands ? Was Boar’s Hill
in fact sufficiently in touch with the milder South and West ?

In weighing the possibility of this I was greatly encouraged
by experiments in acclimatization carried out by me dunng the
last forty years in my own grounds at Youlbury,® at the

! The name of Youlbury—in its older form, apparently, Youldbury—
had formerly clung in a special way to a sandy promontory of the Hill
bordering the Cumnor footpath on its way from Jarn, a little beyond the
point where it crosses the Wootton road. But, as I leamnt over forty years
ago, the name also extended up the fold of the Hill above the foot-path to
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South Western end of the Hill, where there opens the sheltered
head of a little valley, the lower part of which proved well
adapted to be converted into a pool of some three acres
extent. The site here had special natural advantages and
the protection already afforded by a fringe of wood above it
has been supplemented by plantations of Scots and Douglas
firs. The soil is “warm,” mainly consisting of Greensand,
with peat and leaf mould in the hollows, and the general lie
of the combe is South West. An important contributory
fact, moreover, is that, as compared with the Thames Valley
at Oxford,—though, owing to the superior elevation, the mean
temperature is slightly higher —the maximum of cold is about
3 degrees less. It has thus been possible to grow here suc-
cessfully, without further protection, a number of plants more
generally associated with Mediterranean gardens.

Theintroduction of many of these Southern species goes back
from thirty to forty years, and others more recently planted
are thoroughly well established. Some account of the plants
here grown may be of interest and in certain cases cause
surprise. The Mediterranean heath itself grows to a height
of eight feet, Fuchsias and Camellias six or seven, Magnolia
stellata 8 ft. andiflora—but against the house—over three
times that height. There is a Mimosa twenty feet high
which flowers, though, naturally, not so freely as on the
Riviera, a Japanese lemon and a Loquat, which however does
not fruit. Bamboos in many varieties rise 12 to 15 feet.
Passion flower, Solanum jasminoides, lemon-scented Verbena,
and hydrangea, survive the winter, and the brilliant New
Zealand ““ parrot’s bill” has proved itself hardy against a wall.
The tree Andromeda, with its lily of the valley sprays and deep
crimson autumn foliage shows great promise, though it may
never attain the stature of those of the Knight of Kerry’s
garden on Valentia Island.

about the place where the Peace Memorial now stands, near the traditional
place of the local Beacon. This tract was known as Upper-Youlbury Heath,
(rightly given on the large-scale Ordnance Map). The name thus passed
to the neighbouring house, built in 1893-4.
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Rhododendrons and azaleas for which the peaty hollows
here are specially favourable attain exceptional size, compact
masses of the former rising 10-—I5 feet. On the other
hand Cisti of many VEL]'ICthS thrive in the almost pure sand
and constantly escape “ beyond the pale”. Shrub Veronicas,
white, red and lilac, show a dense growth and are never
quite out of flower. But the most flourishing of all are the
arbutus trees with their pendulous white bells seen side by
side with the scarlet, strawberry-like fruits, which here reach
a height of over twenty feet.!

A belt of Spanish chestnuts, planted much earlier, rises over
50 feet and the chestnuts, though small, are serviceable for
the table. But of special interest, in a sheltered cove of
the wood nearby, is a clump of Stone Pines (pinus pinea)—
the “ Umbrella” pine, so familiar in views of Naples-—raised
from seed brought about thirty years ago from the historic
pine forest ““ by the silent shore ™

“ Ravenna’'s immemorial wood,
Rooted where once the Adrian wave flowed o’er "—

so familiar to Byron® and haunted, beyond all others, with
romantic associations. It was this wood that Dante had in
his mind’s eye when describing the “ celestial forest ™ of his
Purgatorio.®

The trees are flourishing, and have grown to a height of
from 20 to 23 feet. For their size, so far inland, they
probably stand alone to-day, but—w hat is truly remarkable
—the cones of this pine have been found in the wells of
Roman Silchester, just beyond the Hampshire border of Berks,
amongst remains of Imperial date, showing that they had been
cultivated in this part of Britain some seventeen centuries
earlier than those of our clump.

1 The garden and grounds at Youlbury are open to those who wish
to visit them, from April 1 to November between noon and sundown.

2 Don Juan, Canto III, cv.

2 Dante, Purgatorio, Canto XXVIII. The Pineia di Classe has shrunken
a good deal since I first visited it in 1870, owing to a prolonged drought.
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It seems probable that these trees were introduced
by the Romans of Calleva into what is now the thickly
wooded district north of Reading on account of its edible
seeds, of which biscuits are made in Italy.! Seedlings have
been produced from those of the pines, themselves seed-sown,
at Youlbury, and it is fitting that hospitality should be pro-
vided for some of these in a sheltered corner of the Wild
Garden—a reminiscence of those so much earlier naturalized
in this region.

The results of these experiments in introducing Southern
forms into the sheltered cove at the Western end of the Hill
was altogether so successful as to encourage the hope that
plants, even from the milder parts of our Islands, might find
a place in the contemplated Wild Garden.

The West and South indeed have been freely drawn upon.
It will be noticed that the arbutus or “ tree strawberry "—
the proved adaptability of which to the Hill was so clearly de-
monstrated—is here made a pervading feature, though its
associations are rather with the milder parts of Ireland and
the * Cornish Riviera,” A great assortment of heaths has
also been introduced, taken from such habitats as Dorset, the
Lizard and Killarney and including the Irish Mediterranean
variety,

The mass treatment here adopted of many beautiful
native species is of itself best in harmony with the broad effects
of Nature’'s own disposing.

A wvision still haunts my inner eye of a forest glade in
the Dinaric Alps where islands of lilac crocusses rose at
intervals from a white sea of snowdrops. In the woodland
fringe of the opposite Cotswold and Chiltern hills splendid
is the impression left by the acres of rose willow-herb spread
along the slopes. But no sight surely in Nature's own wild
garden can excel the view close at hand of the Hen Wood in
May with its dreamy haze of bluebells, stretching between the
oaks, wherever a vista opens, as though some mirage had

! Biscuits, like ratafias, are made from the pine secds at Ravenna and
elsewhere. Were they already made in the Roman predecessor of Reading?
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reversed the blue of heaven, or, as a child once put it, ‘as if
a bit of the sky had fallen down ',

Alternating patches of snowdrops and primroses, bluebells
and the rarer grape hyacinths, foxgloves, cornflowers and
poppies—their prime in the different cases shifting with the
seasons—have been set along the paths, and thickets formed
of the principal kinds of British roses. The pink and white
mallow, which in places grows in clumps, is itself an old inhabi-
tant of the field itself. Of trees and shrubs, besides strangers
to the district such as Arbutus, Ilex and rowan, spindle trees
with their lobed rose-coloured capsules and the wild guelder
rose with its bunches of glistening scarlet berries have been
transplanted here from neighbouring woods. But a special
preference has been given to wild cherry trees, equally lovely
in their spring blossoms and autumn foliage.

For the more delicate plants the exposed position of the
site, as compared with that at the further end of the Hill
with its sheltering fringe of woods, was a first consideration.
Some shelter indeed was however immediately at hand in
the happily rescued wood of Scots firs that bounds the view
from the field on the North East. At the same time, protec-
tive measures have been promptly taken in the erection of
fences, the throwing up of banks, the planting of quick-set
hedges and, along the exposed border of the Eastern section,
of a belt of young firs. By these means additional protection
of an effectual kind will be obtained within the space of a few
years. Such indeed had already been in part provided by
the pit from which the materials of the Mound in its original
shape was excavated. The space along its sides round the
pond is in fact a sunken garden altogether sheltered from
the winds.

The variety in the soil must in this case be regarded as a
great asset. The geological formation of the upper terrace of
the Hill here shows great contrasts. The area immediately
South, South-East and South-West of the Mound represents a
capping of glacial gravel and clay above the Upper Greensand,
and the rock fragments contained in it point to its having
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been deposited by icebergs that had drifted from the North-
lcast. 1t was the yellow clay of this, mixed with intrusive
masses of the blue lumlmndge clay be]ow that was used in
the building of the Mound in its original form and that be-
came the cause of its disastrous slump. Below this capping—
exposed o the pit formed by the extraction of the material

at the top of the underlying Greensand was a hard stone
layer (locally known as “ sand-lag ) which could only be
broken up by blasting. It proved useful however for the
formation of a rockery round the borders of the pit, which
ttucll, duly puddled, was converted into a pond and bog
|"1;III|II'II.

I'he Mound of itself in its final shape was, as already men-
tioned, mainly constructed out of the Upper Greensand bed
which from its Northern flank extends over the Eastern section
ol the garden enclosure. There is thus in that section of the

fe the same warm soil that favours the Youlbury slope.

In addition to this, in order to suit the flora of the opposite
Downs, sufficient chalk has been carted over from a pit of
one of their foothills to form a bank near the Mound. On this
may be seen the lilac blue wild anemone or “° Pasque
Hower " that still grows well above Bluebury and elsewhere on
luley Downs, A cove in the bank here awaits the arrival
ol what might once be claimed as the tallest and finest
ol British Orchids, the Orchis hursina, the last indigenous
specimen of which was found on the ledge of a chalk cliff
near Dover. By the bank are set some of the equally chalk-
loving box-trees that gave their name to Berkshire.

One result indeed of the juxtaposition here secured of
various geological elements characteristic of the district—
mcluding, in the rock-work, Oolite and Coral Rag from neigh-
bouring ||||.mim has been, without prejudice to its more
pencral  all British 7 representation, to secure the more par-
ticular illustration of beautiful or interesting local species.

U Bearrue is the Anglo-Saxon name for Box, from which—as was already
pdinted out by Bishop Asser in his contemporary life of King Alfred—the
name of Hearvweselr or ** Berkshire ” was derived,
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The transportation here of large quantities of leaf mould,
the throwing up of sandy banks in a shady situation, to-
gether with moss-grown logs or “moots” as they are here
called, has made it possible to form a small “Woodland "
section, which has been reserved for flowering plants and ferns
and that are denizens of the neighbouring woods. Close to
this has been built up a rockery, enclosing a small basin, the
materials of which illustrate the oolitic blocks and waterworn
limestone concretions from pits on the neighbouring borders
of the Vale, together with fossil ammonites.

More than one notable local species has a prominent place
in the Garden. Among them are such naturalized forms as
larkspur, once common in the Boar’s Hill cornfields!, and
monkshood, known in Bagley Wood.? The stout-growing
Elecampane, (conspicuous near the shelter), with its bristly,
large bright yellow flowers—an inhabitant of the neighbouring
Botley hills—was once cultivated for its medicinal virtues.?
Its rhizone is still candied in France where the Vin d’ Aulnée is
made of it for diseases of the lungs. Another herb of similar
virtue, the British “ lungwort ” (Pulmonaria angustifolia)
with its bright blue flowers takes kindly here to the borders
of the bog-garden. The naturalised purple-flowered variety
(p. officinalis), also here represented, is said to grow near
Bagley Wood.

At the same time the contrasts that are here offered in
aspect, coupled with the considerable variety in the soil and
material has favoured the introduction of British species from
a very wide range.* The Northern flora can be drawn

! Druce, Flora of Berkshire, p. 27.

£ b, p. 28

8 Cf. C. A. Johns, Flowers of the Field (Prof. G. S. Boulger’s ed., 1905,
p- 380.)

4 The death of that great authority Dr. Claridge Druce, who had given
his cordial encouragement to the scheme, deprived me of much friendly help.
I have, however, here gratefully to record the great assistance given to me
in obtaining specimens of wild plants by Mr. Amos Perry (of the Hardy
Pla;tﬂ; Farm, Enfield) whose experience and resources in this matter are un-
rivalled, '
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on as well as that of the South and West. The interesting
Mountain Avens, (Dryas octopetala), an Ice Age survival,—
here placed above a glacial layer—so great in climatic adapt-
ability, blooms freely among the rocks, while Linnaeus’ favour-
ite flower, Linnaea borealis—that special denizen of the North,
including Scottish and Northumbrian fells— flowers here in
soil laden with pine needles.

The pit formed by the excavation of the materials of the
Mound in 1ts original shape has been adapted to serve a three-
fold purpose. Its borders have been converted—thanks to
the “ Sand-lag "’ there extracted—into a further rock-garden,
which, from its being partly sunken, affords good shelter and
1s being rapidly covered with such plants as wild thyme,
Cheddar and Maiden pinks, dwarf periwinkles, and at the base,
besides the purple, the white variety of sweet-smelling violet
(Viola oderata) which is a special feature in the shady
places on the Southern and South Eastern slopes of the
Hill.  On a bank here is a young almond tree, with dis-
tinctive rosy flowers, from Glastonbury Abbey of a stock
planted by the monks in medieval times, and, by it, a speci-
men of the “ Glastonbury Thorn.” The lower part of the pit
has at the same time, by means of a puddling of glacial
clay, been turned into a pond, which is sufficiently fed by
springs, to be of almost crystal clearness. Owing to this, the
“water-soldier "' (Stratiotes aloides), a local species, is here and
there displayed in its non-flowering submerged state—deep
green against the bottom of the pond—radiating its sword-
like leaves with their serrated edges till such time as it
choses to rise to the waters’ surface and unfold its spike of
delicate white flowers.

Beyond the end of the pond furthest from the Mound the
hollow has been adapted to form a bog garden. Here, amongst
other plants, is conspicuous the Grass of Parnassus, found in
boggy ground on both sides of the Hill.* Here, too, is the
Marsh Gentian (Genliana pneumonanthe), also a Berkshire

1 Between Henwood and Ferry Hinksey as well as by Tubney and
Cothill (Druce, IFlora of Berkshire, p. 213.).
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species, the Snake’s-heads or Fritillaries, renowned in their
river-side home, and lilies of the wvalley, which here grow
freely on the border of the bog garden. These, unfortunately
owing to the substitution of firs for oak trees, have disap-
peared from their old haunt in Bagley Wood?! and, though
British, were obtained from a more distant site.

Throughout the Wild Garden no attempt has been made
to draw any hard and fast line between plants immemorially
indigeneous and those believed or known to be “ arrivals ”
of comparatively recent date. It is surely right that any
settler of the kind on our shores that is likely to add to
their natural beauty should be welcomed rather than dis-
criminated against. This is equally true of plcmts that have
found their own way here and of the “ escapes” belonging
to species purposely introduced by human agency. Rhodo-
dendron Ponticum, which now grows wild so freely amidst
the undergrowth of our Southern woodlands, has been used
here as a shelter. More than one kind of Cistus—which
escapes freely on the sandy slopes beyond the Youlbury
gardens—notably C. laurifolius—has been here admitted.
There are naturally limits to such hospitality but, in any
case, the modest visitor who is confronted by too bold-faced
an intruder can look another way.

As an additional asylum, especially for local species threat-
ened with extermination, the Wild Garden may also serve a
useful purpose.? It pI'OVldE‘S a field for the scientific observa-

! I recall them there myself, and Druce, op. cit., p. 489, writing in 1897,
speaks of them as still growing sparingly there towards Sunningwell. He
cites a statement contained in an MS. in Lytes’ Herball, 1660. ** 1t grows in
Chilsy Hills.”” The woodman of Bagley declares that it has now wholly
disappeared, owing to the cause given above.

* Mathew Arnold, in Thyrsis, complains that *' purple orchises ” and
cowslips of “ many a dingle on the loved hill-side " had already in his day
been thinned by the invasion of the plough, and that only stray primroses
were now to be seen.  The danger of the flora yielding to the increase of
arable land has now ceased. What now threatens them is due to the rapid
increase of the urban and suburban population and the consequent uprooting
of plants or the wholesale plucking of some flowers. The case of primroses
—mainly propagated by seed,—is tragically illustrated by the fact that
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tion of the growth of plants as well as of further experiments
in the adaptability of their development to the local soil and
climate. There are indeed good reasons for hoping for a
permanent relationship between Jarn Wild Garden and the
Botanical Department of the University.

There 1s one aspect of the Wild Garden that cannot {fail
to appeal. It preserves—within sight of the Tree—and upon
the Hill, overlooking the riverside meadows below, the flowers
of native growth that find their undying record in Thyrsis
and the Scholar Gipsy. Among the “ store of flowers " here
are still seen in their native setting:

““ the frail leaf’d, white anemone
Dark bluebells drench’'d with dews of summer eves,
And purple orchises with spotted leaves.

“Red loose-strife and blond meadow sweet” flourish
round Jarn pond. Both the white and purple fritillaries

which
“ the grassy harvest of the river-fields
Above by Ensham, down by Sandford, yields ”

are quite at home beside the bog-garden here. The cowslips
and primroses, which, according to the poet, had suffered
from the ploughboys’ team, have had a new domain pro-
vided for them in the Wild Garden. The “ Fyfield Tree "—
the Witches’ Elm—is now only a hollow stump, but the
not distant “wood that hides the daffodils” has, out of its
plenteous store, spared a few to multiply beside the paths
of Jarn.

throughout the whole corner of Hen Wood nearest to Oxford, the neighbour-
ing copses have been entirely exterminated. In the wood itself I have seen
a young married couple using a perambulator for plants that they had dug
up, and a woman carrying a bag filled with uprooted wild violets (of which
she was relieved) ! In many cases marauders are professional hawkers, who
find a ready sale for their spoils in the Oxford streets without let or hin-
drance. Often these depredations aie on a whelesale scale. Sometime since
I observed a cart laden with uprooted ferns leaving the precincts of Bagley
Wood. On the Hen Wood side protective measures are now taken, and
the tide has turned.
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